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PREFACE. 



The chief aim of the publisher in the present volome was 
to furnish an improved reprint of the Standard Oxford version, 
without depriving the original work of those features which 
have insured its favorable reception in both Universities. 

To cany out this view, the editor has carefully revised the 
translation throughout, adhering closely to the text of Dindorf, 
which is now universally established, and is adopted by our 
public examiners. In a few cases, the corrupt state of the 
original has rendered a different course necessary, but every 
departiu^ ifrom the received text has been pointed out at the 
foot of the page. 

The version has, where possible, been made more literal, es- 
pecially as regards the choruses; and many words and par- 
ticles, before indistinctly rendered, have, it is hoped, recovered 
their force and meaning. 

Arguments before each play, and a brief introduction have 

been added, and the notes have been considerably augmented. 

These additions are distinguished by the initial of the present 

editor. 

Theodore Alois Buckley* 

Christ Church, Oxford. 



INTEODUCTION. 



Sophocles, son of Sophilus, was bom at Colonus, a demo 
of Attica, B.C. 495. His father was of a good and wealthy 
family, and so careful of the education of his son, that at 
the age of sixteen he gained prizes for music, his instructor 
being the celebrated Lamprus. About the year B.C. 4G8, 
when the bones of Theseus were removed by Cimon from 
Scyrus to Athens, -ZEMiylus and Sophocles were competitors 
in the tragic contests, which would seem to have been the 
first appearance of our poet in the character of a dramatist. 
Sophocles obtained the first pme, and iElschylus departed for 
Sicily. The beauty of his appearance and his gracefulness 
of demeanor increased his popularity, but a weak state of 
voice and delicacy of lungs prevented his progress as an actor. 
In 440 B.C. the " Antigone" was produced, and to the sagaci- 
ty of the political precepts therein delivered, he is said to have 
been indebted for his appointment as one of the colleagues of 
Pericles. 

In old age Sophocles was considerably engaged in public 
duties, being priest to the hero Alon, and likewise a prohouloa 
or commissioner upon the fatal termination of the Sicilian 
expedition. He subsequently connected himself with the aris- 
tocratic views of Pisander, aud was concerned in forming the 
council of four hundred, with which fell the old constitution 
of Athens. This conduct he was accustomed to defend upon 
the plea of expediency. 

In consequence either of a family jealousy, or of his too 

^ The materials of this memoir are chiefly derived from Lessing, as 
epitomized iii the *' Theatre of the Greeks," ch. v., p. 72. 
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great attention to dramatic affairs, he was at length, at an 
advanced age, charged with dotage, and incapacity of con- 
ducting his family affairs, by his son lophon. It is said that 
he gained the favorable suffrage of his judges by reciting the 
newly-finished tragedy of the "CEdipus at Colonus," but 
chronological difficulties render this story doubtful. His death 
took place at the beginning of the year 405 B.C., either from 
over-exertion in reading, or from suffocation by a grape dur- 
ing the Anthesterian festival. He was buried at Decelea, the 
family's burying-place, but not before the permission of Ly- 
sander was obtained, the place then being in possession of the 
Lacedemonians. The number of his genuine dramas probably 
amounted to 113. 

The truckling and inconsistent character of Sophocles was 
evinced even in the politics of his plays, while in private life 
he was rather the agreeable companion than the practical mor- 
alist. Still, a dignified gentleness and a contented simplicity 
pre-eminently distinguished him, while his whole life, as his 
writings, exhibited an unruffled composure, almost amounting 
to indifference. 

Only seven plays and some comparatively unimportant 
fragments of this author have survived the ravages of time, 
but we have been fortunate in obtaining at least four of the 
best among the few which have been preserved, viz., the 
" Philoctctes," "Antigone," and two "ffidipi."! The con- 
nection between the last three plays, though remarkable, was 
not the result of previous design, as the "OEdipus at Co- 
lonus" was exhibited four years after the death of the author 
by the younger Sophocles, and the "Antigone," posterior to 
it in point of historical time and events, was produced 440 
B.C., as above mentioned. Still, they should be read in the 
order which the natural sequence of circumstances demands. 

* But Schlegcl, p. 100, enumerates the " Antigone," " Elcctra," and 
"TO " Q^dipi" as those most approved by the ancients. 
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We can not, perhaps, better employ the present opportonity 
than by briefly sketching some of the chief characters of Xhof^c 
plays, in connection with such critical remarks as naturally 
arise. ^ 

The " CEdipus Rex" is the most complicated and artfully 
sustained of extant Greek plays. From the first few lines, 
where (Edipus appears as the heaven-bidden prosecutor of 
the regicide of old, to the last stroke of fatal evidence that 
dooms him to self-courted ruin and despair, we are continually 
kept in alternate doubt, fear, and hope. At one moment the 
denunciation of the seer is contradicted by the seeming incon- 
sistency of predestination, and the very cause of that hope 
presently turns to be the damning proof of guilt and pollution. 
Nor is this dreadful process of fatalism less fearfully realized 
in the accidental expressions unwarily let drop by CEdipus* 
Thus, when he imprecates curses on himself, 

" Yea, on myself, if conscious of the deed 
• I grant the wretch asylum in my home, 
The same dread curse, in all its vengeance, fall !'* 

Tiresias afterward charges him : 

" Ha ! is it thus 1 Nay, then, I tell thee, king, 
Adhere to thine own edict ; from this hour 
No more hold converse or with these or me, 
Tho7i art the sole polluter of our land." 

The impetuous spirit of CEdipus breaks forth, and he ac- 
cuses the seer and Creon of caballing to drive him from the 
throne. Jocasta seeks to appease the quarrel, and thereby 
becomes instrumental to the sad discovery of the truth. The 
death of Polybus gives a momentary respite from anxiety, and 
CEdipus almost equals his mother-wife in skepticism. IJut 
here again the wild determination of CEdipus works out his 
doom. In a paroxysm of agony, Jocasta would suppress the 

* In this task I shall partly avail myself of the remarks of Schlegel, 
Lcct vii. p. 100-110, and Bulwer's " Athens," Book v. ch. 4. 
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tidings she knew too late, but QEdipus compels the messenger 
to recount the whole tale, and then madly confesses how fear- 
fully the ancient curse of the gods was brought to pass. The 
vain attempt to escape from fate, and the thereby falling into 
the performance of what he strove to avoid, reminds us of the 
complete and beautiful story of Prince Agib in the Arabian 
Nights.^ Both tempted futurity, and became murderers ; both 
sought for knowledge which they were warned was dangerous, 
and both suffered sadly for their curiosity. 

Among the subordinate characters of the piece, that of 
Jocasta is the most painfully drawn. Her arrogant levity 
and confidence almost breathe the ruin darkly hinted at by 
the chorus, and we feel that the curse of " blindness of heart" 
is upon her. She is, moreover, selfish in her very affection 
for CEdipus. His anxiety for the dying people she shares not. 
Her religion is a blind belief of convenience, and she would 
even charge the mistakes of human seers to the blindness or 
inconsistency of the gods. Of her late husband she has so lit- 
tle thought, that the personal resemblance of CEdipus never 
occurs to her.2 The questions concerning his death awaken 
no regrets ; in short, she is as bad a widow as Steele could 
depict, even in the " Funeral." Her death is fraught with no 
words of tenderness for her infant children, but is the deed 
of a wild, unholy phrenzy. QEdipus, on the contrar}'-, toils 
out his term of woes, and meets death with manly composure. 
Though stern in his hatred toward his undutiful sons, his 
daughters claim his tenderest regard. In his wanderings, 
amid beggary and wretchedness, a by-word for the scoffer, a 
proverbial vagabond, he is still " every inch a king." His 
philosophic moderation is shown at the beginning of the 
"CEdipus Coloneus," where he tells us how sufferings, and 

^ See the " Story of the third Royal Mendicant," vol i., p. 183-5k 
Lane^s translation. 

^ See Schlegel, p. 102. 
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lapse of time, and native nobleness had taught him to deem 
the be^ar's pittance enough. 

In this play, it has been well remarked that the poet ap- 
pears as the panegyrist of Athens, And this is evident from 
the very commencement, where the description of the Furies' 
grove, so praised by Humboldt,^ and the subsequent charac- 
ter of Theseus, mark the power of the poet to blend local 
and picturesque with political interest. As the waters of the 
IHssus were consecrated by the mystic love-lore of Socrates, 
so was the silent Cephisus made solemn by the last sojourn of 
CEdipus while living. To the Lacedemonians nature was but 
the rude element of strife, their land was dear to them as a 
safeguard in war, not sweet with the remembrance of those 
who taught peace and cherished the arts of life. But to the 
Athenian's mind art had made nature a subject of contempla- 
tion, philosophy had associated nature ynth nature's causes, 
and religion had interwoven place with thought, and sancti- 
fied each village, stream, or grove with the remembrance of 
the days when the gods walked the earth. The " CEdipus at 
Colonus" could teach how the earlier ages of Athens retained 
a holy simplicity, when the rights of the suppliant or herald, 
though in an evil or forlorn cause, were equally respected : it 
could show reasons for hero-worship, and from the glory of 
the past could awaken the listlessness of future generations. 
In short, Theseus, himself mythical, was the connecting link 
in political theory between the mythical and the real. His 
character possessed the glories of the one blended with the 
probability of the other. 

In this play we find the character of Creon, which was of 
but little importance in the "King CEdipus," ripened into 
the tyrannical and arbitrary disposition, which ascends to its 
highest pitch and subsequent fall in the " Antigone." Still, 
in all the three plays, Creon is but instrumental to the devcl- 
* Cosmos, vol. ii., p. 377 of Bohn's edition. 

1* 
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opment of other characters and the progress of the story. 
As in the first play, he brings out the petulant disposition of 
CEdipus, and excites that curiosity which is to lead to the 
fatal discovery — as in the " Antigone" he is but a foil to set 
forth the mighty spirit of the heroine, so in the CEdipus at 
Colonus he leads to the generous intervention of Theseus, 
and hastens to bring gradual ruin upon his own house and 
city. Furthermore, it was necessary that CEdipus should be 
tried to the fullest extent, in order that his gloomy fatalism 
might be thoroughly enhanced. Hence his paternal feelings 
are aroused to love by the seizure and subsequent restoration 
of his daughters, and to hatred by the intervention of the 
repentant but ill-fortuned Polynices. 

The same remark applies to the selfish and insipid Ismene, 
who is twice placed in contradistinction to the warm-hearted 
and principled Antigone. Her position in the present play is 
but preparatory to her ripened selfishness in the third of these 
continuous dramas. 

It has been objected that the self-justification of CEdipus in 
this play is inconsistent with his despair in the first. But 
time, long-suffering, and the consciousness that an end of troub- 
les was at hand, might well nerve the hapless old king to a 
sense of his unmerited woes. Moreover, it is in human nature 
to retort upon an unworthy accuser, though the charge be true. 
K Creon was the champion of rapine and tyranny, the good 
king of old times could ill plead his own unworthiness to such 
an accuser. 

We now come to the Antigone, a play almost as popular 
in modem times as celebrated in antiquity. There can be 
little doubt that the character of Antigone is the gem of the 
Athenian stage; she is, as Bulwer observes, the "Cordelia 
on whom CEdipus leans — a Cordelia he has never thrust fi'om 
him." Her patient affection bears with the peevish com- 
plaints and desolate poverty of her father, and, at his death. 
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her feelings of duty are transferred to the fulfillment of her 
brother's last entreaty. He had gone forth the predestined 
victim of the fight ; his corse lay desecrated, and fear re- 
strained all from bestowing even a handful of dust upon the 
unhallowed dead. True to her promise, and reckless of the 
tyrant's mandate, Antigone dares to do the deed of piety, 
and seeks not to deny or excuse it. She has determine<l 
to encounter death itself on behalf of the dead. Neither 
the dissuading words of her timid and selfish sister, nor 
the hope of a royal marriage with a loved object, can retard 
her resolution. She is the victim of a good principle, as 
Creon is of a bad one. With him, selfish aggrandizement is 
the main spring of action ; with Antigone, to have forgotten 
self is to have gained all things. She mourns the sunlight 
which is to be closed from her forever, but finds a gleam 
of hope even in the murky dens of Hades. She has no fears 
for the future, and her spirit rises above the petty affections 
that bid her cling to life. Her magnificent and daring de- 
nunciation of Creon's boasted laws, and her sublime descrip- 
tion of the eternal, unwritten code, sealed only in the tablets 
of time, is powerfully contrasted with her tender address to 
her dead relatives, and the swan-like dirges in which she be- 
wails her untimely fate. 

I may here take notice of the opinion relative to verse 572, 
which many commentators still assign to Ismene. Surely, if 
only upon grammatical grounds, the reply of Creon is sufficient 
to show that Antigone must have uttered the ejaculation : 

" dearest Haimon, how thy father wrongs thee !" 

A sudden burst of feminine tenderness is in no wise incon- 
sistent with the Grecian heroine. If Ismene had uttered it, 
we should feel at some loss for so sudden a warmth on the 
part of this young lady, who is generally as passionless and in- 
sipid as the best genteel comedy heroine of modern times. 
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It may be doubted whether the frequent success of Men- 
delssohn's " Antigone," with which Mr. Donaldson is some- 
what meny in his clever and amusing preface, might not 
have proved instrumental in reviving a taste for the classic 
drama. But there is so general a deficiency in modem actors 
and audiences, that unless a sentiment is accompanied by a 
storm from Costa's band, it has little chance. Still, we even 
wish that " Antigone" had been made a musical study fpr Vi- 
ardot and Marini. 

With some apology for this digression, welum to the minor 
characters of the piece. Of Creon we have already spoken, 
but we may farther observe the superstition to which, despite 
his boastful sternness, he is subject. Tiresias, who had in a 
manner befriended him when Qiidipus was living, can hardly 
command respect while present ; but immediately he departs, 
the ill-omened words of his prophecy weigh heavily on the 
mind of the king, and he timorously obeys the advice of the 
chorus, and hearkens to those whom he had spumed with 
threats. 

The character of Haemon seems to have been framed to 
please the popular ear. He is a true Athenian pleader. Util- 
ity is his excuse for justictf, justice the available consequence 
of utility. The voice of the people must be respected — and 
this is the burden of his speech. But, although his argu- 
ments are scarcely solid, yet they are suited to the hearer, and 
are likely to prevail, where religion and tenderness would have 
little weight. Besides, there is much modesty and dutifulness 
in the first part of his address, and his devotion is fully shown 
in the catastrophe. His turning upon his father, sword in 
hand, was a mistake of the poet. Attempted parricide, how 
great soever the provocation, was an unnatural and revolting 
anticlimax to his previous behavior. 

The "Electra" naturally follows the "Antigone" in a 
critical consideration of ethical devclopcmeiit. Both Elcctra 
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and Antigone appear in behalf of the wronged dead, but in 
Electra, love has been sharpened into keen hatred, tenderness 
to a deceased father has hardened into vindictive wrath against 
his murderers, and Electra is a virago almost bereft of female 
feelings. There is, however, a selfishness in her grief that 
distinguishes itself from the noble and disinterested daring of 
Antigone. Constantly mourning her own misfortunes, her 
grief for her father is but for the sufferings his death has brought 
upon herself, her hopes of Orestes but the expectation of safety 
and comfort in lieu of desolation. The mind of Antigone 
glows with youthful impulse, chastened with matured principle, 
while Electra exhibits little else than the accumulated bitter- 
ness of continued years of misfortune. Even her mournings 
at the supposed death of Orestes teem with selfishness, while 
the consciousness that she is ^' unmarried, at her age," is al- 
most ludicrously dwelt on at every opportunity. 

Bulwer has rightly observed that the interest excited by the 
splendid description of the chariot-race and of the pretended 
death of Orestes is lessened by the knowledge that it is a feign- 
ed story, and the appearance of Orestes excites little interest, 
because we are fully prepared for it. 

The catastrophe of the play, like that of the Choephorae of 
.^Ischylus, is bold and animated, but the death of iEgisthus has 
too much of deliberation. Nevertheless, the cool, deathly pur- 
pose of Orestes is replete with the retributive terrors of divine 
justice, and the death of the murderer in the very place of his 
own crime was a necessary sacrifice to the notion of an aven- 
ging deity and mindful fury. Orestes is the very embodiment 
of this principle, but his character is drawn with less strength 
than in JEschylus. 

Clytemnestra is not the Clytemnestra of ^schylus ; she lacks 
the tact and boldness of the heroine of the "Agamemnon." 
She here appears rather as the sophistical sensualist, striving 
to supply the want of truth by violence, and yielding to super- 
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stition and impiety at the same moment. Nay, the Clytem- 
nestra of -^schylus has certain qualities almost commanding 
respect. Her bold energy and haughty indifference to con- 
sequences equal the mad devilry of Lady Macbeth, but in 
Sophocles, Clytemnestra is scarcely a tragic character. Her 
paltry and sophistical reasoning with Electra renders the abuse 
with which it is accompanied almost contemptible. 

The " Trachinl^" is, dramatically speaking, the worst of 
the existing plays of Sophocles. Its beauties lie in the feminine 
gentleness of Deianira, and in occasional strokes of poetry in 
the choruses. The character of Hercules is light, vindictive, 
and contemptible. 

We now arrive at two plays, the heroes of which have been 
repeatedly compared with one another, viz., the " Ajax" and 
" Philoctetes ;" and yet the catastrophe in both is different. 
Ajax is led to death by despair resulting from disappointed 
ambition and revenge. It is not the phrenzied despair of a 
Jocasta, but the deliberate despondency that a series of annoy- 
ances have wrought in a sensitive mind. Like Cato, he 
almost reasons himself into suicide, but, unlike him, he has 
no sublime hopes of futurity to gladden the act. The tender 
and soothing character of Tecmessa fails to soften his stem 
determination, but the sight of his only son gives occasion to 
one of the noblest bursts of parental tenderness found in any 
dramatic work. Still, there is a selfishness in the honorable 
character of Ajax. He dares not, for his wife and child's sake, 
endure the shame, and face the enemies, to which he was te 
leave them subject. Trifling as is the character of Teucer, 
there is a warm and healthy generosity, and useful intrepidity, 
that, though less heroic, is more estimable than the feverish 
passion of Ajax. 

Of his concluding farewell Bulwer observes : " It is charac- 
teristic of the Greek temperament that the personages of the 
Greek poetry ever bid a last lingering and half-reluctant fare- 
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weU to the sun. There is a magnificeiit fulkcss of life in those 
children of the beautiful Hellas. The sun is to them as a fa- 
miliar friend ; the affliction or the terror of Iladcs is in the 
thought that its fields are sunless. The orb which animated 
their temperate heaven, which ripened their fertile earth, in 
which they saw the type of eternal youth, of surpassing beau- 
ty, of incarnate poetry — human in its associations, and yet di- 
vine in its nature — ^is equally beloved and equally to be mourn- 
ed by the maiden tenderness of Antigone, or the sullen majesty 
of Ajax." 

Philoctetes is the very contrary to Ajax, yet, to use the 
words of Schlegel, " if Ajax is honored by his despair, Philoc- 
tetes is equally ennobled by his constancy." Without the 
comforts, without the practical ingenuity of Defoe's hero, he 
is the classic Bobinson Crusoe, and spends a long lapse of 
years amid birds and beasts, whose only friendliness was in 
providing him with food. The tortures of disease, and the 
rankling remembrance of Grecian ingratitude, cease not to 
harass him, yet his mind rises superior ; and, as Winkelmann 
observes, Philoctetes, like Laocoon, " suffers with the suppress- 
ed agony of an heroic soul never altogether overcome by his 
pain."^ 

In perfect simplicity and clear dramatic construction this 
play almost deserves the encomium of an ingenious scholar, 
who styles it the " masterpiece of the Athenian stage."^ There 
is so perfect a unity of events, and so consistent a prosopopoeia^ 
that we are never shocked by incongruity. Well has Bulwer 
asserted that " the character of Neoptolemus is a sketch 
which Shakespeare alone could have bodied out." With all 
his natural generosity and honor, ho is still easily persuaded ; 
but, when once aroused to shame, his better feelings remain 
fixed and immovable. The simple taking away and restor- 
ing of the bow and arrows is at once the test of his character 

* Schlegel, p. 109. * Mr. G. Burges, pref. to Philoctetes. 
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and the incident of the play. If any thing can be found fault 
with, it is the entry of the god at the conclusion of the piece. 
But this was necessary to preserve the consistency of Phi- 
loctetes in his hatred of the unworthy Greeks, to aid the 
interests of the generous Neoptolemus, and — to finish the 
play. 

I have but one more remark to make, and that is directed 
against the extraordinary idea of Wunder, judiciously disre- 
garded by Hermann, that verses, particularly in the Trachinice, 
were often added by the performers. I am perfectly aware 
that Garrick, John Kemble, and Macready have successively 
appeared as the remodelers of Shakespeare, or Beaumont and 
Fletcher ; but I believe their efforts were generally directed to 
popularizing the plays they altered. Now, if this end could be 
answered by adding unintelligible verses, I have nothing to say. 
If not, Wunder had better seek to amend or explain the many 
passages he can not understand, than adopt that easiest of all 
critical edge-tools, the pruning-knife. Wunder is an able in- 
terpreter, an ingenious man, atid a correct Grecian. But for 
the histrio-critics of the Greek Drama, we have about as much 
belief in them as in the comic powers lately attributed to the 
guard in the " Antigone," after the joke had lain concealed for 
rather more than two thousand years ! 
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ARGUMENT OF THE CEDIPUS REX. 

CEdipus was reproached with being the supposititious child of Polybus, 
the king of Corinth, and in disgust exiled himself, and went to Thebes. 
Here he solved the riddle of the Sphinx, and as a reward received the 
kingdom, and the hand of the queen Jocasta in marriage. A long 
plague ravaged Thebes, and, on Creon being sent to Delphi, the mur- 
derer of Laius, the former king of Thebes, was denounced as the cause 
of the evil. In his anxiety to discover the murderer, and through the 
statements of Tiresias, corroborated by those of certain old servants, 
CEdipus made the fearful discovery that he had been exposed in child- 
hood, to avert an awful prophecy, which he had unwittingly fulfilled 
in the murder of his father Laius on his way from Corinth to Thebes, 
and in his subsequent cohabitation with his mother Jocasta. Jocasta 
hung herself, and CEdipus, in despair, tore out his eyes. — B. 
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DBAMATIS PERSONS 



CEdipus.! 

Pbieet. 

Cbeon. 

Chobtjb 07 Aged Thebaiib. 

TiKESIAS. 



JOOASTA. 

mxssenoxb. 
Servant ot Laius. 
Mesbengeb extbaobdinabt. 



(Edipus. My childreD, youthful generation of Cadmus of 
old, what can be [the meaning oT] these sittings ye are 
thronging' hither before me, decorated with suppliant 
branches? while the city is at the same time fraught with 
incense-offerings, and at the same time with bom paean- 
hymns and waitings. Which things, I thinking it my duty 
not to hear from others, and those messengers, my cnildren, 
have myself come hither ; I, (Edipus, styled by all* the Dlus- 
trious. But, O aged man, say, since it naturally becomes 
thee to speak on behalf of these, in what mood ye stand 

* Aman, ap. Stob. S. 97. 28, hints that both the (Edipi were per 
sonated by Polus, a distinguished actor, of whom Gellius makes men 
tion, 7. 5 

2 The word " thronging" takes in both the ideas usually applied to 
this word. Wunder takes it merely to mean "sitting, occupying," and 
so Buttmann, LexiL sub voc. C£ ^sch. SuppL 595. Others render it 
"hurrying." The word is probably akin to Ooog, See Erfurdt, and 
Liddel's Lexicon. B. 

' So Wunder, quoting Eur. Orest. 531, ri /laprvpov aXkun) uKoveiv 
del jLL^ a y' haopdv irupa. This corresponds to the Latin exegetical use 
of adeo. But perhaps a^Aov is merely redundant in opposition to 
avTog. B. 

* From the position of Trua it might not be improper to translate 
"the all-illustrious," with a construction hke that of v. 40. See also 
(Ed. Col. 1446. Tr. — ^This verso might more poetically be rendered, 
" I, (Edipus, by all illustrious height." It is condemned by Wunder as 
spurious. B> 

A 
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affected , fearing,* or earnestly seeking ; since I would willingly 
give you every succor ; for I were unfeeling not to compassion- 
ate a meeting such as this. 

Priest. But, O OEdipus, thou who rulest over my country, 
ds indeed thou beholdest, of what ages are we who sit as 
suppliants before thine altars here ;* some of us not yet of 
strength to wing our flight afar ; others priests weighed down 
with old age, I myself the priest of Jupiter ; and these other 
chosen of the youths : but the rest of the populace decked 
with branches, is seated in the market-places, and near both 
the shrines of Pallas, and at Ismenus' ashes of divination.' 
For the city, as thou thyself behold, is now over-roughly 
tossing, and from the depths of the bloody surge can no 
longer lift her head ; withering in the ripening husks* of the 
soil, withering in the pasturing herds of kine, and in the yet 
unborn labors of women : and the fire-bearing god, most 
hated pestilence, having darted down, ravages the city ; by 
whom the house of Cadmus is made empty, but dark Hades 



* I have preserved the participles, to make the Iranslation of this 
awkward passage more clear. After the remarks of Wunder, it seems 
evident that deiaavreg denotes the /ear which led these suppliants, arep- 
yetVf to seek for assistance. As arepyeLv is used to denote a passive 
content or satis&ction (see Blomf. on jEsch. Prom, il), so it may pass 
to another signification, by which we are said to seek those things which 
we should be pleased to have. In (Ed. C. 518» we find arep^ov explained 
by treldov immediately following, which is just the reverse of the present 
sense. Otherwise, we might render the passage : " are ye fearing an im- 
pending, or enduring a present evil ?" (So .St. Gregory, Hom. i. in Ev. 
§ 1, '' Ex quibus profecto omnibus alia jam facta cemimus, aha o prox- 
imis Ventura formidamus.") Some may regard this as a frigid antithesis, 
but (Edipus, like Puflf's hero in "The Critic," does not ask for informa- 
tion for himsetf, but for the benefit of the audience. B. 

2 The altars alluded to were of various deities, placed by individuate 
before their houses, as patriotism or private gratitude might dictate. See^ 
the Curculio of Plautus, I. i. 1 ; Arist Wasps, 875. 

3 " Both the shrines." Minerva had a temple at Thebes in virtue of 
her name Oncesa, and another as Ismenia, which latter name Apollo also 
bore, and presided over an altar of burnt sacrifices. 

* I have here followed Wunder. kyKapiroL^ must mean the com just 
ripened, but bhghted at the very moment of bursting, Trepl airov iK(3oXT}Vf 
in Thucyd. iv. 1. Soon after the epithet dyovoig does not mean " abor- 
tive," bnt "unborn," owing to the strength of the mothers failing. 
Wunder appositely compares Herodot. vi. 139. Compare also Seneca, 
(Edip. Act. i. sc. 2, v. 33, nay, the whole description. B. 
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grows rich with wailings and groans. Now I and these 
youths here are seated petitioners by the house, deeming thee 
not equal to the gods, but of men the first, whether for the 
casualties of life, or the interventions of the gods. Who, 
indeed, when thou wast come to Cadmus' capital, didst put 
an end to the tribute of the stem chantress, which we were 
furnishing: aud this too neither knowing nor taught by us, 
any strange knowledge ;' but by the prompting of god thou 
art reputed and believed to have righted our condition. Now 
too, O head of CEdipus, owned most potent by all, we implore 
thee, all prostate here before thee, to find some help for us, 
whether thou, by hearing the voice of jany god, or from any 
human source, knowest such : since to the experienced I 
observe even the issues of their counsels to be the most flour- 
ishing. Go, best of mortals, re-establish the state, go, take 
good counsel ; since at present indeed this our land celebrates 
thee as its preserver for thy former zeal — and may we in no 
wise remember thy reign for our having both regained our 
footing and afterward fallen; but raise up this our city in 
safety. For as with propitious augury thou didst render to us 
the former lucky service, so in the present instance be equal 
[to thyself]. Since if in sooth thou wilt govern this our land, 
as thou dost sway it, it is a fairer thing to rule it with its men, 
than desolate. For neither tower nor ship is aught, if destitute 
of men dwelling therein. 

(Ed. My children, objects of my pity, you have come 
wishing for things known, and not unknown to me ; for well 
am I aware that ye are all sickening,* and sickening though 
ye be, there is not one of you who sicken equally with me. 

• 

* Trleov can not mean " any thing further," *'. e., than the bare fact of 
the riddle proposed, as the translators have supposed ; but ttaeov eidivai 
is a form peculiarly applied to the possession of occult knowledge. So in 
Nicolaus Bamascenus, from a MS. in the Escurial, fol. 3 A, 6 Ba/?t;A&;- 
viof, el drj rt irTielov rd Oela Eiddd (rvfi(3d7JieL Tijv tov dvetpov ^TJfirjv, 
And of Joseph's skill in dreams, Clemens Alexandr. Strom. V. p. 245, 
38. veov TovTov ^ij2.6<7avTeg oi u6e?i(j>olf TT/leZov tl Trpoop6fievov Kara t^v 
yvdoLv, B. 

* " Diseased" is certainly literal, but an equivocal term is required to 
express the bodily disease of the people, and the "hearts' achiDg" of 
CEdipus in his despair. I think " sicken" better expresses this double 
sense of voaelv than " disease." Others render it by " being distreea- 
ed." BL 
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For your affliction falls on one alone, in his own person and 
on none other ; while my soul sighs at once both for the* city 
and for myself and for you. So that ye awake me not indeed 
slumbering in repose, but know that I already have shed 
many tears, have traversed many paths in the wanderings of 
thought ; and that only mode of cure which I had discovered 
by careful scrutiny, that have I put in execution. For Creon, 
the son of Menoeceus, my kinsman by marriage, I dispatched 
to the Pythian shrine of Apollo, to inquire by what deed or 
word I might deliver this city. And the day being already 
commensurate with the time [for his return], pains me for his 
fate, since beyond reasonable expectation he is away a longer 
than the due period. But whenever he shall have arrived, tEat 
instant I were a villain not to perform to the full all that the 
god may reveal. 

Pr. Nay, thou hast both well said, and these too just now 
signify to me that Creon is approaching. 

(Ed. Hear, king Apollo, for O that he may have come 
with some saviour fortune at least, even as he is sparkling of 
eye. 

Pr. If one may guess, however, he is welcome ; else would 
he not be coming hither, his head thus amply wreathed with 
all -fruitful laurel.^ 

(Ed. Quickly shall we know, for he is within reach of 
hearing us. Prince, my relation, son of Menoeceus, what re- 
poit from the god comest thou bringing to us ? 

Creon. Good : for I assert that even our grievances, should 
they chance to have their issues aright, might bo altogether 
fortunate." 

(Ed. But of what purport is the oracle ?' For I am neither 

^ The laurel crown, say the commentators, was the privilege of thoso 
"quibus laetae sortes obtigerant." Chremylus in the Plutus, however, 
will hardly allow the " laetae sortes" to be his lot, though his slave wears 
the chaplet. 

' A purposely dark answer, breathing the true Loxiau spirit. 

* Gb. iartv 6i iroiov rovirog ; Quid hoc sermonis est ? Br. " What 
mean thy words?" Dale. 'Eirog is emphatically an oracle, and moreover 
the expression r^ ye vvv Tioyti) would be a mere repetition, if Brunck's 
translation were correct. In the same passage the opposition of dpaavg 
to TTpodelaag gives confirmation to the distinction made between dpuaog 
and OupGo^y audacia and fiducia. Te. — ^I prefer " emboldened" to "rashly 
sanguine." B. 



89—111. (EDIPUS TTRANNUa 5 

emboldened, nor yet prematurely atanned, at least by thy 
present speech. 

Cr. If thou choosest to hear while these are by, I am ready 
to tell thee, or else to retire within doors. 

(Ed. Speak out to all, for I endure more suffering for these 
my people than even for my own life. 

Cr. I will say what I have heard from the god. King 
Phoebus openly enjoins us to expel from the country a' pol- 
lution, as having been bred in this our land, nor to foster what 
is incurable. 

(Ed. By what kind of purification ? What is the manner 
of the evil ? 

Cr. By banishing, or requiting death with death, since the 
following bloodshed troubles (he state.' 

CEd. Why, of what manner of man does he indicate this 
fate? 

Cr. We had once, O king, Laius as the sovereign of this 
land, ere thou didst regulate this state. 

(Ed. I knew him by hearsay, for I never as yet saw him at 
least. 

Cr. This man having perished, Apollo now clearly gives one 
* orders to punish his assassins.' 

(Ed. But where on earth are these same ? Where shall be 
discovered this track of an ancient crime, hard to con. 
jecture ? 

Cr. He said, in this land. But what is searched for, is to 
be got at, while that which is unregarded escapes. 

* This is much more correct than " the pollution." It was as yet un- 
known what the pollution was, as is evident from the inquiry of (Edipus : 
Tig 6 TpoTToc TTjg ^fK^opdg , which has been wrongly taken to mean, 
" what is the method of averting the calamity ?" B. 

2 t6^ alfia x^t-pi-'Kov -Kokiv. Although the translator has not ventured 
to render this otherwise than Erfurdt, Hermann, and Elmsley have given 
it, i. e., as an accusative absolute, and with the word roiz referrmg to 
something subsequent, he has still a doubt whether karl might not be 
understood, and the passage construed thus : " Since this is a case of 
bloodshed troubling the city." The answer of CEdipus will then run 
thus: " How 8(3? for of what manner of man," etc. ; but it hardly seems 
natural that (Edipus should interrupt one who indicated (as is done by 
T6(5e, according to the critics) his purpose of immediately proceeding to 
specify the murder. Tb. — Another translation has *' since this blood iA 
as pernicious as winter to the city." B. 

' But see my note on v. 140. B. 
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QiId. But is it in the house, or in the field, or in another land, 
that. Laius encounters this bloody death ? 

Cr. Quitting home, as he told us, to consult the oracle, he 
never returaed home, as he had departed. 

(Ed. And was no messeoger, nor partaker of his jourDey, a 
witness to this, from whom gaining intelligenee one might have 
used it ? 

Cr. No ; for they are dead, except one individual, who, hav- 
ing fled in terror, could tell for certain nothing he saw, hut one 
fact. 

(Ed. Of what nature that fact? for one thing might find 
means to learn many, could we lay hold of but a slender found- 
ation of hope. 

Cr. He said that robbers, having encountered him, slew 
him, not by the valor of one arm, but with a number of 
hands. 

(Ed. How then would the bandit, had there been no tam- 
perings by bribes from hence, have reached such a pitch of 
audacity as this ? 

Cr. This was suspected ; but amid disasters there came 
forward no onq as the avenger of Laius now no more. 

(Ed. But what kind of distress interfering, when the 
monarch* had thus fallen, checked you from sifting out this 
matter ? 

Cr. The Sphinx, mysterious songstress, compelled us to look 
to that which was before our feet, having abandoned what was 
obscure. 

(Ed. But from its first cause will I bring it to light again. 
For right worthily has Phoebus, and worthily hast thou set 
on foot this present examination in the cause of the deceased : 
so that deservedly ye will see me also your abettor, avenging 
at once my land here, and the god. For in behalf, not of 
my more distant friends, but myself of myself, shall I dis- 
perse this pollution. Since whoever it was that murdered 
him, he might perhaps wish to" take vengeance on me too 

1 I prefer taking rvpawidog as abstract for concrete, with the old 
translation. B. 

^ This is certainly the usual sense of TLfiupelv. But "Wunder thinks 
the sense of " slaying" or " killing" more suitable, and thinks that in 
V. 105, x^f-P^ Tifiapelv conveys the like idea. Granting, as I do, that this 
sense is more suitable (and I think defensible) in the present passage, 
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with like hand. In supporting his cause, therefore, I advan- 
tage mt/sdf. But with what speed ye may, my children, do 
you on your part arise from off your seats,' taking up these 
branches of supplication ; but let some one else assemble 
hither the people of Cadmus, since I purpose to take every 
step. For we will prove ourselves either with heaven's aid 
prosperous or undone. 

- P)EL My children, let us rise; since even for the sake of 
those things ' this man promises, came we hither. But may 
Phoebus, who has sent us these divinations, come with them 
both a deliverer and as a healer to our sickness. 

Chorus. 

O sweetly-«peaking oracle of Jove, why canst thou have 
come from Pytho stored with gold, to illustrious Thebes ? I 
am on the rack in my timorous spirit, quivering with dismay, 

healer, Delian, Paean, awfully anxious about thee, as to 
what matter thou wilt bring to pass for me, either at once, or 
hereafter in the revolving seasons. Tell me, thou child of 
golden hope,' immortal Voice. First I invoke thee, daughter 
of Jove, immortal Minerva, and thy sister, protectress of our 
soil, Artemis, who* sits enthroned on her glorious circling 
chair m the market-place, and far-darting Apollo : oh, be ye 

1 am even more certain of v. 140, where, in Tor)f avroevrof x^f-P^ 
TLfuipelv we have ''death for death" implied in an ahnoet proverbiisd 
manner. So ^sch. Ghoeph. 312, uvtI 6^ ir^vyvc ^oviag ^oviav 
Jl'kTiyfiv TivsTu). dpuaavTL iradeiv Tpiyipuv fivdog rude ^uveu C£ Eum. 
264. B. 

* When the request was granted, the suppliants took up the boughs, 
which they had previously laid on the altar, and departed. See Wun- 
der's 1st Excursus on v. 3. B. 

2 For ^^ayyeP./lera/, "promises," cf.Eurip. Heracl. 531. Kd^ayyeX?,ofiat 
QvjjaKeLv dSeXtjfuv Tuvde Kufiavr^g vnep, B. 

' Dr. Spillan has- rightly seen that Fame has nothing to do with the 
matter, ^dfia is the voice of the oracle here invoked. The construc- 
tion of K€KX6/iievoQ soon after (for which the translator read K€K?.o/iev(fi) 
is well defended by Wunder. B. 

* There is much difficulty about the epithet evKlea^ which, if considered 
as the Epic accusative for ev/cAca, violates the meter. Respecting the 
epithet of Artemis, Ev/cXtta (whence Brunck and Elrasley read Ev/cAfa), 
see Wunder, and Pausanias L 14, and ix IT. On the many meanings 
assigned to KVKXoivra, see Wunder. The most plausible seems to be 
Dr. Spillan's : *' the seat encircled by the forum." B. 



8 (EDIPUS TTKANNUS. 163— 18a 

timely present to me, three several averters of destruction, if 
ever, in the case of a previous calamity also hovering over my 
country, ye thoroughly exterminated the flame of mischief, now 
too come ; ye gods, for I suffer incalculable miseries ; nay, my 
whole people to a man is sickening ; nor is there among us 
a weapon of precaution, wherewith one shall defend himself; 
for neither do the productions of our celebrated^ soil thrive, 
nor in childbed do our women recover from their poignant 
throes;'' but one upon another mightest thou see, even as a 
well-fledged bird, more flercely than uncontrollable fire," 
speeding toward the shore of the western god.* In the un- 
counted hosts of whom the city is perishing, and the deadly* 
generations of men unpitied are lying without a tear (to their 
memory) on the plain ; while among them wives and gray- 
haired mothers withal, some from this, some from that 
quarter, along the rising altar-slope as suppliants, wail sadly 
because of their deplorable afflictions. And clear bursts forth 



' Brunck says that one codex reads k^vtu, but the plain of Boeotia is 
particularized by ancient writers, and, among others, by Thucvdidos in 
his preface, for its fertility. Tr. — ^I should prefer taking KAoTug as an 
epithet of the earth simply. B. 

2 dvixovai, " bear up with." All the commentators seem to coincido 
in accepting Hesychius*s interpretation of li^cogt as translated. 

3 In the Hecuba of Euripides, the anarchy of a ship's crew is termed, 
Kpelaauv nvpog, in a similar sense to that given in this translation ; yet 
the second interpretation of the schoHast, "too fast for the (funeral) fires 
though unquenched," derives plausibiUty from Thucydides' account of 
dvahxvvToi OrJKaif ii. 52. 

4 " Western god." Neminem prjeterea novi qui sic Plutonem vocave- 
rit, TTopev* *AxepovTOc uktu Trap' evoKiov habet Pindarus Pyth. ii. str. 2. 
Vide et Antig. 806, 7." Musgrave. In the peroration of Lysias' Oration 
against Andocides in this passage, "To expiate this pollution" (tho 
mutilation of the Hermae), " the priestesses and priests, turning toward 
the setting sun, the dwelling of the infernal gods^ devoted with curses 
the sacrilegious wretch, and shook their purple robes, in the manner pre- 
scribed by that law which has been transmitted from earliest times." 
Mitford, Hist, of Greece^ c. xxii. sect 2. 

5 The reading davarijipopu was adopted by all the translators, except 
a recent one, who renders davaT7j<^6pa simply " dead." I have rendered 
it by " deadly,'* for, as Wunder well remarks, contagion rendered them 
so, and prevented them meeting with the customary mourning and funeral 
rites. Of Seneca, (Edip. 62. " Quin luctu in ipso luctus exoritur novus, 
Suseque circa funus exequiae cadunt .... Deest terra tumulis, jam 
rogos silvse negant" Br 
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the paean anthem, and a sorrow-breathing voice chimiog in. 
Wherefore, O golden daughter of Jove, send thine aid, fair 
of aspect, and make the ravening Mars, who now unarmed 
with brazen shield rushing on with loud roars, scorches me, 
to turn his back in homeward hurrying flight, an outlaw from 
my country, either to the vast grot' of Amphitiite, or to that 
inhospitable harborage the Thracian breakers ; for, in fine, 
if night have spared a relic, day assails it. Which (Mars), 
O thou that wieldest the sovereignity of the fiery lightnmg, O 
Jove our sire, blast by thy thunderbolt Thine invincible 
arrows also, O lord of light,* from the golden twisted horns 
of thy bow would I gladly celebrate as champions sent forth 
to our aid, and the fiery torches of Diana, wherewith she 
scours the Lycian moimtains : him of the golden miter, too, I 
call, sumamed of this our land Bacchus Evius, of aspect 
flushed with wine, fellow-rambler of the Maenad ae, to approach, 
flaming with beamy pine-torch, upon the god uuhcnored 
among gods.' 

(Ed. Thou petitionest; but for thy petition, if thou be 
willing to hear and receive these my words, and to give thy 
attention to the disease, thou mightest obtain succor and 
alleviation of thy miseries : which words I shall speak as a 
stranger to this tale before us, a stranger to the ciime com- 
mitted. For I by myself could not trace the matter far, un- 
less I had some clew : but now, seeing that I am enrolled 
among our citizens* a citizen of latest date, to all you Cad- 
maeans I make proclamation thus :* Whatsoever man of you 

* OuXafioc 1 hsLve rendered "grot," which seems more poetical than 
•* bower," "bed," or "chamber," when applied to Amphitrite. B. 

s The old word TiVKi] or ?.vK6g (whence, probably, the Latin lux), 
forms XvKoipvg and 2.vKu(3ac, The latter word occurring in Apollonius 
Rhodius, Argon, i. 198, first suggested to the translator of this play an 
idea which he is happy to find sanctioned by Maltby's authority (v. 
?.vKetoc), that even the Sophoclean T^vkoktovoc is one, amocg many other 
fanciful substitutes, for the true origin of this epithet. Tr. — So also 
Miiller, Dor. ii. 6, § 8; but I should prefer retaining "Lycian King." 
Cfl iEsch. Sept. c. Th. 145. B. 

' dnoTi/iogf Pindar, Pyth. ii. 80 : 

Tovov vnep(l>la?iOv, 

Mova, KOt flOVOV, OVT EV (Iv- 

dpuai y€paa<p6poVj ovt' tv OeCJv vojuoig. 

* Elmsley and Wunder read uvrdg for dardf , which seems preferable. B. 
iire^eXdv rovTcUT^rifiaj " crimen confitendo dilueiis." Elma " Con- 

2* 
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chances to know of Laius son of Labdacus, by what man he 
fell, him I command to make full confession to me. And 
whether he fears, as having to divulge from concealment the 
impeachment himself against himself; let him, seeing he shall 
suffer nothing else unwelcome, but shall quit the country un- 
harmed ; or whether on the other hand, any one have known 
another* from another land as such, let him not be silent as to 
the assassin, for his reward I will pay, and gratitude shall 
accrue to him besides. But if, on the contrary, ye shall be dumb, 
and any one apprehensive either on his friend's account, or 
even on his own, shall reject my words, ye must needs hear 
from me what I shall do hereafter. I prohibit any one of this 
land, of which I wield the powers and royalties, from either 
receiving or accosting, from making a communicant with 
himself or either vows or sacrifices to the gods, and from 
apportioning the lavers of holy water to this man, whoever 
he is : but'* I command that all thrust him from their homes, 
as this man being the defilement upon us, as the Pythian 
oracle of the divinity has just now revealed to me. Such an 
ally then am I both to the deity and the mortal who is dead. 
But I imprecate on the perpetrator, whether he have escaped 
detection being some single person, or with more, that, evil- 
doer as he is, he may in evils drag out an unhappy existence. 
But should he be an inmate in these my halls with my knowl- 
edge, I pray that I may suffer the very penalties which I 
have just now invoked on these. But on you I strictly impose 
the performance of all this, both on my own behalf and of 

ditum promens." Hermann ; who quotes the Electra, 1411, where the 
scholiast's interpretation is plainer than his own ; and Eurip. Hipp. 629 
(ed. Monk), where Monk says, '* hunc versum forsan omitti potuisse cen- 
suit Valkenaerius;" and where the idea of draining siknily off^ seems 
as apposite as conditum promens, when applied to oX(3ov dujuuTcjv, In 
the 4th book of Thucydides, c. 83, the better authorities have vne^eXelv^ 
for vne^eWelv rd Secvd, which is most aptly rendered *' to remove oui 
of the way." The reader must choose between the note and the text, 
which follows Hermann. Tb. — ^Wunder's interpretation, derived from 
Matthias, is as follows : " et si metuit (sc. vficjv rig navra ajifialveLv 
kfjLot) crimen caedis, cujus ipse reus sit, surripiat, sive subterfugiat, et in 
tierram peregrinam abeat ; nullum enim alia patietiir malum." Elmsley^s 
view seems simplest. B. 

* "Wunder approves of the emendation of Nevius, x^P^^ for x^ovdg. But 
Vauvilliers more neatly proposes, dardv, rj '^aAJljyf x^^^^C' B. 

^ Ki^evu must be taken from the preceding dnavdu. B. 
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the god, and of this our hmd, thus without its fruits and 
Tvithout^ the gods brought to decay. For not even if the 
matter had not been taken up by the eod, ought you in rea- 
son to leave it thus unatoned, when the best of meu, and 
your monarch, had perished, but thoroughlv to sift it : but 
now, since it is I who possess the authority which he held 
before, who possess too his bed, and the same wife to raise 
up seed; and since a common offspring to his in common 
would have been of her bom, had not issue unhappily fiuled 
him, whereas now fate has fallen violently on his head ; for 
these causes I will thus do battle for him, even as it were 
mine own father ; and wiU resort to all means in seeking to 
take the doer of his murder to the son of Labdacus, and of 
Polydorus, and of earlier Cadmus, end of the ancient Age- 
nor : and for those who fail to perform these orders, I pray the 
gods to allow to spring neither seed-crop to them from their 
land, no, nor children from their wives ; but that they may 
be wasted away by tlieir present doom, and by one yet morb 
hateful than this. But to you the other OadmsBans, imto as 
many as these designs are acceptable, may both the friendly 
power. Justice, and all the gods' weal, be present evermore. 

Ch. Even as thou hast involved me in a curse, thus, O 
king, will I speak : for neither was I the slayer, nor have I 
power to disclose that slayer. But this same question it was 
the part of Phoebus who gave the message to have it declared, 
namely, who on earth has done the deed. 

(£d. Thou hast rightly spoken. But to compel the gods to 
that which they shall not b^ pleased to do, could no man have 
power. 

Ch. I would fain suggest the second step after this which 
occurs to me. 

(Ed. Nay, even if there be a third, see thou omit not to 
give it utterance. 

Ch. I know that king * Tlresias most especially has insight 
into the same things with king Apollo, from whom one in- 

' ddecjg, "neglected by the gods." So EL 1181, and below, 661, inei 
ddeoc a(}>i?iog. ,. .dXoifiav. B. 

* The expression dva^ refers here to the functions of king, priest, and 
prophet, wluch were united from the earliest times, and which neither 
tho Athenians nor Romans, when they abolished the regal power, dared 
nominally to separate, but still retained their titular paaiXevc and rex. 
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quiring of these matters, O king, might derive the clearest 
knowledge of them. 

CEd. But not even this have I managed as a slothful work, 
for I have dispatched, at Creon's word, two to fetch him ; and 
long since he moves my wonder by his non-attendance. 

Ch. Well, certainly the other stories are absurd, and stale. 

CEd. To what purpose these same ? for I scrutinize every 
report 

Ch. He was said to have fallen by some wayfarers. 

CEd. I, too, have heard so ; but the witness of this no one 
knows. 

Ch. But surely, if he possess one particle of fear, at 
least he will not endure hearing such curses as these of thine. 

CEd. Him who can have no horror of the deed, neither 
will a word overawe. 

Ch. Yet is there one who shall expose him, for those yon- 
der are slow conducting hither the heavenly seer ; in whom 
alone of men is the truth innate. 

CEd. Tiresias, thou who dost contemplate all things, both 
those which may be taught, and those which are unspeakable, 
and those which are of heaven, and those that tread our earth ; 
under what a disease our city labors, even though thou seest 
not, thou must still be sensible : wherein we discover thee, O 
king, our only protector and deliverer. For Phoebus, should 
thou be not informed of it by the messengers, has sent word 
in return to us who sent to ask that release from this our 
present sickly state alone could come, if, having rightly dis- 
covered, we should put to death those who killed Lai'us, 
or send them into banishment from the land. Do thou, 
therefore, on thy part, grudging us neither response from 
augury, nor if ^ou hast other way of divination whatever, 
redeem thyself and the state, redeem me, redeem the whole 
pollution of the dead.* For in thy hands we are ; but for a 
man to do benefit from such means as he may have and can 
use, is of labors the most glorious. 

Tiresias. Woe, woe, how dreadM to be wise, where ic 
can not pay its profits to the wise. Alas ! for though I knew 
this well, I altogether forgot it, else had I not come hither. 

CEd. Nay, what is this? how dispirited art thou come to 
us! 

' That is, '' all that the death of Laius has polluted" 
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TiR. Dismiss me to my home, for most easily wilt thou 
endure thy doom and I mine, if thou wilt be prevailed on by me. 

(Ed. Thou hast said what is neither lawful nor friendly to 
this thy country which nursed thee, in deprinng her of this 
divulgement 

Thl Why, I observe that neither does thy speech proceed 
from thee seasonably ; I do it, therefore, that I may not suffer 
the same evil on my part 

Ch. Do not, in the name of the gods, if aware of this, be 
averse [to speak], since we all here, prostrate as suppliants, 
kneel to thee. 

TiR. Because ye are all infatuated : but I ,* no, never ; 

be it that I may not, by telling my own, unfold thy miseries. 

(Ed. What sayest thou ? though knowing it, wilt thou not 
give it utterance, but thinkest thou to betray us, and destroy 
the state. 

TiR. I will grieve neither thyself nor thee. Wherefore 
dost thou vainly probe these matters? for never shalt thou 
learn them from me. 

(Ed. What, worst of villains ! for thou on thy part wouldst 
enrage the temper even of a stone ; wilt thou never declare it 
at all, but show thyself thus unsoftened and unsatisfying ? 

Tib. Thou hast complained of my ill humor, but thine own 
♦liat dwells with theo hast thou not discerned ;'* yet blamest 
thou me. 

* " Bat I ." This is translated after the punctuation of nermann's 

edition. In his addenda, however, Elmsley considers Erfurdt to have 
correctly interpreted the passage, the second fii) to redound, and tho 
order to be, kyCj 6e ov ^t/ttote i:K(l>f}vo) (id est, ovnore ^K(pavij) rd (rd 
KaKct, (l>g uv elnt) rd ifid fiavrevfiara. " Never imagine that I will bring 
to light thy misfortunes, in order that I may utter my prophecies." Tr. 
— ^Dindorf 's text seems unintelligible. B. 

* Hermann considers that Eustathius is right in attributing to these 
words an allusion to Jocasta, and says, that the expression ofiov vaiovnav 
is otherwise useless ; which, however, it would not be, since it contains 
the very reason which gives Tiresias's remonstrance so much force. Tho 
ambiguity, if any ought to be, is well preserved in these lines : 

" Thou has reproved my warmth, yet little know'st 
What dwells in thine own bosom, though on me 
Thou heap'st reproach." 

Dale's Trans, vol. i. 32. Tr. 
See V. 414, and cf. Nonnus Dionys. xxv. 20. — ^7^ (ioriau Tlarpoipovov 
TToaiv ica napevvu^ovTa TEKovay. Statins Theb. 1, 68 ; Si dulcos fariae, 
ot lamentabile matris Connubium gavisus ini. B. 
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CEd. I do ; for who would not be incensed at hearing such 
words as those, in which thou now settest at naught this 
city? 

TiR. "Why, they will come to pass, even though I suppress 
them in silence. 

CEd. Oughtest not thou, then, to inform me of at least that 
which will come to pass ? 

TiR. I can tell thee no further ; whereupon, if thou wilt, 
be exasperate with whatever rage is most ferocious. 

(Ed. Ay, on my soul, and I will at least pass over nothing, 
so enraged am I, of what I am apprised of. For, know, thou 
art suspected by me both to have helped engender the deed, 
and to have done it, in all but killing him with thine hands ; 
nay, hadst thou possessed sight, even this deed its very self 
had I asserted to be thine alone. 

TiR. I9 it even so ? ^I charge thee to abide by the proc- 
lamation, even that which thou East promulged, and from this 
day forth to accost neither these present, nor me ; for that thou 
art the unhallowed defiler of this land. 

CEd. Hast thou thus shamelessly given vent to these words 
of thine, and canst thou possibly expect that thou shalt acquit 
thyself of this ? 

TiR. I stand acquitted, for I cherish truth in its strength. 

CEd. At whose hand schooled? for surely not from thy 
art. 

TiR. At thine ; for thou hast provoked me reluctant to 
speak. 

CEd, What manner of speech ? speak again, that I may the 
rather apprehend. 

TiR. Understood'st thou not before, or temptest thou my 
words ? 

CEd. No, not at least to have termed it intelligible ; but say 
again. 

TiR. I say thou art the murderer of the man whose mur- 
derer thou seekest. 

CEd. But in no wise with impunity shalt thou twice at least 
utter taunts. 

TiR. Shall I tell thee, then, one other thing also, that thou 
mayest be the more angered ? 

(Ed. As much at least as thou inclinest, since it will be said 
in vain. 
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TiR. I affirm thee to be unconsciously holding the most 
shameful intercourse with thy dearest friends, and not to see in 
what state of evil thou art. 

(Ed. And dost think thou shalt always say these things even 
exultingly ? 

Tnu Yes, if at least there be any might in truth. 
CEd. Nay, there is, save to thee ; but to thee there is not 
this, since thou art blind both in thine ears and thy mind and 
.thine eyes. 

Tnu But thou at any rate art wretched in reproaching me 
with this, wherewith is there not one of these present who 
will not speedily reproach thee. 

(Ed. Thou art fostered by night alone, so that thou couldst 
never do either me or any other, whoever he be, that looks on 
the light, a mischief. 

Tm. For it is not fated thou shouldst fall, at least by me, 
since Apollo is sufficient, whoso care it is to accomplish all 
this. 

CEd. Are these the inventions of Creon, or thine own ? 
Tib. Nay, Creon is no bane to thee, but thyself to thyself. 
CEd. O wealth and sovereignty, and art surpassing art in 
this life of constant emulation, how great is the jealousy 
stored up among you ! if at least for the sake of this my 
power, which the city reposed in my hands, a free gift and 
not solicited, Creon the loyal, my former friend, secretly 
supplanting me is longing to eject me from it, having 
suborned a sorcerer such as this, a vamper-up of plots, a wily 
mountebank, a wretch that hath eyes only for his gains, but 
as to his art was born blind. For if not, come tell me, 
wherein thou art a true seer ? How didst thou not, when the 
monster of wild song^ was here, pronounce some spell of 

* Ti f>aipQ6dg kvuvJ] A puzzling title to translate ; but the Sphinx was 
all a puzzle, and would have made a great figure in these days of Egyp- 
tian statues and hieroglyphics, particularly as her acted charades were 
better than her spoken, at least they nonplussed the poor Thebans more, 
being of that ancient kind which he who receives aright " had need from 
head to foot well understand." For the translation, if any one have so 
much of Euripides, or rather Diogenes, in him as to prefer " enigmatical 
bitch," he may find in the poem of Christabelle one of the same breed, 
and most " enigmatical," vv. 2 et seq. Tr. — kvuv is applied to the 
Sphinx, as to the hydra by Eurip. Here. F. 1277, and to tlie Harpies in 
Apollon. 13, 289. So Brunck. See also -^sch. Prom. 803. Soph. 
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deiiveranoe to theso our • citizens ? And yet her riddle at 
least was not for a chance-comer to expound, but required 
divination, which thou plainly exposedst thyself as not pos- 
sessing, either from birds or known from any one of the gods ; 
but I, when I was come, the nothing-knowing (Edipus, put her 
down, having mastered it by judgment, and not having learned 
.it from birds : I, whom forsooth thou must try to depose, ex- 
pecting that thou shalt stand next in place near the Cretonean 
throne.* To thy cost methinks both thou and he that con- 
trived all this will go exorcising pollutions : nay, but that thou 
seemest an old man, to thy cost hadst thou known^ what man- 
ner of things they be thou purposest. 

Ch. As we conjecture, both this man's words and thine, O 
CEdipus, appear to have been uttered in passion. But there is 
want not of such words as these, but to consider, but how wo 
shall best expedite the oracles of the god. 

TiR. Even though thou art a king, the right of an equal 
reply at any rate must be equally granted to both, for of this 
I too am master. For in no wise do I hold life as servant to 
thee, but to Loxias, so that I shall not by and by be entered 
under Creon as patron. But I tell thee, inasmuch as thou 
has taunted me with being blind also : thou actually hast thy 
sight, and seest not in what evil thou art, nor where thou art 
dwelling, nor with whom thou art consorting. Knowest thou 
now from whom thou art ? Thou art even unaware that thou 
art the enemy of thine own buried kindred, and of those on 



Electr. 1388. It was probably applied to the Sphinx from her rapacity 
and robberies See Pausan. ix. 26. Hygin. Fab. Ixvii. or from her par- 
ticipating in the form of a dog. Palasphat do incred. hist. § 7. B. 

* On the expression rcj Aa^daKeiu Tracdl (v. 267), Brunck has a long 
note from Eustathius, producing two examples from Homer of these 
adjectives in eioCf in both of which there seem a certain solemnity and 
state intended to be expressed, which indeed are more palpable in these 
instances from Sophocles : t<j Aa(36uKov re natdl would not have the 
same force. 

^ Brunck renders " darano tuo cognosceres, quara male sentias." This 
is not satisfactory, the force of the particle nip being entirely lost, unless 
it be thought implied by " sentias." Since (Edipus appears confident of 
the nature of Tiresias' intentions, may we translate " thou hadst known 
as the sufferer just what thou knowest as the designer," and consider it 

^reat of banishment ; or does ola nip mean qualia cunque ? Elmsley 
them together, olanep ; Hermann, separately. 
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earth above. And thee witli fearful steps shall a curse both* 
from thy mother and thy fatlier, one day, with double stroke 
chase from this land, thee seeing now indeed rightly, but 
then darkness. But with thine outcry what manner of 
haven, what Cithaeron, shall not speedily be in unison, when 
thou shalt have become sensible of the marriage into which, 
though void of harborage, thou hast in thine halls steered 
thy course, happening on a fair voyage time ? But thou dost 
not feel conscious of a multitude of other evils, which* shall 
level thee with thy real self and with thy children. Now 
then revile both Creon and my words, for there lives not the 
mortal who shall ever wear himself away more direfully than 
thou. 

(Ed. And is all this then bearable to hear fi o:n this thing ? 
Wilt not away to thy death ? Wilt not instantly ? Wilt thou 
not turn thy back upon these halls, and get thee away again 
in haste ? 

Tm. Nay, I for my part had not come, hadst thou not bid- 
den me hither. 

(Ed. I did, because! was by no means aware that thou 
wouldst utter folly, else had I taken my time at least in fetch- 
ing thee to my dwelling. 

TiR. Such as we are, we are, to thy thinking, fools ; but to 
the parents who begat thee, wise. 

(Ed. What parents ? tarry : nay, who of mankind is my 
parent ? 

TiR. This day shall give thee thy birth and thy destruc- 
tion. 

(Ed. How over-mysterious and obscure dost thou speak 
every thing ! 

TiR. Art not thou then by nature the aptest at discovering 
these ? 

(Ed. Revile me, and welcome, in those things in which thou 
wilt find me great. 

^ 1 SetvoTzovc. 

" And long upon my troubled oar 
Rang his dark courser's hoofs of fear." — GriAOUR. 
" There is probably a play upon the word ttrof, referring to (Edipua 
discovering both what he himself was, and also how he stood related to 
his children. See Wunder. B. 
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TiR. Yet is it nevertheless this very success which has been 
thy ruin/ 

(Ed. Nay, but if I have rescued this our city, I care not. 

Tib. Now then will I depart, and do thou, boy, conduct 
me. 

CEd. Well, let him conduct thee, since while here thou 
troublest and hinderest us, and, wert thou gone, thou couldst 
not annoy us more. 

Tib. I will be gone when I have spoken that for which I 
came, not from awe of thy presence.' For there is no mean 
whereby thou shalt destroy me. But I tell thee : this very 
man, whom all this while thou art searching out with menaces 
and proclamations touching Laius' murder, this man is here, 
a foreign settler here by report, but by and by shall he be 
manifested a Theban bom, nor will he be pleased with his 
fortune. For blind instead of seeing, and a beggar instead of 
rich, over a strange land shall be be a wayfarer, assa3ang his 
way with a staff; but with his own children shall he be de- 
tected abiding, at once their brother and their sire, and of 
the woman of whom he was bom both son and husband, and 
of his father both co-rival and assassin. And these things, 
going in-doors, reason over with thyself; and if thou detect 
me to have falsified, say then that I have no skill in divina- 
tion. 

Chobus. Who is he whom the prophetic Delphic rock 
denounced as having "wrought with murderous hands the most 
nefarious of nefarious deeds ? Time were it for him to em- 
ploy in flight a foot more vigorous than coursers swift as the 
storm; for the offspring of Jove all armed with fire and 
lightnings is springing upon him, and together are following 
the dread inevitable fates. For a voice hath glanced forth, 
but now appearing from the snowy Parnassus, that every one 
must track the undiscovered criminal. For under some wild 
wood is he straying, among caverns and crags, like a bull,' 

* Compare " Fatal Marriage," Act v. sc 4: • 

" Why, that which damns most men has mined me ; 
The making of my fortune." B. 
8 Hermann understands by npoauirov audacity; but as it is used with 
ToXfiijc in a subsequent passage, the translator has followed Bnmck. 

» " Like a bull" See Virgil's Georgic, iu. 219-236. The expressions 
dTTovoff^/^wv, nepcnoTuraif etc., seem allusions to the oestrum. And the 
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with miserable foot a miserable widower : shunning the proph- 
ecies spnmg from earth's middle: but they flit around him, 
ever living. Fearfully, however, fearfully coes the sage augur 
trouble me, neither assenting nor denying ;* nay I am at a 
loss what to say. But I flutter on hopes, seeing neither in 
prospect nor in retrospect ; for what feud lay between either 
the Labdacidae or the son of Polybus, I for my part never 
learned neither heretofore, nor in the present case have I yet 
from any one* with whose test I, as an avenger of the Labdxi- 
cidsB in respect to that mysterious murder, should go against 
the popular fame of CEdipus. Yet Jupiter and Apollo how- 
ever are wise, and ken the aflairs of mortals ; but among men, 
that a soothsayer is of more account than I, is no certain 
conclusion; yet a man might surpass wisdom by wisdom:' 
but never would I for my part, until I saw [the seer's] words 
prove true, agree with those who condemn him. The winged 
maid came once publicly, and he was then upon trial seen to 
be sage, and the city's friend ; wherefore in my mind he shall 
never be cast as guilty of a crime. 

Creon. Men and citizens, having learned that CEdipus the 
king accuses me in grievous terms, I come before you ill 
brooking it. For if in these the distresses of the present 
time he considers himself to have suffered aught at my hands, 
at least by word or deed tending to his injury, truly I have 
no hankering after a long-enduring Hfe while I bear this 
report. For- the penalty of this calunmy upon mo tends to 
no simple evil, but to one of the first magnitude, if I am 
henceforth to be called a traitor in the city, a traitor before 
thee and my friends. 

Ch. Yet surely this said reproach came, as it might be, 
forced out by rage, rather than by judgment of the mind. 



epithet ;f jyptvwv, which might apply so well to the bull, derives a tre- 
mendous force from the contrast of the murderer's actual condition. 

' So above, 89. ovre ydp dpaavr^ Ovr' ovv izpo&eiGag elfil tu ye vvv 
"koyo. But ovTB doKovvT* ovT* uKoipuaKovG' are generally taken, with 
deLvuy as nominatives plural, and explained, as by the Scholiast : ovte 
niard ovre uTriara. Yet, as the prophet had aflBrmed CEdipus to be the 
murderer, the Chorus could hardly say that his words neither asserted 
nor denied, and I therefore think the present translation the best. B. 

2 Here there is a lacuna, which Brunck supplies by xpv<^<^f^^'^oc, B. 

• C£ V. 380 — Kai rixvv Tex^VC ^T^epipepovGa, B. 
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Cr. But by what did it appear that, pursuaded by my 
counsels, the prophet speaks his words falsely ? 

Ch. This was indeed averred, but I know not with what 
meaning. 

Cr. But was this same accusation alleged against me with 
eyes and mind set aright ? 

Ch. I know not, for I have no eyes for what my masters 
do. But the man himself is now sallying forth from the 
palace. 

(Edipus. Ho, fellow! how camest thou hither? hast thou 
such a front of impudence that thou art come to my very roof 
being palpably the assassin of this man, and the confessed 
robber of my royalty ? Pray tell me, in heaven's name, what 
cowardice or idiocy having remarked in me hast thou plotted 
to do this ? Was it that I should not detect this work of 
thine, creeping on me by stealth, and when I had learned 
should not protect myself against it ? Why, is not this thine 
enterprise a silly one, without a multitude of friends to be 
hunting after empire, which by numbers and by wealth is to 
be achieved ? 

Cr.* Knowest thou what to do? In answer to what has 
been said, listen to an equal statement, and then be thyself 
the arbiter when informed. 

(Ed. Thou art shrewd at speaking, but I am dull at learn- 
ing of thee ; for I have found thee ill-disposed and irksome 
to me. 

Cr. This very point now first hear from me as I shall 
state it. 

OEd. This very point now see thou tell me not, how thou 
art not a villain. 

Cr, Truly, if thou thinkest willfulness to be any gain when 
separate from understanding, thou thinkest not wisely. 

(Ed. Truly, if thou thinkest that ill-treatment a kinsman 
thou shalt not undergo the penalty, thou thinkest not wisely. 

Cr. I agree with thee that this is spoken with justice : 
but inform me of the grievance, what it may be that thou 
professest to have sufiered. 

(Ed. Didst thou persuade or not pursuade me, that it be* 
hooved me to send some one for the holy man of prophecy? 

Cr. Ay, and am even yet constant to my counsel. 

* See Koen on Gregorius de Dial. Attic. § 2. B. 
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CEd. Well, how long time may it be now, then, since 
Laius — 

Cr. Did what manner of deed ? for I comprehend not 

(Ed. Mysteriously disappeared by a fatal assault 

Cr. Long and ancient periods might be reckoned up. 

CEd. Was, then, this same diviner at that time in the 
practice of his calling. 

Or. At least he was as sage and as much respected. 

(Ed. Well, made he any mention of me then at that tune f 

Cr. Certainly not, never, at least, where I was a bystander. 

(Ed. But held ye no inquisition for the deceased ? 

Cr. We commissioned one ; nay, how should we not ? and 
heard nothmg. 

(Ed. How was it, then, that at that time tbis sage revealed 
not these things ? 

Cr. I know not ; for in matters on which I have no under- 
standing I prefer being silent. 

CEd. Yet this much at least thou knowest, and would state 
if honest of purpose. 

Cr. Of what sort is this thing ? for if I do know it, I will 
not deny it 

(Ed. It is, that unless he had conspired with thee,* ho never 
could have said that the destruction of Laius was my doing. 

Cr. Whether he says so, thou thyself knowest ; but I claim 
the right of ascertaining from thee just the same things which 
thou hast now fiom me also. 

(Ed. Ascertain them ; for certainly I shall not be detected 
a murderer. 

Cr. What sayst thou, then ? art thou married to my own 
sister ? 

(Ed. There is no denial of that thou questionest. 

Cr.'' And hast thou the same sovereignity with her, swaying 
in equal share of territory ? 

1 'O^ ovv€Ka.'\ Thus in the old English, the ballad of the field-mouse : 

" Who for because her livelihood was thin, 
Would needs go seek her townish sister's house." 

2 Doederlin remarks that yyc ought rather to be made to depend upon 
upxet-c than upon laov, and he prefers interpreting laov vf/iuv, ''parem 
dignitatem tribiienSj soil. Jocastse, ut Phil. 1020: ovdiv ijdv yd,p deol 
vefiovai fioi, coll. V. 1062, Ant 1371, nam de liberalitate CEdipi sermo 
est, quae in dando posita est, non de poteutia ejusdem, qua) in obtinondo 
cernitur." B. 
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(Ed. Whatever be her pleasure, she obtains every thing 
from me. 

Cr. Am not I then the third on a par with you too T 

(Ed. Why 'tis even in this in fact thou showest thee a 
false friend. 

Cr. Not so, if at least thou wouldst reason with thyself, 
as I do. But reflect on this first, if thou think that any 
would choose for himself, to rule in a state of apprehension, 
rather than to sleep fearless, if at least he shall still have the 
same powers. Neither, then, am I myself of a nature to 
covet the being a monarch rather than the acting as a monarch, 
nor any other who has a sense of prudence ; for now indeed 
I receive every thing from thee without fear, but were I king 
myself, I should do many things even against my wishes. 
How then is monarchy naturally more pleasing to me to 
possess, than rule and puissance without pain ? I do not yet 
happen to be so much deceived as to wish for aught else 
than what is with profit honorable. Now I am friends with 
all, now every one salutes me, now they who have a suit to 
thee^ summon me out ; for their success is centered altogether 
in me. How then should I, having abandoned this place, 
grasp at that other? A well-intentioned spirit could not 
become wicked. But I am neither by nature a warm admirer 
of this same sentiment, nor should I ever venture on it with 
another to effect it : aud as a test of this, in the first place, 
go to Delphi, and inquire if I have fairly reported to thee, 
what was prophesied; thus much more; if thou detect me 
to have complotted aught in common with the soothsayer, 
take and put me to death, not by a single suffrage, but by 
a double one, both mine and thine ; but hold me not guilty 
without a hearing, on an uncertain opinion. For it is not 
just lightly to deem the wicked good, or the good wicked. 
For to cast away a Aartuous friend, I call as bad as to cast 
away one's own life, which one loves best. But in time 
thou shalt discern all this, without fail, since time alone 
develops the honest man ; but a traitor thou mightest discover 
even in one day. - 

Ch. Commendably hath ho spoken to one who is cautiou? 

* Wunder reads alKuXlovm, "court me," from the conjecture of Dind 
Perhaps the common reading may bo defended by Trach. 120G, uld jx 
iKKa^elf nuTep. 
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of falling, O prince ; for they who are hasty to judge are 
insecure. 

(Ed. When any one takes quick steps in covert plots, it 
needs me to counteract him in counsel quickly ; but if, keeping 
quiet, I wait for him, his plans will be accomplished, but 
mind marred. 

Cr. Well then, what is thine aim ? To eject me from the 
land? 

(Ed. By no means : I wish thee to die, not to be exiled. 

Cr. When thou shalt first have shown the nature of thy 
gradge to me. 

(Ed. Speakest thou as one who will obey neither command 
nor agreement?* 

Cr. Yes ; for I see thou art not in thy right mind. 
• (Ed. For my own interest at least. 

Cr. But thou oughtest as much for mine too. 

(Ed. But thou art a bom traitor. 

Cr. But what an thou understandest nothing ? 

(Ed. Yet still one must be ruled. 

Cr. Surely not by a bad ruler at least 

(Ed. O city, city ! 

Cr. I too have a part in the city, and not thou only. 

Ch. Princes, desist ; but opportunely for you both, I see 
Jocasta advancing from the palace, in concert with whom 
you are bound amicably to settle your quarrel now pending. 

Jocasta. Why, infatuated, have ye raised this unadvised 
strife of tongue, nor blush ye, when our land is thus diseased, at 
stirring up private mischiefs ? Wilt not both thou get thee 
home, and thou, Creon, to thy dwelling, and not raise a 
nothing of an offense to magnitude ? 

Cr. Sister, (Edipus, thy husband, thinks proper to do me 
foul wrong, having limited choice to two evils, either to 
banish me from my father's land, or to take and slay me. 

' Dr. Spillan's version has, " Say you that you will not yield and sub- 
mit ?" The Cambridge, " Do you speak as not about to depart nor to 
obey me?" The old Oxford, *'Sayest thou that thou wilt neither yield, 
nor obey ?" None of these interpretations appear satisfactory. I think 
there is some error in maTevauv, and perhaps no interrogation is needed. 
One would almost expect such a sense as this. " You opcak as one that 
can neither yield nor convince." Tap is similarl^T us«d >V a ;;^q«iaHf'e very 
like the present one, Trach. 1232, cif ipyaaeiuv <n<<J> 6r 'M'ya flooelQ. 
TAAOS, t/c yap rro^'. B. 
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(Ed. I confess it ; for I have detected liim, lady, in mal- 
practices against my person with wicked craft. 

Cb. Now may I never prosper, but perish accursed, if I 
have done aught to thee of what thou accusest me of doing. 

Jo. Oh ! in the gods' name, (Edipus be persuaded to this : 
most especially, indeed, in respect to this adjuration of the 
gods ; secondly, to both me and these who are here present. 

Ch. Be prevailed on, willingly and sensibly, O king, I 
implore thee. 

(Ed. What wilt thou, then, I shall concede to thee ? 

Ch. To respect him who neither ere now was imprudent, 
and now is mighty in virtue of his oath. 

(Ed. Dost know then what thou wishest ? 

Ch. I do know. 

(Ed. Explain, then, what thou hast so say. 

Ch. That thou bring not into impeachment and disgrace 
thy friend, who has thus made oath,* at least upon an un- 
certain charge. 

(Ed. Know now full well, that when thou seekest this, 
thou art seeking death or banishment from this land for me. 

Ch. No, by the god, chieftain of all the gods, the sun, 
cince I wish I may die godless, friendless, the direst of 
all deaths, whatever it be, if I have this design; but the 
withering land wears out the spirits of hapless me, especially 
if these troubles, I mean those which arise from you two, 
shall attach to the previous afflictions. 

(Ed. Then let him be gone ; ay, if it be my destiny utterly 
to fall a victim, or bo thrust out by violence, dishonored 
from this country ; for 'tis thy piteous appeal, not his, that I 
compassionate ; but he, wherever he shall be, shall be loathed. 

Cr. Full of loathing, indeed, thou plainly showest thyself 
in yielding ; but, sad [wilt thou be], when thou shalt have 
exceeded in thy passion. Such tempers, however, are justly 
the most painful to themselves to bear with. 

(Ed. Wilt thou not leave me alone, and get thee forth ? 

Cr. I will be gone, having met with you indeed who know 
me not ; but in the eyes of these men just. 

Ch. Lady, why delayest thou to convey this man within 
the house ? 

* This is Erfurdt's interpretation of hayrj. Liddell well renders it, 
*' who has pledged himself under a curse." See Lexicon, sub v. B. 
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Jo. I wiU, when I baere leaniefi at Ipaac wiiac nuvf iifl:9*» 
happened. 

Ch. An nnceftain mm f im m esasm tJL <%rtwi woniB: «9:9«m 
the unjnst taimt is eiaXaa^ 

Jo. From both of tfaeait 

Ch. Even 90. 

Jo. And what was die wt^ragt 

Ch. Eooogh, eacmgti to me at leant rt mitimn, whmk d^t 
land is preyicnslj dxtremed^ diat it nsit diem wi^m it l#dt 
off. 

(Ed. Seest than to what &011, a ana 4^ sprzcrht in&nckvfi, 
art come,' giving op mj sde^ aa«i haeienm^ jour lu»art 
against me ? 

Ch. O prince. I hare mad nmt r^oiiVi sdnxu^ hoc kru-»w that 
I shonld show mjself beside mj «»uif»]i;, varjvomdt^M ftnm 
regaining those senses, wbete I to Mf9»4e frr^n ehee. wiuv hast 
piloted ri^ht steadilj dcrws the fltf»^ani mine <)wu Hear land, 
when rocking about in troubks ; xod aow t#y>v* be «i6^ «^i>c^ 
V07 to it, if thoa majest. 

Jo. In the gods' name hdam me aW>, O kin^ frr>m what 
circumstances on earth thoo hast eovuteirerl v> ^^reat wrstfh 
as this. 

(Ed. I win tell thee ; (or I hrJd thee, laihr^ hr mr>re re- 
spect than these : it is from CVeoo ; that he has plotted jmeh 
devices accainst me. 

Jo. Speak, if thoa wilt plamlj slate the caine rA qnarrel, 
charging it on him. 

(&). He says that I am the morderer of lAiw, 

Jo. Cf his own privity, or having learned it from other I 

(Ed. Why, by having sent me a knaviiih soodisayer, 
' however ; for as to himself at least, he exenlfiates his speech 
entirely.* 

1 So F. Jacobs : irapulr in^ to the best of mj knowledge, always used 
of what one does of or to cmaf adf^ not of what ooe csmscs another to do. 
(See Ellendt.) The same remsak applies to v^iir. The old translation 
was, " by lowering and deadening my spirit." B. 

* CLy. 52, sq^ B. ylvov is condemned by Hermann as spurious. 

* ». €., from having accosed me. It appears strange that so many com- 
mentators should have misscfl the true sen-se of a j)assage so strongly 
mariced by the particles /jitv ovVf and the yi in the next clause. CEdipna 
is positive (aiv) of Tiresias being merely Creon's mouth-piece, thoo^ 
Oreon himself had vindicated his own language. See Hermann's and 

B 
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Jo. Do thou now, leaving thine own matter alone, as 
touching the things thou speakest of, give ear to me, and 
leam for thy comfort, that there is no mortal thing possessed 
of the prophetic art. But I will develop to thee concise 
evidence of this. For long ago came an oracle to Lai'us, I will 
not assert from Phoebus himself however, but from his min- 
isters, that his doom should come for him to fall by a son who 
should be begotten of me and him. And him, indeed, at 
least as the story goes, do foreign robbers murder on a time, 
at the junction of three carriage-ways. But from the birth 
of the child there intervened not three days before he, having 
tied the joints of its feet together, cast it away by others* 
hands, upon an untrodden mountain. And therein Apollo 
brought to pass neither that it should be the slayer of its 
father, nor that Lmus, the disaster which he then dreaded, 
should die by his son's hand. Such fates did the prophetic 
declarations predetermine, of which take thou no heed. For 
whatever the god investigates as necessary, will he in person 
easily make appear. 

(Ed. What distraction of soul and perturbation of feelings 
at this moment possesses me, having heard thee, lady. 

Jo. By what manner of solicitude altered in mind sayest 
thou this ? 

(Ed. I thought I heard this from thee, that Laius was 
slaughtered near three highways. 

Jo. Yes; for these mings were rumored, nor have they • 
yet ceased to be. 

(Ed. And where is this said spot where this catastrophe 
occurred ? 

Jo. Phocis the land is called : but a separate road leads to 
the same point from Delphi and from Daulia. 

(Ed. And what is the time that has elapsed to these 
events ? 

Jo. Some short time previous to thy coming forward as 
ruler of this land, were these rumors pubhshed to the city. 

(Ed. O Jupiter, what hast thou purposed to do by me ? 

Jo. But what, O (Edipus, is this monster of thy thought ? 



Erfurdt's notes. Tr. — More simply, "he keeps his speech free from 
such assertion." In Liddell's Lexicon it is rendered, " every man's tongue 
is ready to acquit himself." B. 
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(Ed. Question me not yet/ But of L^us tell me what 
personal appearance he had, and that' at what era of his 
prime. 

Jo. Of lofty port, just now whitening to down the hoary 
honors of his head: but he was not very unlike thy own 
form.' 

CEd. Woe me unhappy ! It seems I have, without know« 
ing it, even now forced myself prematurely into horrid curses. 

Jo. How sayest thou f verily I shudder as I glance at thee, 
O king. 

(Ed. Fearfully am I despondent, lest the prophet see too 
well : but thou wilt the surer demonstrate it if thou wilt be 
explicit on one more point 

Jo. Indeed, indeed I shrink from it ; yet what thou shalt 
ask, if aware, I will tell. 

. (Ed. Was he journeying thinly attended, or with a train 
of many armed retainers, as one of a chieftain's rank should ? 

Jo. They were five altogether; and among them was a 
herald : but a single chariot conveyed Laius. 

(Ed. Alas ! all this is now full clear. Who on earth was 
he who told this same narrative to you, lady ? 

Jo. A certain domestic, who in fact was the only one who 
returned safely escaped. 

(Ed. And does he happen to be now at hand in the 
palace ? 

Jo. O no ! for from the time when he returned thence 
and saw both thee holding the government, and Laius dead, 
he petitioned me, grasping ray hand, to send him into the 



1 "Not yet." Porson says, ad Hec. 1260 (ed. Pore.), that fivnu is 
used for /xTJiroTe, which Erfurdt quotes on this place, although totally 
Inapplicable, and quotes moreover without the most essential part, the 
" XiTOTtjg quaedam" of fnjnD for fiT/noTe ; which omission might lead 
one to suppose that Porson thought the two words equivalent, and the 
particle nu to have two senses. 

s "And that." Erfurdt's note on this place is truly admirable, when 
contrasted with the opinions of those learned men who, by dubbing those 
words noirs faineants which they can not express, would conceal their 
own laziness or the poverty of modem lauguages. " Participia ^;tw» 
?.ap6Vf et alia nunquam sic ponuntur, ut nihil plane slgnificent, sem- 
perque imaginibus rerum ad summam illam, cui Grsecorum nobilissima 
gens per omnia studebat, perfectionem exprimendis inserviunt." 

» See Schlegel's Vllth Lecture, p. 102. B. 
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country and to the pastures of the flocks, that he might be 
most completely removed from sight of this city. And I sent 
him : for he was worthy, considering he was a slave, to 
obtain even a higher fevor than this. 

CEd. Would then that he might return to us speedily ! 

Jo. It is possible : but wherefore seekest thou this ? 

(Ed. For myself I fear, lady, lest overmuch have been 
said by me, for which cause I wish to see him. 

Jo. Nay, he shall come. But surely I also am worthy to 
learn, at least, what circumstances are irksome to thee, O 
king. 

CEd. And thou surely must by no means be disappointed 
of this, when I have now arrived at such a pitch of expect- 
ancy.* For to whom could I speak who would be of more 
account even then thou, when implicated in such a fate as 
this ? I had for my father Polybus of Corinth, for my mother,. 
Merope of Doris : and I was esteemed chiefest in rank of the 
citizens of Corinth, before an accident befell me such as I 
shall tell, worthy indeed of wonder, but unworthy never- 
theless of the interest I took in it. For at a banquet a man 
overcharged with wine, brands me over his cups with being 
a supposititious son of my father. And I, deeply displeased, 
with much ado restrained me for that day ; but on the next 
I visited my mother and my father, and strictly questioned 
them ; but they were highly offended for the niFront with 
him who gave vent to the assertion. And I was pleased 
indeed with them : but yet this [innuendo] was always 
galling me, for it had sunk deep in my mind. So unknown 
to my mother and father I go on a journey to Delphi. And 
Phoebus, as to the matters for which I came, sent me away 
without the honor of an answer ; but other fortunes, wretched, 
and horrible, and deplorable, he was but too ready to tell ;'*' 
that it was my doom to commit incest with my mother, and 
that I should bring to light a progeny mankind should nou 

* Erfurdt, referring to v. 829, thinks iXirlc correctly translated by Jiope 
here. The other seems the most natural sequel to CEdipus' words im- 
mediately preceding. 

2 Upoixpavrj Xtyuv. Aperte proedixitj Brunck. But both the sense 
of the passage and the force of npo^uvrjre in the first chorus are in favor 
of the other rendering. Tb. — ^Wunder reads irpovi^rivevt kiyuv. See his 
note. B. 
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endure to behold, and that I should be the murderer of the 
father who begot me. And I on hearing thk, from that time 
forth measuring ' out the site of the land of Gmnth bv the 
stars, began my flight from it to where I might never witness 
the scandals of those evil prophecies about me accomplished. 
But in my travel I reach those very spots on which thou 
sayest that this same monarch met his death. And to thee, 
lady, will I divulge the truth : when I wending on my way * 
was close upon this triple road, there did both a herald, and 
a man mounted on a chaiiot with young steeds, even as thou 
describest, meet me ; and both the guide and the old man 
himself were for driving me by force off the road. So I in 
passion strike him who was turning me off^ the charioteer. 
And the old man when he sees this, having watched my 
passing by, struck me from the car with a doubled goad a 
descending blow on the middle of the head. Ay, and he paid 
a penalty not equivalent, I trow, but hastily struck by a staff 



» But see Heath. B. 

2 This is the first of four passages which Hermaun in his pre&ce to 
Erfurdt's edition has specially noticed. Elmslej in his preface has these 
words . " 'H pro rfv, erarn^ quater reposui *Hv aliquoties ante vocalem 
legitur apud Euripidem, ut in HippoL 1012; Ale. 658; Iph. Aul 944; 
Ion. 280. Quamquam haec omnia cormpta esse suspicor. Sic etiam ter 
Aristophanes, sed in Pluto, novissima omnium fabula, v. t:9, 695, 823. 
Nihil tale apud Sophoclem reperitur. Vid. (Ed. Tyr. 801, 1123, 1389, 
1393; (Ed. Col. T68, 973, 1366; Trach. 87, 414; Aj. 1377 ; PhiL 1219; 
EL 1023." From this remark of our critic, Hermann has taken occasion 
to dUate at some length on the propriety of hmiting the alteration pro- 
posed, and brings forward the following points for consideration ; 1st. 
That if the tragic writers never, and Aristophanes only in his latest writ- 
ten play, used rjVj it is strange that Plato, many of whose writings are 
subsequent to the Plutus, should have adhered to the obsolete form. That 
to the above lines of Euripides no other suspicion of a corrupt text can 
attach than the identical rj in question ; and that therefore it were safer 
to have determined that tragic and comic writers used rjv, in order to 
avoid the hiatus before a vowel 2d. That if ka or fja and eov be found 
in Homer as imperfects of elfii, the old grammarians considered fjriv no 
less so (IL o. 80) : that the ta of Herodotus, the imperfect, seems differ- 
ent from Homer's fo, which in one instance (Od. ^ 351), must be taken 
as an aorist, and may in all he has cited. 8d. That the Attics may, as 
in other cases of a double imperfect, have taken ^, though formed from 
the undoubted imperfect la, as an aorist. For the examples adduced in 
support of this opinion, see Hermann's preface. In this passage he ro* 
tains yvy admitting either to be correct. 
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from this hand, he is instantly rolled out of the chariot pros- 
trate, and I slay the whole of them. But if Laius and this 
same stranger have any near connection,* who is a more pit- 
iable object than I, even I ? What man could there be more 
abhorred of the gods ? to whom it is permitted that none of 
strangers or natives should admit him within their dwellings ; 
that none should even accost him, but thrust him from their 
dwellings : and this it was no other than I, that fastened on 
myself even these curses. Nay the couch of him who is 
deceased do I pollute by my hands, those hands by which he 
fell. Am I not by nature a villain ? am I not totally impure ? 
if I must needs flee the country, and having fled am to be 
permitted neither to behold my own, nor to set foot on my 
native soil ; or I am doomed to be yoked in wedlock with my 
mother," and to kill outright my father Polybus, who reared, 
who begot me. And would not any one, pronouncing all 
this to be the work of a ruthless daemon upon me, be right 
in his words ? Then O may I never, may I never, thou spot- 
less majesty of heaven, see this day, but may I be gone from 
among mankind into darkness ere that I view such a taint of 
misery come upon me. 

Ch. To us, O king, these tidings are alarming : until how- 
ever thou hast ascertained fully from the eyewitness, have hope. 

(Ed. Yes, certainly, so much hope at least I have, as 
merely to abide the coming of the man, the herdsman. 

Jo. But when he has made his appearance, what re- 
assurance canst thou have ? 

(Ed. I will inform thee. For should he be found to be 
in the same story with thee, I for my part may have escaped 
the woe. 

Jo. But what word heardst thou from me, so particularly 
remarkable ? 

(Ed. Thou toldst that he spake of certain robbers, that 
they slew the king : if therefore he shall report the same 
number still, I was not his slayer, for one at least could not 
be the same with many. But if he shall mention one man 
journeying alone, this very deed thereupon plainly falls upon me. 

Jo. Nay, be assured that the tale was so published at 



1 This verse is condemned by L. Dindorf and Wunder. B. 
5 "Wunder's objections to this verse seems reasonable. B. 
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least, and he can not again nullify this at any rate ; for the 
whole city, and not I only, heard these tidings. But i^ after 
all, he should in any point deviate from his former account, 
never, O prince, shsdl he show that Laius* murder at least 
was duly consistent, whom I ween Loxias declared must 
perish by a son of mine.' And yet he, the ill-starred babe, 
never slew him, but himself perished long before. So that I 
never again for the sake of divination at least would turn 
mine eyes either this way or that. 

(Ed. Well dost thou determine ; but yet send one to con- 
vey hither the hind, nor neglect this. 

Jo. I will hasten to d]in>atch one ; but let us go in doors ; 
for I would do naught which might be displeasing to thee. 

Ohobus. O may it be my lot to support me all-sainted 
purity of every word and action, regarding which are pro- 
pounded laws of state sublime, engendered within the fir- 
mament of heaven, whose only father is Olympus ; nor did 
the perishable nature of man give them being, no, nor shall 
oblivion even drown them in sleep. Great is the divinity in 
these, nor groweth old. Insolence engenders the tyrant, 
Insolence, if idly she have been over-glutted with much that 
is neither seasonable nor serviceable, having surmounted the' 
topmost precipice, dashes onward into ruin, where she useth 
her feet in vain. But the rival energy that profits the state I 
implore the deity never to unnerve ; whom never will I cease 
to take for my patron. But if any walk presumptuously in 
deed or word, unawed of justice nor reverencing the seats of 
the powers above, may evil doom overtake him in reward of 
his fatal wantonness ; until he shall gain his gains honestly, 
and refrain himself from all unhallowed things, or if he, vain 
fool, shall grasp at what is sacred from" the touch.' In this 

> This passage is not clear. Bothe and Wunder read, o6v ye for t6v 
ye, " nondum tamen a te Laium interfectum esse omniDO probat" B. 

2 But uKpoTarov and uTroTo/nov can not be joined, and there is equal 
difficulty in the metrical disagreement between this and the strophic 
verse. Dindorf supposes some substantive lost, which Wunder thinks 
may have given place to one of the adjectives. I do not, however, see 
why he should object to joining uTrorofiov with uvayKav, for uTroTOfioc 
may be taken both in its ordinary sense of ** abruptus" (Cf. Herodot. 1, 
84), and for "harsh, rough," as we find in Eurip. Alcest. 931, ovde tic 
dnoTo/jiov TJJiiaTog tariv al66g. B. 

' The difficulty in this passage arises from the separation of the two 
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state of things, what man will ever gain glory* in repulsing 
from his soul the darts of passion? for if practices such as 
these be had in honor, why need I lead the chorus ? Never 
again will I make pilgrimage to the hallowed center of earth 
as worshiper, nor to the shrine at Abse, nor to the Olympian, 
unless' these matters shall turn out congruous, so as to be 
pointed at by the finger of all mankind. But, O sovereign 
Jove, if indeed thou art rightly styled ruler of the universe, 
be it not unregarded by thee and thine ever-undying empire. 
For already they are overthrowing the prophecies delivered 
to La'ius, which fall into decay, and nowhere is Apollo con- 
spicuous in worship, but all that is divine is going to ruin. 
Jo.' Princes of the land, the design has suggested itself to 

clauses, eC rig, ,irop£veTai and 37 rtjif dO , ^ , fiardCcjVt by the intermedi' 
ate words. With ip^erai we must understand fi^, and connect it closely 
with the preceding words. B. 

* This translation follows Hermann's correction ei^eracdvfiov,, 
dfivvELv ; but Hermann has himself changed his mind, and would throw 
out Ip^erai altogether, in which he is followed by Wunder in his third 
editioa ip^erai can not be construed. Hermann's third opinion is that 
we should read rig Itl'ttot' kv rolad' dvilp^ Oeuv 6eX^ rix^ig d/JLvveti>. 
Brunck reads i^ei, Elmsley elp^erai. As this variation of opinions will 
sufficiently puzzle the reader, I will merely observe that Brunck's reading 
appears easiest, and that Hermann's last opinion, as in many other in- 
stances, is his worst. Dindorf leaves the text unintelligible. 6vfi<f) must 
not be altered, for it is against passion that the whole advice of the 
Chorus is directed. And if altered, what are ai roiaide irpd^eig ? The 
sense ought doubtless to be that expressed by the translator, or some- 
thing near it, and the chief difficulty appears to rest in the verb to be 
employed. With this chorus compare the one in the 4th act of Seneca's 
(Edipus. B. 

2 The construction seems rather to be el fii) rdSe dpfwaeL iruaiv fiporolc, 
uGTE xetpodeiKTa elvaiy " unless these things shall turn out to the satisfac- 
tion of all mortals, so that they may point to them with the finger." B. 

3 Jocasta here, contrasted with the Jocasta of the following scenes, 
seems an instance of that 6juaX(Dc dvufiaXoc of Aristotle, which Bossu so 
well illustrated by the regular irregularities of " th' inconstant moon." 
That Jocasta is dvufiakog in the play is evident ; but is she so dfiaTiQg ? 
The mother who in three days from the birth of her first-born could 
abandon him to his fate without an effort to save him ; the queen-consort 
who could so soon forget the husband of her youth that in such time as 
it took to finish a journey from Delphi to Thebes, hear and solve a riddle, 
she could wed an utter stranger ; such a woman might assuredly, without 
violation of historic truth, be represented as changing with the breath of 
every rumor. If any thing were wanting to make the character more 
natural, it is supplied in her clear-sightedness with regard to her husband. 
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me of repairing a suppliant to the temples of the pfodn, liaving 
taken in my hands these chaplets and incenMM)fferin^ii. For 
CEdipus raises his feelings to too high excit^'mc^nt hy griefi* 
of every variety, nor, as should a man of undcrMtaiHiingf 
conjectures what is new by what is old ; hut is the (tjH'akcr*!! 
dupe, if he but speak of horrors. Since then by mivihing I 
m£^e none the more progress, to tliee, O Lycaian Apollo,' 
seeing thou art nearest ut hand, am I come a |M'titi<iner with 
these rites of prayer, that thou ma vest funiish us with mniQ 
holy remedy, smce now we are all quailing to see bim, m 
pilot of the vessel, horror-stricken. 

Messenoer. Could I learn from you, strangors, where i^ the 
abode of the monarch CEdipus? but chiefly of himiielf, tull 
me if ye know where he is. 

Ch. This is his mansion, and himself is within, stranger; 
but this lady is the mother of his children. 

Mes. But may she be prosperous herself, and ever con- 
sort with the prosperous,' for that she is his true and projMir 
wife. 

Jo. Nay, and thou also the same, O stranger, Min(ve thou 
deservest it for thy courteous a(;coHt : but make known lu 
quest of what thou hast como, and what desirous to impart 

Mes. Good to thy house and husband, lady. 

Jo. Of what nature this same goo<l? an<l from whenco 
arrived ? 

Mes. From Corinth ; but at tin; tiilo which I Mhall divulge 
thou mightst perhaps bo gratified ; nay, how shouldst thou 
not ? yet haply might«t thou be sorry. 

Jo. But what IS it? what sort of twofold for<^ do<tH it 
thus possess ? 

Mes. The inhabitants of the Isthniiau land will set him 
up for their king, as was there re[)orted. 

Jo. But what ? is not the aged Poly bus still on the throne I 

who, she says, ^ari rod Xiyovroc, quito unconscious of this being hof 
own chief weakness. 

* Probably having an altar on llio stage, in front of tho palaco. Sofl 
the Schol. B. 

2 Here seems to be a masterly allusion to tho real state of things. Tlio 
very messenger, whose intelligence leads to tho fatal discovery, lays em- 
phatic stress upon the married felicity of Jocastal Musgrave hasmado 
a similar remark respecting the words, yvvi^ di /^V^VP* B. 

2* 
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Mes. No truly, since death prisons liim in the grave. 

Jo. How hast thou said ? is Polybus deceased, old man ? 

Mes. If I speak not the truth, I confess me worthy of 
death. 

Jo. Ho, handmaiden, wilt thou not be gone and tell this 
with all speed to thy lord ? Predictions of the gods, where 
are ye ? This very man (Edipus, long ago in alarm lest he 
should murder, went into banishment, and now, behold 1 he 
has perished by course of nature, not by my husband. 

(Edipus. O dearest head of my wife Jocasta, wherefore hast 
thou sent for mo hither out of the palace here ? 

Jo. Listen to this man, and as thou hearest, mark to what 
are come the solemn predictions of the god. 

(Ed. But who can this man be, and what has he to tell 
me? 

Jo. From Corinth, to bring thee news that thy father Polybus 
is no more, but is dead. ^ 

(Ed. What sayest thou, stranger ? Do thou thyself become 
my infonnant. 

Mer. If I must first deliver me of this fact clearly, be 
assured that he is dead and gone.^ 

(Ed. By treachery, or the encounter of desease ? ^ 

Mes. a trifling bend of the scale sends aged frames to rest 

(Ed. By sickness, it seems, the poor suft'erer wasted away. 

Mes. And'* commensurately, I ween, with a long time 
of life. 

(Ed. Alas ! alas ! when then, my queen, should any one 
regard the prophetic hearth of Pytho, or the birds that scream 
above our heads, under whose predestination I was fated to 
slay my own father ? But he is dead and buried deep down 
in earth, while I here before you am guiltless of handling 
weapon against him, unless in any degree he pined away from 
regret of me,* but so he might have died by my means. The 



* Not with ddov understood after OavdaLfioVy but the latter agreeing 
with (iEiiriKoTay according to Erfurdt. 

^ Seneca (Edip. act iv. sc. 2, 4, " Edissere agedum, quo cadat fiito 
parens. Senex. Animam senilem mollis exsolvit sopor." B. 

' ^vfifierpovfiEvoQ must be taken with JttpdiTo understood, as if it were 
the adverb ^fifierpovfievu^. This is much the most simple way. B. 

* Perhaps for ovto & we should read ovto y\ " ita saltem," " So, fo^ 
sooth, he might have died by my means." B. 
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present oracles then Polybus has swept off with him utterly 
worthless, and lies in Hades. 

Jo. Did I not now forewarn thee of this long ago ? 

CEd. Thou didst say it ; but I was led away by my fear. 

Jo. See thou no longer give one of them place in thy mind 
now. 

CEd. And how must I not shrink from a mother^s bed ? 

Jo.* But why should man fear, whom the decrees of chance 
control, while there is no certain foresight of aught ? T were 
best to live at random, e'en as one could. But have thou no 
fear of the 'bridal alliance with thy mother ; for many amon^ 
mankind have ere now, and that in dreams, done incest with 
a mother; but to whomsoever this reckons as nothing, he 
bears his life the easiest. 

(Ed. Fairly had all this been stated by thee, had my 
mother happened not to have been alive ; but now, since she 
does live, there is positive necessity, even though thou sayest 
feirly, for me to recdXL 

Jo. And yet the burial of thy father at least throws a great 
light on this. 

(Ed. Great, I admit; but I have dread of the surviving 
woman. 

Mes. But on what woman's account it is even that ye are 
afrud? 

(Ed. Of Merope, old man, with whom Polybus used to live. 

Mes. But what is there of her which makes to your ap- 
prehension ? 

(Ed. a dreadful heaven-sent prediction, stranger. 

Mes. Is it to be spoken, or is it not lawful that another 
know it ? 



^ These reflections on the part of the king and queen are the more un- 
grateful, in that Apollo had just sent them, without demur, instructions 
for the removal of the plague. The whole demeanor of these impious 
personages, who 

" Lifted up so high, 

Disdained subjection, and thought one step higher 

Would set them highest ;" 
and their encouragement of each other in irreligion, reminds one forcibly 
of Vathek and Nourouihar, when " with haughty and determined gait" 
they descended the staircase of Istakhar to the Hall of Eblis. In both 
princes curiosity is the prime agent; and in both 'yppig, uKpoTarw 
elaavapda* dirorofioVf tjpovaev ig uvdyKav, 
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(Ed. Most certainly it is. For Apollo foretold once that 
it was my destiny to be my own mother's paramour, and with 
mine own hands to shed my father's blood. For which cause 
has Corinth, this long while, been dwelt far away from by me, 
prosperously indeed ; but still it is most sweet to behold the 
faces of one's parents. 

Mes. Why, was it in dread of this thou becamest an exile 
from thence ? 

(Ed. And from desire also to avoid being my fether's mur- 
derer, old man. 

Mes. Why then have I not released thee from this thy 
fear, O king, since in fact I came thy well-wisher ? 

(Ed. And if you do so, thou shsJt have a right worthy re- 
compense of me. 

Mes. Ay, and I swear I came especially for this, that, on 
thy restoration to thy home, I might in some way be advan- 
taged. 

(Ed. But never will I come into the preSfence of my parents, 
at least. 

Mes. My son, thou* feirly showest that thou knowest not 
what thou art doing. 

(Ed. How, old man ? In the name of the gods, instruct 
rae. 

Mes. If for these causes thou shunnest to return home. 

(Ed. It is at least from alarm lest Phoebus prove in the 
issue true toward me. 

Mes. Is it lest thou shouldst contract contamination from 
thy parents ? 

(Ed. This very thing, old man, even this forever aflfrights 
me. 

Mes. Knowest thou not, then, that thou tremblest with no 
just cause ? 

(Ed. Nay, how should I not, at least if I was the child of 
these progenitors? 

Mes. Even because Polybus was in no wise of kin to thee. 

(Ed. How hast thou said? why, was not Polybus my 
father ? 

' This is the most literal construing of koAcjc ^l dyhyc. On KaXug in 
the sense of "valde," "proraus," see Wakefield and Schsefer. Compare 
the Latin phrases " pulchre scire, intelligere." B. 
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Mes. Not a whit more than he thou seest before thee, 
about as much. 

(Ed. And how comes one's &ther to be on a par with no 
one?* 

Mes. But neither he begat thee, nor I. 

(Ed. But in consideration of what, then, did he alJow me 
a son's title ? 

Mes. Know, it was from having received thee formerly a 
present from my hands. 

(Ed. And then did he, though from another's hand, thus 
dearly love me ? 

Mes. Yes, for his former childless state induced him. 

(Ed. But wert thou my purchaser or parent,' and gavest 
me to him ? 

Mes. Having found thee in thd bushy dells of CithaeroD. 

(Ed. But for what purpose wert thou a wayfarer in those 
said regions ? 

Mes. I used to Be superintendant there of the mountain 
flocks. 

(Ed. How ! wert thou a shepherd and a wanderer on a 
menial drudgery? 

Mes. Ay, but thy saviour at the same time, my son ! 

(Ed. But what pain dost thou find me suffering in that 
wretchedness ? 

Mes. The joints of thy feet might attest that 

(Ed. Woe is me ! why mention this ancient curse ? 

Mes. I unbind thee having the soles of thy feet bored 
through. 

(Ed. Dire indignity, indeed, did I sustain from these 
tokens.' 

* This, according to Erfurdt, is not to be understood of the meanness 
or nothingness of the herdsman, but, as he paraphrases it, " Qui dici 
possunt genuisse aliquem, quorum nemo genuit i" See v. 838, and the 
note following. 

2 " Or parent." Hermann remarks that it might seem wonderful for 
CEdipus to ask this, when the messenger had just told him that he was 
not his father any more than Polybus; but that he must consider 
CEdipus as attending to the intention of the old man, and not his words. 
Hence, too, when CEdipus says rwf 6 <f>vaag e| ioou r^ fxTjdevi ,■ he does 
not allude slightingly to the old man, but merely to himself having no 
father. 

* Brunck translates andpyava by crepundia^ child's baubles or badges, 
not supplying ^/c, which uvEi'kouTiv however seems to require. Perhaps 
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Mes. Insomuch that thou wert named this misfortune as 
thou art. 

(Ed. Say, in heaven's name, by my father's or my mother's 
deed? 

Mes. I know not ; but he who gave thee understands this 
better than I. 

(Ed. Why didst thou receive me of another, nor find me 
thyself? 

Mes. I found thee not, but 'tis another shepherd who trans- 
ferred thee to me. 

(Ed. Who was this? knowest thou to designate him in 
words ? 

Mes. He was named, I am sure, one of the servants of 
Lams. 

(Ed. Of him who was monarch of this land long ago ? 

Mes. Certainly. Of that very man was this a herdsman. 

(Ed. And is he yet alive, that I may see him ? 

Mes. You, the natives of this country surely should best 
know. 

(Ed. Is there any of you bystanders who knows this herds- 
man to whom he alludes, having seen him in short either in 
the country or here ? inform me, since it is the moment for 
this to be investigated. 

Ch. I, indeed, deem him none other than the servant from 
the country, whom even before this thou soughtest diligently 
to see. But, however, Jocasta here could certify this the best 

(Ed. Lady, knowest thou him whom but now we were earn- 
est should come, and of whom this person speaks ? 

Jo. (wildly,) But who, who is he of whom ho spake ? 
Heed it not: nay, what has been uttered, do not wish so 
much as to remember for no good. 

there might have been in onupyavov a sense not given by lexicographers, 
from the verb anapydo), tumeo. Tr., who rendered it, " Ah, dire indig- 
nity, indeed, did I bring off with me from my swaddling clothes." But 
it is far more elegant to suppose an allusion to the crepundia, which were 
hung about the necks of children when exposed. (See Wunder's note.) 
To these CEdipus compares the wounds in his feet. Nicolaus Damascenus, 
in the same MS. extract quoted above, uses the phrase, ^6ei ydp rove 
TTofJaf vnd anapyuvcjv. Seneca, who imitates this whole scene closely, 
understood it as T do, act 4, sc. 2, 39 : (Edipus. " Nunc adjice cartas 
corporis nostri noias, Senex. Forato ferro gesserafl vestigia^ Tumore 
nactus nomen ao vitio pedum." B. 
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(Ed. This can not be, that I having obtained such a clew as 
this, shall not elucidate my descent 

Jo. By the gods I beg thee, do not, if at least thou care 
for thine own life, investigate this : 'tis enough that I be ill 
at ease. 

(Ed. Courafije ; for never, not even were I proved by three 
descents a trebly servile slave, wilt thou be exposed as base. 

Jo. Yet obey me, I conjure thee : do not this. 

(Ed. I could not obey thee in not clearly sifting this out. 

Jo. And yet with kind intentions at least I advise thee for 
the best. 

(Ed. Why now it is this very best that long since aggrieves 
me. 

Jo. Miserable man, I would thou mightest never know 
who thou art ! 

(Ed. Will some one go and bring hither to me the herds- 
man ? But for her, leave her to enjoy her noble lineage. 

Jo. Woe, woe, unhappy man ! for this only have I to say to 
thee, but other word hereafter — none. 

Ch. For what possible cause can the queen be gone, O 
(Edipus, having rushed away under the impulse of a wild 
anguish ? I dread lest from this very silence there burst forth 
mischief. 

(Ed. Burst forth whatever will : but I shall choose to dis- 
cover my origin, even if it be humble. But she perhaps, 
since for a woman she has a high spirit, is scandalized at this 
my meanness of extraction. But I, ranking myself the child 
of that Chance which gives me her blessing, shall not feel 
dishonored. For of her, as of a mother, was I born,' and 
the congenial months ordained, me humble and exalted. 
But being born such, I could never turn out to be another, 
that I should not search out my pedigree. 

Chorus.'' If I am indeed a prophet, and knowing in my 

* Hermann understands by (Tvyyevelg //^vef, menses qui mecum fuervni^ 
i. e., viioe mece. The translation above given is susceptible of the same 
meaning. 

2 The chorus here changes its tone from that of the preceding ode very 
suddenly, and more for the advantage of the reader (who thereby gains a 
beautiful snatch of a Greek allegro) than of its own character for consist- 
ency. Still these fond ancestral reveries in honor of a patriot king 
awaken in us the sense of contrast by touches almost Miltonic : them- 
selves a fairy dream, they shape us out a fearful reality, " which sub* 
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mind, thou, O Cithaeron, I swear by Olympus, shalt not, by 
to-morrow's full moon, be without experience of our extolling 
thee at least as both of one country with CEdipus, and as his 
nurse, and as his mother, nor of being visited by us in choric 
dances, as performing acceptable service to my princes. But 
O that this, O Healer Apollo, might be agreeable to thee. 
Who, O son, what daughter ^ of the immortals, I wonder, was 
tliy mother, visited haply as a paramour by mountain-ranging 
Pan, or, since 'tis thou, by Apollo ? for to him the champaign 
downs are all endeared : or did the reigning prince of Cyllene, 
or the Bacchanalian god, whose home is on the topmost hills, 
receive thee a foundling from some one of the Heliconian 
nymphs, with whom he is oftenest frolicking. 

(Ed. If I too have any right to conjecture, old man, who 
have never yet had converse with him, methinks I see that 
very herdsman, whom all this while we are seeking. For in 
his extreme old age he corresponds as the cotemporary of 
this man here; and besides, I recognize his conductors as 
my own domestics. But in acquaintance with him thou very 
possibly mayest have the advantage of me, from having seen 
the herdsman before. 

Ch. Why yes, be sure I do ; for I have known him since 
he belonged to Laius, trusty in his degree of grazier, if ever 
another were. 

(Ed. Thee first I interrogate, the Corinthian stranger, is 
this the man thou meanest ? 

Mes. This very man whom thou seest. 

(Ed. Ho, thou old man, look hither toward me, and 
answer to all that I shall ask thee. Wert thou ever in 
Laius' service ? 

stance may be called, yet shadow seems," and, like the funeral oration 
of Pericles, are ever linked and haunted with an opposing spirit, a mys- 
terious douI)le of what meets the ear. 

^ Hermann's alteration of the punctuation here has restored dvyunjp 
to her rightful inheritance, by omitting the note of interrogation after 
fiQKpaicjvcjv, If his note leave any thing unexplained in full, it is the 
force of ce ycj which probably infers Apollo, father of CEdipus, because 
the latter was so apt in solving hard sayings. Tb. — The passage is still 
unsatisfactory ; and Wunder condemns both rig Ovyurrjp and ce yE as cor- 
rupt. Perhaps we might read liavbg dpeaaipard nov (or (Saruo with 
Wunder). UpoanETiaadela^ eire ce rig Ovyarijp Aof/ov, i, e., IJavog eiTe 
\o^iov. On the omission of the first eEre, c£ .^!scL Ag. 1403, and above 
617, Tioyoiaiv eir' ipyoiaiv. B, 
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Servant, I was ;* a slave, not purchased, but reared in 
his house. 

(Ed. Concerned in what avocation, or manner of life ? 

Ser. For the best part of my life I was in attendance on 
flocks. 

(Ed. In what places principally a resident ? 

Ser. It would be Cithaeron, and it would be the adjacent 
districts. 

(Ed. Well then, knowest thou this man, having mado 
acquaintance with him any where in these parts ? 

Ser. As doing what thing ? of what manner of man even 
art thou speaking ? 

(Ed. This man, who is before thee : hast thou ever before 
now had dealings with him ? 

Ser. Not at least that I could readily affirm it from 
recollection. 

Mes. And no wonder either, my lord : but I will distinctly 
remind him of forgotten times ; for I am sure he knows when 
in the region of Cithaeron, he being with two flocks, I with 
one, I was the neighbor of this very man fiom spring to 
early autumn, three entire periods of six months each. And 
when now it was winter, I used on my part to drive my 
charge into sheepcotes, and he to the pens of Laius. Say I 
any of these things or say I it not as was done ? 

Ser. Thou speakest the truth, though in snoth from a 
distant time. 

Mes. Come, now tell me ; rememberest thou to have given 
me any child at that time, that I might rear it aa a nursling 
to myself? 

Ser. But what means this? wherefore inquirest thou in 
these words? 

Mes. This, my comrade, is that very one who was then an 
infant. 

Ser. Will not perdition seize thee? wilt not hold thy 
peace ? 

(Ed. Hold, old man! chastise not this man, since thin^ 
own words have more need of a chastiser than his. 

Ser. But in what, my most gracious liege, am I in fault ? 



' Hermann reading r/ here, says, " et hie quidem aperta eet ponati sig' 
nificatio neque id eram quisquam, aed fui vertit." See note on v. 793. 
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(Ed. In not declaring the child of whom this man asks 
thee. 

Ser. Because he speaks knowing nothing, but labors in 
vain. 

(Ed. Thou indeed wilt not speak as a favor, but to thy 
cost thou shalt speak.^ 

Ser. Do not, I pray, for the love of the gods, ill use me, 
an old man. 

(Ed. Will not some one with all speed tie this fellow's 
ifiands behind him ? 

Ser. Wretched man, for what purpose? what wouldst 
ihovL know more ? 

(Ed. Gavest thou to this man the boy of whom he questioDS 
thee? 

Ser. I did ; but O that I had died on that day. 
. (Ed. Nay, to this thou wilt come, at least if thou speak 
not the truth. 

Ser. Much more certain is my destruction, if I shall 
speak. • 

(Ed. This fellow, it seems, is driving at delay. 

Ser. Not I, truly ; but I said long ago that I had given 
the boy. 

(Ed. Whence having got him ? of thine own house or of 
r.ny other ? 

Ser. Surely I gave not my own away, but I received him 
from some one. 

(Ed. From whom among these citizens, and from a house 
of what degree ? 



* The altercation with CJreon, and this scene with the shepherds, from 
the snarling repartee which runs through them, are supposed by Twining 
to be among the parts of our poet which gave occasion to the ridiculous 
idea of a comic writer in Diogenes Laeriius (4. 20.) that Sophocles had 
a dog to help him write tragedies ; kvuu rig kdoKei uvfinoielv MoXottikoc. 
That eminent translator seems to forget that anger levels most men, and 
that of kings especially " the wrath is great ;" he forgets that every pass- 
age, he has produced from Sophocles to this point, is the expression of 
angry feeling ; he forgets the simplicity of the times of which he is 
writing. But when he quotes Longinus, to prove that in these places 
the spirit of Sophocles a^kvvvraL d/loywf, koI TriirTei urvx^oTaru' putting 
aside that as to Longinus's meaning he begs the question, let him show 
that Longinus ever wrote naturally for ten lines together, ere he takes 
that really great critic's dictum on the expression of heated feelings. 
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Ser. Do not for the gods' sake, do not, my sovereign, 
inquire further. 

(Ed. Thou diest, if I shall ask thee this again. 

Ser. It was then one of Laius' otispring. 

(Ed. a slave, or one by birth of kin to him ? 

Ser. Woe is me ! I am surely on the verge of speaking 
the very horror. 

(Ed. And I surely of hearing : yet it must be heard. 

Ser. Why then, it was said to be actually his own child ; 
but the lady within could best inform thee how this stands. 

(Ed. Why, is she the donor of this child to thee ? 

Ser. Even so, sire. 

(Ed. For what purpose ? 

Ser. That I might make away with him. 

(Ed. The own mother, hard-hearted ?* 

Ser. In horror, however, of evil prophecies. • 

(Ed. Of what import ? 

Ser. There was a story, that ho should be his parents* 
murderer. 

(Ed. How camest thou then to resign him to this elder ? 

Ser. Pitying it, my liege, as supposing that he would 
carry him away to another land, whence he himself was : but 
he reserved him for the direst miseries : for if thou art he 
whom this man declares thee to be, know thou art bom to a 
cursed destiny. 

CEd. Alas ! alas ! All the predictions turn out true.' O 
light, may I look on thee now for the last time : I, that have 
been shown the son of those of whom I should not have been, 
holding commerce with those with whom it became me not, 
and having killed whom it was my duty never. 

Chorus. O generations of mortals, how as nothing do I 
reckon you in this life ! For where, where is the man that 
achieves more of happiness," than barely so much as to fancy 



' Erfurdt has a note here from Ruhnken's Preface to Scheller's Lexi- 
con, which seems uncalled for. TX^ul means " to have the heart" to do 
any thing ; and rXiffzov here takes this signification much better, surely, 
than that of perdita or miser. 
2 See Wunder on v. 922. B. 
• Grotius elegantly translates : 

" Haec est sola beatitas Humane generi data, 
Quam quis dum putat accipit, Ammittitquo putando." B. 
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be has it, and so fancying to fall away from it ? Even^ thine 
example having before me, thy destiny, even thine, O hapless 
(Edipus, I term" nothing of mortal fortunes happy : thou 
who with excess of fortune aimed at and achieved the prize 
of all-blissfiil prosperity, O Jove! having done to death the 
maiden prophetess with forked talons, nay, a bulwark against 
slaughters didst thou stand up to my country, whence also 
thou art titled my sovereign, and hast been supremely digni- 
fied with honor, lording it in Thebes the mighty. But now 
as I hear, who is more miserable ? who in reverse of state is 
more familiar with cruel griefs and troubles ? Alas ! Oh 
glorious majesty of (Edipus, to whom one and the same 
ample haven was enough for son and father as a bridegroom 
to run into: how ever, how ever were thy father's furrows 
enabled to endure thee in silence so long, unfortunate ? Time 
th,e all-seeing detected thee reluctant; justice long since 
sentences the marriageless marriage, begetting and begotten. 
Oh ! son of Laius, would, would that I had never seen thee. 
For I mourn with passing sorrow from Toudly-plaintive lips. 
Yet to tell the truth, by the bounty have I drawn my breath 
again, and closed mine eyes in repose. 

Messenger Extraordinary. O ye, ever respected the 
most highly of this land, what deeds shall ye hear, what 
deeds shall ye witness, how heavy a grief shall ye have to 
bear, if from a feeling of kindred ye are yet concerned for 
the house of Labdacus? For, I believe, neither Ister, nor 
Phasis, could lave with water of purification this roof before 
you of all which it conceals : while other ills will forthwith 
show themselves to the light, ills voluntary, and not unin- 
tended. But of mischiefs, those are the most afflicting which 
show themselves self-incurred. 

Cfl. N'ay, even what we knew before lacks naught of being 
deeply deplorable : but what hast thou to tell in addition to 
those ? 

M. E. The speediest of tales both to tell and to hear : the 
most noble Jocasta is no more. 

Ch. Most unhappy woman ! By what earthly means ? 

M. E. Herself by her own hand. But of the action the 

^ "Wunder more rightly reads with Camerarius rov gov tol^ " holding 
thy fortunes, yea thine, as an example." B. 
2 ovSeva is against the meter, and altered by Hermann. B. 



1238—1271. (EDIPUS TTRANNUa 46 

most painful part is spared us, since the eye-witness is not 
ours ; but yet, as far at least as the memory of them resides 
in me, thou shalt hear the sufferings of that lost princess. 
For when, instinct with fury, she passed by within the portal, 
she went straight to her bridal bed, tearing her hair with 
both her hands; and having, as soon as she was within, 
violently closed the doors on the inside, she cries on Lai'us, 
now long since dead, bearing in memory that ancient issue 
by whose hands he was himself to die, and leave the mother 
to his own, a procreatress of wretched children. But she 
mourned over the couch where she had become, unfortunate, 
the mother of a double progeny, husbands by husband, 
children by children. And how after this she perished I 
have no further knowledge ; for CEdipus with outcries broke 
in, for whom it was impossible for us to witness her fate to 
its end ; but we turned our eyes on him roving round. For 
be begins wildly rushing, beseeching us to furnish him with 
a weapon, and tell him where to reach " the wife yet no 
wife, his mother with her common womb for himself and his 
children." To him in his frei^zy some unearthly power dis- 
covers this, for it was no one of us men who were standing 
by : but shouting fearfully, as with some guide to lead him 
he sprung in against the double doors, and from their very 
deepest fastening he wrenched the hollow staples, and fells 
in upon the apartment ; where we then looked in upon his 
wife suspended, entangled in twisted nooses. But he, when 
he sees her, with horrible bellowings, poor wretch ! loosens 
the hanging knot; but when the hapeless was laid on the 
ground, the sequel was awful to behold : for having torn off 
from her the gold-embossed clasps* of her vestments, where- 
with she used to adorn herself, he lifted them and smote the 
balls of his own eyes, uttering words of this sort, " that 'twas 
because they had discerned for him neither what mischiefs 

> Perhaps this was an attempt of the poet to reconcile his fair-armed 
country-women to long sleeves, they having lost the privilege of the 
Trepovai by their inhuman conduct toward the sole survivor of the dis- 
astrous -^ginetan expedition. See Herod, v. 87 ; on which place Larch- 
er quotes an old scholiast, to prove that the Lacedaemonians adopted 
this dress with clasps in order to make their women masculine, and the 
Athenians the Ionian with a view to the opposite effect. As the Argivo 
ladies wore large clasps on this same event taking place, 'tis to be hoped 
they did not worship Juno in vain. 
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he was suiOfering, nor what he was doing ; but darkly should 
they see, for the time to come, those whom he ought never 
to have seen, nor should they recognize those whom he so 
longed to recognize." Venting curses such as these full 
often, and not once only* did he wound them, forcing up his 
eyelids. And at once the bloody pupils bedewed his cheeks, 
nor emitted mere hmnid drops of gore, but all at once, a 
shower of sable blood-clot hail was shed.' These are miseries 
that broke forth of two, not of him alone, but the consorted 
miseries of a husband and a wife. For their happiness of a 
long date before, 'twas hitherto deserving of the name ; but 
now, on this very day, lamentation, ruin, death, dishonor of 
whatsoever ill whatever name there be, not one is wanting. 

Ch. But in what respite from ill is the sufferer now ? 

M. E. He is shouting for some one to open the barriers, 
and expose to all the race of Cadmus the slayer of his father, 
his mother's — uttering unholy things, things not for me to 
speak ; purposing seemingly to make himself an outcast from 
the land, nor any longer to tarry in his home accursed, as ho 
cureed himself. Yet still he. wants strength at least, and 
some one for his guide ; since his disease is greater than ho 
can bear. Nay, he will show thee so himself. For theso 
fastenings of the gates are being opened, and speedily shalt 
thou behold a spectacle of such a sort as even an enemy must 
pity. 

Ch. Oh, disaster fearful to mankind to behold ! Oh most 
fearful of all that I have ever yet encountered ! What 
frenzy, sad sufferer, beset thee ? What demon is it that, 
with mightier than the mightiest bound, hath sprung on 
thine unblest fate ? Woe, woe, unfortunate I But I can not 
so much as look on thee, anxious as I am to question much, 
much to learn, and much to see, such shuddering dost thou 
cause me. 

(Ed. Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, alas, alas, wretch that I am ! 
whither on earth am I^ miserable, carried 1 Where is flitting 

* Hermann joins the words ttoXXukic re kovk una^ with k<^v[ivCJv^ and 
says of Elmsley's punctuation that it gives a meaning " justq crudelius." 
The imperfect vpaaae, however, favors the old way of rendering. Potter 
translates as Hermann. 

2 The two following verses are bracketed by Dindorf, and considered 
corrupt by Wunder. B. 
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this voice which I hear thus hurriedly ? Oh, fate, whither 
hast thou leaped ? 

Ch. To horror, not fit for hearing, nor for sight. 

(£d. O cloud of my darkness, abominable, falling upon me 
unspeakable, in that thou art alike unconquerable, and all- 
prosperous to my bane. Ah me ! Ah me ! again and again, 
Ah me ! How hath sunk deep within me hand in hand at 
once the maddening sting of Uicse goads, and the memory of 
my woes ! 

Oh. And surely it is no wonder, in afflictions great as 
these, that thou hast a double sorrow, and bearest double ills. 

(Ed. O my friend, thou as mine adherent art still constant, 
for still dost thou submit to care for me the blind. Alas! 
alas ! for thou escapest me not, but well do I know thee, 
darkened though I be, at least thy voice. 

Ch. O thou of dreadful deeds, how hadst thou the heart 
thus to mangle thine eyes ? What higher power prompted 
thee to it ? 

(Ed. Apollo was he, Apollo, O my friends, that brought 
to pass these my, my wretched sufferings. But no one wil- 
fully pierced them, but hapless I. For what need had I of 
sight, I, to whom when seeing there was naught sweet to 
look on ? 

Ch. This was so, even as thou sayest 

(Ed. What then, I pray, have I, object of sight, of love, of 
accost, that I could hear any longer with pleasure, my friends ? 
Bear me away from the place with all speed, bear me away, my 
friends, the monstrous destruction, the most accursed, and most 
god-detested of human kind. 

Oh. O lamentable alike in thy feeling and thy fate, how have 
I wished that I at least had never known thee ! 

(Ed. Perish he, whosoever he be, that took me from the 
barbarous chain that pastured on my feet, and rescued and pre- 
served me from a violent death earning a thankless return ; for 
had I died then, I had not been so great a sorrow to my friends 
nor self. 

Oh. This would have been to my wish also. 

(Ed. Ay, then I had not come the slayer of my father at 
least, nor been titled by mankind the bridegroom of those of 
whom I sprung. But now am I a godless being, child of unho- 
ly parents, allied to those from whom I wretched drew my birth. 
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But if there be in kind one evil among evils paramount, this to 
his share hath (Edipus. 

Ch. I know not how to say that thou hast well advised ; for 
thou wert better to live no longer than live in blindness. 

(Ed. That this hath not been best done thus, tutor me not, 
nor counsel me longer. For I know not with what manner 
of eyes beholding, I could have looked my father in the fiace 
when I went down to Hades,* no, nor my hapless mother, to 
both of whom deeds have been done by me that hanging is 
too good for. But forsooth the sight of my children was to 
be coveted by me to see, springing forth as they sprung. 
No, to my eyes never : nor citadel, nor tower, nor sacred 
images of gods, whereof I the all-unhappy, noblest by birth 
of any one at least in Thebes, have bereaved my own self, 
myself enjoining all to thrust out the impious one, the man 
branded of heaven as polluted" [and proved to be] of the race 
of Laius, could I, who had exposed such a blot m mine own 
person, ever look on these with steadfast eyes? No, never, 
surely ! Nay, had there been yet means of stoppage of the 
fountain of hearing through my ears, I would not have re- 
frained from blocking up my miserable body, that I might 
have been both sightless and devoid of hearing :' for to have 
one's fielings abiding beyond reach of one's misfortunes were 
sweet. Alas, Cithaeron, wherefore harboredst thou me ? 
wherefore having taken mo in didst thou not fortwith kill 
me, that I had never shown mankind in the lineaofe whence I 
sprang ?* O Poly bus and Corinth, and ancient halls, reputed 

> The ancients believed that whatever defects or injuries men suffered 
during Ufe, they carried with them to the shades below. Thus, in Virgil, 
Mn. vi. 450, JSneas meets Dido "recens a vulnere," and 495, "Dei- 
phobum vidit, lacerum crudeliter ora." So Clytaemnestra says in-<Esch. 
Eum. 103, 6pa 6i nXTjydc ruade. B. 

2 Hermann's punctuation has been followed here in joining Kal yevovg 
Tov Aatov to the next line. Te. — I have preferred following Dindorf and 
Wunder. B. 

3 " Hie etsi imperfect um recte se habet, ut essem ccecus et surdtis, tamen 
etiam aoristo locus est, ut foetus essem ojscus et surdus^ verbo fj idem quod 
iyevofiTiv significante." Herm. Pref. see note on v. 793. 

< Hermann, reading ^v, observes that here, if any where, an aorist 
might be thought neeidful, to express the sense L>g lihi^a /iTJiroTe hOev 
kyevvTJOTjv. But though 7 without the participle would stand for eyev- 
vr/OrjVy with it ^ will not, because yey6g implies time present, and thus 
y yeyug would be unde natus faissem^ a proper expression of one once. 
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my ancestors', what a goodly outside skin of scare beneath 
have ye reared me ! For now am I discovered vile, and of 
the vile. O ye three roads, and thou concealed dell, and 
oaken copse, and narrow outlet of three ways, which drank 
mine own blood from 'my father, shed by mine own hands, do 
ye remember me how that I^-what deeds having done to you, 
then came hither, and again what deeds I perpetrated? O 
bridals, bridals, ye have begotten us, and having begotten, 
again ye brought to light the selfeame seed, and display fa- 
thers, brothers, sons, blood all of one tribe, brides, wives, and 
mothers, and all the deeds that are most infamous among man- 
kind. But, for it is not fitting to utter what neither is it fit- 
ting to do, with all speed, in heaven's name, hide me some- 
where far away, or slay me, or set me adrift on the sea, where 
never again ye shall behold me. Come, deign to touch a wretch 
forlorn. Be prevailed on, fear not ; for evils such as mine no 
mortal but I is liable to bear. 

Ch. But for what thou requestest at an apt moment comes 
Greon here, to act or to advise, since he is left sole protector 
of the realm in thy room. 

CEd. Woe is me ! In what words then shall we address 
him I What trust shall there in reason be shown to me by 
him ? For in the former transactions have I been discovert 
altogether base toward him. 

Creon. Not as a scoffer, (Edipus, have I come, nor to re- 
proach thee with any of the former wrongs. But do ye, if ye 
no longer blush before the race of man, at all events respect 
more the fire of the royal sun that feeds all thin^ than to 
exhibit a pollution such as this thus uncovered, wmch neither 
earth, nor heaven-sent^ rain, nor light will put up with. But 
as speedily as possible convey him to his home ; for that those 
of the family alone should see and hear the miseries of a rela- 
tive, is what piety requires. 

CEd. For the gods' sake, since thou hast forced me from 
my expectation by coming the noblest of men as thou art, to 

but no longer alive : elfit yeyug then standing for the present, fjv yey6g 
becomes fiom a pluperfect an imperfect; and if by the laws of the language 
wf dei^D tvdev elfil yey.6c, when changed by a person speaking of a past 
event, would have required (jg idei^a evOev ijv yeyuc, then is the latter 
form correct here. See note on v. 793. 
• * dfi^pog Ipdg. So diag rpaKado^y Eurip. Helen. 2. — B. 

c 
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me the vilest, concede one thing to me, for I will speak for thy 
interest and not mine. 

Cr. And to obtain what demand art thou thus urgent with 
me? 

Qi^D. Cast me out from this land with lyhat haste thou may- 
est, where I shall be found by no earthly being to be spoken 
with 

Ck. had done it, of this be satisfied, had I not first of 
all been anxious to learn from the divinity what was to be 
done. 

CEd. But surely his whole prophetic answer openly ordered 
to put to death the parricide, the impious, myself. 

Cr. So this was said ; but still in the emergency wherein 
we are placed, 'twere better to learn what is to be done. 

Qi^D. Will ye then thus inquire on behalf of a creature ut- 
terly fallen ? 

Cr. Yes : for even thou surely^ mightest now give credit to 
the god. 

ffiD. To thee then do I solemnly give charge, and will 
exhort thee too ; of her within the house make such sepulture 
as thou choosest, for duly wilt thou perform this on behalf of 
thine own at least.^ 33ut me, never let this, the city of my 
fathers, deign to admit a living inhabitant ; no, sufier me to 
abide in the mountains, where is that very Cithaeron sumamed 
mine, which both my father and mother allotted to me yet 
living as my proper tomb, that I may die by their counsel, 
who were indeed my destroyers. And yet this much at least 
I know, that neither disease nor any other chance shall be 
my downfall ; for never had I been saved in the hour of death, 
unless for some dreadful evil. But for my fate, let it go which 
way soever it will : but for my children, on the males I would 
not, Creon, thou shouldest concern thyself more ; they are 
men, so that they never can feel a scarcity of sustenance 
wherever they shall chance to be; but on my hapless and 
pitiable girls, before whom was never my table laid without 

^ TuVj scil. Toi uv. See v. 1446 (ed. Herra.) and Eurip. Med. v. 1011. 
Person. 

^ Jocasta being his sister. The confidence reposed by QBdipus in one 
who was afterward to appear as the infringer of these most sacred rights, 
and that toward CEdipus's son and his own nephew, is introduced with 
the poet's usual refinement of art. 
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food, wanting my own presence, but of all that 1 touched were 
they two ever the partakers : for whom do thou interest thee 
for my sake ; and above all, suffer me to feel them with mine 
hands, and pour a last lament over their misfortunes. Do it, 
O prince, do it, O thou thyself of pure lineage and noble. 
Surely if I touched them with these hands, I should fancy I 
held them, even as when I had my sight. What shall I say I 
Tell me, in the name of the gods, do I not surely hear my dar- 
lings crying ? And has Creon in compassion sent me the best 
beloved of my children ? Am I right ? 

Cr. Thou art right ; for I am he that supplied thee with 
these babes, having known the yet lively delight which from 
old time possessed thee in them. 

CEd. Then all happiness to thee, and for this their coming 
may thy tutelary power protect thee better than me. My 
children, where can ye bel draw near hither, come to these 
my fraternal hands, which have thus served the once bright 
eyes of the author of your being for you to see ; of me, my 
children, who without sight, without question of it, was 
proved your father by that source from whence myself had 
been raised. And for you I weep, for I have no power to 
behold you, in imagining the rest of your bitter life, with 
what treatment at men's hands ye are doomed to live it out. 
For to what social meetings of the citizens will ye come? 
nay, to what festivals, whence ye will not betake yourselves 
home all in tears in place of enjoyment from the scene.' 
But when a.t length ye shall have come to marriageable years, 
who will be he*? who will rashly risk, my children, to incur 
such scandals as will be destruction to those at once my 
parents and yours *? For what horror is wanting ? your father 
murdered his father ; committed incest with that mother 
whose seed he was himself, and from the self-same source 
whence he was bom, begat himself you. In such sort will 
ye be reviled ; and then who will espouse you. There is not 
a man, my children ; but too plainly is it your destiny to pine 

* If Musgrave's references to -^schylus's Choephor®, vr. 450 and 719 
(ed. Blom.) be correct, and they are approved by Abreschius and Blom- 
field, the passage can not stand as the former edition, following Brunck, 
has it, viz., " from whence ye will not return lamented rather than the 
spectacle exhibited ;" because KeKXavfievai in neither of those passages 
has a passive sense, and is by Blomfieid translated lachrymis pcrfusus. 
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to death barren and unwedded. But since, O son of Menoeceus, 
thou art left sole father to these twain, for we their natural pa* 
rents are both fallen victims to destruction, do not thou look 
on and see them, thy kindred, beggars, husbandless, wanderers, 
nor make them sharers in my woes; but pity them, seeing 
them as thou dost at their tender years destitute of every thing, 
except as far as thy part goes. Accord this, O noble sir, pledg- 
ing me with thine hand. But to you, my children, if ye bad 
already understanding, I would have given much advice ; but 
now^ pray this on my behalf, that I may ever live where it is 
for me to live, and may ye meet with a better life than that 
of the father who begot you. 

Cr. Enough of tears hast thou shed, go now within doors. 

CEd. I must needs obey, though it be no pleasing thing. 

Cr. Why, all things are becoming in their season. 

CEd. Know you then on what conditions I will go ? 

Cr. Thou shalt tell me, and hearing I shall then know. 

OEd. That thou wilt send me into exile from this land. 

Cr. Thou askest me what is the gods' to give. 

CEd. But to the gods at least I come most odious. 

Cr. Wherefore, be sure thou shalt be quickly gratified. 

CEd. Sayest thou so, then ? 

Cr. Yes, for what I mean not I am not wont idly to say. 

CEd. Away with me then from this spot now. 

Cr. Proceed then, and let go thy children. 

CEd. By no means take these at least from me. 

Cr. Seek not to have thy way in every thing, for that 
wherein thou hadst thy will conduced not to thy welfare in 
life. 

Chorus. O inhabitants of Thebes my country, behold, this 
CEdipus, who solved the famous enigma, and was the most 
exalted of mankind, who, looking with no envious eye^ upon 
the enviable fortunes of the citizens, into how vast a stormy 

^ evx^ode can not, I think, be taken passively, and I have therefore 
followed Dindorf, whose emendation is also adopted by Wunder. In 
Kaipbg there is, I think, a double meaning, both of the fated spot where 
CEdipus should dwell or die, and a reference to its ordinary meaning, as 
less shocking to the hearers. — B. 

^ Erfurdt has a long and excellent note on the word ^7ri/?Ac7rG)v, which 
he shows to answer exactly the Latin " invidens." Hermann's reading 
has been followed for the rest. — Tr. I have given the best sense to this 
passage in my power, but I still think ^7J^<f> koI Tvxaig a harsh endyadia 
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sea of tremendous misery he hath come! Then mortal as 
thou art, looking out for a sight of that day, the last,^ call no 
man happy, ere he shall have crossed the boundary of life, the 
sufferer of nought painful. 

for ^Tjlciralg rvxaigy and that ^7^ would be more naturally joined with 
iirifi2£Truv. Should we read — ttoXituv tiLc tvxoc iTripXenuv 1 — B. 
* " The first dark day of nothingness, 
The last day of danger and distress," 
says Lord Byron, and so said (in part, at least) Solon before him. But 
Aristotle, who was not a man to adopt hypothesis for fact, whether sup- 
ported by poet or philosopher, disputing the first axiom in toto, brings 
the second into considerable doubt. — Eth. I . 
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(EDIPUS COLONEUS. 



^Dipus, banished from Thebes, cpmes to Athens under the guidance of 
his daughter Antigone, in fulfillment of an oracle, which declared that 
he should end his days near the wood of the Eumenides. Creon makes 
an unsuccessful attempt to carry him back to Thebes, as also Polynices, 
as the oracle had declared that victory would attend those among whom 
CEdipus should die. But QBdipus remains firm, and having charged 
Theseus concerning his future conduct, he disappears amid a fearful 
storm, and the place of his burial is handed down to none save the per- 
petual successors to the throne of Athens. — B. 



DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 



CEdipus. 

Antigone. 

Citizen op Colonus. 

Chorus of Attio Elders. 

ISMENE. 



Theseus. 
Creon. 
Polynices. 
Messenger. 



CEdipus. Child of a blind old man, Antigone, to what 
regions are we come, or city of what people "? who will wel- 
come CEdipus the wanderer for the present day with scantiest 
alms, craving but little, yet obtaining even less than that 
little, and that sufficient for me? For to be content my 
sufferings, and time so long my familiar, and thirdly, my 
native nobleness, teaches me. But, my child, if thou be- 
holdest any seat, either by the common haunts of men, or 
by the groves of the deities, place me and seat me there, that 
we may inquire where, after all, we are. For we are come 
strangera, to learn of citizens, and perform that which we shall 
have heard. 

Antigone. My woe-worn father, CEdipus, there are towers, 
which impale^ a city, to judge by mine eye, at some distance. 

* CTeyovmv. Resig translates this occvlwni^ Hermann continent^ add- 
ing, "quod qui ita dictum putant, ut tueri urbem turres significentur, 
non ita absurd! sunt ; prsesertim quum vix dubitari possit, quin arx Athe- 
narum sit intelligcnda. Certe .'Eschylus sic Sept. ad Thebas 803, dixisse 
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But this spot here is consecrated, as one may certainly con- 
clude, all full with the bay, the olive, the vine, while within 
it dense flocks of winged nightingales are singing sweetly : 
where bend thou thy limbs upon this unpolished stone, for 
thou hast traveled onward a long way for an old man. 

CEd. Seat me, then, and take care of the blind. 

Ant. If but for long time's sake I need not learn this. 

QCd. Canst thou now instruct me where we have halted ? 

Ant. That it is Athens at any rate I know, but the spot I 
do not. 

ffiD. Why, this^ at least every wayfarer told us. 

Ant. But shall I go somewhere and learn what place it is ? 

GCd. Yes, my child ; that is to say, if it be habitable. 

Ant. Nay, it is actually inhabited. But I think there is 
no need, for I sec this man here close to us. 

CEd. What, walking hitherward and quick in motion ? 

Ant. Nay, now present indeed ; and whatever is seasonable 
for thee to say, speak it, since here is the man. 

CEd. Friend, hearing from this female, who uses sight 
both on her own behalf and mine, that thou art come a guide 
opportune for us to tell us that about which we are uncer- 
tain — 

CoLONEAN. Ere now thou question further, retire from this 
thy resting-place ; for thou occupiest a spot whereon it is not 
pious to set foot. 

CEd. But what is the spot ? to which of the gods is it dedi- 
cated ? 

Col. It is not to be touched nor dwelt in ;* for the awM 
goddesses possess it, daughters of Earth and Darkness. 

CEd. Whose august name might I, hearing it, worship in 
prayer ? 

Col. The all-seeing Eumenidae the people here at least 

videtur areyeL di irvpyog''^ From the appearance of the Acropolis it might 
be translated ** crown ;" yet perhaps Reisigius is right, for Colonus is 
north of Athens ; and up to the time of Theseus the greater part of the 
city was built on the rock and to the south of it, as proved, says Thucyd- 
ides, by the «ite of the most ancient temples at Athens. — Tr. Wunder 
follows Wakefield's conjecture, are^ovaLv. — B. 

1 " Why, this." Whether we look to the general arrangement of these 
short dialogues, or to the more important point of propriety in the charac- 
ters, we shall be equally convinced that this peevish rejoinder is rightly 
assigned to (Edipus. 
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would call them: but other names are in other places in es- 
teem. 

CEd. But O that they would but kindly receive their sup- 
pliant — then may I no more remove from my seat on this their 
soil 

Col. Nay, what is this*? 

CEd. The watchword of my destiny. 

Col. But I too lack boldness without the city's warrant to 
dislodge thee, at least ere I shall communicate to them what 
I do.i 

(Ed. Now, for the love of heaven, stranger, disdain me not 
a wanderer such as this, the boon I ask of thee, to tell me. 

Col. Specify it, and thou shalt not find thyself repulsed in 
scorn by me at least. 

(Ed. But what place is this, then, into which we have pro- 
ceeded *? 

Col. Thou shalt hear and be acquainted with the whole 
amount of that which I know. This region is all hallowed ; 
and the venerable Neptune possesses it ;2 there too is the fire- 
wielding divinity, the Titan Prometheus : but for the place on 
which thou steppest, it is titled the brazen-paved causeway of 
this land, defense of Athens ; but the neighboring lands claim 
proudly this the knight Colonus as their chieftain, and all bear 
his name in common being thus designated. Such is this ac- 
count for thee, stranger, not renowned in story, but rather by 
custom.^ 

(Ed. Why, are there any dwellers in these said regions ? 

Col. Ay, surely, even the bearers of this deity's name. 

^ Tt Spuv is Hermann's reading, after Reisigius, which makes the 
meaning much less •bvious. 

^ *4ts master." Pausanias speaks of altars in Colonus to equestrian 
Minerva and Neptune, and mentions an altar to Prometheus in the 
Academy, formerly a starting-place for those who contended in the game 
2,afi'ira6ij((>opia. The scholiast says that there were brazen mines at Co- 
lonus. 

^ "not renowned in story, but rather among the neighborhood." 
Brunck's idea is very different, " non fama magis quam ipso usu npta,'' 
which, if it be adopted, the sentiment may be referred to Athens in gen- 
eral ; which "/zovjy riJv vvv uko^c Kpeiaauv ig irelpav ^pxerai.^^ Thucyd. 
2. — Tr. I have followed the scholiast and Reisia. But since the stran- 
ger pointed to the statue of Colonus near at hand, it is probable that he 
also alludes to the presence of their chieftain among them, /lovw must 
of course be supplied wittj A«C/tif.— B. 
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CEiD, Does any one sway them, or is the authority in the 
people ? 

Col. These parts are governed by the king in the city. 

CEd. But who is he pre-eminent both in right and power? 

Col. His name is Theseus, offspring of .^Kgeus his prede- 
cessor. 

QEd. Would any one of you go to fetch him ? 

Col. With a view to what, to speak to him, or induce him 
to come V 

CGd. That lending a little aid he may reap a great gain* 

Col. And what advantage can there be at the hands of a 
sightless being ? 

CEd. Whatsoever words we shall speak, we shall speak them 
all clear-sighted. 

Col. Knowest thou,^ stranger, how in this case to guard 
against failure ? since noble art thou, to another's eye, save in 
thy condition. 'J'arry here, even where thou hast appeared, 
until I shall repair to the burghers of this place here, not those 
in the city, and report to them all this ; for they at least will 
determine whether it be fit for thee to remain, or go thy way 
back again. 

Gi^iD. My child, has the stranger quitted us? 

Ant. He has so, wherefore thou mayst utter 6very thing in 
peace, my father, since I alone am by. 

CEd. Ye reverend powers of dread aspect, forasmuch as I 
have this day inclined me to the seats of you the first in this 
country, be not ungracious to Phoebus and to me, who spake 
to me, when he foretold those numerous ills of mine, of this 
respite in a long lapse of time, when I should arrive at the 
boundary-land, where I should obtain a resting-place and hos- 
pitable shelter from the venerable deities, that I should here 
turn the goal of my wearisome existence, dwelling as a gain to 
my hosts,^ but ruin to my dismissers, who thrust me forth : but 

* "Frustra sunt conjectur® doctorum virorum, quas commemoravit 
Elmsleius. Nam sana est veterum librorum scriptura, qus sic est accipi- 
enda: uf irpbg tl fioXelv Tie^cjv 7} Karaprvacjv \" — Herm. This seems 
scarcely satisfactory. I think the participles should refer to Theseus in this 
sense : " wherefore should he come, what bidding 1 what arranging 1" — B. 

* olad' (jf . This is a similar construction with olad' 6c noiijaov. CEd. 
Tyr. 643, on which see Hermann's note. 

^ Such is surely the simplest way of taking the words KipSrj f^tif oUij' 
aavra tolc Sedeyuevoig. Reisig and Wunder are not happy in theii defense 

C2 
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that signs as pledges of these things should visit me, either 
earthquake or some peal of thunder, or flash of Jove's light- 
ning. I am sure then that it can not be but that faithful 
omen from you hath brought me home by this my present jour- 
ney to this grove ; else had I never, wending on my way, en- 
countered you the first : I sober, you averse to wine ;^ nor had 
I seated me on this hallowed unhewn seat. But grant me, ye 
goddesses, according to the oracles of Apollo, at length some 
accomplishment and final close of life, unless I seem to you too 
debased for this, I perpetually a slave to hardships the extrem- 
est man can bear. Come, ye sweet daughters of primeval 
Darkness, come, thou Athens, of all cities the most esteemed, 
assigned by fame to Pallas the mightiest, compassionate this 
woe-begone phantom of a man in OEdipus ; for indeed this is 
not my original frame. 

Ant. Be silent, for there are now wending hither some 
personages advanced in years, to take survey of thy resting- 
place. 

OEd. Yes, silent I will be, and do thou guide my footsteps 
secretly out of the road to within the grove, until I shall have 
ascertained from these what words they will utter, for in such 
knowledge is centred wariness of action. 

Chorus. Look out, who, I wonder, was he ? where abides 
lie ? where is he, having hurried from this place, of all men, 
ay, of all the most reckless ? Inquire for him, spy him out, 
look for him every where.^ A vagrant, some vagrant is the 
old man, and not a native, or he would never have trespassed 
on the untrodden plantation of these invincible virgins, whom 
we tremble to name, and pass by without a glance, without a 

of the phrase olKelv Kepdrj — oiKTjaiv oIkeIv KepSaXeaVy especially as Kepdri 
may be put for KspSaXeug. Hermann reads olKiaavra^ which seems 
harsh. I can not help thinking that oipiaavra is the true reading, 
" wafting a gale of profit." Cf. (Ed. Col. 695. dlvovaav Kar* bpOhv 
ovpLoag. In ^sch. Pers. 602, I think Qvpieiv tvxvC means, " to waft 
a prosperous breeze," and that rvxvc is not to be taken with dat/nova. 
Eurip. Andr. 610. dXV oi) ri ravry abv <f>p6v7jfi iirovpiaac. In Troch. 
827, we have KaTovpi^eiv intransitive. 

* "you averse to wine." " Wine was never used in the sacrifices of- 
fered to the Furies. Hence the Chorus, in enjoining CEdipus to propi- 
tiate the goddesses, expressly command him, fiijd^ Trpoa^pepeLv fieOvy not 
to present wine " — Dale. 

^ " Inquire for him." Hermann reads irpogTre-vOoVf Ticvace viVt rcpog- 
depKov TzavraxV' 
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sound, without a word, uttering in silence the languuge of 
reverential thought alone, but whom now there is a tale that 
one has come in no wise reverencing, whom I looking round 
the whole sacred precincts can not learn where he can possi- 
bly be staying. 

QLd. Here am I, that man ; fot by the voice I see, as is 
the by-word.^ 

Ch. Alas ! alas ! fearful to see, fearful to hear. 

OEd. Pray you look not on me as lawless. 

Ch. Now Jove protect us ! who can the old man be ? 

CEd, By no means one to congratulate on his fortunes being 
of the first order, ye guardians of this land. Nay, I evince it ; 
for else I had not been creeping thus by light of eyes not mine 
own, nor, bulky, been leaning on the dender.^ 

Ch. Alas! alas! and wast thou blind of eyes from thy 
birth, since thou art at least grown old in this wretched life, 
methinksl But yet, if I for my part can help it, thou shalt 
never add to them these curses: for thou trespassest, thou 
trespassest ; but beware thou stray not into this silent grassy 
grove, where the limpid basin flows blended with the gush of 
honeyed draughts. Wherefore, all-helpless stranger, beware 
thou well ; remove thee away. A long way separates us ;^ 
dost hear, O woe-begone wanderer 1 J£ thou wilt offer any 
parley in conversation with me, having quitted the prohibited 



1 Cf " Beaux Stratagem," Act i. sc. 1, "Yes, sir, Fm old Will. Boni- 
face, pretty well known upon this road, as the saying w." — B. 

* Reisig conjechires here iirl cfUKpag, and quotes v. 750 (746-7, 
Brunck). Hermann paraphrases the passage thus : " Sum ego profecto 
infortunatissimus : aliter enim non ita alienorum ope oculorum venissem, 
et exigui muneris causa, qui magnus atque insignis vir sum, hoc in portu 
constitissem." The contrast CEdipus expresses (according to the trans- 
lation) being to a general rule, there seems no impropriety in applying 
GfiiKpolgj as it stands, to Antigone. The allusion to his and his daugh- 
ter's appearance is certainly most pathetic, and in the manner of Euripi- 
des ; for the difference between these poets seems to have been, not in 
their knowledge of the means, but their choice of the end. Here, accord- 
ingly, for a transitory purpose, to move the pity of his hosts, CEdipus al- 
ludes to his helpless condition of body ; his end carried, he opens loftier 
views, and speaks to a loflier impulse, as in a nobler auditor. Euripides 
would have remained content with the first effect. 

^ kf)J,Tvei. Hermann agrees with the scholiast in supposing these words 
to indicate a fear on the part of the Chorus lest CEdipus should not hear 
them. 
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precincts for a spot where all are permitted, then speak • but 
before that refir^ thee. 

Q^D. Daughter, to what opinion may one come 1 

Ant. My father, we needs must behave ourselves as the cit- 
izens do, yielding where it needs, and obeying. 

CEd. Now then take hold of me. 

Ant. Even now I touch thee. 

CEi>. Strangers, let me not be wronged for trusting to thee,^ 
in quitting my station. 

Ch. Never fear that any one shall ever carry thee from 
these abodes, old man, against thy consent. 

(Ed. Forward, then ? 

Ch. Go farther on. 

GEd. Still? 

Ch. Lead him, damsel, farther on, for thou understandest 
us. 

Ant. Nay follow, follow me thus with unwary^ foot, my fa- 
ther, by the way I am leading thee. 

Ch. Resolve thee,^ poor sufferer, strange in a strange land, 
to detest whatever the city holds by nature odious, and what 
is welcome to it to respect. 

OEd. Do thou now, my child, lead me, that we may at 
once, adopting a pious course, be partly speakers, partly list- 
eners, and not war with necessity. 

Ch. Here, no farther move thy foot beyond this terrace firm 
as rock. 

CEd. Thus? 

Ch. Enough, as thou heareet. 

CEd. Must I be seated here? 

Ch. Yes, edgeways on the end of the stone, bending short. 

Ant. My father, this is my duty, see thou quietly adjust thy 
step by my step— 

CEd. Ah me ! ah me ! 

Ant. Leaning forward thine aged body on my friendly 
hand. 

' " to thee." Speaking to the Corjrphffius now, to the Chorus before. 

^ It is better to take afLavpip Kuht) for " cjbco" with Wunder, than for 
" infirmo" with Brunck. Ci. Virg. ^n. vi. 30, " cffica regens filo vesti- 
gia."— B. 

' So in Latin, " Aude, hospes, contemhere opes." — B. 
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CEd. Woe is me for my grievous calamity ! 

Ch. Unfortunate, now that thou yi eldest,^ tell us who of 
men art thou ? who art thou, who, thus rife of misery, art led 
about ? What country should I learn by asking to be thine ? 

QCd. Strangers, I have no countiy, but do not — 

Ch. What is this thou wamest me against, old man ? 

CEd. Do not, do not, do not ask me whom I am, nor exam- 
ine me with farther question. 

Ch. What is this 1 

ffiD. Horrible is my generation. 

Ch. Speak it. 

(Ed. My child, oh me ! what am I to say t 

Ch. Tell as of what extraction thou art, O stranger, by the 
father's side. 

(Ed. Oh, woe is me ! what will become of me, mine own 
child? 

Ant. Tell them, since thou art indeed come to the utmost 
pass. 

CEd. Nay, I will tell it, for I have no means of concealing it. 

Ch. Ye delay a long while, but make haste. 

(Ed. Know ye any son of Laius *? 

Ch. O! O! O! 

(Ed. And the line of the LabdacidsB ? 
• Ch. Great god ! 

(Ed. The lost CEdipus? 

Ch. And art thou he? 

(Ed. Be not alarmed at what I say. 

Ch. Alas!2 

CEd. Ah, wretched me ! 

Ch. Alas! 

CEd. My daughter, what in the world will presently befall us ? 

*Ch. Get ye far away out of this land. 

CEd. But how wilt thou make good that which thou prom- 
isedst ? 

Ch. Doomed vengeance visits no man for that in which he 
has been the first outraged, to retaliate ; but one deceit match- 
ed against other deceits requites the feeling of pain, not pleas- 
ure. But do thou, again an outcast from these abodes, again 

* Xa^uCi V- line 844. 

* These three following lines have been made into one, eind assigned to 
the Chorus, by Hermann. — B. 
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in banishment from this my land, huny away, that thou at- 
tach no farther trouble to my country. 

AnT. O strangers ! compassionate at heart, since ye can not 
brook the presence of this my blind father, when ye hear the 
confession of involuntary deeds, yet, I beseech you, strangers, 
show pity to wretched me, who in behalf of my father alone 
implore, implore you, looking in your eyes wnth eyes not sight- 
less, as one that is clearly sprung from your blood, ^ that the 
unfortunate may meet with respect : on you, as on a god, do 
hapless we depend ; but come ye, accord the unlooked-for fa- 
vor, I beseech thee by all that from thyself is dear to thee, be 
it child, be it wife, be it pelf, or deity ; for thou couldst not, 
wert thou to search, discover the mortal who, if a higher pow- 
er led him on, could escape. 

Ch. Nay, be sure, child of OEdipus, that we compassionate 
him and thee equally on the score of your distress ; but, trem- 
bling for heaven's vengeance, we could not speak a word be- 
yond what has now been said to thee. 

OEd. What profit is there, then, in glory, or what in good 
report that vainly glides away 1 If men, forsooth, report that 
Athens is most devout to heaven, that she alone is capable 
of delivering the oppressed stranger, that she alone has power 
to aid him, and yet to me where is all this? ye men who, 
having moved me from these seats, are then for driving me 
away, terrified at a mere name? For surely it is not at my 
person at least, nor yet my deeds, since, in good truth, my 
deeds have been suffered rather than done,^ if I am compelled 
to speak to thee of my mother's and father's fate, on which 
account ye are scared at me. This I know full well ; and 
yet how am I by nature wicked, who suffering retorted, so 
that, had I done it in consciousness, I had not even thus been 
reprobate ? But now have I come to where I have come in 
ignorance, but by those from whom I suffered, they well 
knowing what they did, was I doomed to destruction. For 
all which things I entreat you by the gods, strangers, as ye 
have raised me up, even so preserve me ; and do not, rev- 

* Hermann here adopts the first explanation of the scholiast, l>c ^v riq 
Koivyg ai dpwroTijTo^ Ixovaa rd avyyeveg. Reisig thinks the address is 
made to the Chorus as to parents. 

* Thus Lear : " I am a man 

More sinned against than sinning/' 
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erencing the gods, thereupon make the gods of no account, 
but believe that they look on the mortal who is pious, and 
that they no less look on the impious, but that never yet has 
there been escape of any man among men irreligious : with 
whose grace^ do thou beware of obscuring heaven-blest 
Athens by truckling to unholy practices. But as thou hast 
accepted the suppliant under thy pledge, rescue and preserve 
me; nor looking on my disfigured head despise me. For I 
am come, hallowed and pious, and bearing advantage to these 
thy fellow- townsmen. But when the sovereign, whoever he 
be that is your chieftain, shall be present, then shall he hear 
and know all ; but in the interim, by no means do thou 
basely. 

Cn. Much necessity is there to be awed at the sentiments 
uttered by thee, old man ; for they have been specified in no 
light words : but I am content that the princes of our land 
take cognizance of these matters. 

CEd. And where, strangers, is he that lords this your coun- 
try? 

Ch. He resides in the city his fathers held in our land ; but 
the messenger who fetched^ me also hither is gone to bring 
him. 

ffiD. And think ye that he will have any regard or care for 
the blind, that he himself should come near me ? 

Cii. Ay, greatly so, at least when he shall hear what thy 
name is. 

CKd. But who is he that will tell him this ? 

Ch. Long is the way ; but many sayings of the wayfarers 
are wont to circulate at random, which he hearing, be sure, 



* ^vv olg, scil. Oeoigj according to Hermann. Elmsley thought /caAvrrrf, 
used for Karalax^^^- — Tr. So Aristoph. Plut. 114., olfiat yup^ olfiaij (rOv 
Oeu 6' elpTJoerai. But Dindorf cleverly conjectures rdd' oinf {(ipordv 
being repeated from above) ^elg <7i), which is received by Wunder 
With the whole reasoning we may compare Sextus Empir. adv. Phys. ix. 
p. 561, speaking of Diagoras : dSiKijOelg vno Tivog iiriopK^aavTog kgI firjdH 
iv^Ka TovTov naOovTog fieOTjpjioGaTo elg rb Tiiyeiv /llt) elvai deov, where see 
Fabricius. Claudian in Ruf i. 21 — *' jam non ad culmina rerum injustos 
crevisse queror : toUuntur in altum, ut lapsu graviore ruant." See also 
Blomf ^sch. Ag. 369, sqq.— B. 

^ Donaldson on Antig. 19, well remarks that ntfineLv and its com- 
pounds often mean to accompany a person, and thence to fetch them to 
a place. — B. 
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will come ; for much, old man, does thy name spread among 
all, so that even if he be slumbering at his leisure, hearing of 
you he will come hitherward in haste. 

QCd. But prosperous may he come both for his own country 
and for me : for what good man is not his own friend ?i 

Ant. O Jove, what shall I say, whither turn my thoughts, 
my father? 

CEiD, Nay, what is it, my child Antigone 1 

Ant. I see a woman drawing nearer to us, mounted on an 
JEtnean steed,^ while on her head a Thessalian cap shielding 
her from the sun encircles her countenance. What shall I 
say? Is it? Is it not? or do my senses wander? I both 
affirm it, and deny, and know not what to say. Ah unhappy ! 
It is none else ; with a bright glance she hails me by the eye 
as she draws near, and gives proof that this is plainly Ismene 
in person and none other. 

QEd. How saidst thou, my child ? 

Ant. That I behold my child and my sister, but this mo- 
ment thou mayest discover her by her voice. 

Ismene. Oh double salutation of a father and a sister to me 
most delightful, how, having hardly found you, can I in the 
next place for sorrow hardly look upon you I 

CEd. My child, art thou come ? 

IsM. Ah, father, distressful to look on ! 

CBd. My child, and dost appear V 

Ism. Ay, and not without trouble to me. 

CEd. Embrace me, my daughter. 

IsM. I clasp you both together. 

CEd. Ah ! seed of a common stock ! 

IsM. O sadly wretched family ! 

CEd. Meanest thou of her and me? 

IsM. And of unfortunate me the third. 

CEd. My child, but wherefore hast thou cornel 

IsM. From precaution on thy account, my sire. 

CEd. From a longing to see me ? 

^ CEdipus says this in allusion both to himself and to Theseus. Simi- 
larly the Psalmist, ** As long as thou doest good to thyself, men will 
speak well of thee." 

* For the excellence of the Sicilian horses, see Pindar's Odes to Hiero 
of Syracuse, whom he calls founder of ^Etna. 

' I need hardly observe that 7rL<j>7ivac bears a present signification. — B 
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Ism. Yes, and for a message besides, myself the bearer, 
with the only one of our domestics whom I had faithful to 
me. 

CEd. But the young men thy brethren, where were they 
for the toil ? 

Ism. They are where they are. Dire are their present 
deeds. 

CEd. O they in all things to the manners of Egypt likened 
in nature and in the breeding of life.^ For there the males 
sit in-doors working at the loom, while their consorts always 
are procuring the means of support raised out of doors ; but 
they whose proper care it was to take this trouble off your 
hands, my daughters, are keeping house at home like maidens, 
while you in their room weary yourselves in relief of my 
miseries, wretch that I am. One of you, from the moment 
she left off the nurture of a child, and acquired strength of 
frame, perpetually, to her sad fortune, wandering with me, 
is the old man's guide, many a time straying famished and 
barefooted through the wild forest, and toiling, poor sufferer, 
through many a storm and many a scorching sun's heat, she 
holds but secondary the comforts of her residence at home, 
if her father can be maintained. But thou, my child, hereto- 
fore hast come forth Avithout the Thebans' privity, bringing 
thy father all the prophecies which were divulged touching 
this mortal mould, and stoodest up my trusty protectress when 
I was being ejected from my country ; and now again what 
tidings bringing to thy father comest thou, Ismene? what 
moving cause has roused thee from home ? For thou comest 
not empty-handed at least, this I well know, nor without con- 
veying to me some alarm. 

' Diodorus Siculus (i. 27) thinks that the female ascendency prevalent 
in Egypt arose from a wish to perpetuate the memory of Isis' beneficent 
reign. The scholiast on Sophocles attributes the effeminacy of the 
Egyptian males to a policy of Scsostris, similarly to that recommended by 
Croesus to his conqueror. Whatever cause produced the petticoat govern- 
ment of that land, it has been sufficiently atoned for since by the degraded 
condition of the women in Egypt for centuries past. One might conjec- 
ture chess to have been invented on the banks of the Nile during the prev- 
alence of the ancient manners, but for the higher claims of the Lydians 
to inventions of the sort, who, moreover, if Omphale may be taken as a 
specimen, were much on a par with their southern neighbors in female 
consequence. 
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Ism. The hardships I underwent, my father, seeking for 
thy abode, where thou wert inhabiting, I will pass by and 
omit; for I have no wish twice to be pained, both in the 
suffering them and again anew in the recital. But the mis- 
chiefs which now environ thy two luckless sons, to signify 
those to thee have I come. For erewhile their strong desira 
was both to resign the throne to Creon, and not to pollute the 
city, whenv they reasoned over the calamity of their birth of 
old, how it had fallen on thy hapless house ; but now from 
some one of the gods and from their wicked spirit there has 
arisen between them trebly wretched an evil feud, to seize 
upon the sovereignty and kingly sway. And the younger and 
inferior in time of birth deprives the elder bom Polynices^ 
of his throne, and has expelled him from his country. But 
he, as is the prevailing rumor among us, having retired in 
exile to the vale of Argos, is attaching to him both a new 
connection and armed friends confederate ; as if Argos were 
tbrthwith either to surpass the Cadmeian plain in glory, or to 
exalt it to heaven. This is no sort^ of words, my father, but 
fearful facts. Thy troubles, however, in what way the gods 
will commiserate, I can not learn. 

(Ed. Why, hadst thou yet a hope that the gods would take 
any thought for me, that I might at length be saved *? 

IsM. Yes, that have I, from the present oracles at least, my 
father. 

(Ed. Of what nature these ? and what has been prophesied, 
my child ? 

Ism. That thou^ wilt one day be an object of search to the 
men of that land both in death and life, for their own safety's 
sake. 

(Ed. But who could derive any benefit from such a one 
asl? 

IsM. 'Tis said that on thee depends their power. 

(Ed. Why, then, when I no longer am, then it seems I am 
a made man. 

^ Euripides, on the CDntrary, makes Eteocles the jelder and is support- 
ed by other writers. 

^ " sort," contemptuously : *'ye shall be slain all the sort of you." 
* "That thou." Hermann complains here of a want of judgment in 
the poet, in having excited his hearers to the expectation of some new 
oracle, when about to produce nothing more than they were already in- 
formed of by (Edipus 
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Ism. Yes, for now the gods stablish thee, before now they 
cast thee down. 

CEd. Yet 'tis a paltiy favor to set up in age one who in 
youth has fallen. 

Ism. Be assured, however, that Creon, on account of these 
things, will shortly come, and in no long time. 

CEd. To do what, my daughter ? tell me. 

IsM. To place thee near the Cadmeian land, that they may 
have thee in their power; but thou may est not enter the 
boundaries of the land. 

OEd. What aid is there from me lying at their gates *? 

IsM. Thy tomb, if deprived of just rites, threatens them 
with danger.^ 

CEd. Even without a god, any one might leani this at least 
by his natural sense. 

IsM. On account of this, therefore, do they wish to place 
you near the land, not where you may be your own master. 

CEd. Will they even enshroud me in the dust of Thebes t 

IsM. Nay, the blood of kindred forbids you, O father. 

CEd. Of me then sure they never shall obtain possession. 

IsM. This therefore shall at some time be a heavy woe to 
the sons of Cadmus. 

CEd. By what circumstance arising, my child *? 

IsM. By thy wrath,^ when they shall stand at thy se- 
pulchre. 

CEd. But from whom hearing what you pronounce, do you 
relate it, my child ? 

IsM. From men sent to consult the gods, returning from the 
Delphic shrine. 

CEd. And has Phoebus declared these things to depend upon 
me? 

^ Recte dvaruxCiVj quod justis honoribus carens significaro vidctur. 
Tali sepulturs ne traderetur CEdipus, mutucbant Thcbani ab oraculo 
moniti, nee tamen eum in patria scpelire volebant. Hoc constat e v. 407. 
Eimsley. — Tr. On the misery of sepulture in a foreign land, of. iEsch. 
Ch. 913. Virg. ^n. i. 94, sqq.— B. 

* An allusion is made to the invasion of Attica by the Thebans ; and 
Tictory is of course promised to the Athenians. The whole of this play, 
indeed, abounds with instances of flattery and similar presages of triumph. 
The poet knew his countrymen : no people in the world were ever more 
easily captivated with praise, when it was bestowed upon them univer- 
sally ; or more credulous of calumny, when it attached to an individual. 
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Ism. So they say, who have come to the plain of Thebe.^ 

CEd. Which then of my sons heard this ? 

Ism. Both alike, indeed ; and well do they fully know it. 

ffiD. And yet did these basest wretches, when they heard 
this, place the kingly power before the regret of me ? 

Ism. I grieve to hear the intelligence ; but still I bear it. 

OKd. But may the gods never quench to them this fated 
strife ;2 and with me may the issue rest concerning this com- 
bat in which they now engage, and uplift the spear ; so should 
neither he who now holds the sceptre and throne remain, 
nor he who has gone forth ever return again to the city. 
They, at least, neither retained nor defended me, their pa- 
rent, thus with loss of honors driven out of the country; 
but expelled I was sent away by them, and was proclaimed 
forth an exile. You may say that the city then reasonably 
vouchsafed this gift to my wishes. No, in truth ; since on 
that very day, when my spirit boiled, and it was sweetest to 
me to die, and to be stoned with stones, no one appeared to 
gratify this desire ; but when, after a lapse of time, all my 
griefs were now mellowed, and I had learned that my anger 
had rushed forth too severe an avenger of my former sins, 
then at length, after long stay, the state indeed drove me by 
force from the land; but they, offspring of a father, and able 
to aid a father, were unwilling to do it ; and for want of a. 
small word,^ I wandered abroad an exile and a beggar. 'Bui 

* When the noun is in the singular, it must be understood as meaning 
the nymph Thebe, and is thus most poetically and correctly rendered. 

^ The curses which CEdipus imprecates on his sons throughout this 
play are bitter and strong, and, perhaps we might add, unnatural. He is 
what Dr. Johnson would have called *' a good hater :" stern and im- 
placable, he seldom or never forgets his wrongs, and seems to feel, like 
Lear, 

" How sharper than a serpent's tooth it is 
To have a thankless child." 

The cause of this may perhaps be found in the ingratitude with which 
Sophocles was treated by his own children. We are told by Cicero that 
this very play was written at the time that his sons presented a petition 
to court to have him removed from the management of his own affairs on 
account of idiocy. The poet's whole defense consisted in reading this 
splendid production ; and he was not only acquitted of the charge, but 
applauded to the skies. Happy the poet that lived among such a people, 
and happy the people that could boast of such a poet ! 

' That is, for want of a small word spoken by his sons in his defense. 
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from these two, who are virgins, aa far as their nature permits 
them, I receive both the sustenance of life, and security on the 
earth, and the offices of kindred. Those, in preference to a 
father, choose to sway thrones and sceptres, and to lord it o'er 
the land ; but neither at all shall they gain me as an ally, nor 
shall ever any enjoyment of the empire of Cadmus come to 
them. This I know, both hearing the oracles from this girl, 
and also reflecting upon the ancient predictions, which Pha3- 
bus erst accomplished unto me in mine own person.^ There- 
fore, let them both send Creon to search me out, and whoso- 
ever else is powerful in the state ; for if you, O strangers, ai*e 
willing to defend me, along with these awful goddesses, who 
preside o'er your people, you will procure a mighty savior to 
this city, and troubles to my enemies. 

Ch. Thou art indeed worthy, CKdipus, of pity, both your- 
self and these tliy daughters ; but since you introduce yourself 
in these words as the savior of this land, I wish to recommend 
to you what is expedient. 

QCd. O dearest, interpret it to me, as now about to perform 
every thing. 

Ch. Institute now an expiation to those divinities to whom 
you first came, and whose^ plain you have trodden. 

ffiD. In what modes ? O strangers, instruct me. 

Ch. First bring sacred libations from the ever-flowing fomit, 
touching them with holy hands. 

CEd. And when I have taken the pure stream ? 

Ch. There are cups, work of a skillful artificer, the heads 
and double handles of which do thou crown. 

CEd. With boughs or threads, or in what way ? 

In this interpretation I follow Brunck. Others take tnog in the meaning 
it sometimes bears of Trpdyfia, res, and translate it "on account of a 
small crime." Granting the sins of CEdipus to have beeen involuntary, 
it would scarcely, however, be decent to make him talk of patricide and 
incest as such trifling matters. 

^ Whatever be the difliculties of this difficult passage, the translator to- 
tally mistook rjvvGev when he rendered it "communicated." Wunder 
objects to the common reading, and adopts the conjecture of Heath, re 
TCL^ kfiov. Hermann construes the words thus : rd re ufioL ^oljiog k^ 
i/iov TTori 7/v. iraA. " id ego scio et hujus audiens oracula, quum reputo, et 
per me quas Phoebus olim antiquas dictiones effectum dedit," which, in ab- 
sence of something better, I have followed. Perhaps, however, kfiov is re- 
peated from the second line below, and has displaced the right word.-^B. 

^ But see Wunder. — B. 
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Cii. Wreathing them with the new-born wool of a young 
lamb. 

ffiD. Well ; but as to what remains, where is it fitting that 
I should accomplish it ? 

Ch. To pour the libations, turning to the rising mom.^ 

CEd. Shall I pour them from these urns you speak of? 

Ch. Three streams, at least ; but the last entire. 

GEd. With what, having filled this, shall I offer if? Teach 
me also this. 

Ch. With water and with honey. Add no wine. 

Q^D. And when the earth with its dark verdure shall have 
drunk these ? 

Ch. Placing in it thrice nine boughs of olive, with both 
hands, utter over them these prayers. 

ffiD. These I wish to hear, for they are of the greatest con- 
sequence. 

^ The practice of tummg to the sun on solemn occasions, or even ad- 
dressing him as he rose, was a common superstition among the ancients. 
It is not exactly known what was the purport of this form, but it prob- 
ably originated in the religious grandeur of the scene, and the emotions 
excited in the breast of the votary by the visible presence of the god. 
Clytemnestra, in the Electra, goes forth to tell her alarming dream to the 
rising sun : 

Toiavra tov irapovrugf ifvix* *HA/^ 
deiKvvac roivapj iKXvov i^Tjyovfievov. 

Cratinus also mentions it as a religious ceremony : 

"Aye di} npbg icj izptjrov uttuvtov igtcJj 
Kot XafijSuve x^P<^^ 2;^Zvov fieydXrjv. 

And in the Necyomantia of Lucian, we are told by Menippus that, pre- 
paratory to his descent to Hades, Mithrobarzanes the Chaldean conduct- 
ed him at daybreak to the banks of the Euphrates, irpdf &vaT£?t,7iovTa rbv 
^TiioVf prjaiv Tiva fiaKpuv kiTLT^eycjv. — Tr. So after a dream in Statius, 
Theb. ix. 601, 

"Ergo, ut inane nefas merso ter crive piavit, 
Verbaque soUicitas matrum solantia curas, 
Addidit, armats ruit ad delubra Dians. 
Rore sub Eoo — " 

So in Xcnoph. Cyrop. vii. s. 3, Cyrus orders the camps to be pitched, 
TTphg iu l3?iE7rovaav. Achilles Tat. Isag. Arat. ^ i. IiofOKX^g di elg 
'kTpea T7/V evpeoiv dvaipepei Tiiyov Trdf TrpogKvvel 6i rbv crpef^ovra 
kvkXov jfXiov. Hence the sun is frequently invoked as a witness, Apul. 
Metam. i. p. 3, and the apparition of the sun in a dream was a prosperous 
omen, Libanius, t. ii. Orat. xi. p. 344. Thus also Ptolemy Philopater, 
after a victory, turned the elephants to the sun, thot they might offer 
their supposed adoration, ^lian. Hist. An. vii. 44. — li 



486—511] OEDIPUS COLONEUS. 71 

Ch. As we call them the benevolent goddesses, that they 
may thus with benevolent hearts receive their suppliant in 
safety, do you yourself implore ; or, if there is any other in 
your place, speaking inaudible words, nor making the voice 
heard afar. Then slow depart, without turning back. When 
you have done these things, I with confidence would stand 
by you ; but otherwise, O stranger, I should fear concerning 
you. 

CEd. O my daughters, do you hear these stranger-dwellers^ 
in this land ^ 

Ant. We have heard ; and do you command what is fitting 
to do. 

CEd. By me the way may not be trodden ; for I am defi- 
cient in the want of power and in the want of sight — two evils: 
but let one of you, going, perform these things ; for I am of 
opinion that one soul, if it be present with kindly feeling, will 
suffice in place often thousand in working this expiation. But 
with speed do ye something ; only leave not me alone, for my 
body would not be able to crawl on unassisted, nor at least 
without a guide. 

Ism. I go to perform it ; but the place where I shall find the 
requisites, this I wish to learn. 

Cu. In that part of this grove, O stranger maid ; and if you 
have need of any thing, there is a dweller in the place who will 
inform you. 

Ism. I will then, if you please, go for this purpose ; but 
do thou, Antigone, here watch our father ; for if any one 
toil for a parent, it is not fitting to bear remembrance of tho 
toilli 

Ch. It is dreadful indeed, O stranger, again to awaken a 
grief that has already long slumbered, yet still I long to in- 
quire.2 

^ This were a fine sentiment if it came from any lips but those of tho 
selfish and unamiable Ismene. She can not do the most trifling piece of 
service to her father without making a fuss about it, and taking credit to 
herself for her exertions. 

^ If the Chorus had been possessed of a common share of delicacy or 
politeness, they would have restrained their longings, especially as they 
seem already to have been sufficiently acquainted with the revolting sub- 
ject. There was an awkward pause, however, occasioned by the departure 
of Ismene ; and they thought, perhaps, this conversation more dignified 
than a discourse on the state of the weather or any oilier vnltrar topic. 
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(Ed. What is this ? 

Ch. Couceming that sorrow which has arisen, wretched and 
extricable, in which you are situated. 

QLd, Do not, kind friend,^ by thine hospitality, lay open ab- 
horred deeds. 

Ch. I wish, stranger, to hear correctly that report which has 
spread far, and nowhere yet ceased. 

CEd. Woe is me ! 
. Ch. Acquiesce, I beseech thee. 

ffiD. Alas! alas! 

Ch. Obey me, and I also [will obey you] as far as you re- 
quire. 

OEd. I have endured, O strangers, the worst of ills ; I have 
endured them unwillingly, heaven knows ; and of these nought 
was of my own choice.^ 

Ch. But to what are they to be ascribed 1 

CEd. The state bound me, all ignorant, in an evil union, in 
the accursed bane of wedlock. 

Ch. Didst thou with thy mother, as I hear, fill a bed that 
is horrible to name ? 

CEi>. Oh me ! these things, stranger, are death to hear ; but 
these two from me — 

Ch. How sayest thou *? 

ffiD. Daughters, yet twin curses — ^ 

Ch. O Jove ! 

CEd. Sprung from the throes of a common mother. 

Ch. And are they then thy daughters? 

ffiD. And also their father's sisters, of one blood. 

Ch. Woe! 



^ TiETTov is the elegant emendation of Bothe, approved by Bind, and 
Wunder. — B. 

^ On the metrical and grammatical corruptions of these verses, see 
Wunder. — B. 

^ Vulgo iraldec Svo 6' urai. Id Heathius verti jussit, fiLii vero duo 
nox(B. Qucm Eimsleius miratur non vidisse filiaM 'Koldagy filios autem 
ara ab (Edipo nominari. Ego utrumque miror. Nihil enim istis inter- 
prctationibus fingi invenustius potest. Filiorujn nulla hie mentio. H^z, 
inquit, ex me natcB suntJUia quidem du<Zy sed du<z noxcB. Nempe et ipsaB 
labcm originis gerunt, et patri, qui genuit, opprobria sunt. Ita hsec etiam 
Brunckium intcllexisse puto. Tlatfie recte dedit Eimsleius, pariterque, 
quod nonnuUi libri habent, ara. — Hermann. 
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CEd. Woe indeed ! returns of ills unnumbered P I have 
Buffered things to be borne without oblivion. 

Ch. Thou hast done. 

CEd. I have not done. 

Ch. How, pray? 

CEd. I received a gift, which, would that I, wretched, had 
never merited to win from the state. 

Ch. Unhappy man ; what then ? thou didst commit the 
murder. 

CEd. What is this? and what dost thou wish to learn? 

Ch. Of a father? 

ffiD. Alas ! thou hast inflicted sickening grief on griefl 

Ch. Thou didst slay. 

CEd. I slew, but I have — 

Ch. What? 

CEd. Somewhat to justify me. 

Ch. How? 

CEd. I will tell ; for I both slew and destroyed unwittingly, 
and innocent by law, and ignorant, I did the deed. 

Ch. But hither comes the king, the son of -^Egeus, The- 
seus, according to your request, for the things for which he 
was sent.2 

Theseus.^ Learning from nriany, both in former time, the 
bloody destruction of your eyes, have I recognized you, O son 
of Laius ; and now on my way hither hearing of you, I the 
more fully know you ; for both your garb and your wretched 
head show us who you are : and pitying you, unhappy CEdi- 
pus, I wish to ask you, what supplication having to me or to 

* *E7rcarpo<l>al kokuVj vortices malorum. — Musgr. Scholiastes awa- 
Gpolaeig. Winsemius cumuli, Brunckius reciprocationeSf Reisigius vicis- 
situdincs. Tam multas significationes habet iiriarpo^TJ, quarum vix ulla 
ab hoc loco prorsus aiiena est, ut optimam eligere difficillimum sit. 
Elinslcy. — Tr. I follow Liddell. See Lex. Gr. kinGrpo^'^. — B. 

^ This is according to Dindorf s emendation ^0' atrraAiy for uneoTaXri. 
He aptly compares Eurip. Bacch. 464 : ^^' onep elg Q7J(3ag nupei. The 
sense is, he is here according to your request, in order to do that for 
which his presence was required. — B. 

^ The character of Theseus is represented in a way that must have been 
highly agreeable to the descendants of the people he ruled. He is full 
of the most dignified and moral sentiments, and displays his generosity 
and pity in a very interesting manner. It might appear hypercritical to 
mention our only objection, that he is, perhaps, rather stiff, and not suffi- 
ciently spirited and fiery for the boldest hero of chivalrous antiquity. 

D 
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the state, have you come, both you yourself, and she, the hap- 
less maiden by your side "? Inform me ; it would be a dread- 
ful task you must mention, from which I would shrink ; since 
I myself at least know how a stranger, like you, I was reared 
abroad, and how in man's estate I struggled with the greatest 
number of dangers in my own person, in the land of strangers. 
From no one, therefore, who was a stranger, as you are now, 
would I turn away, so as not to assist in saving him ;^ for I 
have known that I am a man, and that to me there is no more 
share in to-morrow's day than to you. 

Q^D. Theseus, your generous spirit has displayed itself in a 
few words, so as to require me to say little ; for you have de- 
clared who I am, and from what father sprung, and from what 
land I came ; so that nothing more remains to me than to say 
what I seek, and the tale is sped. 

Th. This very thing now teach me, in order that I may 
fully learn it. 

CEd, I come to bestow on you, as a gift, this my wretched 
body, not goodly to the sight ; but the advantages to be de- 
rived from it are of greater consequence than a fair form.^ 

Th. And what good do you, coming, claim to bring *? 

OEd. In time you may learn it, not at all at present. 

Th. Why, in what time will your gift be made manifest t 

OEd. When I die, and you shall become my burier. 

Th. You ask the last offices of life ; but the things inter- 
mediate you have either forgotten or hold in no account. 

CEd. For there these are concentrated to me.^ 

Th. But in ar trifle you ask this fetvor of me. 

CEd. Look to it, however : this contest is not trifling ; no, 
by no means. 

^ Virgil had this passage in view in his speech of Dido to ^neas : 

'* Me quoque per multos similis fortuna labores 
Jactatam, hac demum voluit consistere terra. 
Non ignara mali, miseris succurrere disco." 

* King Henry the Eighth, Act iy. sc. 2, 

" O father abbot, 
An old man, broken with the storms of state. 
Is come to lay his weary bones among ye ; 
Give him a little earth for charity !" — B. 

' <* In hoc enim uno (i. e., si meam sepulturam curaveris), reliqua ilia 
continentur." — Musgrave. 
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Th. Whether do you speak of the affairs of your children, 
or of me 1 

CEd. They would compel me to repair thither. 

Tn. But if they at least wish it, it is not creditable to you 
to fly. 

CEt>, But they, when I myself wished [to remain], did not 
permit me. 

Th. O foolish man, anger in misfortune is not good. 

CEd. When you have heard me, school me ; but at present 
bear with me. 

Th. Instruct me, for without judgment it does not befit me 
to speak. 

CEd. I have suffered, O Theseus, dreadful ills on ills. 

Th. Will you speak of the ancient calamity of your race ? 

CEd. No, in truth, since every one of the Greeks at least 
talks of this. 

Th. For with what ill beyond the lot of man are you af- 
flicted ! 

ffiD. Thus it is with me : I was driven from my land by 
my own seed ; and it is never permitted to me, as being the 
slayer of a father, to return again. 

Th. How, in truth, should they send for you, so as to live 
apart t^ 

(Ed. The words of heaven compel them. 

Th. Dreading what suffering from oracles ? 

OEd. That it is fated that they should fall by the stroke in 
this land.2 

Th. And how should my interest and theirs become hostile f 

CEd. O dearest son of JEgeus, to the gods alone old age be- 
longs not, nor indeed ever to die ; but every thing else does 
all-powerful time confound. The vigor of the earth indeed 
decays, and the vigor of the body decays ; faith dies, and false- 
hood springs up ; and the same gale hath never at all blown, 
neither to friends among men, nor to state toward state. For 
to some indeed already, and to others in after time, the things 
that are sweet become bitter, and again friendly. And now 

^ Miratur Theseus, quomodo revocent CEdipum Thebani ita, ut ille ta- 
men propter parricidiurn non ingrediatur fines eorum. — Hermann. 

' (Edipus, more than once in this play, is not quite correct as to the 
place where he denounces the fall of his sons ; but poets must be allowed 
some license, and prophets someumystery. 
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if every thing is prosperously tranquil to Thebes with you, 
infinite time will, in his course, beget an infinite number of 
days and nights, in which, from an insignificant cause, they 
will dissolve with the spear their present harmony of plighted 
right hands in that place where^ my sleeping and ensepul- 
chred corpse, long cold, shall drink their warm blood, if Jove 
be still Jove, and Phoebus son of Jove be true. But as it is 
not pleasant to utter words that should be undisturbed,^ per- 
mit me to go on in the way I have begun, only preserving your 
own faith, and you shall never say that you received ffidipus 
an unprofitable inhabitant of these places here, if the gods do 
not deceive me. 

Cii. O king, even before hath this man shown himself as 
about to consummate these, and such as these promises to this 
land. 

Th. Who, in truth, would reject the kindliness of a man 
like this, to whom, in the first place, there is ever with us the 
common altar of our friendship of the spear? And next com- 
ing a suppliant of the goddesses, he pays no small tribute to 
this land and to me ; which things revering, I will never cast 
away the favor of this man ; but, on the contrary, will give 
him a seat in the land. But if it is agreeable to the stranger 
to remain here, I will appoint thee to watch him ;^ or if it is 
agreeable to go along with me, I will grant you, O ffidipus, de- 
ciding on one of these, to avail yourself of it ; for in that way 
I will coincide with you. 

Q^D. O Jove, mayest thou bestow thy blessings on such men 
as these ! 

Th. What then do you wish ? to go to my palace *? 

CEd. [I would] if at least it were lawful to me ; but this 
here is the spot — 

Tii. In which you will do what? for I will not oppose 
you. 

QCd. In which I will conquer those who cast me out. 

Th. You would boast a great gift of your residence here. 

^ Heath, Elmsley, and Hermann translate tva in co loco uhi. Schffifer 
alone considers it as denoting time, and not place. 

* Tclklvtjt' tTTf/ is taken by some in the way I have given it, as words 
of awful sanctity ; by others, as meaning the fixed and unalterable or- 
acles. 

^ Addressing this injunction to the Chorus. 
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ffiD. If, while I accomplish it, there remain o you at least 
those things you promise. 

Tii. Be confident as to my part, at least I will never be- 
tray you. 

CEd. I will not indeed pledge you, like a wicked man, by an 
oath. 

Tii. You would gain nothing farther at least than by my 
word. 

GCd. How then will you act ? 

Th. Of what does the fear principally possess yout 

CEd. Men will come. 

Th. But to these it will be a care. 

CEd. Take heed leaving me. 

Th. Do not teach me what it befits me to do. 

ffiD. There is need to one who fears. 

Th. My heart does not feiir. 

CEd. You know not the threats. 

Tii. I know that no man shall carry you hence against my 
will. Many threats menace many vain words in their rage, 
but when the mind returns to itself, the threats are vanished. 
And to them, even though there has been courage given to say 
terrible things about taking you away, I know that the sea^ 
hither will appear long, and not to be sailed. I therefore bid 
you be confident, even without my care, if Phoebus conducted 
you ; and still, though I be not present, I know that my name 
will protect you from suffering ill. 

Chorus. Thou hast come, O stranger, to the seats of this 
land,2 renowned for the steed ; to seats the fairest on earth, 
the chalky Colonus;^ where the vocal nightingale, chief 
abounding, trills her plaintive note in the green dells, tenant- 

^ t. c, the attempt will appear a diflScult one. Such proverbs and 
phrases are constantly used when great extent or difiiculty is spoken of. 

^ I have endeavored to avoid the unpleasant pleonasm which deforms 
the opening of this beautiful chorus. I must, however, inform my read- 
ers that it were perhaps more correctly rendered, " Thou hast come, O 
stranger, to the best seats of the land of this earth." Elmsley alone, of 
the editors of this play, has sanctioned the construction adopted above. 

' This is often translated, by way of being gay, " the silvery Colonus." 
Besides that the epithet is rather unmeaning, it is very bad taste to take 
any liberties which violate the locality of the scene, and destroy the nat- 
ural picture to the eye. 
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ing the dark-hued ivy and the leafy grove of the god, un- 
trodden, teeming with fruits, impervious to the sun,^ and 
unshaken by the winds of every storm ; where Bacchus the 
reveler ever roams attending his divine nurses.^ And ever 
day by day the narcissus, with its beauteous clusters, bursts 
into bloom by heaven's dew, the ancient coronet of the 
mighty goddesses, and the saffron with golden ray; nor do 
the sleepless founts^ of Cephisus that wander through the 
fields fail, but ever each day it rushes o'er the plains with its 
limpid wave, fertilizing the bosom of the earth ; nor have the 
choirs of the muses loathed this clime ; nor Venus, too, of 
the golden reign. And there is a tree such as I hear not to 
have ever sprung in the land of Asia, nor in the mighty 
Doric island of Pelops, a tree unplanted by hand, of sponta- 
neous growth, terror of the hostile spear,* which flourishes 
chiefly in this region, the leaf of the pale gray olive that 
nourishes our young. This shall neither any one in youth^ 
nor in old age, marking for destruction, and having laid it 
waste with his hand, bring to nought ; for the eye that never 
closes of Morian^ Jove regards it, and the blue-eyed Minerva. 
And I have other praise for this mother-city to tell, the 
noblest gift of the mighty divinity, the highest vaunt, that 
she is the great of chivalry, renowned for the steed and 
famous on the main ; for thou, O sovereign Neptune, son of 

* Lucan, Phars. iii. 399, " Lucus erat longo nunquam violatus ab aevo, 
Obscurum cingens connexis aera ramis, Et gelidas alte summatis SolibuB 
umbras." — B. 

^ The nymphs of Nyssa received the infant Bacchus after the death of 
Semele, and nursed him amid the mountains. There are frequent allu- 
sions to this circumstance to be found in the poets. Thus Eurip. Cyclop. 4. 

'G BpS/iie — 

Hyginus, Astron. Poet. lib. ii. 17. — " Liberum patrem — ut reddereiit nu- 
tricibus nymphis." 

? Sophocles here avails himself of the poetical license, at least if we 
may give credit in preference to the accurate Strabo : du^v K'q^iaaog — 
Xet/^dfificjdijc TO TTAtoVy Oepovg 6h fieiovraL TsXtog. — Tr. But see Brunck. 
— B. 

* Even the Lacedaemonians, in their ravages of Attica, spared this con- 
secrated tree. 

* i. e.y neither Xerxes nor Archidamus. See Herodot. viii. 55, and Rei- 
sig's note. — B. 

* See Reisig. — B. 
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Saturn, hast raised her to this glory, having first, in these 
fields, founded the bit to tame the horse ; and the well-rowed 
boat dashed forth by the hand, bounds man^elously through 
the brine, tracking on the hundred-footed^ daughters of Ne- 
reus. 

Ain^. O plain, highest commended with praises, now it is 
fitting for you to make manifest these brilliant eulogies. 

OEd. And what new event is there, my child *? 

Ant. Creon here, O father, approaches near us, not with- 
out attendants. 

G£d. Dearest old men, from you now already may the goal 
of safety appear to me. 

Cu. Be confident, the safety shall be present ; for though 
I am an old man, the strength of this land hath not grown 
old. 

Creon. Ye men, illustrious inhabitants of this soil,^ I per- 
ceive from your eyes that you have felt some sudden fear at 
my approach, whom do ye neither fear, nor assail with evil 
word'? for I come not lis wishing to do any thing, since I 
indeed am an old man, and I know that I come to a city 
which, if any other in Greece, is mighty in power. But I, of 
such an age, was sent to persuade this man to follow me to 
the Cadmeian plain, not from the bidding of one, but charged 
by all the citizens, since it appertains by affinity to me, most 
of all the city, to mourn the sufferings of this man. But, O 
wretched CEdipus, listening to me, return home: all the 
people of Cadmus justly invite you, and of these I most of all, 
inasmuch as, if I were not by nature the basest of men, 1 
grieve more over your misfortunes, seeing you unhappy, 
being indeed a stranger, and ever a wanderer, and with 
the aid of a single attendant, going in want of life's sub- 
sistence : whom I, wretched, never thought would have fallen 

^ This does not imply that each of the daughters had a hundred feet, 
but that, being fifty in number, they mustered, at the usual allowance of 
two apiece, this quantity altogether. The conceit is silly, mean, and un- 
worthy of the poet. — Tb. But see Wunder. — B. 

^ Brunck has much improved the text here by substituting l-yy^elc fo' 
the old reading evyevelg. The epithet is used with much address by the 
insidious Creon ; for there was no point on which the Athenians loved 
more to be complimented than on being yrjyevelg or abroxGovEg, the ab- 
original inhabitants of the soil. — Tr. But surely evyevel^ comes to the 
same thing! — B. 



80 CEDIPUS COLONEUS. [749—792 

into so much of misery, as hapless she has fallen, always car- 
ing for you and your person with the food of beggary, of such 
an age, yet not having experienced wedlock, but the prey of 
every one who meets her to ravish. Have I not then, O mis- 
erable man that I am, uttered a wretched reproach against you, 
and me, and our whole race *? But, for it is impossible to con- 
ceal the things that are exposed to the view, do you now, O 
Qiidipus, by the gods of our country', obeying me, conceal them, 
having been willing to return to the city and homes of your 
fathers, bidding friendly farewell to this city, for she is worthy 
of it ; but your city, at home, may with right be more revered, 
being of old your nurse. 

QEd. Oh thou who darest every thing, and who from every 
just speech extractest the wily device, why do you attempt 
these things, and why do you, a second time, wish to catch 
me in what I should most grieve when caught*? For for- 
merly, when I was sickening with domestic evils, when it 
was agreeable to me to be exiled from the land, you were not 
willing to grant this favor to my wish ; but when already I 
was satisfied with anger, and it was sweet to me to ppend my 
days in my home, then you drove me out and cast me forth ; 
nor then was the tie of kindred by any means dear to yoi\ 
And now again, when you see this city meeting me with 
benevolence, and all its people, you attempt to drag me away, 
proposing harsh measures in a soft way. And yet what 
pleasure is this to love people against their vrill 1 as if any 
one to you, pressing to obtain, should grant nothing, nor 
wish to aid you, but to you, having your mind satisfied with 
what you required, should then give it when the favor 
procures no gratitude, would not you obtain this a vain 
pleasure*? Such things do you indeed also offer to me, in 
word good, but in fact evil ; and to these also will I tell it, 
that I may prove you base. You come to take me away, not 
that you may conduct me home, but that you may place me 
by your borders, and that your city may be freed to you 
unhurt by evils from this land. These things are not grant- 
ed to you ; but those are, my avenging spirit ever dwelling 
there in the land ; and to my sons it is permitted to obtain at 
least so great a portion of the soil as only to die in. Do 1 
not then conceive better of the affairs of Thebes than you ? 
Much better, sure, inasmuch as I hear them from more un* 
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erring sources, from Phoebus,^ and firom Jove himself, who is 
his sire. But your falsified lips have come hither, having 
much tongue-doughtiness; but by your speech you will get 
more harm than safety. But, for I know that I shall not 
thus persuade you, go, and suifer us to hve here ; for not 
even faring thus, shall we live unhappily, if we are con- 
tented. 

Cr. Whether do you deem, in your present words, that I 
am unfortunate as r^ards your afiairs, or rather you as re- 
gards your own *? 

C£d. It is most agreeable to me, indeed, if you are neither 
able to persuade me, nor these beside me. 

Cr. Unhappy man, neither by time do you appear to have 
given birth to wisdom, but nourish the bane of old age. 

CEd. You are powerful in tongue ; but I never knew him 
a just man who makes a good story out of every thing. 

Cr. It is a different thing to speak much and to speak 
things opportune. 

CKd. As you forsooth utter these things both briefly and to 
the point. 

Cr. No, in truth, to whomsoever at least there is a mind 
like that in you. 

OEd. Depart, for I will speak also for these, nor guard me, 
keeping a look out where it is fitting I should dwell.^ 

Cr. I call these to witness, not you. But for the wordd 
you answer even to your friends — if ever I take you** — 

(Ed. And who shall seize me against the will of these my 
aUies ? 

Cr. Assuredly, even exclusive of this, you shall grieve.* 

GLu, With what sort of deed do you threaten this "? 

* The ancient superstition was, that Phoebus only retailed the oracleif 
which he received from his father Jove. Thus iEschylus in the Sup. 
plices : 

IiTelTielv oTTug Tuxiora' ravra yap izarfip 
Zevf kyKadel Ao^ta. — Tr. 

Eum. 19, Aiuc 'Trpo(l>yT7jg 6' earl Ao^lag narpog. Virg. ^n. iii. 251. 
" Qua3 Phoebo pater omnipotens, mihi Phoebus Apollo Prcedlxit." — B. 

^ Such is the sense of e<popfielv (for k^opfidv is not the word, as Rost 
observes). So it is used of blockading a harbor in Xenoph. HcUen. i. 6, 
3S ; vi. 2, 7— B. 

^ See Hermann's note. — B. 

* That is, " exclusive of my overpowering your defenders, and carry- 
ing you off." 

D2 
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Cr. Of your two daughters, having just seized one, I have 
sent her away, and the other I will quickly bear off. 

CEd. Woe is me ! 

Cr. You shall speedily have reason to cry woe the more for 
these things. 

CEd. Have you my child ? 

Cr. Ay, and shall have this one too, in no long time. 

GiId. Oh strangers! What will ye do? Will ye betray 
me? and will ye not drive away the impious man from this 
land? 

Cii. Away, stranger, out with speed, for neither now dost 
thou what is just, nor previously didst thou. 

Cr. It must be your office to conduct her away against 
her will, if she will not go willingly. 

Ant. Woe is me, unhappy woman ! Whither shall I fly ? 
What aid shall I gain from gods or men ? 

Ch. What doest thou, oh stranger ? 

Cr. I will not touch this man, but her, mine own.^ 

OGd. Oh, princes of the land ! 

Ch. Oh stranger ! thou doest not what is just. 

Cr. It is just. 

Ch. How just? 

Cr. I carry away mine own. 

Ant. Oh state I^ 

Ch. What doest thou, oh stranger? Will you not let her 
go ? Quickly shall you come to the trial of arms. 

Cr. Hold off. 

Ch. Not from you at least, while bent on these things. 

Cr. For you war with the state, if you injure me in 
aught.3 

CEd. Have I not foretold this? 

Ch. 'Let go the maid immediately from your hands. 

Cr. Command not those things of which you are not 
master. 

Ch. I bid you let go. 

Cr. And I bid you proceed on your way, 

' " My kinswoman," which she was by being the daughter of his sister 
Jocasta. This was but an indifferent plea, however, for carrying her off 
from her father. 

* Assigned to CEdipus by Wunder. — B. 

' The dramatis persona) arc arranged according to Bind, and Wund. — -B. 



841—872.] CEDIPUS COLONEUS. 88 

Ch. Come hither, come, come, ye dwellers in the place. 
The city, my city, is violated by force. Hither come to me. 

Ant. I, wretched, am dragged away, O strangers ! stran- 
gers! 

Q^u. Where, my child, are you I 

Ant. I go away by force. 

CEd. Stretch forth, my daughter, your hands. 

Ant. But I have not the power. 

Cr. Will you not drag her away ? 

CEd. Oh wretched, wretched man that I am ! 

Cr. No longer, then, on these two props shall you travel 
along; but since you wish to prevail against your country 
and your friends, by whom I, appointed, do these things, even 
although king, prevail. For in time I know you will under- 
stand this much, that you neither now do what is goodly 
yourself toward yourself, nor formerly did, against the will 
of your friends, gi-atifying that anger which always works 
your ruin. 

Ch. Hold there, stranger. 

Cr. I forbid you to touch me. 

Ch. I will not, deprived at least of these two maidens, let 
you go. 

Cr. You will quickly, then, cause a greater pledge to be 
redeemed by the city ; for I will not lay hold of these two 
alone. 

Ch. But to what will you betake yourself I 

Cr. Seizing hold of this man, I will carry him away. 

Ch. Your threat is dreadful. 

Cr. Believe me that it shall soon be now accomplished, if 
the ruler of this land prevent me not. 

ffii). O shameless voice ! for wilt thou touch me I 

Cr. I command you to be silent. 

CEd. No ; for may not these goddesses yet make me silent 
of this curse, at least against thee, who, O basest wretch, in 
addition to the loss of my former eyes, hast gone off, car- 
rying away by force my only eye that was left; therefore 
may the all-seeing sun of the gods give thee thyself, and thy 
race, some time or other, to grow old, like me, in a life such 
as this. 

Cr. Behold ye this, ye inhabitants of this land ? 

CEd. They see both thee and me; and understand that. 
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haying suffered in deeds, I revenge myself on thee with 
words. 

Cr. I will not restrain my anger, but will carry him off by 
force, even though I am alone and slow through age. 

OEd. O wretched me ! 

Ch. With how much audacity hast thou come, O stranger, 
if you deem you shall accomplish these things ! 

Cr. I deem I shall. 

Ch. Then I no longer count this a state. 

Cr. In the cause of justice, even the small overcomes the 
great. 

CEd. Do you hear what sort of things he utters ? 

Cii. Things which at least he shall not accomplish. 

Cr. Jove may know these things, but not thou. 

Ch. But is not this insult 1 

Cr. Yes, insult ; but it must be borne. 

Ch. Ho! all ye people! Ho! ye chiefs of the land! 
Come with speed ; come, since they already are passing all 
bounds. 

Theseus. What can be this clamor*? What is the matter? 
From what possible fear have ye checked me in the sacrifice 
of oxen at the altar to the ocean-god, the president of this 
Colonus? Tell me, that I may know the whole, for the sake 
of which I have rushed hither more quickly than suited the 
ease of my feet. 

(Ed. O dearest friend — ^for I knew thy voice — ^I have just 
suffered dreadful things at the hands of .this man. 

Th. Of what kind are they ? and who did you the wrong *? 
Speak. 

CEd. Creon here, whom you see, has carried off the sole 
pair of my daughters. 

Th. How sayest thou ? 

CEd. Thou hast heard what things I have suffered. 

Th. Will not, then, some one of the ser\^ants, going as 
quickly as possible to these altars, compel all the people, both 
unmounted and mounted, to hasten from the sacrifice with 
loosened rein, where the double-opening paths of the way- 
farers nearest meet, that the virgins may not pass by, and I, 
vanquished by force, become a laughing-stock to this stranger 
fellow? Go, as I have commanded, with speed. And this 
man, indeed, if I had come with the anger of which he is 
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worthy, I should not have suffered to pass through my hands 
without a wound ; but now with those laws, which having, 
he entered the country,^ with those, and no other, shall he 
be fitted. For you shall never depart from the land till, 
bringing those virgins here, you place them plain before me, 
since you have acted in a way neither worthy of me, nor 
of those from whom you are sprung, nor of thine own 
country; you who entering a state that practices justice, 
and ratifies nothing without the law, and then disregarding 
the authorities of this land, breaking in thus, carry off what 
you choose, and make them subject to you by force. And 
to me, you must have thought that there was a city void 
of men, or slavish, and that I was the same as nobody. And 
yet Thebes, at least, did not teach you to be base ; for she 
is not wont to train up unjust men, nor would she praise 
you, if she heard of you violating my rights, and those of the 
gods, canying away by force the suppliant bodies of wretched 
mortals. I would not certainly, entering your country, 
though I had the justest pretenses in the world, I would not, 
without the consent of the sovereign of the land at least, 
whosoever he were, have either dragged or carried away ; but 
I would have known how it were proper for a stranger to 
conduct himself among citizens. But you yourself disgrace 
your own country, not worthy of reproach, and increasing years 
make you at once an old man and a dotard. I have said then 
both before, and I repeat it now, let some one, as quickly as 
possible, bring hither the maidens, unless you wish to become 
a foreign dweller in this land by force and against your will ;2 
and this sentence I pronounce to you equally with my mind 
and with my tongue. 

Cn. Do you see to what you have come, O stranger? so 
that by those from whom you are sprunc^ you appear just, but 
are detected in doing what is base. 

^ That is, " Quandoquidem sub amici specie venit, non pro hoste habe- 
bitur." — ^Musgrave. 

' MeTotKog was the name appropriated to designate a foreigner resident 
in Athens. There was a very large class of this description, as we may 
see by the numbers of them that went out in various expeditions during 
the Peloponnesian war. It is in this body that Theseus threatens to in- 
corporate Creon ; adding, for the sake of perspicuity rather than brevity, 
that it should not only be by force, but also against his will. — Tr. The 
wonder is, how Creon was silly enough to trust himself upon a freeboot- 
ing adventure in a country not his owti, with no efficient guard. — J] 
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Cr. T, neither considering this city without citizens, O son 
of -^geus, nor without counsel, as you allege, have achieved 
this deed; but conceiving that no such violent love of my 
kindred would ever fall on these men, so that they would 
maintain them against my will. And I knew that they would 
not receive a parricide and wretch impure, nor one to whom 
there was found subsisting the unhallowed marriage of child 
[with mother]. Of this nature I knew with them the Areo- 
p^us* sage council coeval with the soil,^ which does not per- 
mit such wandering beggars to dwell together in this city. 
On it relying I essayed this prey ; and I would not have done 
so had he not imprecated bitter curses on me myself, and on 
my race ; in return for which, I, having suffered, thought fit to 
make this retaliation ; for of anger there is no other old age 
except in death, but no grief affects the dead. You will there- 
fore do whatsoever you please, since my unguarded state, even 
though I say what is just, makes me feeble. But to deeds, 
nevertheless, even being aged as I am, I will endeavor to make 
requital. 

CEd. O shameless audacity ! whom do you think you insult 
in this, whe'ther me, an old man, or yourself? who have 
uttered to me from your lips the slaughters, and marriages, 
and calamities, which I, wretched, have unwillingly endured. 
For to the gods it thus seemed fit perchance, bearing wrath 
for some offense against the race of old \^ since in myself at 
least you would not find any reproach of guilt, in return for 

* Xdoviov is translated by some " subterraneous," referrinff it to the 
manner in which the council sat, always in the dark, and deep below 
ground. The compliments which Creon pays it are just ; for though the 
nature of it be not so well known as might be wished, there is little doubt 
that it was one of the wisest and best institutions of antiquity. The proof 
of this is found in its rigid and impartial administration during the most 
corrupt times, and in its duration and reverence long after the more splen- 
did glories of Athens had all departed. 

^ The Calvinism, or rather fatalism, of the Greeks was very strong. 
They implicitly believed in a predestined chain of evils, commencing with 
the guilty deed of some individual, and continuing through all his future 
race, till vengeance was fully wreaked by its extermination. The trage- 
dians avail themselves very successfully of this superstition ; and the prin- 
ciple is in itself, indeed, finely calculated for heightening the dramatic ef- 
fect. There is something fearful in the darkling way in which the de- 
voted victims of heaven's wrath are hurried on to penal destruction, while 
there is an admirable opportunity afforded, by the innocence of the prin- 
cipal sufferer, to awaken and justify the sympathy of the audience. 
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which I perpetrated these sins against myself and my kindred. 
For tell me, if an annmiciation from heaven had come to my 
father by oracles, that he should die by his children, how can 
you justly reproach me with this, who had not at all any 
generative increase from father or mother, but was then 
unborn I And if, again, when bom to misery, as I was bom, 
I came to strife with my father, and slew him, unweening of 
any thing I did, and against whom I did it ; how, at least, 
could you justly censure that which was sure an unwilling 
deed t And are you not ashamed, wretch, to make me speak 
of the marriage of my mother, who was your sister I a mar- 
riage such as I shall speedily declare ; for I then will not be 
silent, when thou, forsooth, hast proceeded to this unhallowed 
tale. For she bore me, she bore me, woe is me for my mise- 
ries! she ignorant, me ignorant, aflti having given me bulh 
she produced to me children, her own reproach. But one 
thing, at least, then I know, that you indeed willingly have in 
these words reviled me and her, and that I unwillingly mar- 
ried her, and unwillingly mention this. Yet neither in this 
marriage shall I be talked of as wicked,' nor in the slaughter 
of my father, with which you always charge 'me, bitterly 
upbraiding. For answer me but one thing of what I ask you : 
If any one standing by here should immediately attempt to 
slay you, the upright man, whether would you inquire if your 
father were the assassin, or would you straightway avenge 
yourself on him ? I think, indeed, an you love life, that you 
would take vengeance on the guilty, nor would consider 
what is just. Into such evils I also have entered, the gods 
impelling mc ; to which declaration I deem that the ghost^ of 



* The justification which (Edipus offers of himself in this speech is a 
little inconsistent with the violent remorse which he elsewhere exhibits. 
He was incensed, however, by the remarks of Creon ; and might feel like 
many other people, who talk freely of their own imperfections, and yet 
get very wroth if their neighbors take the same liberty. 

* The writings of the tragedians, and, indeed, of all the ancient poets, 
teem with the notion of a reappearance of the dead, and a revenge upon 
those who had done them ill during life (see ^sch. Choeph. 32, 136, 
315, 333, 479 ; Eum. 94, sqq. ; Eurip. Hec. 1, sqq.); and thence it was 
believed that the ghosts of the dead might be summoned into life, either 
to give advice, as Darius appears to Atossa in the PerscB, and as in the 
resuscitation of Polycritus mentioned by Phlegon, Trallianus, de mirab. 
q. 2, p. 21, ed. Meurs., or to denounce their murderer, as Clytemnestra 
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my father, could it live, would not say the contrary. But you 
(for you are not just, but deem every thing proper to mention, 
words that may, and words that may not be spoken) reproach 
me with such things in the presence of these men. And yet 
it seems honorable to you to flatter the name of Theseus and 
Athens, how nobly she is constituted ; and while you thus 
praise many things, you forget this one, that if any land 
knows to worship the gods with honors, in that this land 
excels, from which you have endeavored to steal away me, 
myself, an aged suppliant, and have gone off with my daugh- 
ters. In return for which, I now, invoking these goddesses, 
supplicate them and enjoin them in my prayers to come my 
allies, and aid, in order that you may well learn by what sort 
of men this city is guarded. 

Ch. The stranger, oh Mng, is a good man ; but his suffer- 
ings are utterly ruinous, and worthy of protection. 

Tii. Enough of words, since the ravishers indeed hasten 
away, and we, the sufferers, stand still. 

Cr. What, in truth, do you command to a feeble man to do? 

Th. To begin the way thither, and to go a guide to me, in 
order that, if you have our maidens in these places, you your- 
self may show them to me. But if those who have them in 
their power fly, there is no need to take the trouble ; for 
there are others who hasten, for whom having escaped out of 
this country, they'll never have to thank the gods. But 
lead on the way, and know that seizing, you are seized, and 
that fortune hath taken you, the hunter; for possessions ac- 
quired by unjust trick are not preserved. And you shall have 
no other one to assist you in these things ;^ since I know, from 
the daring at present exhibited, that you have not come 

in the Eumenides, and as the wronged virgin who had appeared to Pau- 
sanias at Byzantium, and subsequently being evoked elg rd ilwxoirofnreiov 
by her murderer, foretold his end in a mysterious prophecy. Cf Plutaich 
d© sera num. vind. p. 40, ed. Wytt. So, also, the ghost of the departed 
is evoked to declare his murderer, in Apul. Metam. ii. p. 35 ; and a 
similar ceremony is fully described in Heliodor. Ethiop. vi. 14. The 
Trophonian veKvofiavTsiov is described by Maximus Tyrius, xiv. ^ 2, 
and the tlwxa-yo-yol by Plato de legg. x. p. 909, B. Steph. and Liban. 
t. i. p. 900, Tibull. i. 2, 23. Hence the reader may perceive how great 
was the strength of this adjuration in a day when the belief that the 
deceased might confront his murderer even in this world, existed — B. 
^ But see Wunder. — B. 
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unattended or unharmed for such great insults; but there is 
something, on which relying, you have done these things 
which it behooves me to examine, nor to make this city weaker 
than a single man. Understand you aught of these words ? or 
do they appear to you to have been vainly spoken, both just 
now, and when you contrived this attempt ? 

Ck. You will say nothing while here to be found fault with 
by me ; but at home we shall know what it is fitting to do. 

Th. Go now and threaten. ^ But do you, O CEdipus, remain 
here with us in quiet, assured that if I do not first die, I shall 
not cease until I put you in possession of your children. 

CEiy. May you l>e blest, O Theseus! both for the sake of 
your generous spirit, and your righteous provident care of us. 

Chorus. Would that I were where the gatherings of hos- 
tile men shall quickly mingle in the brazen din of battle, either 
by the Pythian shrines^ or the gleaming^ shores, where the 
awful goddesses foster for the mortal race^ those hallowed 
rites of which the golden key hath even come upon the tongue 
of the ministering Eumolpidae.^ There methinks that Theseus^ 
awaking the fight and the twin virgin sisters will quickly en- 
gage with prevailing shouts in these regions ; or somewhere 
are they approaching, from ^a's pastures, the western ridge 
of the snowy rock, Hying on steeds, or with racings that whirl 
along the car? He will be taken.'' Dreadful is the martial 
spirit of the natives, and dreadful the might of the sons of 
Theseus ; for every bit is gleaming, and every one is hastening 
to mount the steeds with frontlet trappings — they, who honor 
equestrian Minerva, and the earth-encircling king of ocean, 

* See Reisig. — B. 

^ The shrine alluded to was dedicated to the Pythian Apollo at Mara- 
thon. 

^ Gleaming with the sacred torches made use of in the Eleusinian 
mysteries. 

* There is something in the mystery and solemnity of this expression 
that would half induce one to believe in Warburton's theory of the wor- 
ship of the one and true God being preserved at Eleusis. 

* The scholiasts give us different accounts of the first Eumolpus ; but 
whoever he may have been, his descendants retained his name and ofHce 
of priesthood at Eleusis. 

* But see Herm. and Wund. — B. 

' Hermann well remarks that uAuceraL refers to Creon. The translator 
had connected it with 6€ivbg....'Ap7jg. — B. 
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Rhea's dear son. Do they fight ? or are they on the point of 
engaging*?^ How my mind presages something to me, that 
they shall quickly give up her who has endured dreadful things, 
and met with dreadful sufferings at the hands of her kindred ! 
Jove will accomplish, he will accomplish something this day. 
I am the prophet of a successful strife. Would that I a dove, 
borne fleet as the whirlwind, with the speed of strength, might 
from a cloud on high reach these contests, having lifted aloft 
mine eyes P O Jove, all-ruler of gods, whose eye is over all, 
grant to the leaders of the people of this land in conquering 
strength to crown their ambush with the glorious prey ! and 
thy hallowed daughter, Pallas Minerva ; and the hunter Apol- 
lo, and his sister that pursues the swift-footed dappled fawns 
— I implore to come a twofold aid to this land and to its citi- 
zens. Oh wandering stranger, you will not say to your watch- 
man that he is a false prophet, for I see these virgins again 
hither near approaching. 

CEd. Where *? where ? What say you ? How said you 1 

Ant. Oh father! father! who of the gods would grant 
you to behold this best of men, who has sent us hither to 
you? 

CEiJ). Oh my child, are ye two present 1 

Ant. Yes ; for these hands of Theseus, and of his dearest 
attendants, have preserved us. 

CEd. Come hither, oh daughter ! to your father, and grant 
me to touch that body which I never hoped would have re- 
turned. 

Ant. You ask what you shall obtain ; for with longing is 
this favor [granted].^ 

Q£d. Where, in truth, where are ye *? 

Ant. Here we are, approaching together. 

CEd. Oh dearest branches ! 

Ant. To its author every thing is dear. 

^ MeAylavffi is wrongly given by Brunck " morantur," which is not 
only false to the meaning, but totally does away with the energy of the 
passage. — Tr. Cf Thucyd. i. y fieXXovreg TroXefii^aeiVj y Iv uvrifi j'/Stj 
ovreg. — B. 

^ The order is ireXeLilg (d0') aWepiag ve^' kiop/^aaaa rovfibv bfifia nvp- 
aaific TcJvd' uv6vu>v. See Wunder. — B. 

^ avv TTodif) yap t] x^P^'Ci i- ^-t gratiam petis quam ipss ultro prsstaro 
cupidissima) sumus. — Musgrave. 
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(Ed. Oh props of a man — 

Ant. Of an unhappy man, though, the unhappy props — 

(Ed. I clasp what is dearest to me ; nor should I any Ion 
ger be utterly wretched in death, you two standing by me. 
Support, oh my child, both my sides ; implanting yourselves 
m your planter, and make me to cease from my former solitary 
and wretched wandering; and tell me what has been done, as 
briefly as possible, since few words suflSce to virgins of such an 
age. 

Ant. This is he here who saved us : to him it is fitting to 
listen, oh father ! and this business will be short both to you 
and me. 

OEd. O stranger, wonder not at my earnestness, if, my chil- 
dren having unexpectedly appeared, I lengthen my words ! for 
I know that this dehght, given by you to me in them, has 
arisen from no other; -for you have preserved them, and no 
other mortal. And may the gods give to you, as I wish, both 
to yourself and this land; since among yon, at least, alone of 
men, have I found piety, and equity, and truth. "And having 
experienced them, I repay them with these words ; for I have 
what I have through you, and no other mortal. And stretch 
out, oh king, your right hand to me, that I may touch it, and 
kiss, if it be lawful, your brow. And yet what do I say? 
How should I, who have been miserable, wish to touch a man 
with whom there is no stain of evils an inmate? I will not 
touch you, nor, therefore, will I permit you [to touch me]; 
for it is possible only to such mortals as have had experience 
of them, to jom in supporting miseries like these. But do you, 
from that spot, receive my farewell, and for the future justly 
take care of me, as you have done to this day. 

Th. Neither if you have made the length of your words 
greater, being delighted with these children, do I wonder; 
nor if, m preference to me, you have first chosen their con- 
versation , for no displeasure from these things possesses me ; 
for 1 do not strive to make ray life more glorious by words 
than by deeds. And I prove it ; for of those things which I 
swore, I have deceived you, old man, in nothing; for I am 
present, bringing these virgins alive, uninjured by what was 
threatened against them. And how, indeed, this contest was 
won — what need is there vainly to vaunt that which you, at 
any rate, will learn yourself from these two, associating with 
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them 1 But apply your mind to the tale that has just met me, 
coming hither, since it is trifling indeed to tell, but worthy to 
excite wonder ; and it is fitting that a man should neglect no 
matter. 

(Ed. And what is it, son of -^^eus? Instruct me, as I 
myself know nothing of those things of which you are inform- 
ed. 

Th. They say that some man, being no fellow-citizen indeed 
of yours, but a kinsman, sits somehow a suppliant at our altar 
of Neptune, by which I chanced to be sacrificing when I rush- 
ed away. 

(Ed. Of what country ? Seeking what by this supplicatory 
posture ? 

Tii. I know but one thing ; for he requests, as they tell me, 
a short conversation with you, not full of trouble. 

(Ed. Of what kind ? for this sitting by the altar is of no 
slight import. 

Tii. They say that he, coming, requests to come to conver- 
sation with you, and to depart without injury from his journey 
hither. 

(Ed. Who then can he be who sits in this posture 1 

Th. See if at Argos there be any kinsman to you, who would 
seek to obtain this from you. 

CEd. Oh, dearest friend, hold where you are. 

Th. What is the matter with you*? 

(Ed. Ask me not. 

Th. Of what sort of thing 1 Speak. 

(Ed. I fully know, hearing these words, ^ who is the suppli- 
ant. 

Tii. And who at all is he whom I should have cause to rep- 
rehend ? 

(Ed. It is my hated son, oh king ! whose words most pain- 
fully of all men would I endure to hear. 

Tii. But why? Is it not permitted you to hear and to 

^ (Ikovov Tuvde, sc. Xoycjv. Brumoy conceives iraiScov to be the word 
understood ; "Antigone et sa soeur devinent que c'cst leur frere Polynice, 
et elles Ic disent a leur p^re." Pray what is the occasion of giving the 
young ladies more penetration than their father 1 The words of Theseus 
were so plain that CEdipus, except he were deaf as well as blind, must 
have very easily made out the matter. 
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refrain from doing what you do not wish? Why ic it disa- 
greeable to you to listen ? 

CEd. This voice, oh king ! comes most hateful to a father ; 
and do not urge me of necessity to grant this request. 

Th. But if his seat compel you, consider if the reverence of 
the divinity be not to be observed. 

Ant. Father, obey me, though young I give advice. Suf- 
fer this man^ to give gratification to his own mind, and to 
the god what he wishes; and to us twain grant that our 
brother should come ; for be confident that whatever he shall 
say inexpedient to you, will not pervert you by force from 
your purpose. And what hurt is it to hear words'? works 
of the most glorious invention are made known by words. 
You begat him ; so that neither, O father, though he did to 
you the worst of most impious Avi'ongs, is it lawful for you at 
least to repay him with evil i^ but suffer him ; there are also 
to others bad children and fierce anger, but admonished by 
the spell-words of friends, they are softened in nature. But 
do you not now look back to those sufferings from father and 
mother which you endured ; though even if you look on them, 
I know you will perceive the end of evil anger, how it comes 
in addition* evil ; for you bear no slight impressions of this, be- 
ing deprived of your sightless eyes. But yield to us; for it 
is not good for those to press, who ask for just things, nor for 
you yourself to receive benefits, and having received, not to 
know how to repay them. 

CEd. My child, ye gain from me by your speeches a re- 
luctant pleasure. Let it be then as is agreeable to you ; only, 
friend, if he shall come hither, let no one ever have control 
over me. 

Th. Once, old man, not twice, do I seek to hear such re- 
quests. I wish not to boast ; but know that you are safe, if 
any one of the gods shall also preserve me. 

Chorus. Whoever seeks to live for a lengthened term, neg- 
lecting the mean, will be proved in my mind to cherish folly ; 
since oft has length of days brought us nearer to pain, and you 
can nowhere see aught of joy when any one may meet with 

^ Theseus, not Polynices. 

* The character of Antigone always appears in the most amiable light. 
Her sentiments breathe at once of the purest sisterly love, and of a spirit 
of forgiveness almost worthy of a Christian. 
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more than his wishes require ; but death is the aid (of our 
troubles) that ends with the grave, ^ when .that fate, hath ap- 
peared without nuptial hymn, without lyre, or dance, and 
death to close the scene. Not to have been born at all is su- 
perior to every view of the question ; and this when one may 
have seen the light, to return thence whence he came as quick- 
ly as possible, is far the next best. For when youth comes 
bringing light follies, who wanders without the pale of many 
sorrows ?- what suffering is not there 1 murders, factions, strife, 
battle, and envy : and loathsome old age hath gained the last 
scene — impotent, unsociable, friendless old age, where all ills, 
worst of ills, dwell together. In which state this wretched 
man, not I alone, as some promontory exposed to the north, 
is beaten on all sides by the dashings of the billows in the 
winter storm ; thus also dreadful calamities, bursting like 
waves over his head, ever present beat on him — some indeed 
from the setting of the sun, and some from his rise, and some 
from his midday beam, and some from the cloud-dimmed stars 
of night.3 

Ant. And in truth, hitherward to us, as appears, the 
stranger, O father! unaccompanied, at least, by men, makes 
his way, copiously shedding tears from his eyes.* 

^ I have rendered this difficult passage according to Dindorf s text. 
But Wunder reads ovd Itzl Kopog^ and joins Molpa Igot' 'A'idoc. None of 
the present explanations seem satisfactory, imKovpog is perhaps required 
by what follows, being used in the sense of " levamen." Cf. Silius li. 
185, *' nullo vos invida tan to Armavit Natura bono, quam janua mortis 
(Quod patet) e vita non sequa, exire potestas." — B. 

^ TIf t^(j Tov iroTivfioxOog elvat inTiavTJOij. — Scholiast. 

^ The poet, who through the whole of this chorus has been comfortably 
obscure, works himself up by the end of it into absolute mysticism. It 
seems like an imitation of the worst style of .^schylus, and bears very 
few marks of the correctness and good taste for which Sophocles is usu- 
ally distinguished. — Tr. Some commentators, with the scholiast, under- 
stand vvxtdv dnd 'Vinuv as referring to the Rhipsean Mountains, thereby 
pointing to the northern parts of the heavens. This is somewhat favored 
by the preceding words. But I think it is more natural to take the whole 
passage as referring to the troubles that befall men at different times of 
life.. Cf vs. 1229-37, ^sch. Choeph. 62, rol^ phf kv (fxlei, Td, & h 
fiETatxjLii(f) OKOTov. . . .Tovg 6' uKpavTog ^x^^ '^^^' ^^^ phrase wxl<^v ap- 
pears to denote the weak, uncertain light of the stars struggling through 
the clouds on a dark night. Cf Boeth. de Consol. I. metr. vii. i. : " Nu- 
bibus atris Cofidita nullum Fundere possunt Sidera lumen." — ^B. 

* (idra/cn, not in drops, but in showers. 
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CEd. Who is he? 

Ant. Even whom we formerly conceived in mind ; Polyni- 
ces is here present. 

PoLTNiCES. Woe is me ! what shall I do t Whether, as- 
ters, shall I first weep over my own misfortunes, or those 
that I behpld of this my aged father? whom, on a foreign 
soil, I have found, with you two here, cast out, clothed in such 
a garment, whose loathsome aged filth hath fixed itself on the 
old man, wasting away his body, and on his sightless head 
his uncombed hair streams to the wind; and congenial to 
these, it appears, he has the nourishment for his miserable 
stomach. All which things I, utterly abandoned wretch! 
too late learn ; and I call you to witness that I have come, 
the worst of men, in providing for your support :^ seek not to 
know my state from others. But since over every work is 
Mercy joint assessor to Jove on his throne, let her, O fiather ! 
also taJ^e her stand by thee; for of transgressions there is 
remedy, though no longer recall.^ Why are you silent? 
Speak something, O father ! do not turn away from me. Will 
you not answer any thing to me, but send me away, dis- 
honoring me, without a word, nor telling at what you are 
angry? O daughters of this man, and sisters mine, but do 
you at least attempt to awaken our father's words, difficult to 
gain, and devoid of affability, that he may not thus, at any 
rate, send me away dishonored, at least as suppliant of the 
god, replying not a single word. 

Ant, Say, oh unhappy man ! yourself, in want of what you 
are present; for oft have words, either causing some delight 



' Some give the meaning of this passage thus : " 1 call you to witness 
that, though I am the worst of men, I have now come to provide for your 
support." This is plausible enough ; but what immediately follows, 
TovTo fiTl i^ uXTiCJv irvdyj makes it much more like an acknowledgment 
of guilt. 

^ This is another disputed point. The scholiast, whom I follow, ex- 
plains irpooij^opd as meaning iiravuTuplfig ; Brunck, " exprobatio ;" and 
Musgrave supplies rijv ayCtv after irpoa^opd. Remedia quidem adsunt, 
sed ca admovere non licet. — ^Tr. I think that irpoa^pd can not bear the 
sense assigned to it by the translator, especially as the scholiast's gloss 
belongs to ukt]. Hermann well remarks that Polynices says, "priora 
peccata se velle corrigere, non augere aliis." But to gain this meaning, 
a strong adversative particle seems to be required. Perhaps we should 
read irpoa<ptopiL yilp ovk Iti, or TTpoa^pil <5' ovk ian dtj. — B. 
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or displeasure, or moving somehow to pity, give some speech 
to the silent J 

Pol. But I will speak out [for well you direct me], firat 
making the god himself my ally, from whose altar the king 
of this land raised me up to come hither, granting both to 
speak and to hear with safe departure ; and these boons, O 
strangers, I should wish to gain from you, and from these my 
sisters, and from my father. But for what purpose I have 
come, I now wish, O father, to tell you. I have been driven 
forth an exile from my native soil because I claimed, being 
sprung from elder birth, to sit on thy imperial throne. 
Wherefore, Eteocles, being by birth the younger, drove me 
out of the land ; neither having overcome me by question of 
right, nor having come the trial of hand or deed, but having 
persuaded the city : of which misfortunes I account your im- 
precated vengeance to have been the principal cause; and 
then from prophets also I hear it declared in this way. For 
when I came to Dorio Argos, having gained Adrastus as my 
father-in-law, I procured sworn associates to myself, as many 
as are styled the chiefs of the Apian^ land and are honored 
in war, in order that, having assembled with these an expe- 
dition, led by seven spears, against Thebes, I might either 
rightfully fall,^ or drive forth from the land those who 
wrought these deeds. So far, so good. Why in truth do I 
now chance to have come ? To thee, O father, bringing sup- 
pliant prayers myself both for myself and for my allies, who 
now with seven squadrons, and with seven spears, encircle 
all the plain of Thebe ; such as is Amphiaraus, brandishing 
bis spear, holding the first place in war, and the first in the 



* I can not help thinking that tlvu is a botch to the verse, and that we 
should read irapeax^ <j>cjv^v rolg u^cjviJTOig Trapof , " to those before 
silent."— B. 

' Apia was the old name of the Peloponnesus. The origin of it is given, 
though with no great probability, in the Supplices of .^schylus, 268. 

^ Musgrave takes navdiKog along with dyeipag; and Benedict with 
kKpdXoifiL. There is no great occasion for forcing it so violently out of 
its natural place. Polynices means to say that if he fell in attempting to 
regain his own, he would fall at least in a rightful cause. — ^Tr. W^in- 
der would interpret irav^lKcog, " radicitus funditus," after Doederlin, which 
seems the idea of a grammarian rather than a poet. I prefer keeping 
the chivalric sense of iravdcKCJCi although I will spare my reader certain 
quotations from " King Arthur" and the " Fairy Queen." — B. 
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paths of birds ; and the second is an ^tolian, Tydcus, son 
of -^kieus ; and the third is Eteocles, by birth an Argive ; a 
fourth, Hippomedon, his father Talaus hath sent ; the fifth, 
Capaneus, boasts that he will quickly in flames lay level with 
the ground the city of Thebe ; and sixth, the Arcadian Par- 
thenopseus rushes on, bearing the name of his mother, in for- 
mer time long a virgin, sprung from her throes, the doughty 
son of Atalanta ; and I, thy son ; if not thy son, but sprung 
from evil doom, yet thine at least by name, do lead the fear- 
less host of Argos against Thebes : who all in supplication im- 
plore thee, O father, by these thy children, and by thy life, to 
mitigate thy heavy wrath against me proceeding to the pun- 
ishment of my brother, who drove me out, and robbed me 
of my country. For if there be any faith in oracles, with 
whomsoever you may join, to these the god declared that the 
victory would be. Now, by our native fountains and out 
kindred gods,^ I implore you to obey me, and to yield from 
your purpose, since we are poor and strangers, and you a 
stranger; and you and I live paying court to others, having 
gained by lot the same fortime. But he at home a king, un- 
happy me I laughing in common at us, pampers himself up : 
whom, if you accord with my inclinations, I will overthrow 
with slight trouble and time ; so that, bringing you, I shall 
place you in your palace, and place myself there, driving out 
him by force. And this, if you assent to my wish, it is al- 
lowed me to boast ; but without you, I am not even able to 
be saved. 

Ch. Having said, oh CEdipus ! to this man, for the sake of 
him that sent him, what is expedients, again send him back. 

CEd. But if indeed, ye men, Theseus, the ruler of the 
people of this land, had not chanced to send him hither to 
me, claiming that he should hear my words, he had never at 
any time heard my voice ! but now he shall depart gifted with 
that honor, and having heard too from me such things as 
will never cheer his life. You indeed, oh basest of men! 
who having the sceptre and the throne which your brother 
now sways in Thebes, yourself drove away this your own 
father, and forced him to be an exile from the city, and to 

* Nothing can be more beautiful and impressive than this appeal : even 
the old muddled scholiast is affected by it : nadrfTiKW iari rh irpdc fro- 
Tp^v Kptjvuv dpKoiJVf (if el i<fnj irpbg tQv iKdp&fffdvTuv ae iddruv. 

E 
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wear these garments, which you now beholding, weep, when 
you chance to have come into the same trouble of sorrows 
with me. But these things are not to be wept by me, but to 
be endured while I live, bearing remembrance of you, a 
murderer.^ For you have made me fellow with this toil, you 
have driven me out, and by your work I wandering beg from 
others my daily subsistence. And if I had not begotten 
these as nurses to myself, these daughters, assuredly 1 had 
been no more, for thy part ; but now these preserve me, these 
my nurses, these men, not women, to assist in toil. Ye have 
been bom from some other, and not from me. Wherefore 
the divinity beholds you, not at all just now, as if shortly,^ 
indeed these squadrons are moved against the city of Thebe. 
For it can not be that thou shouldst overthrow that city, but 
first thou shalt fall defiled with blood, and your brother 
equally. Such curses formerly did I emit against you,^ and 
now I again invoke them to come allies to me, in order that 
ye may think it fit to reverence parents, and may not treat 
them with dishonor, if such ye twain have sprung from a blind 
father ; for these virgins did not thus. Wherefore the curses 
shall possess your seat and your throne, if Justice, famed of 
old, jointly preside with Jove over his ancient laws. But do 
you go to ruin, both spumed and disowned by me, basest of 
the base, taking with you these curses, which on you I in- 
voke, never to gain possession of your native land by the 
spear, and never to return to hollow Argos, but to die by a 
brother's hand, to slay him by whom you were driven out. 
Such curses I imprecate, and I invoke the murky parent 
gloom of Tartarus to receive you in its mansions:* and I 

* Polyniccs ab CEdipo videtur consulto ^ovevg appellari, ut lequali se 
calamitate a filiis suis adfici indicaret, qua ipse ignarus Laium patrem 
suum e vita sustulerit. — Benedict. 

2 That is, ** Fortune will then frown upon you." 

^ The scholiast gives rather a quizzical account of these former curses 
of CEdipus. His sons had been in the practice, when they sacrificed, of 
sending him a shoulder, but on one occasion they disappointed the old 
gentleman of his favorite part, and only sent him a thigh. He was so 
enraged at them for i\ie\r joint neglect, that he uttered those curses which 
entailed ruin and death on their heads. 

* There is nothing, even in the curses of Lear, more strong and horri- 
bic than this. The expressions on the occasion of the thigh are not 
handed down to us ; but it is to be hoped that they were not quite sc 
bitter as this second and improved edition. 
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invoke these goddesses, and I invoke Mars, who has inspired 
you with this dire hatred. And having heard these words, 
depart, and going, announce both to all the people of Cadmus, 
and at the same time to your faithful allies, that Qi^dipus has 
awarded such gifts to his children. 

Ch. Polynices, I do not congratulate you on the way you 
have passed ; and now go back again with all speed. 

Pol. Woe is me for my journey, and for my ill success! 
and woe is me for my associates ! For what an issue of our 
expedition then have we set out from Argos? Oh, unhappy 
me ! such a one as it is neither allowed me to tell to any of 
my associates, nor to turn them back, but remaining silent, 
to encounter this fate. Oh sisters! sprung from the same 
blood with me, but ye, since ye hear our father imprecating 
these harsh curses, do not ye at least, by the gods, if the 
curses of this my father be accomplished, and ye have any 
return to your home, do not ye at least, by the gods, treat 
me with dishonor, but lay me in the tomb, and with funeral 
rites. And praise, which you now carry off from this man 
for the things in which ye labor, you will gain another no 
less from your ministry to me. 

Ant. Polynices, I beseech you in something to obey me. 

Pol. In what sort of thing, dearest Antigone ^ Say. 

Ant. Turn back, as quickly as possible at least, your arma- 
ment to Argos, and do not destroy both yourself and the city. 

Pol. But it is not possible. For how could I again lead 
the same army, having once trembled V 

Ant. And what need is there, O youth, again to give way 
to your anger ? What gain results to you, having overthrown 
your native country? 

Pol. It is base to fly, and that I, the elder, should thus be 
laughed at by my brother. 

Ant. Do you see, then, how you directly bear to fulfillment 
his oracles, who predicts to you death by each other's hands 1 

Pol. Yes, he wills it so,^ but we must not yield. 

Ant. Woe is me, unhappy woman ! But who will dare to 
follow you, hearing the prophecies of this man, such as he 
has delivered ? 

1 See Wunder.— B. 

^ So Hermann, more forcibly than according to the ordinary interpret- 
ation : " he predicts it." The predictions were already known. — B. 
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Pol. We will not announce what is bad, since it is the part 
of a good general to speak of success, not failure. 

Ant. Thus then, O youth, are these things decreed by you. 

Pol. Yes, and do not indeed restrain me. But to me this 
expedition will be a care, though consigned to misfortune and 
ruin by my father and his Furies. And to you may Jove 
grant a propitious way, if ye perform these things to me in 
death ; since to me in hfe, at least, you will not again have 
it in your power. And now let me go, and fare ye well, for 
ye never will more behold me alive. ^ 

Ant. O unhappy me ! 

Pol. Do not mourn for me. 

Ant. And who, O brother! would not groan over you, 
rushing to evident destruction 1 

Pol. If it be fated I shall die. 

Ant. Do not you, sure you will not, but be persuaded by 
me.2 

Pol. Do not persuade me what is not fitting. 

Ant. Unhappy then am I, if I be deprived of you. 

Pol. These things rest with the divinity, to take place in 
this way or that way. But I pray the gods that ye may 
never meet with evils, for ye are in aU respects unworthy to 
be unfortunate. 

Ch. These new evils have come anew upon me, new evils 
of heavy fate from the sightless stranger, unless fate be coming 
somewhere^ — for I can not say that any decree of the gods is 
in vain. Time regards, ever regards these things,* sometimes 

* It would appear from this expression that Antigone, in the agony of 
sisterly love, had thrown her arms around her ill-fated brother, and en- 
deavored thus to restrain him, when her tears and her prayers were of no 
avail. The whole scene is exquisitely tender and beautiful, and presents 
a fine contrast to the unnatural sentiments and stem curses which CEdipus 
had just before uttered. 

^ Such is the only way in which the force of the ye, in this place, can 
properly be given. 

^ I have translated this phrase el ri fiolpa fi^ Kiyxdvei as an abrupta 
oratio. The Chorus, alarmed by the lowering sky, and inspired with 
some uncertain presage, speak of impending evil, yet scarce knowing 
whether that fate awaits them or their hapless guest. I think that an 
accusative is omitted out of a dread of mentioning the death of CEdipus 
clearly. This view of the presage is confirmed by the following verses. 
See, however, Hermann, who, with the scholiast, plainly refers it to fate 
overtaking CEdipus. — B. 

* There is much difticulty in these lines, especially in kizet, which can 
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adverse, yet again uplifting them each day. The firmament 
hath thundered, O Jove ! 

ffiD. O children ! children ! how, if there be here any 
dweller in the place, would he send hither the all-excellent 
Theseus?! 

Ant. But what, father, is the plea upon which you summon 
him? 

GEd. This winged thunder of Jove will straightway bear me 
to the shades ; but send with all speed. 

Ch. Behold a mighty unspeakable peal, sent by Jove, is 
crashing along. Terror hath crept along the summits of the 
hairs of my head. I crouch in spirit, for the lightning of 
heaven is again blazing. What issue indeed will it produce? 
But I fear ; for never does it rush from heaven vainly or with- 
out consequences. O mighty firmament 1 O Jove ! 

OEd. Oh my children, the predicted end of life hath come to 
me, and there is no longer escape from it. 

Ant. How do you know it? by what do you conjecture it?^ 

CEd. I know it well ; but let some one, going as quickly as 
possible, send hither to me the king of the land. 

Ch. Oh! oh! Behold how terribly again the piercing' 
roar rolls around us. Be merciful, oh divinity, be merciful, if 
you chance to bear some dark doom to my mother earth : and 
may I meet with a man propitious ; nor having seen an ac- 
cursed one,'* may I anyhow reap a bootless favor. King Jove, 
to thee I speak. 

scarcely stand for (jc, as Wunder supposes. I think that it must be cor- 
rupt, and that some word equivalent to 1(7^ 6re or dirov has dropped out 
in its stead. As it is, I have chiejfly followed Hermann. — B. 

^ CEdipus immediately perceives that his hour is come. Early in the 
play he mentions that he expected such a sign : 

^rifieta & y^eLv tcjv6* i/iol waprjyyva, 
'H aeiafibv, ij Ppovrrjv tlv* ij Aibg aeXag, 

This circumstance is in itself productive of a sublime and almost appal- 
ling sensation ; and the play proceeds from this point to the catastrophe 
in a strain of unequaled grandeur and effect. 

^ Pindar, Nem. xi. 43, avfifiaXelv "kiav evfiapeg. Nicolaus Damasc. 
M.S. fol. 3, avfi^uXkei t^v tov dvetpov (p^[jLr)v. — B. 

^ AiairpvaioCj "penetrans ;" by which may either be expressed the re- 
verberation of sound through the sky, or the Chorus may meem that the 
thunder thrills, if we may so say, through them. 

* Since u2.aaT0Q is akin to dXaarupf and we meet with warph^ Ifi^rov 
'kXaarov al/xa in vs. 1671, it is strange that the translator should havo 
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Gi^D. Is the man near? Will he yet, my children, find me 
alive, and possessed of my senses ? 

Ant. And what secret trust would you wish to commit to 
his breast ? 

CEd. In return for the favors I have received, to give him 
the consummation of the favor I promised. 

Ch. Ho, ho, my son ! come, come, if at the extremity of 
the beach you are consecrating the sacrificial altar to Neptune, 
god of the sea, come ; for the stranger deems it right to return 
to you, and to the city, and to his friends the just favors he has 
received. Hasten, rush, oh king ! 

Th. What common uproar again resounds from you, clearly 
proceeding fi:om yourselves, and distinctly from the stranger I 
Has some bolt of Jove, or shower of hail burst upon you ? for 
one may conjecture every thing of this kind, when the god 
raises the storm. 

CEd. Oh king ! you have appeared to me vdshing, and some 
god gave you the happy fortune of this coming. 

Th. But what new thing, O son of Laius, has again arisen? 

QEd. This is the crisis of life to me,^ and I wish to die with- 
out deceiving yoil and this city in what I promised. 

Th. On what certain sign of death do you depend 1 

CEd. The gods, themselves their heralds, announce it to me, 
being false to none of the previously-concerted signs. 

Th. How sayest thou, old man, that these things are un- 
folded? 

G^]d. The frequent continuous thunderings, and the many 
bolts flashing from the hand invincible. 

Th. You persuade me, for I see you predicting many things, 
and these not of false report ; and tell me what it is fitting 
to do. 

rendered it " not to be forgotten ; for the sentiment, by which those 
who held communion with the impious were supposed to suffer the 
penalty of their crimes, was very common. Cf Hesiod, ipy. 238, 
noXXuKi Kot ^vfiTzaaa iroXtg kokov dvSpbg uTajvpa, 'Oartg uXirpaivei Kal 
uTuaddXfL fiijxavuaTaL. Tolaiv 6' ovpavodev fiey' eTrijyaye nyfia Kpoviuv 
Atfibv Sfiov Kal ?iOifi6v, uTTotpdivvdovai 6e "kaoi. Ovdi yvvaiKeg TiKTOvaiVf 
fj.ivv6ovaL Si oiKOL. Babrias, Fab. 117, kvbg yap daepovg ifiPefSijKOTog 
n?iOL(f)j HoTiTio'vg avv avT(^ fijjSiv airiovg dviqaKeiv. See Comm. on Hor. 
Od. iii. 2. 

^ Or, ** My life is verging to its close." The meaning of /5o7nJ is taken 
from the turn of the balance. 
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QCd. I will teach you, O son of j^gcuJS things which, 
uninjured by age, shall be stored up to this city. I myself, 
untouched by a guide, will straightway point out the spot 
where it behooves me to die. This never tell to any mortal, 
neither where it is concealed, nor in what place it lies, since 
it will ever provide you a defense against your neighbo^^ 
superior to many shields and to foreign spears. But the 
things that are sacred and are not uttered in words, you 
yourself shall learn when you come there alone ; since neither 
would I declare them to any one of these citizens, nor to my 
children, though I love them. But do you yourself always 
preserve them, and when you come to the end of life, reveal 
them to the foremost in power alone, and let him ever show 
them to his successor; and thus you will inhabit this city 
unhurt by the men that sprung from the dragon's teeth.^ 
But numberless cities, even though one rule them well, easily 
give way to insolence; for the gods full well, though late, 
pay regard when any one, despising holy things, may betake 
liimself to phrensy ; which do you, O son of .^igeus, be un- 
willing to suffer. I instruct, however, one who knows such 
things. But let us now go to the spot, for a present impulse 
from the god urges me on, nor yet let us feel awed. Oh, my 
daughters, this way follow me, for I in turn have appeared a 
new guide to you, as ye were to your father. Go, and do 
not touch me, but suffer me myself to find out the sacred 
tomb where it is fated for me to be ensepulchrcd beneath 
this soil. This way, hither, this way advance, for this way 
there is leading me on Hermes the conductor,^ and she, the 
goddess of the shades.^ O light, rayless to me, formerly 
somewhere, once on a time thou wert mine, and now, for 
the last time, my body touches thee ; for now I go to conceal 
the close of my life in the shades. But, O dearest of friends I 
may both you, and this land, and your servants,* be blessed 
of heaven, and in your success remember my death, ever 
prospering. 

Cn. If it be lawful for me to worship with prayers the 

* A desi^ation of the Thebans, derived from their fabulous origin. 
^ That is, the conductor of the dead. 

^ Proserpine. 

* The Athenian people. 
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unseen goddess,^ and thee, Pluto, Pluto, king of those who 
dwell in night, I beseech you that neither with pain, nor 
in a painful death of bitter suffering, the stranger accomplish 
his way to the plain of the dead below the earth that incloses 
all mortals, and to the Stygian mansions. For many suffer- 
ings, and those undeservedly, having come upon you,^ may 
the just divinity again exalt you. O ye goddesses below the 
earth, and form of the invincible monster, who, they say, has 
his lair by the well-polished gates,^ and whom fame ever 
reports to growl from his den, the unconquerable guardian of 
Orcus .... whom, O son of Earth and Tartarus, I implore 
gently to meet the stranger advancing to the infernal plains 
of the dead ; thee I invoke, thee, who never slumberest. 

Messengeu. Ye citizens, I may in very brief words express 
to you that QCdipus is dead : but what was done, neither is 
there language to relate shortly, nor the circumstances^ as 
many as took place there.* 

Cu. For has the wretched man perished I 

Mess. Be assured that he has forever bid farewell to life. 

Cii. How 1 Did the unhappy man die by a doom sent from 
heaven, and void of pain *? 

Mess. This already is fit even to excite astonishment. For 
how indeed he went hence, you too, being somewhere present, 
know, no one of his friends acting as guide, but he himself lead- 
ing the way to us all. But when he came to the threshold 
of the steep descent, firm-rooted in earth with brazen steps, 
he stood in one of the many-dividing ways near the hollow 
caves, where lie the ever faithful pledges of Theseus and Piri- 

^ " Cur deos infernos adoraturus veniam quasi prsfator ? An quod 
Pluto Ktjded TE arovaxdg t' iXaxe (ut ait Stesichorus) non pieces 1" — ^Mu&< 
grave. 

^ Murav. Having come vainly, because there was no occasion fa.* 
them by prior guilt. 

^ The gates of the infernal regions appear to bo called well-polished, or, 
more literally, polished by many, from the crowds that constantly made 
their entrance. We have something similar in Lucretius : 

" ^tum, portas propter, ahena 

Signa manus dextras obtendunt adtenuari 

Saepe salutantum tactu, prseterque meantum." — Lib. I. 817. — ^Tr. 

Wunder reads TroXv^ivotc from Musgrave's conjecture. — B. 

* If so very much took place during the time that the Chorus was sing- 
inor this stave, we are afraid that one of the unities, to which the Greeks 
paid such attention, must have been not a little violated 
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thous.^ Standing between which place, and the Thoridan 
rock, and the hollow thorn and the sepulchre of stone, he sat 
him down. Then he loosed his squalid garments ; and next, 
having called on his daughters, he ordered them from some 
place to bring water for the bath, and libations from the run- 
ning stream. And thej, going to the conspicuous hill of the 
verdant Ceres, performed in a short time these injunctions to 
their father ; and with lavcrs and with robes they decked him 
out in the way that is rituaL And when he had satisftiction 
in eveiy thing being done, and there was nothing any longer 
undone of what he desired, Jove indeed thundered beneath the 
earth, and the virgins were frozen with horror as they heard 
it ; and falling on the knees of their father, they wept, nor did 
they cease from beatings of the breast and lengthened groans. 
But he, as. he suddenly heard their bitter cries, folding his 
hands over them, said, " O children, there is no longer to you 
this day a father ; for all that was mine has perished, and you 
no longer shall have the difficult toil of supporting me : griev- 
ous it was, I know, my daughters; but yet one word does 
away with all these troubles ; for you enjoyed love from no 
one more than from me, of whom deprived, you will now 
spend the remainder of your life." Thus clinging to one 
another, they |dl, with sobs, wept. But when they came to 
the end of their wailings, and no cry arose, silence indeed 
prevailed ; but the voice of some one on a sudden loudly call- 
ed him, so that all, trembling with terror, instantly raised up- 
right their hairs ; for the god oft in various ways summons 
liim ; " Ho you ! ho you CEdipus ! why linger we to depart T 
Long since there is delay on your part." But he, when he 
perceived he was summoned by the god, calls on Theseus, the 
king of the land, to come to him ; and when he came, said, 
" O beloved friend, pledge to my children the former faith of 

^ Theseus had made a solemn league of friendship Vfiih Pirithous on 
this spot, and agreed to accompany him to the lower regions to assist him 
in recovering Proserpine, the object of his passionate love, from the 
clutches of Pluto. The love and the friendship were alike ill-starred. 
Theseus v^as separated from his heroic companion by an earthquake, and 
with difficulty regained the light ; but Pirithous was detained, and con- 
demned to eternal darkness and chains. 

" amatorem trecents 

Pirithoum cohibent eaten®." — Horace. 

E2 
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your right hand ;^ and ye, my daughters, to him ; and solemn- 
ly ratify that you will never willingly betray them, but will 
always perform whatsoever you conceive advantageous to 
them." And he, like a noble man without lamentations, prom- 
ised an oath to perform these things to the stranger. And 
when he had done this, CEdipus, touching with unseeing hands 
his children, says, "Oh children twain, it is necessary that, 
supporting generous resolutions in your minds, you should 
depart from these places, nor claim to see what is not lawful 
to see, nor to hear those speaking such things.^ But depart 
as quickly as possible, only let king Theseus be present to 
learn what is done." So much we all heard him utter, and 
groaning with abundant tears, we departed along with the 
virgins ; and when we had gone away, turning in a short time, 
we saw the man no longer, indeed, any where present, but the 
king himself, holding his hand over his brow to shade his 
eyes, as if some horrible sight of fear had been disclosed, nor 
what was endurable to look upon.^ A little afterward, and 
in no long time, we see him paying adoration to earth and to 
Olympus, seat of the gods, in the same prayer. But Theseus : 
for neither did any bolt of the god, winged with lightning, 
destroy him, nor tempest raised from ocean at that moment ; 
but it was either some messenger from the gpds, or sunless 
gap^ of the shades beneath the earth, mercifully opening to re- 
ceive him ; for the man is not to be lamented, nor was he dis- 
missed from life wretched with disease, but, if any other of 
mortals, worthy of admiration. And if I seem to speak not 
being in my senses, I would not yield to those to whom I ap- 
peared deprived of sense. 

Ch. But where are his children and the friends who con- 
ducted them ? 

Mess. They are not far off, for the sounds of mourning not 

* " The faith which I have already tried and proved in your protection 
of me." 

^ We are afraid this would operate with most women as a strong in- 
ducement to disregard the advice. 

^ The picture to the eye is here admirable, and affords one of the best 
examples of the author's graphic power. The whole of the description, 
indeed, is at once interesting and sublime, and has obtained. peculiar 
praises from the highest critical source — the pen of Longinus. 

* So Wunder, from the Scholia, for dTivirtfTov. — B. 
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indistinct signify to us that they are approaching hither- 
ward. 

Ant. Woe, woe! alas! 'tis not for us hapless^ to mourn 
in this, or that respect, the accursed kindred blood of our fa- 
ther, for whom we firmly bore many toils in many places, but 
in this last shall endure incalculable calamitiee, seeing and suf- 
fering them. 

Ch. Whatisitt 

Ant. Yc may. conceive it, my friends. 

Ch. Is he gone ? 

Ant. Yes, as you would feel most desirous he should. For 
why? whom neither Mars nor ocean met, but the unseen 
plains, bearing him with them, swallowed in a certain myste- 
rious fate. Unhappy woman that I am ! for to us has the 
night of destruction come over our eyes ; for how, wandering 
either to some foreign land, or over the billows of the deep, 
shall we gain life's hard-earned subsistence ? 

Ism. I know not. May bloody Pluto bear me down, to die 
mihappy along with my aged father ; since to me at least, the 
life to come is not worth living for. 

Ch. Oh ye twain, best of children, it is fit to bear that well 
which comes from God, nor do ye too much inflame your 
grief: your4ot is not to be found fault with. 

Ant. There was 4hen some desire even of miseries; for 
that which is by no means pleasant, was pleasant when, at 
least, I held him in my arms. Oh father! oh dear father! 
oh thou who art enveloped forever in darkness beneath the 
earth, neither in your old age were you ever unbeloved by me, 
nor shall be. 

Ch. He has fared — 

* The scholiast has here very rashly ventured on a piece of criticism. 
His words are rd k<pe^g tov dpufiaro^ oix Iotlv ebKarcuftpovrfTa. We 
differ with him toto coelo. The play ought to have ended with the speech 
of the messenger, and to have closed, as the interest closes, with the sub- 
lime catastrophe there so magnificently described. The whinings of the 
girls afler this could not fail to appear feeble ; and to complete this nat- 
ural disadvantage under which they labor, the poet has contrived to render 
them most intolerably stupid. Some, however, may be of the pathetic 
scholiast's opinion ; and to them we willingly make a present of al, aly 
0ev, <f>eVf and Co. — Tr. There is the same anti-climax, or rather tedious 
" tag,'* to the PersjB of iEschylus, and the King Henry the Eighth of 
Shakespeare. But the Greeks, as well as the modern dramatists, often 
fell victims to *' legitimate" five-act measure. — B. 
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Ant. He has fared as he wished. 

Ch. And how ? 

Ant. As he desired, he has died in a foreign land, and he 
has an ever-shaded bed beneath the earth, nor has he left 
mourning without tears ; forever, oh father, this my weep- 
ing eye laments you, nor know I how it is possible for me, 
wretched, to banish such great affliction. Alas! you ought not 
to have died in a foreign land, ]3ut thus you have died deserted 
by me. 

IsM. O unhappy me ! what desolate, distressing fate again 
awaits me and thee, dear sister, thus bereft of a father ! 

Ch. But since he has happily at least, dear virgins, closed 
the term of life, cease ftom th^ sorrow, for no one is a difficult 
prey to misfortune. 

Ant. Let us haste, loved sister, back. 

Ism. That we may do what t 

Ant. a desire possesses me — 

IsM. What? 

Ant. To see the sepulchral home— 

Ism. Of whom? 

Ant. Of our father. Oh, unhappy me I 

IsM. But how is this lawful ? Do you not se&— 

Ant. Why do you reprove this? 

IsM. And this, how — ^ 

Ant. Why this so much again—* 

IsM. He has fallen unburied, and apart from every one. 

Ant. Conduct me, and then slay me. 

IsM. Woe, woe is me, unhappy ! Where, in truth, hence« 
forth shall I, thus desolate and in want, endure my wretched 
existence ? 

Cii. Dear maids, fear nothing. 

Ant. But where shall I fly I 

Cii. Even before there has escaped — 

Ant. From what t 

Ch. Your state from falling into misery. 

Ant. I think — 

Ch. What, in truth, do you over wisely think. 

Ant. I know not how we shall return home. 

Ch. Do not, then, inquire into it. 

^ The meaning of these two or three speeches is obviously destroyed by 
corruption, or rather mutilation, of the text 
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Ant. Trouble possesses me. 

Ch. And formerly did. 

Ant. At one time indeed it advances farther, and at anoth- 
er passes all bounds. 

Ch. Ye have then obtained for your lot a vast sea [of 
troubles]. 

Ant. Yea, yea.^ 

Ch. I too assent to it. 

Ant. Alas ! alas ! where shall we go, O Jove t for to what 
hope does the god now, at least, incite us ? 

Theseus. Cease, virgins, from your dirges, for in those 
cases where joy at least is stored up beneath the earth, we 
ought not to mourn ; for there would be indignation of heaven. 

Ant. O, son of JEgeus ! we fall down before thee. 

Th. To grant what boon, ye maids 1 

Ant. We wish with our own eyes to behold the tomb of 
our father. 

Th. But it is not lawful. 

Ant. How sayest thou, king, ruler of Athens'? 

Th. He forbade me, virgins, that any one of mortals should 
approach those places, or address the sacred sepulchre which 
he tenants ; and he said, if I did this, that I should always 
gloriously possess this land uninjured. These words of ours, 
therefore, Jove heard, and he that hears every thing, the oath 
of Jove. 

Ant. If these things are agreeable to him, they will suffice 
to us ; but send us to Ogygian Thebes, if we may in any way 
prevent the slaughter coming on our brothers. 

Th. I will do this, and every thing at least which I am 
about to perform advantageous to you, and gratifying to him 
below the earth, who is just gone ; for it does not befit me to 
weary in this task. 

Ch. But cease, nor any longer awake the voice of sorrow ,- 
for these things completely have ratification* 

* These two lines are omitted by Bind, and Wunder. — B. 
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Orestks, in company with his tutor and Pylades, comes to Argos, and, 
having deceived ^gisthus and Clytemnestra with the report that he 
had been killed by falling from his chariot in the Olympic games, he 
reveals his being yet alive to his sister, who had bewailed him as dead, 
and slays the two murderers, while vainly exulting in his own supposed 
end. — B. 
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Attendant. 
Orestes. 
Electra. 
Chorus. 



Chrtsothehis. 
Clytemnestra. 

^GISTHUS. 



Attendant. O son of Agamemnon, who once commanded 
the army at Troy,^ now mayest thou here present behold those 
things for which thou wert ever eagerly longing ; for this is 
the ancient Argos,^ which thou didst desire, the grove of the 

^ This play was translated into Latin by Attilius. Cic. de Fin. I. c. ii. 
^5. ^*A quibus tantum dissentiOf ut^ quum Sophocles vcl opHme scripserit 
Electranif tamen male conversant AttUii legendam putem ; de quo Licinius, 
ferreum scriptorem ; verum^ opinor, scriptorem tamen, ut legendus sit.^* 
See Bentley on Tus. Qusst. p. 56. Hermann. 

' Euripides twitted Sophocles with this line as superfluous, who re- 
torted with the same objection on the two first lines of the Phcenisss. — 
Sch. ad Phcen. Hermann thinks either exordium would be the worse for 
the omission. 

^ Argos is here applied to the country by Brunck ; but according to 
the Museum Criticum, No. I., " The cities of Argos and Mycens, being 
almost contiguous, went by the general name of Argos, as the cities of 
London and Westminster are known by the common denomination of 
London." If the ancient reading, rd ydp^ be revived, and the colon after 
ovTTodELg removed, take uT^aog in apposition with Argos. Brunck's read- 
ing injures the metre. Hermann quotes Euripides to defend Sophocles* 
boldness ; Ivuxov (>oai : he considered Argos used loosely to denominate 
the whole country and its divisions alike. 
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phrensy-stricken daughter of Inachus,^ and this, Orestes, the 
Lycsean forum of the wolf-shijing god ; but this on the left, 
the renowned temple of Juno ; and for the place whither we 
are arrived, assure thyself thou seest the aU-opulent Mycenas : 
and this the habitation of the Pelopidse teeming with murders, 
whence I formerly, having received thee from thine own sister, 
bore and rescued thee from thy father s bloody fate, and nour- 
ished thee thus far onward in thy youth, as an avenger of his 
murder to thy sire. Now therefore, Orestes, and thou, Pyla- 
des,^ dearest of foreign friends, what it is needful to do we must 
quickly consider, since already the brilliant light of the sun 
wak^s dear the morning carols of the birds, and the dark night 
has gone from heaven.^ Ere, therefore, any of the inhabitants 
walk forth frt)m his dwelling, we must confer in counsel, fidnce 
we are come to that point where there is no longer any season 
for delay, but the crisis for action. 

Orestes. O most beloved of serving-men, what evident 
proofs showest thou that thou art good toward us ; for even 
as a generous horse, although he be aged, in danger has not 
lost his spirit, but pricks his ears upright, even so thou both 
urgest us forward and art among the first to follow us. 
Wherefore my determination will I unfold; and do thou, 
lending an alert attention to my words, if in aught I miss <^ 
what is fitting, set me right. For when I came a suppliant 
to the Pythian oracle, that I might learn in what way I ^ould 
exact justice for my father from his murderers, Phoebus gave 
me an answer, such as thou presently shalt hear: "That in 
person, alike unfurnished with armor and with martial host, 

* To, whose story is told in the Prometheus of iEschylus, from which 
play the word olaTpoirXij^ is borrowed. The temple of Juno was, accord- 
ing to Strabo, fifleen stadcs to the left of the town : she was the patron- 
ess of Argos. 

' Pylsules was the son of Strophius, a Phocian prince, by a sister of 
Agamemnon, and being educated with his cousin Orestes, formed with 
him a friendship that has become proverbial. 

^ Commentators disagree on the interpretation of this place. The 
scholiast suggests two constructions, an antiptosis, fieXaiv^c wKrbc rd 
uarpa iKXiXoiwevy which has been followed by Brunck, and ixXiTioiwe 
Tuv uoTpcjv fj fieXaiva ev<j>p6vij. Musgrave translates kK^Duomtv ex- 
cessitf understanding uarpa to mean the whole heavens, as Virgil, JEsl 
III. 667 : 

" Ter spumam elisam et rorantia vidimus astra." 

And this last is approved of by Monk in the Museum Griticiim. 



112 ^ ELECTRA. [36—63 

by craft I should steal the lawful slaughter of mine hand." 
Since, then, we have heard such an oracle as this, do thou 
entering, when opportunity shall introduce thee, into this 
house, learn all that there is doing, that being informed thou 
mayest tell us sure tidings. For fear not that with both thine 
own age and the long lapse of time they shall recognize thee, 
or even suspect thee thus tricked out.^ But make use of some 
such tale as this, that thou art a Phocian,^ stranger, coming 
from Phanoteus, since he is the chiefest of the foreign allies 
they have. But announce, adding an oath,^ that Orestes is 
dead by a violent death, having been tumbled from a wheeled 
chariot-car at the Pythian games. So let thy story stand. 
But we having, as he enjoined, first crowned my father's sep- 
ulchre with libations and locks cropped from my head, will 
then come back again, bearing in our hands a brazen-sided 
vessel, which thou also knowest is somewhere hidden among 
the brushwood, that cheating them with words we may bring 
them pleasant tidings, how that my body is perished, already 
consumed by fire and reduced to ashes. For what does this 
pain me, when, dead in words, in deeds I shall be safe, and 
bear away renown ? I indeed think no expression ill-omened 
which gain attends :* for already have I frequently seen the 
wise also in story falsely dying ;^ then afterward, when they 

* Musgrave objects to this meaning of the word ifvOcafievov^ and also 
to the scholiast's idea : he proposes himself to render it " canis capillis 
variegatumy uvdog is certainly applied to the hair. Suidas and Mos- 
chopulus are against him. 

* ^uKeog Trap' avdphg ^avoreoc is Blomfield's reading. Mus. Crit. 

^OKEVg. — H. 

^ The objection of Camerarius, that Orestes should not be made to 
advise perjury, has given Musgrave great trouble ; and proposes for 
opKCf) to read oyKcj. But it is too true that Orestes, by his own admis- 
sions just after, could make, like Ulysses, his ov^rn principles and those 
of others equally subservient to his interest without much remorse* Fop 
the suppressed word uyyeTiiaVf see Bninck's note. 

* Thus Menelaus in Euripides : 

KOKdc fi^v bpvig' el 6^ KEpdavQ ^tyov 
iTOifiog el/j.Cf fi/j Oavdvj XoyCf) Oavelv. 

* This alludes to Pythagoras, who feigned himself dead to acquire the 
reputation of prophetic skill. Zamolxis and Aristeus of Proconnesus, 
author of the Arimaspians, have similar stories told of them by Herodo- 
tus, B. IV. Hermann wonders at the commentators for their illustra- 
tions here, understanding the poet to allude to such distinguished men 
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shall again have returned home, they have been the more hon- 
ored. As I presume that I also, coming to life subsequently to 
this report, shall yet blaze forth, as a star, to my foes. Hut 
O land of my forefathers, and ye its gods indigenous, welcome 
me as prosperous in this my journey ; and thou too, O abode 
of my ancestors, for, urged by an impulse from heaven, I come 
to purge thee by my just revenge: then dismiss me not in dis- 
honor from this my country, but [make me] master of my 
wealth and the restorer of my house. ^ This now I have said, 
but, old man, be it at once thy care, having gone, to execute 
with caution thy duty, but we will go forth, for it is the season ; 
which indeed is to mankind the greatest arbiter of every act.^ 

Electra. Alas ! ah me unhappy ! 

At. In sooth methought I heard from the door some female 
servant inside heaving a suppresed sigh, my son. 

Or. Can it be the hapless Electra? wilt thou tarry here and 
listen to her cries *? 

At. By no means. Let us attempt to execute nothing prior 
to the commands of Loxias,^ and from these to commence our 
course, pouring out the libations to thy father, for this brings 
us both victory and strength in action. 

Eu O holy light, and air that sharest equal space with 
earth, how many a strain of mournful dirges, how many a blow 
against my bleeding breast hast thou witnessed for me, when 
murky night shall have retired !* But for my livelong nights — 
the hateful couches of this house of woes are conscious : how 

generally as, being at one time in disgrace with and banishment from 
their country, were afterward held in greater repute than ever. 

^ This may be given better thus, perhaps : " And make me not a dis- 
honored outcast from my country, but a master," etc. 

« Thus in Philoctetes, v. 837 : 

Kaipog roL ttuvtcjv yvdfiav laxitiv 
TToPt-t) rcapa izoda Kpdrog upwrau. 

* " The epithet * Loxian,' so constantly used by the Greek poets, is in- 
terpreted by the scholia in two ways, either as referring to the oblique 
direction of his voice (i. e., the ambiguity of his oracles), or as belonging 
to him from the oblique path of the sun through the ecliptic." Oxf 
Translation of Aristophanes. 

* 'TiroTieKpOyj Schol. irapeW-^, Brunck rccessit. Musgrave says, " vtto- 
TislireLVy quod pro dcjicere^ minui positum citat Budseus ex Aristotele, me- 
lius omnino hie convenit quam passivum i'Ko'Xei'KEaOaLy quod resto, super- 
sum valet. Utrum tamcn legendum sit iTcoXeiiry an 'bno'S.ei'^yf mihi non 
satis liquet." 
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oft I mourn mine unhappy sire, whom iff a foreign country 
gory Mars entertained not,^ but my mother, and -^i^sthus the 
partner of her bed, lop off his head with murderous axe, as 
wood-cutters an oak. And for all this no pity is felt by any 
other save me, when thou, my father, hast perished so dis- 
gracefully and piteously. But never then will I desist from 
laments and bitter cries, as long as I look on the all-glowing 
beams of the stars, as I look on this daylight ; so as not, like 
some nightingale that has lost her young,^ to pour forth to all 
mine echo inviting to shrill lament before these gates of my 
native home. O abode of Pluto and of Proserpine, O nether 
Mercury 3 and awful Curse, and ye venerable children of the 
gods, ye Furies, who regard them that unjustly perish, them 
that by stealth usurp another's bed,* come ye, lend aid, avenge 
the murder of our father, and to me send my brother, for alone 
I have no longer strength to weigh up the burden of affliction 
that is in the opposite scale. 

Chorus. Ah! Electra, child, child of a most wretched^ 
mother, why thus insatiably dost thou pine in lamentation, for 
Agamemnon long since taken most godlessly in snares by thy 
crafty mother and to an evil hand betrayed ? O that he who 
caused this might perish, if it be lawful for me to utter this. 

^ Cf. iEsch. Choeph. 345, el yhp iif 'Ikt^ UpSc rivoc AvKiuVf irurep 
SopLTUTfTog KarrjvapLGBrjg. — B. 

* brunck translates the Greek word " pullis orbatay Musgrave, how- 
ever, considering it an allusion to the fate of Philomela and Itys, renders 
it ^Hiberorum suorum inter fectrix.^^ As Franklin observes on v. 147, 
Procne, who put Itys to death, is supposed by iEschylus, Euripides, and 
Aristophanes (in his play of the Birds) to have been changed into a night- 
ingale. 

^ Mercury is addressed by this name in allusion to his office as con- 
ductor of the dead : 

" Animas ille evocat Oreo 

Pallentes, alias sub Tartara tristia mittit ; 

Dat somnos adimitque, ct lumina morte resignat.*' 

From the third office enumerated by Virgil, we may suppose that Elec- 
tra's prayers had already been effectually addressed to this god, as Cly- 
temnestra shortly after sends offerings to Agamemnon's tomb in conse- 
quence of having had her rest disturbed by dreams of ill omen. 

* Hermann, admitting an hiatus of some words before tov^^ fills it up 
thus : aiaxpcoc ^etcrpuv irpodoTovg evvof , quibus furto ereptus est proditus 
torus. 

* ** AvaravoTuraCt Schol. i^uXearuTrjc recte. Vide Musgravium ad 
Euripidis Here. Fur. 1349." — Brunck. 
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El. Offspring of noble parents, ye are come as the solace of 
my troubles ; I both know and am conscious of this ; in no 
wise does it escape me, nor will I forsake this [task] so as not 
to bemoan my wretched father. But, ye that requite the boon 
of every kind of fncndship, leave me thus to languish, alas I 
alas ! I implore you. 

Ch. Yet still thou wilt never raise thy father at least from 
the lake of Pluto, man*s common bourne, neither by shrieks 
nor prayers.^ But from moderate [laments] to a grief beyond 
reason, thou ever with groans art perishing. In matters 
wherein there is no release from evil, why, I pray you, art 
thou fond of misery intolerable *? 

El. Foolish he, who is forgetful of his parents calamitously 
deceased. But the sorrower that mourns for Itys,^ ever Itys, 
that affrighted bird, messenger of Jove, accords with my feel- 
ings at least. O all-wretched Niobe, thee, thee I account a 
deity, who ever in thy stony tomb weepest, alas! alas! 

Ch. Not to thee alone, be sure, my child, among mankind 
hath grief arisen, wherewith thou surpassest those within, 
with whom thou art from the same source, and by birth akin : 
as is the life of Chrysothemis and Iphianassa, and he that 
sorroweth in his youth concealed,^ whom one day the re- 
nowned land of the Mycenians shall welcome haply, in ances- 
try illustrious, under the benign conduct of Jove returning to 
this land, Orestes.* 

^ Hermann reads uvTaiq^ the vestiges of which he thinks he has found 
in Hesychius : avT^aet (scribe uvtqgl)^ XiraveiaiCt dvTyceatv. 

* Penelope, in the Odyssey, similarly describes her grief Od. xix. 
520. See some excellent observations on the line ijre Bafiii rpoiriJaa 
Xeei iroXvijxia, tptjv^v among Twining's remarks on the expression of 
musical sound by poetry. Arist. Poet. Prel. Diss. 

^ Hermann msd^es uxecjv a noun, and construes it with Kpvirrgi' 
" Happy in a youth unknown to sorrows :" semota a doloribus. This 
is much less forced than the common version. — Tr. But if Orestes was 
free from evils, why mention him 1 If we read Kpvnrqi & dxeuvy and put 
a longer stop after 'l(j>iuvaaaa, we shall have a better sense : " thou art, 
like them, unhappy ; but blest is he, whom now in age of sorrow reckless 
at some time Mycene's glorious land shall hail." — B. 

* The withholding this magic of a name till the last, to crown the afiec« 
tionate appeal to Electra's happier thoughts, is worthy of Sophocles ; and 
if equaled at all, is so in the turn given by Electra's wounded spirit to 
that which was meant so differently. This, however, none of the older 
editors have preserved ; and Brunck's and Musgrave's annotations on this 
passage show their error. 
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El. Whom forsooth I unceasingly expecting, wretch that I 
am ! childless, unwedded, am ever roaming, drenched in tears, 
supporting unceasing pain of miseries; while he is forgetful 
of all that he has received, and all he has been taught. For 
what message goes forth from me that is not mocked 1 Since 
he is ever longing indeed, but though he longs, he deigns not 
to make his appearance. 

Ch. Courage, my daughter, courage! There is a mighty 
Jove in heaven,^ who overlooketh and swayeth all things ; to 
whom referring thy too bitter choler, be neither over indignant 
with nor forgetful of those whom thou detestest: for time is a 
lenient god. Since neither is the son of Agamemnon that 
lives on the herd-pasturing shore of Crisa^ without return, nor 
the god that reigns by Acheron. 

El. But from me the greater part of life hath already 
passed away without hope, nor can I longer endure, who with- 
out parents am wasting myself away, for whom no man stands 
forth as champion, but like some worthless stranger I dwell 
in the chambers of my father, in raiment thus disgraceful, and 
take my place at empty tables. 

Ch. Pitiable indeed were the words at his re turn, ^ and 
pitiable that in thy father's chambers, when the adverse stroke 
of the all-brazen axe was inflicted on him. Fraud it was that 
prompted, lust that perpetrated, the murder, having fearfully 
brought into being a fearful shape,* whether it were god or 
mortal that did all this. 

El. Oh ! that day, that dawned above all indeed most hate- 
ful to me : O night, O shocking woes of that horrible banquet 

* Plato Phaedr., p. 344, H. 6 uiv dtj fieyag yyefiuv Kar* oipavhv Zeig 
....SiaKoaficJv iruvra Koi imfie?.ofievoc. Cf. Themist. Orat. xv. p. 332 ; 
Maximus Tyr. xxix. p. 348. — B. 

^ Crisa, usually written Crissa, was a large town of Phocis, Baid to be 
the capital of Strophius. It gave name to the Crisssean bay, the scene of 
several actions in the Peloponnesian war. 

^ Alluding to the presaging sorrow of the Argive people on Agamem- 
non's return, the adulterous loves of ^gisthus and Clytemnestra being 
known to them. See iEschylus. 

* Precisely Shakespeare's idea : 

** Between the acting of a dreadful thing, 
And the first motion, all the interim is 
Like a phantasma, or a hideous dream." 

Jul. Cces., act 2, sc 1. 
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— the disgraceful death my sire beheld from twain assassins, 
that seized upon my life betrayed, that destroyed me! To 
whom may the mighty god of Olympus give to endure retrib- 
utive sufferings, and may they never enjoy their splendor, hav- 
ing accomplished such deeds. 

Cn. Bethink thee : speak fto farther : art thou not conscious^ 
from what a state thou fallest at present into hardships all 
thine own thus unworthily ! For thou hast incurred over and 
above an excess of evils, continually gendering quarrels by thy 
sad spirit. But these matters are not worth the strife, to cope 
with those in power.^ 

El. By dreadful woes have I been forced to it, ay, terrible. 
I am fully conscious of my wrath, nor does it escape me. But 
enough, amid such atrocious crimes I shall never check^ these 
miseries as long as life shall contain me. For from whom, O 
friendly race, could I ever hear a profitable word ? from whom 
that which is opportune. Forbear, forbear me, ye comforters ; 
for these woes shall be ne'er relaxed ! never will I rest from 
these troubles thus countless in my laments. 

Ch. Nay, but with good-will at least I advise as a faithful 
mother, that thou beget not woe on woe. 

El. And what measure exists to my wretchedness 1 Come, 
how is it honorable to be careless of the dead? with whom 
of mankind originated this ?* May I neither be had in honor 
among them, nor if I am united to any good may I dwell with 
it in tranquillity, if I repress the flights of my shrill-toned 

^ Musgrave, in his notes, proposes the following alterations in these 
lines: 

0^ yvujiav laxeig ^^ daov 

Til napovT' OLKelqy a r' elg uTog 

*E/nziTrT€ig ovtcj CKatdJc. 

He also interprets, and perhaps with correctness, urtf by vesania. — ^Tb. 
oUetag arag^ " evils all your own." For Electra had not shown the 
same submission as Chrysothemis, and consequently met with harsher 
treatment. — B. 

* Herm. "^vxg- noTiefiovCj rude rolg dvvarolg 

OvK kpLGTcL ir?,ddeLV. 

" So as to cope with those in power on these points which admit not of 
gainsaying." — Tr. Perhaps we should read TrXddcjv. — B. 
^ urag, see v. 208. 

* Or, " in whom of men hath this arisen 1" This is perh&ps the better 
translation. Brunck's Latin version has, ubinam homo est eo ingenio 
natus 1 
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shrieks to the dishonor of my parents ; for if he, having fallen, 
shall lie in earth a thing of nought, and they shall not in turn 
give satisfaction with blood for blood, then may shame and 
piety from all mankind be annihilated J 

Ch. I indeed, my child, came to promote at once thy wel- 
fare and mine own ; but if I advise not well, do thou prevail, 
for we will follow in thy company. 

El. Ladies, I blush, if in my many lamentations I seem to 
you to be too downhearted, yet, for their violence forces me to 
do it, forgive me. For how could any woman of high family, 
looking on her father's wrongs, not act thus*? wrongs that by 
day and by night I see continually budding rather than 
withering ;2 to whom, in the first place, the deeds of the 
mother that bore me have turned out most hateful ; next, in 
mine own home I consort with the assassins of my fether, and 
by these I am controlled, and from these it is my lot alike to 
receive and to want : furthermore, what manner of days think 
you I pass, when I behold jEgisthus seated on my father's 
throne ; and look on him dressed in the very garments that he 
wore,^ and pouring out libations to the household gods, where 
he slew him ? when I see, too, the crowning insult of all this, 
the assassin himself in the bed of my father with my guilty 
mother, if I must call her mother, thus cohabiting with him *? 
So hardened is she, that she lives with that pollution, in fear 
of no avenging Fury ; but as if triumphantly laughing at what 
slie has done, having looked out for that day on which she 
formerly slew my father by treachery, on that day she insti- 
tutes the festive dance, and sacrifices the monthly ofierings of 
sheep to her guardian gods ;* while I, the miserable, witnessing 

^ Timon's curse on Athens, when he quits it forever, is a fine amplifi- 
cation of this prayer (if it be a prayer) of Electra. See Timon of Athens, 
act 4, sc. 1. 

^ Similarly Philoctetes : 

T) & ifi^ voGog 
del TidrjXef k^ttI fiel^ov ipxerai. — V. 258. 

3 " Vestimenta regibus solemniter gestata. Statins. Theb. v. 316, 
notaSi regum gestamina, vestes : et vi. 80, cultusquCi insignia regniy Pur- 
pureos. Germanic. Arat. Phsnomen. Reges — satis religiose tunicati. 
Nonnus. K. 20. 

jSamXi^'ia ^aidpd tokjjoc 
Avtraro, Trop^vpe^ irena^iay/ieva ifxipea /co;i;^." — ^Musgrave. 

* " Clytemnestra. in imitation of the solemn honors paid to the gods 
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all this at home, lament, pine away and shriek over the ill- 
omened feast that bears my father & name ; alone, to myself, 
for I have not power even to weep so much as my soul has 
pleasure in doing; since the woman herself, in words high- 
spirited,^ accosts and reviles me with such harsh terms as 
these: "O god-detested thing of hate, to thee alone is thy 
father dead 1 Is none else of mankind in grief? Mayest thou 
perish evilly, nor may the nether gods ever release thee from 
thy present woes." Thus she insults me : but when she hears 
from any that Orestes is about to come, then infuriate she 
comes and cries aloud : " Art thou not the cause of all this to 
met Is not this thy work, that didst steal and spirit away 
Orestes from my hands 1 But be assured that thou shalt pay 
a deserved penalty at least."^ Thus does she bark upon me, 
and with her close at her side sets her on to this that glorious 
man, her husband, that utter dastard, that very pest, that fight* 
er of his battles with woman's aid. While I, unhappy, expect- 
ing from time to time that Orestes will come upon them to put 
a stop to all this, am undone. For, ever purposing to effect 
something, he hath ruined my hopes both present and to come.^ 
In such a condition, then, my friends, there is no room for 



and heroes on the new moons, called therefore, Ififiriva Upd, instituted a 
monthly festival, with sacrifices to the gods her preservers, on the day on 
which Agamemnon was murdered. This was celebrated with songs and 
dances, and a feast insolently called Epulis Agamemnonis." — Potter. To 
which Franklin adds, that Dinias, in his history of Argos, informs us it 
was on the thirteenth of the month Gamelion, which answers to the be- 
ginning of our January, or, according to Potter, the latter end of that 
month, or beginning of February. 

^ Musgrave objects to the idea of Clytemnestra being noble in words, 
and proposes to read T^oxolol yevvaiay ilia in insidiis fortis. — Tr. But as 
yewaZof is often used ironically, we may very well take yew. Tioy. to 
mean *' word-valiant." The translation, "as she is called," is quite 
wrong. — B. 

' Indeed it is by no means easy to see why Electra had not ere this 
fallen a victim to the vengeance of her mother, as by her own account 
she took no pains to conceal her abhorrence of Clytemnestra's conduct. 
Perhaps we must refer it to the same cause which, in the Odyssey, pre- 
serves Telemachus so long — superstition ; to which the Greeks were most 
prone, and which by no means ceases with religion and virtue, as both 
the impious festival and penitential offerings of the Argive queen suffi- 
ciently prove. 

^ By ovaag Kot uirovaag, Hermann understands her hopes in herself 
present and in Orestes absent. Many probably will disagree with 
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either prudence or proper respect, but in evils forsooth, there 
is absolute necessity to be subservient to evil. 

Ch. Come, tell me, whether sayest thou all this to us, -^gis- 
thus being at hand, or having quitted his home ? 

El. Even so. Think not I could walk abroad were he near ; 
but now he happens to be in the country. 

Ch. Truly, then, would I with greater boldness join with 
thee in discourse, if this be indeed so. 

El. As he is now absent, question what thou wilt. 

Ch. Then I ask thee, what sayest thou of thy brother ? will 
he come, or delays he ? I wish to know. 

El. He promises at least, but promising he performs nought 
of what he says. 

Ch. Ay, for man in the performance of a mighty deed is 
wont to delay. 

El. And yet it was not with delay I saved him. 

Ch. Courage ; he is naturally generous to aid his friends. 

El. I am confident of it, else had I not long to live. 

Ch. Speak nothing farther at present, since coming out of 
the house I perceive thy sister, by birth of the same father and 
mother, Chrysothemis,^ bearing the sepulchral offerings in her 
hands, such as are the appointed due of the dead. 

Chrysothemis. Sister, what talk is this thou again bold- 
est, having come forth to the entrance of the vestibule; nor 
art willing to be taught by length of time not idly to gratify 
a fruitless rage? Nevertheless thus far I know myseff, that 
I am grieved at present circumstances ; so much so that were 
I to acquire the power, I would disclose what are my senti- 
ments toward them. But now in miseries I think fit to voyage 
with lowered sail, and not fancy indeed I effect something, 
yet work them no mischief. Thus moreover would I have 

him. — Tr. Liddell, s. v. uireifit^ well remarks that this is merely like 
bvrec koX unovTeg^ and means " all the hopes I have." — B. 
* Thus Homer, II. ix. : 

*' Yet more — three daughters in his court are bred, 
And each well worthy of a royal bed ; 
Laodice, and Iphigenia fair, 
And bright Chrysothemis with golden hair." 

The origina\ has Iphianassa, which Pope appears to have little reason for 
changing to Iphigenia, who had been sacrificed at Aulis. Electra is usu- 
ally considered the same with Laodice. — Tn. But they are one and the 
same person. Cf Lucret. I. 85. — B. 
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thee also act : and yet the right is, not wherein I speak, bat 
wherein thou judgest. But if I must needs live free, I must 
wholly obey my master. ^ 

El. Shameful at least is it,^ that thou being from the £Either 
whose born child thou art, forgettest him, but art regardful of 
thy mother. For all these admonitions to me are taught thee 
by her, and nought thou speakest of thyself. Else choose at 
least one of the two, either to be senseless, or in thy senses to 
have no remembrance of thy friends, since thou just now sayest, 
couldst thou but get strength to it, thou wouldst demonstrate 
thy abhorrence of these ; but with me, who am in all things bent 
on vengeance for my father, thou not only dost not co-operate, 
but also dissuadest me in action. Hath not this cowardice to 
add to misery ? For instruct me, or learn of me, what advant- 
age could accrue to me having desisted from these wailings. 
Do not I live ^ but ill, I know, yet well enough for me. And 
I annoy them, so as to attach honor to the dead, if in the 
other world there be any pleasure : while thou, our hater, 
hatest them in word, but in deed consortest with thy father's 
murderers. I then would never, not even if any one were 
purposing to bring me these thy gifts, wherein thou now wan- 
tonest, submit myself to these : no, to thee be the wealthy 
board set out, and plenty flow around thee : to me the only 
nourishment be not to pain myself ;2 thine honor I covet not 

* This whole scene between the two sisters closely resembles the first 
between Antigone and Ismene ; as well in the dispositions of the parties 
concerned, as in the subject of their discussion, the necessary respect to 
be paid to the dead. And when we see some of the" finest productions of 
the Greek language depending for their catastrophe on this point, we shall 
perhaps the less wonder that an idea so constantly implanted in the mul- 
titude as the connection of the dead with the living, should have taken 
root, even in so vigorous a mind as Aristotle's. 

* See Brunck's note. Musgrave, who retains the common reading, 
thus remarks : " Scholiastes et hoc in MSS. invenisse videtur, et prseterea 
Xnrelv, quod hunc sensum efficeret : Mihi satis non de/lcere alimenta. 
Sed omnino retinendum "kvizelv. Mihi mstar pabida sitj non me dun- 
iaxat, sed alios angered — Confer, v. 357. Hermann retains the common 
reading Tovfi^ [iri TiVTrelv, which he renders mthi non dolor em creare 
{mihi hoc tantum esto -pabulum) and understands Electra to allude to the 
remorse she must experience, if she paid an impious respect to.^gisthus 
and her mother. — Tr. I have adopted Hermann's interpretation, as be- 
ing best suited to the sense, although I am persuaded all is not right in 
the text. — B. 

F 
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to obtain ; nor wouldst thou, at least wert thou wise : but now 
when thou hast in thy power to be called the child of a sire 
the noblest of all, be called thy mother's : for thus to most men 
wilt thou show thyself base, deserting thy murdered father and 
thy friends. 

Ch. Nought wrathfully, I pray you by the gods : since there 
is profit in the words of both, wouldst thou but learn to make 
use of hers, and she in turn of thine. 

I Chr. I, ladies, am in some sort accustomed to her words : 
nor had I ever recalled it to her mind, had I not heard of a 
most grievous affliction coming upon her, which will withhold 
her from these protracted lamentations. 

El. Come, tell me then the hardship : for shouldst thou tell 
me aught greater than these present, I would no longer con- 
tradict thee. 

Chr. Nay, I will tell thee all, as much as I know. For 
they purpose, if thou wilt not desist from these wailings, to 
send thee thither, where never shalt thou behold the light of 
the sun ; but living in a confined vault, without this country, 
shalt thou chant thy woes. Wherefore bethink thee, and never 
hereafter when thou hast suffered blame me. For now it is 
thine to be wise in good time.^ 

El. What, then, and have they resolved thus to treat me ? 

Chr. Most surely ; when, in fact, -^gisthus shall come 
home. 

El. Nay, then, may he quickly arrive for this at least. 

Chr. What words are these thou cursest thyself withal, un- 
happy ? 

El. That he may come, if he purposes to do aught of this. 

Chr. That thou mayest feel what suffering ? Where can 
thy senses be ? 

El. That I may escape as far as possible from you. 

Chr. But hast thou no regard to thy present life % 

^ It has been before remarked that this scene resembled one in An- 
tigone : the coincidence of the two plaj's is here made still more striking 
by the punishment with which Electra is threatened. 

" If mournful cries and wailings before death 
Availed, there is not one, be well assured, 
That ere would cease them. Instant take her hence, 
Inclose her in the rock's sepulchral cave, 
As I commanded ; leave her there alone. 
Either to die, or there to live entombed." — Potter, Ant. p. 168. 
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El. Ay, a fine life is mine, worth admiring ! 

Chr. Nay, it might be, and thou knewest how to be wise. 

El. Teach me not to be a traitress to my friends. 

Chr. I teach thee not so, but to give way to those in power. 

El. Do thou thus flatter ;, thou speakest not my wont. 

Chr. Yet surely it is honorable at least not to have fallen 
from imprudence. 

El. I will fall, if needs I must, in avenging my father. 

Chr. Our father, I am sure, grants indulgence in this.^ 

El. These words it is the coward's part to praise. 

Chr. But vdlt not thou be persuaded and consent to me I 

El. No, truly. May I not yet be so void of understanding.^ 

Chr. Then will I too begone on my way, whither I was 
sent. 

El. But whither art thou wending ? to whom earnest thou 
these offerings f 

Chr. My mother sends me to make libations at my father's 
tomb. 

El. How sayest thou 1 to the deadliest of her human en' 
emies? 

Chr. Whom herself slew :^ for this wouldst thou say. 

El. At the persuasion of whom of her friends ? Whose 
pleasure is this *? 

Chr. From some nocturnal fright, to my thinking. 

*■ Thus Ismene to her sister : 

** I then (of those beneath the earth revered 
Imploring pardon, since by force constrained) 
Will yield obedience to one potent lord. 
Attempts beyond our strength no prudence show." 

Potter, Ant. v. 69. 

' M?77ra>, per iLTOTTiTa for fii^iroTe^ since ttw, as Buttmann has observed 
in his Greek Grammar, includes always a reference to past time. On 
this Xltotij^ see Porson ad Hec. 1260. 

' Homer's account is different : vid. Od. IV. 529 : 

A.vTLKa d^ AlyiaBog doTiii^v k^pdaaaro texvijv 
KpLVilfievog Kard, drjfiov ieiKoai <^C>Tag uptGTOvg, 
Klae XSxoVj kTepDOr] d' uvtjyei Saira nEvecrdat. 
AvTup 6 (37/ KaXeuv 'AyafiEjuvova, noL/jLEva Xauv. 

'iTTirOiaiV KOl OX^(y<j>l'V, UELKEU /J.Ep/I7jpi^G)V. 

Tbv 6" ovK eISot' oXEdpov uvTJyayE koi KaTEizEi^vs 

^ELTZviGaag. 
He farther adds, that ^gisthus alone escaped, both his own and Aga- 
memnon's followers being slain. 
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El. gods of my fathers ! aid me even now. 

Chr. Hast thou any cheering hope respecting this terror ? 

El. Wouldst thou relate to me the vision, I then could tell 
thee. 

Chr. I know not, save a little, to tell thee. 

El. Nay, tell me that. Many a trifling word, believe me, 
hath ere now both overthrown and established mortals. 

Chr. There was a report that she witnessed a second time 
the presence of my and thy father having returned to life, and 
then that he, having taken the staff which once he bore, but 
now .^^sthus, fixed it in the earth, and from it sprouted up a 
vigorous scion, wherewith the whole land of Mycenae was over- 
shadowed.^ This I heard from one who related it, who was 
pre&jent while she reveals her dream to the sun.^ But more 
than this I know not, save that she sends me in consequence of 
this alarm. Now by our country's gods I implore thee, yield 
to me, nor fall by imprudence ; for if thou shalt repulse me, 
hereafter thou wilt send for me in trouble.^ 

El. But, my beloved, of all this that thou carriest in thine 
hands, attach nothing to the tomb : for it is not lawful for 
thee, nor pious, from that hated woman to place funeral gifts, 
or to carry expiatory libations to my father. But away with 
them secretly, either to the winds, or to deep-sunk dust, where 
never any of them shall approach my father's place of rest : 
but when she shall be dead, lie they in earth ^ deposit for her- 
self; for had she not been naturally the most daring of women, 
she in the first place had never at any time crowned these 
hateful libations for him, whom at least she slew. For con- 
sider, whether the entombed dead in thy opinion receives these 

^ Compare the Choephor® of -^schylus, from which Sophocles has 
borrowed the idea of the dream. 

^ Under an idea that the god who dispelled the shades of night fron 
the earth was also capable of averting the evils which had been threat- 
ened during that night, the ancients, having been alarmed by dreams, 
used to tell them to the sun ; and hence, says Franklin, Apollo was termed 
^TTOTpoTraiog. 

" Senserat ut pulsas tandem Medea tenebras, 
Rapta toris, primi jubar ad placabilc Phoebi 
Ibat." Val. Flacc. v. 330. 

' Hermann has here ably pointed out the skill of the poet in connect- 
ing Chrysothemis' warning to her sister with the account of Clytemncs- 
tra's alarm, who would be made doubly vindictive in her purposes toward 
Electia by fear. 
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honors in mood friendly to her ; by whom perishing unhonor^ 
ed, like a foe, he was mangled, and for a purification she wiped 
off her spots upon his head.^ What, thinkest thou to bear 
these atonements of the murder for her"? It can not be. But 
leave these alone, and do thou, having cut from the ringlets on 
thine head the extreme haLrs,^ and from me unhappy, a paltry 
gift indeed, but still such as I have, give him this squalid^ 
piair], and my girdle, not garnished with fineries. And fall- 
ing down, beseech him from the earth to come a kindly aid to 
us against our enemies, and that his son Orestes with mightier 
hand may alive trample under foot his foes, that henceforth we 
may crown him with wealthier hands than wherewith we now 
offer our gifts. I think indeed, I think that he hath some plan 
in sending to her these dreams of horrid aspect. But, how- 
ever, my sister, perform this service for both thyself and me an 
aid, and for the most beloved of all mankind, now lying in 
Hades, our common sire. 

Ch. With piety the damsel speaks : but thou, my friend, if 
thou be wise, wilt do this. 

Chr. I will do it ; for that which is right has no good rea- 
son for one to strive with two, but to hasten its performance. 
But, upon my attempting these deeds, let there be silence on 
your part, for the gods' sake, my friends, since if my mother 
shall hear of this, a bitter attempt, methinks, I shall yet hazard 
in this. 

Ch. K I be not bom a foolish prophet, and wanting in wise 
judgment, there will come Justice the prophetic, bearing in 

^ Those among the ancients who had murdered any person believed 
that the wiping their swords, or any other weapon they had used, on the 
head of the deceased, would prevent his avenging spirit from having pow- 
er upon them. The cutting off and wearing under their arms a piece of 
flesh taken from the dead body was also thought a spell of like influence. 

* " It hath been observed that the ceremony of cutting off the hair, 
while it was obviously expressive of violent emotion, had a latent mean- 
ing couched under it. As the hair was cut off from the head, never more 
to be united to it, so were the dead cut off from the living, never more to 
return. This usage was not confined to the heathen world. It is taken 
notice of in Scripture : Ezekiel, describing a great lamentation, says, 
* They shall make themselves utterly bald for thee :' c. xxvii. 31." Notes 
to Trans. Min. Poet. Q. 191. 

^ " Defendi potest aAtTrap^, modo ea vox significare putetur comam non 
accommodatam supplicationi, ut qus non satis compta atque nitide ha« 
bita sit." — Herm. 
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her hands righteous mastery : she will pursue them, my child, 
at no distant period. Confidence rises within me, just now 
hearing the sweetly-breathing dreams.^ For never is thy par- 
ent the king of Greeks forgetful at least, nor the ancient brazen 
two-edged axe, which slew him with most sliameful insults. 
Also shall come the many-footed and many-handed Erinnys of 
brazen tread, that is concealed in dreadful ambush. For an 
incestuous unhallowed rivalry of blood-defiled nuptials has 
come upon those to whom it was unlawful. For these deeds, 
of a truth, it holds by me that no portent can ever, ever be 
come upon us without harm to either the doers or the accom- 
plices. In good truth, there are no auguries to mortals in 
alarming dreams, nor in oracles, unless this apparition of the 
night shall anchor at last in good.^ O toilsome horsemanship 
of Pelops in old time, how woeful camest thou to this coun- 
try ! For since the drowned Mjnrtilus^ was sent to [his last] 
sleep, hurled headlong forth in ire insult from his all-golden 
car, no calamity of many troubles hath ever yet been wanting 
to this house. 

Clytemnestra. Let loose, it seems, again thou roamest ; 
for JEgisthus is not here, who ever checked thee lest, being 
abroad, thou shouldst dishonor thy friends. But now, as he 
is absent, thou heedest not me at least. Nay, more, thou 
hast actually denounced me at large and to many, as that I 

* That is, to the party of Agamemnon, in proportion as they came un- 
welcome and alarming to Clytemnestra. 

^ Musgrave considers the latter part of this chorus as out of place after 
the promise of a prosperous fortune to the house of Agamemnon. Yet 
as this could not be without a crime ; since " sanguine quaerendi redi- 
tus ;" Hermann defends the transition made to the primal curse of the 
ill-starred royal family of Argos. 

^ Myrtilus, son of Mercury and Phffitusa, was charioteer to CEnomaus, 
king of Pisa, the father of Hippodamia, whose horses he rendered the 
most famous for their swiftness in all Greece. This it was which pro- 
duced the confidence of CEnomaus in challenging his daughter's suitors 
to the chariot race, and had already been the destruction of thirteen chiefs, 
when Pelops bribed Myrtilus with a promise of sharing the favors of Hip- 
podamia. Thus allured, he gave an old chariot to CEnomaus, which broke 
down in the course, and killed him. When, however, Myrtilus demand- 
ed the reward of his perfidy, Pelops threw him into the sea, thus exeoft- 
plifying the words of Shakespeare's Henry : 

" They love not poison, that do poison need ; 
Nor do I thee, though I did wish him dead. 
I hate the murderer, love him murdered." 
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am impudent, and, contrary to justice, am the aggressor in 
insolence to thee and thine. ^ Yet have I no insolence; but 
bespeak thee evil by being so often slandered by thee. For 
that thy father, no other pretense hast thou constantly, fell 
by my hand. My hand : I know it well, I have no denial to 
make of this. For Justice took him not I only, which thou 
oughtest to aid, wert thou haply in thy senses. Since this 
thy father, whom thou art ever wailing, alone of Greeks 
could bear^ to sacrifice to the gods thine own sister, though'' 
he suffered not from pain, when he begat her, equally with 
me that bare her. Enough : teach me now for whose sake 
he sacrificed her.^ Wilt thou say, for the Greeks? But they 
had no claim to kill my daughter at least. But if forsooth 
then for his brother Menelaus he murdered what was mine, 
was he not bound to give me due satisfaction *? Had not he 
two children,"^ for whom to die was more reasonable than for 
her, they being of the father and mother for whose sake was 
the voyage? What, had Hades a desire of my children, 
rather than hers, to glut herself with them ? Or was affection 
for his children by me, neglected by their abandoned father, 
yet remained in Menelaus? Were not these the acts of a 
witless sire, a villain in purpose? I indeed think so, even 
though I speak contrary to thy sentiments. But the deceased 
at least would say so, could she resume her voice. I then am 
not disheartened at what I have done ; but if I seem to thee 
to judge amiss, do thou, preserving righteous judgment, re- 
proach those near of kin.^ 

El. Thou wilt not now at least assert that I, having com- 
menced wdth some offensive words, have then heard this from 



* Hermann places a comma after apx^i not, he says, because the read- 
ing adopted by Brunck and others is incorrect (v. Matth. Gr. Gr. ^ 649), 
but because Tze^d 6ck7j^ ^PX^ i® ^ better sequel to the preceding Bpaaela 
eific. 

^ Cf -^sch. Ag. 224 : iT?.a 6* ovv Oviijp yeveadai Ovyarpbg. — B. 
^ Herm. tov, x^P'''^ rivog Wv. av. " In return for what, in favor to 
whom." Thus in the Nubes, uvrl before tov is omitted, v. 22. 

* This, says the scholiast, though it militates against Homer's account, 
is in union with Hesiod's : 



"H TEKed' 'Epfitoijv 6ovpiKXeiT(^ MeveXa^, 
'OTT^lorarov & ireKe NtKodTparov, opov Apffog. 



• i. c, thy father. 
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Ibee ; but, wouldst thou permit me, I would rightly argue at 
once in behalf of the deceased and my Sster. 

Cly. Nay, then, I do permit; but hadst thou always thus 
begun thine address to me, thou hadst not been offensive to 
listen to. 

El. Well, then, to thee I speak. Thou ownest thou killed 
my father. Than this, what confession could be yet more 
base, whether in fine with justice or without? But I will 
prove to thee that thou didst not slay him with justice at 
least; but persuasion from a villain, with whom thou now 
companiest, allured thee to it. Nay, ask the huntress Diana, 
in revenge for what those many winds detained them at Aulis ; 
or I will tell thee, for from her it is not allowed thee to learn. 
My father once, as I hear, sporting in the groves of the god- 
dess, roused on foot a dappled, antlered stag, in whose 
slaughter exulting, he chanced to utter some [haughty] word.^ 
And, thenceforth angered, the maiden daughter of Latona de- 
tained the Greeks, that my father, as satisfaction for the beast, 
should offer up his daughter. Thus was her sacrifice ; since 
no other release was there to the host, homeward or to Troy. 
On whose behalf, having been forcefully constrained, and 
having resisted much, he reluctantly sacrificed her, not for 
Menelaus's sake. If, however, for I will state even thy plea, 
wishing to profit him, he acted thus, ought he for this to 
have died by thy hands? By what right? Beware, lest in 
ordaining to mankind this rule, thou ordain thyself woe and 
repentance. For if we shall slay one for another, thou, mark 
me, shouldst die the first, at least hadst thou thy due. But 
look to it, lest thou set up a plea that does not exist. For 
tell me, an thou wilt, in requital of what thou happenest at 
present to be committing deeds the most infamous possible; 
thou that couchest with the assassin, wdth whom thou erst 

^ The business of the ancient poets, and, till very lately, of our own, 
* has constantly been to inculcate submission to the will of Heaven, and 
respect for all things more immediately connected with it. In conformity 
to this proposed object, insolence to Minerva is stated by Calchas to b© 
the cause of Ajax's madness ; and the wound inflicted on Venus by Di- 
omed leads to his expulsion from his home by an unfaithful wife ; while 
the still more audacious, because the more personal, insults to the deities 
offered by Laomedon, lay the towers of Ilium, the work of more than hu- 
man hands, in the dust. Nor was the prince of lyric poets less religious 
than the tragedians : vid. 01. 9, 56. 
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didst destroy my father, and hast children by him ;^ while thy 
former lawful progen^J from lawful lineage sprung, thou caj^t- 
est out. How could I approve of this ? What, wilt thou sny 
that this too is vengeance thou takest for thy daughter!'^ Base- 
ly, even shouldst thou say so ; for it is not honorable to marry 
with enemies for the sake of a daughter. But it is not allow- 
ed even to advise thee, thee, that ventest tliy whole talk of 
how I slander my mother. Nay, I at least account thee a 
mistress rather than a mother to us, I that live a wearisome 
life, ever treated with evil from thee and thy paramour ; while 
the other far away, having hardly escaped thy hand, hapless 
Orestes, wears out a melancholy existence, whom thou hast 
often accused me of bringing up as an avenger of thy pollu- 
tion ; and this, had I had power, I had done, of this be well 
assured. For this at least proclaim me to all, whether thou 
wilt as wicked, or abusive, or full of impudence ; for if I am 
naturally an adept in these practices, I am almost no disgrace 
whatever to thy nature. 

Ch. I see her breathing rage ; but whether or no it exist 
with justice,^ of this I see no farther thought. 

Beovc, ^x^pa aoipia ' koI 
rh KavxcKjOai napd, Kaipov 
Mavtaiaiv vnoKpeKei. 

Hence we see that it wanted but little supernatural influence to drive Ajax 
to the phrensy with which he was afterward possessed. 

^ Pausanias mentions Erigone, a daughter of ^gisthus, of whom 
Tzetzes ad Lycoph. 1374, plainly calls Clytemnestra the mother. — Herm. 

* Euripides strengthens this plea by the addition of another, which the 
ladies will think more forcible, viz., that Agamemnon kept another wom- 
an, and even brought her into the house with his wife. This fact is thu8 
alluded to by Ovid : 

" Dum fuit Atrides una contentus, et ilia 
Casta fuit : vitio est improba facta viri." — Franklin. 

^schylus also mentions the arrival of Cassandra at Argos, and her proph- 
ecies of her own and Agamemnon's fate. Indeed, the Grecian chiefs in 
general appear to have so little observed conjugal fidelity, that their wives* 
treachery hardly need be referred to the wrath of Venus, or any other 
deity. Ulysses alone (his loves with the goddesses must be excused on 
the score of influence beyond human power to counteract) appears to have 
had a just sense (vid. Od. I. 433) of decorum in this particular, and ac- 
cordingly his wife continues faithful to him throughout. 

^ Hermann corrects the scholiast's interpretation thue: "but whethei 
Electra justly harbors anger,*' ^vveariy scil. r^ fievei. 

F2 
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Cly. Why, what thought should I have about her at least, 
who in such terms hath insulted her mother, and that too at 
such an age^^ What, does she not seem to thee likely to pro- 
ceed to any crime without shame 1 

El. Be now well assured that I feel shame at all this, even 
though I seem not to thee so to do ; and I am conscious that 
I act as disbecomes both my age and myself — but alas ! for 
thy enmity and thy crimes compel me to act thus perforce, 
since by the base are base deeds taught. 

Cly. O shameless creature ! doubtless I, and my words, and 
my deeds cause thee to speak a great deal too much. 

El. Thou speakest them, not I ; for thou doest the deed, 
and deeds find themselves words. 

Cly. But never, no, by Queen Diana,^ shalt thou go unpun- 
ished for this insolence, when .^Egisthus shall return.^ 

El. Seest thou? thou art hurried off into rage, though hav- 
ing given me leave to say whatever I might wish ; nor know- 
est how to listen. 

Cly. Wilt thou not then suffer me even to sacrifice amid 
sounds of good omen,* now that I have allowed thee at least 
to say thy all ? 

El. I suffer, I bid thee, sacrifice ; nor blame my lips, since 
I will speak no farther. 

Cly. Then do thou, that art here with me, take up the 
offerings of various fruits, that to this king I may offer up 
vows for deliverance from the terrors which now I feel. Now 

^ It is hard to say whether this is meant as a reproach to Electra's 
youth or maturer age. The context seems to intimate the former, but the 
probable age of Orestes the latter. 

* Electra having in a former passage declared that her mother, as a 
murderess and adulteress, was unfit to inquire aught of the goddess of 
chastity, by this oath Clytemnestra means to contradict her. 

^ Take ovk aXv^eig here as equivalent to oiK ki^eig ukv^iVy and under- 
stand ukv^ig, not in a passive but an active sense ; not " effiigium ejus 
qui effugitur," but " effugium ejus qui effugit." — Herm. 

* This is well known to have been a point of great importance among 
the Greeks. Ulysses, relating the cause of Philoctetes' expulsion from 
the army, says, 

5r* ovre XoLJSijg ^filv^ ovte Bvfidrcjv 

Tzapriv kKrjTioLg npoadiyeiv, uXV dypiaig 

KOTelx' del nuv arparoTredov dva^Tjfiiaic. — Phil. v. 8. 

Hermann, however, takes ev(l>7J{iov jSo^g to mean merely silence, as in the 
CEdipus Coloneus, v. 132. 
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mayest thou hear, Apollo our protector, my concealed address. 
For my speech is not before friendi^, nor suits it to unfold all 
to light, while she is close beside me, lest with malice and 
babbling clamor she circulate an idle tale throughout the 
town.^ But hear me thus, for thus will I address thee. The 
apparitions of a twofold dream that I have this night bebeld,^ 
these grant me accomplished, O Lycaean king, if propitious 
to me they have appeared, but if hostile, let them recoil on 
my foes. And if any by treachery are plotting to expel me 
from my present good fortune, permit it not ; but grant that 
I, ever living a life thus unharmed, may sway the Atridas's 
palace and this sceptre, in happy hour consorting with those 
of my friends with whom I now consort, and as many of my 
children, as from whom no ill will attaches to me, nor bittOT 
annoyance. This, O Lycaean Apollo, favorably hearing, grant 
to all of us, even as we ask ; but all the rest, though I be si- 
lent, I deem thou knowest, as being a god.^ For it is meet 
that the race of Jove sees all things. 

Att. Stranger females, how might I surely know if this be 
the palace of the king JEgisthusI 

Cn. This is, O stranger. Thyself hast rightly conjectured. 

Att. And am I right in guessing also that this is his wife ? 
For she is dignified as a sovereign to look on. 

Ch. Most certainly of all. This is she, here before thee. 

Att. Hail, O queen. I come bringing to thee pleasant tid- 
ings, and to -^gisthus alike, from a friend. 

Cj-y. I accept the uttered omen. But first of alll wish to 
know of thee, who of mankind dispatched thee. 

Att. Phanoteus the Phocian ; forwarding an important 
matter. 

Cly. Of what kind, stranger ? say ; for being from a friend, 
I am well assured thou wilt speak friendly words. 

^ Thus Virgil : " Hinc spargere voces 

In vulgum ambiguas." — ^neid II. 

' " ^laacjv^ duplicium id est ambiguorum. Sic Lucianus in Alexandto, 
p. 218 : diTTovg rivag koX dfupiSSXovc kol lo^oi)^ xpV^f^C ovy/d<fnjv." — 
Urunck. It may, however, be an allusion to the vision which iEschylui 
has related. 

^ Similarly the Chorus in CEdipus Tyrannus : 

'A^V 6 jjLcv ovv Zn)f, 6 r* 'AttoAAwv 

Svverotj Kal tcL ^porQv . 

EMoref . y. 498. 
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Att. Orestes is dead : I speak compressing it in brief. 

El. Unhappy me ! this day am I undone. 

Cly. What sayest thou, what sayest thou, stranger? heed 
not her. 

Att. Now, as before, I declare that Orestes is dead. 

El. Wretched I am lost. I am no longer aught. 

Cly. Look thou to thine own affairs ; but do thou, stranger, 
tell me the truth ; in what way perishes he 1 

Att. And for this I was sent, and I will tell the whole. 
For he having come to the glorious pageant of games of 
Greece, 1 for the sake of Delphian prizes, when he heard the 
loud announcements of the herald proclaiming previously the 
race, the decision of which comes first, entered [the lists] 
illustrious, the admiration of all there present. And having 
made the goals of the course even with the starting-place,^ he 
went forth, carrying the all-honored prize of victory. And 
that I may tell thee sparingly amid abundance, I have not 
known the deeds and might of a man like him. But know 
at once;^ of as many double courses as the umpires pro- 
claimed the five prizes which are customary, of these obtaining 
all the meeds of victory, he was hailed happy, announced as 
an Argive, by name Orestes, son of Agamemnon, that once 
assembled the famous armament of Greece. And such were 
these events. But when any god shall afflict him, not even 

* The Pythian games were instituted in honor of Apollo's victory over 
the serpent Python, and are thought to have been at first confined to a 
contest of musical and poetical skill in hymning the praises of the victor 
god. The diavXoc here mentioned was when the competitors in the foot- 
race doubled the goal, and returned to the starting-place. The Trevra^Aov 
is usually supposed to be comprised in the celebrated verse— 

'AXflOf TToduKELTJVy diOKOV^ UKOVTOj TTuXj/V. 

The prizes were sacred apples, to which some add wreaths of laurel, or, 
according to Ovid, of beech. As Pausanias has stated, x. 7, 3, that most 
of the Pythian rules were adopted from the Olympic games, we find 
"the order of the course," diavXogy first here. 

^ See Brunck's note. Hermann's better taste has rejected so epigram- 
matic a prettiness as that of Antipater ; and he justly observes that Soph- 
ocles, in saying that Orestes made his starting-place his goal, exactly de- 
scribes the 6iav?i/)g. 

^ Hermann has a comma between 3p6/iuv and diavXuv^ and considers 
what follows as equivalent to Trevrddhov a vofti^erai. — Tr, Dindorf has 
rightly followed Poison. — B. 
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the strong man could escape. For he on a foTlowinf; day,' 
vrhen at sunrise there was a sndR contet^t of horM*iiiunsiii|i, 
came in with many a charioteer. One wiu< mi At-hu'iui, one 
from Sparta, two were Libyans drivers of yoktsi chariotri ; 
and he among them the filth, guiding Thiv<<<ilian hU*vdH, the 
sixth from .£tolia with chestnut tiUies, the seventli a Magne- 
sian, the eighth, with white horses, an uKiiian by ra<H% tho 
ninth frt>m the god-erected Athens, the other a liirotian, 
fiUing up the tale of ten chariots.'-^ liut having taken their 
stand where the appointed umpires had thrown for them witli 
lots^ and ranged their chariots, at the sound of the bni/en 
trumpet they started, and all at once in concert chei>rin<; on 
their horses shook the reins in their hands : tlie whoh; courHt; 
within was filled with the noise of rattling cliariotH ;• the dunt 
was tossed on high ; while all together in confusion wc-ro 
sparing nought of the lash, that each might get Ix^yond the 
other's wheels,* and snortings of tlieir steeds, for the breatli- 
ings of their horses were at once falling upon and covering 
with foam their backs and the circles ol' their wlieels. Hut 
he keeping under the very last column,'' continually was 

^ Translators and ccmmentators agree in conHidcrin^ aAAof here a* 
synonymous with Sevrepo^ (the Latins have the same idiom, uh in 
Cicero ; unus^ alter, tcrtius) ; but as it is not certain how lon^ th«? l*ythiuu 
games lasted, this appears a gratuitous assumption. Certainly Poppo, in 

his note on Thucyd. III. 59, denies the couvltho : "nrovocat 

enim ad Pind. Oljrmp. I. 69, ubi poHtquam l*elops dictus est a Neptuno 
raptus atque in Jovis domum traductus esse, uubjicilur : 

'^vda SevrffXf) XP^'^'^¥ 
^HWe Kal Vavv[ui6j)q. 

Quo in loco quum scholiastse multas turbas movissent, Ganymedcm Pe- 
lope priorem fuisse dicentes, Heynius ^fvrrpif) XP'^^V powitum enae voluit 
pro uXkif) xp^'^Vi quod satis refutavit BocckiuH, quern vide in Notis Criti- 
cis, p. 346. Aevrepog enim nonnisi ibi usurpari potest, ubi de duobus 
sermo est, ideoque non cum dAAof Bed cum irtpo^ cohoirct ; a quo tanicn 
ita differt, ut irepo^ unum ex duobus Bignificet Bine ulla vel tcmporis vel 
ordinis sive dignitatis notatione, unde unus iile et prior et posterior eusa 
potest, devTEpog autem nonnisi de posteriore plerumque dicatur :" p. 63. 
— Tr. See Liddell and Scott, s. v. aAAof, no. 7. — B. 

^ Hence we learn the number allowed to run at the Pythian games at 
one time. 

^ Quadrijuges currus. — Brunck. "The harnessed car." — Potter. 
" ZevyoTuv. — Hesychius. ^vycjau) — KXeiao)" — Musgravo, 

* Xvoai are properly the sockets into which the axle-treer »t» put. 

* kaxdrri arriXfj is the last in ordci of several columns ot obelisk* 
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"wheeling in his axle's nave, and giving rein to the right steed, 
held in the neai' horse. And hitherto all the chariots contin- 
ued upright ; but then the hard-mouthed steeds of the ^nian 
run away with him, and in turning at the completion of the 
sixth, and now on the seventh course, ^ they dash their fronts 
on the Barcaean car.^ And thenceforth, from a single mishap, 
one was crushing and tumbling on another, and the whole 
Crissaean plain was being filled with the wrecks of shattered 
chariots. But the skillful charioteer from Athens, aware of 
this, drives by outside them, and slackens speed, having suf- 
fered to pass him the tossing tide of horses confounded in the 
centre. But Orestes was driving the hindmost,^ indeed, 
but keeping back his coursers, placing his trust in the issue. 
But the other, when he sees him left alone,* having cracked in 
the ears of his swift mares the shrill sound of his whip, pur- 
sues him ; and having brought their poles in line, they were 
driving, now one, and then the other, pushing forward the 
heads of their chariot horses. And all the other courses in 
safety the hapless youth drove erect in his car upright ; but 
then, slackening the left rein of his wheeling horse, he una- 
wares strikes the pillar's edge,^ and breaks the middle axle- 
nave, is tumbled from his chariot, and entangled in his reins, 
while on his falling to the ground his steeds were dispersed 
over the middle of the course. But the assembly, when it 

erected in the Hippodrome, and does not, as some have supposed, allude 
to the last turn round the goal. See Hermann's dissertation on the words 
used by the Greeks to express the movements of horses, Beckii Comm. 
Soc. Phil. vol. i. part i. p. 49, and Bulenger de Circo Rom. c. 29, in 
Grffivius, Thesaur. Ant. Rom. t. 9, 

^ Hermann understands lir'Troi here, agreeing "with the masculine re- 
Tiovvreg. 

^ This is an anachronism. V. Herod, iv. 160. 

^ Monk translates this, " Now Orestes drove the last to be sure, but 
keeping his horses back, as he placed his confidence in the end of the 
race." 

* " The scholiasts do not state whom they understand to be meant by 
6e and vlv respectively. Later interpreters refer the former to Orestes, 
the latter to the Athenian ; but in that case one would have expected i 
iKELVov rather than vlv, which last must apply to the principal subject of 
discourse ; and that subject is Orestes." — Herm. 

* As his other instructions agree with the plan pursued by Orestes, so 
this is the accident agsuinst which Nestor particularly warns Antilochus, 
II. xxiii. V. 334. 
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perceives him thrown out of his seat, shrieked aloud over the 
youth, that, after having done such deeds, he meets with such 
a disaster, whirled along on the ground, and then again tossing 
up his limbs to heaven : until the charioteers having with dif- 
ficulty stopped the horses' speed, released him, all bloody, so 
that none of his friends by looking on him could have recog- 
nized his hapless pei*son. And having forthwith buraed him 
on the pjre, in a little brazen urn a huge body of melancholy 
ashes^ are appointed men of Phocis bringing, that he may 
inherit a tomb in his father's land. Such, look you, are 
these tidings, as in stoiy told,^ piteous, but to us eye-witness- 
es that saw it, the greatest of all misfortunes that I ever 
beheld. 

Ch. Alas ! alas ! It seems then the whole race of our for- 
mer lords from its very roots has perished. 

Cly. O Jove, whether shall I call these news fortunate t or 
terrible, yet gainful *? yet 'tis a painful case, if by mine own ills 
I save my life. 

Att. But why, lady, art thou so dispirited at my present 
words? 

Cly. 'Tis a dreadful thing to be a mother ; for not even to 
the ill-treated does hatred to those she has borne attach.* 

Att. It seems then we are come in vain. 

Cly. No, believe me, not in vain at least ; for how couldst 
thou tell me in vain ? if thou camest possessing sure proo& 
of his death, who born of my life, an alien from my breast 
and nurture, estranged himself in exile, and since he quitted 
this land never beheld me, but laying to my charge his father's 
murder, was ever threatening to perform dreadful deeds, so 
that neither by night nor by day did sweet sleep overshadow 
me ; but progressing time ever led me on as doomed to die. 
Now, however (for on this day am I released from alarm at 
her hands and his, since she the greater pest was living with 
me, ever drinking up my pure life's blood), now haply shall we 
pass our days in quiet, as far as relates to her threats.^ 

^ Thus Hermann, rejecting both Brunck's idea of antiptosii and Schae- 
fer's construction of x^^^^V (^''^o^ov. 

' Similarly the messenger in CEdipus Tyrannus, v. 1237 : 
tQv Si TToaxOevTCJV rd. fihf 
akyKn* aneartv ^ yiip b\\)tg oh irdpa. 
^ '* Male Brunckius (5* post vov delevit, quod repeti post parenthesiii 
notavi ad Vigerum, p. «47. Compare iEsch. Ghoeph. 621-629." — Henn. 
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El. Ah me, unhappy ! for now 'tis mine to wail, Orestes, 
thy misfortune, that thus conditioned thou art insulted by this 
thy mother ^s this well? 

Cly. Not with thee, be sure ; but he, as he is, is well. 

El. Hear, avenging spirit of the lately dead.^ 

Cly. It hath heard whom it ought, and well fulfilled the 
prayer. 

El. Be insolent ; for now thy lot is prosperity. 

Cly. So shall not Orestes and thou repress it. 

El. We have been put down ourselves, on fear that we 
shall put thee down.' 

Cly. Thou wouldst become deserving of many things, 
stranger, hadst thou checked her babbling clamor.^ 

Att. I would be gone then, if this be well. 

Cly. By no means ; since thou wouldst be about to act in a 
manner worthy neither me nor the friend that sent thee. But 
go ye within, and leave her to lament from without both her 
own and her friend's calamities. 

El. slLud does the wretched woman seem to you, as 
grieving and in pain, bitterly to weep and wail over her son 
thus perished ? No, in derision is she gone. O unhappy 
me ! Dearest Orestes, how by thy death hast thou undone 
me ! for thou are gone, and hast torn from my heart the only 
hopes that yet remained to me, that thou wouldst one day 
come a living avenger of my father and of me ill-fated. But 
now whither must I go *? for I am lonely, bereft of both thee 
and my father. Now must I again be a slave to those among 
men most hateful to me, the murderers of my sire. And is 
this well with me? But no, never again hereafter will I be 
their co-mate,^ but at this gate having thrown myself along, 

1 Nemesis, daughter of Nox, and by some supposed to be the same with 
Leda, was intrusted with the care of avenging all manner of impieties, but 
especially those committed against the dead. It was in this latter char- 
acter that Adrastus, in his second expedition to Thebes, to avenge the re- 
fusal of burial to his son-in-law Polynices, erected a temple to her. The 
Greeks also celebrated a feast in her honor, called Nemesia. 

^ Hermann refers to Matth. Gr. Gr. ^ 524, for the construction of this 
passage, defending the common reading against Monk's remarks in Mus. 
Grit. 

^ Brunck's reading Jtaaofi* is an elision unknown to the tragic dialogue : 
^vvoiKoc laofiaL may be read, according to Hermann, with a hiatus : he 
himself reads elaei/LL' ; Monk and others, kaofiai ^vvoiKog. ^*Sed transpo- 



819—844] ELECTRA. 137 

friendless will I wither away life. Wherefore, let any of those 
within slay me, if he be offended, since 'tis pleasure if I die, 
pain if I live, and for life I have no wish. 

Ch. Where can be the thunderbolts of Jove,^ or where the 
beaming sun, if looking on these things they silently hide 1^ 

El. O! O! alas! alas! 

Cn. My child, why weepest thou ? 

El. Alas! 
, Ch. Sob not thus violently. 
4 El. Thou wilt kill me. 

Ch. How? 

El. If thou shalt suggest a hope for those who have mani- 
festly sunk into the grave, thou wilt the rather trample on me 
wasting^away. 

Ch. I did it, for that I know that royal Amphiaraus was 
ensnared by stealth in the golden- wreathed fetters of a woman,^ 
and now beneath the earth — 

El. O! alas! alas! 

Ch. Immortal he reigns. * 

El. Alas! 

Ch. Alas, indeed ! for she deathful-^ 

El. Was over-mastered ? 

nendi ratio, hodie est instar acuti cultri in manibus puerorum," — ^Henn.— 
Tr. But Dindorf retains iaaofi*. — B. 

^ " These four lines must be restored to the Chorus, whose claim to 
them is irrefragable. They insinuate a ground of hope for Electra, to 
which she alludes in v. 833. The exclamations in v. 827 are Electra's/ 
— -Mus. C^it. i. 204. 

' This word is with peculiar fitness applied to the sun : 

Aeivov ydp Oepv aide (36ec kcU l<l>ia /i^hi, 
'He^fov, og ttuvt* ki^opg, koI ttuvt' knoKovei. 

Od. xii. 322. 

' The story of Amphiaraus bears a resemblance to that of Agamemnon. 
He was the son of Oicleus, and the greatest soothsayer of h^ tune. Fore- 
seeing the fatal issue of the Theban war, he would have declined assist* 
ing Polynices, and hid himself for some tkne, but was betrayed by his 
wife Eriphyle, whom Polynices had bribed with a golden necklace, and 
who, like Clytemnestra, fell by her son's hsmd. Although Homer has 
assigned the chief place among deceased prophets to Tiresias, it is cer- 
tain that high honors were paid to Amphiaraus after death, at Oropus in 
Attica, where he had a temple. — Tr. So uva^ is applied to Tiresias in 
GEd.Tyr. 304. On Amphiaraus cf Pindar 01. VI. 21. Apollodor. III. 
6, 2. His oracle is mentioned by Cicero de Div. I. 40. Minutius FeliXf 
Oct. ^ 26. Athenagoras, legat. p. 139. — B. 
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Ch. Yes. 

El. I know it, I know it ; for a careful friend arose to him 
in sorrow; but to me there is no longer any, for he who yet 
existed is torn away and gone. 

Ch. Wretched, thou hast a wretched fate. 

El. I too am conscious, too conscious of this by a life which 
every month sweeps in a mass of many things grievous and de- 
testable.^ 

Ch. We know all that thou bewailest. 

El. No more, no more now mislead me, where no more^ — 

Ch. What sayest thou *? 

El. Are present the aids ot hopes of kindred blood and high 
ancestry.3 

Ch. Death is natural to all mankind. 

El. What, and in the rivalry of swift steeds thus to be en- 
tangled in the reins, like him wretched ? 

Ch. The misfortune is inconceivable. 

El. How should it not? if in a foreign land without my 
hands — 

Ch. O heavens ! • 

El. He was inumed, having met with neither sepulture nor 
dirge from us. 

Chr. With joy, my best beloved, I speed me hither,* dis- 
missing decorum, to hasten with alacrity ; for I bring both joys 
and respite from the ills which before now thou didst cherish 
and sigh over. 

El. But hence couldst thou discover a consolation of my 
troubles, a remedy whereof it is impossible to find ? 

Chr. Our Orestes is at hand, be sure of this, hearing it of 
me, as certainly as thou lookest on me. 

El. What ! art thou frantic, wretch, and mockest thine own 
woGS and mine ? 

* If Hermann's reading, alcJvL, be here adopted for uxecjv (as irafifijjvcfi 
iravavpTG) can not well stand for substantives, if without the article), the 
reader may compare Hermann's explanation, trdvavpTog ndai /xTjaiy with 
Thucyd. 2, 44, hevdatjuovf/GaL re kol ivreTievrfjGaL tov ^lov. 

^ Johnson, and after him Brunck, unaccountably translates the word 
napayuyyc by soleris, to which Musgrave with reason objects, and ren- . 
ders it demulceas verbis, decipias. 

^ dpuyai, Hermann, from the scholiast. 

* Much of the beauty of this scene is lost to us in the closet ; on the 
stage its effect must have been wonderful. 
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Chr. No, by my father's hearth, I speak not this in insult, 
but that he is at hand to us. 

El. Ah me ! unhappy ! and from whom of men hearing this 
tale, believest thou this fondly 1 

Chr. From myself and none else, having seen sure proofe, I 
believe this tale. 

El. What proof having beheld, unhappy girl! looking on 
what, say, art thou heated with this fever of the soul past 
curet^ 

Chr. Now, by the gods, listen, that, having learned of me, 
thou mayest call me henceforth either sensible or senseless. 

El. Nay, then, do thou say on, if thou in speaking hast any 
pleasure. 

Chr. Well then, I tell thee all that I behold. For when 
T came to my father s ancient tomb, I see from the top of the 
mound fresh-running streams of milk, and my sire's grave 
garlanded all around with every flower that grows. But 
having seen this I began to feel wonder, and gaze around, 
lest haply any mortal be stealing close upon me. But when 
I saw the whole spot tranquil, I crept nearer the tomb, and 
at the edge of the pile I discern a fresh-cropped lock of hair.^ 
And the instant I hapless discovered it, an accustomed fancy 
strikes upon my soul, that I was looking on this a memorial 
of 'Orestes, the dearest of mankind, and raising it in my hands, 
I speak not words of ill omen, but for joy have mine eyes 
filled instantly with tears.^ And now, too, equally as then, I 

^ The same epithet is applied to the madness of Ajax : 
*' 'Eyc5 a^' dTzeipyo, 6va(j)6f)ovg kif dfi/jiaai 
Tvu/Liag pakovaay T^g uvijKeaTov ;^;a/)df." — v, 51. 
^ Schaefer conjectured wvp^. Retain the genitive and joiti it with <Jpc3, 
a summo tumulo conspicio cincinnunif according to the Greek fashion of 
measurement, not from the spectator to the object seen, but the reverse. 
See also v. 882. — Herm. 

' Brunck translates this, vocem quidem compressij evidently considering 
00 dva<l)i]ficj as equivalent to eix^rjfuCi in its second sense. But Potter, 
with greater reason gives it thus : 

" And from mine eyes gushed tears: account not these 
Omens of ill, for they were tears of joy." 
Chrysothemis, with the natural anxiety of a Greek bringing good tidings, 
explains away a circumstance which might change their nature, even be- 
fore she states what that circumstance was. But that it was considered 
in general of ill omen, we learn from Homer, Od. B. XX. — Tb. Apu- 
leius Met. p. 107, cd. Elm. : " ut lacrvmse sspicule de gaudio prodeunt, ita 
et in ilio nimio pavorc risum nequivi contincrc." — B. 
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am sure that this ornament could come from none but him. 
For to whom is this a natural duty, save at least to thee and 
me? And I did it not, this I well know, nor again didst 
thou. For how shouldst thou, to whom at least it is not per- 
mitted with impunity to quit this roof even to [worship] the 
gods ? But of my mother, too, neither is the spirit wont to 
. act thus, nor had she done it unobserved : no, these marks of 
respect are from Orestes. Come, my dear sister, take courage. 
To the same persons the selfsame genius is not always present. 
But ours was ere now detestable, yet haply the present day 
will be the confirmation of many good things. 

El. Alas! how do I long since pity thee for thy infatua- 
tion ! 

Chr. But what is it *? do I not speak this to thy delight ? 

El. Thou knowest neither whither on earth nor whither in 
thought thou art hurried. 

Chr. But how know I not that at least which I saw plainly? 

El. He is dead, miserable woman ; and all protection to 
thee from him is vanished ; look not to him at least. 

Chr. Unhappy me ! from whom of men hast thou heard 
this? 

El. From one who was near at hand when he perished. 

Chr. And where is this man ? amazement comes over me. 

El. Within, acceptable, and not displeasing to my mother. 

Chr. Unhappy me ! and from whom among men could 
have been the many funeral offerings at my father's tomb ? 

El. I am most led to believe that some one placed them 
there as memorials of the deceased Orestes. 

Chr. Ah ill-fortuned ! while with joy I bringing such a tale 
was hastening, not knowing, I am sure, in what woe we were 
plunged !^ But now, when I have come, I find the previously- 
existing evils, and fresh ones also. 

El. Thus it is with thee ; but if thou wilt be persuaded by 
me, thou shalt lighten the weight of thy present affliction. 

Chr. What, shall I ever raise the dead ? 

El. That at least is not what I said, for I was not bom so 
senseless. 

Chr. What then dost thou require, to which I can pledge 
myself. 



1 », 



"Apa est ergOj quod hie in media oratione cum dolore additum. — Henn. 
ad Aj. 1005. 
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El. That thou take heart to execute what I shall advise. 

Chr. Nay, if there be any profit in it at least, I will not re- 
ject it from me. 

, El. Observe, without trouble, be sure, nothing is success- 
ful. 

Chr. I do observe. I will lend aid in aU whereunto I have 
strength. 

El. Hear then now, in what way I have planned to effect 
it. Thou too art surely aware that present countenance of 
friends there is none to us, but Hades has taken and deprived 
us of them, and we are left alone. ^ I at least, while I heard 
that my brother was flourishing in life, maintained hopes that 
he would one day come as avenger of my father's murder ;2 
but now, since he is no more, I therefore turn to thee, that 
with me thy sister thou wilt not be reluctant to slay the per- 
petrator of our father's murder, -^gisthus. For I must con- 
ceal nought from thee any longer. Since how long wilt thou 
continue slothful? with a view to what ferther rational hope? 
who hast cause to sigh being deprived of the possessing of 
thy sire's wealth, and cause to sorrow, so long a time growing 
old unwedded and unbetrothed. And do not any longer hope 
that you will ever obtain these things. For ^gisthus is not 
so imprudent a man as ever to suffer thy progeny or mine 
to spring up, an evident annoyance tp himself.^ But if thou 
be induced by my counsels, first thou wilt reap the praise of 
piety from thy father in the grave, and also from thy brother', 
and then as thou wast bom, thou wilt be called hereafter 
free, and wilt gain thyself a worthy marriage. For every 
one is wont to have regard to what is virtuous. But in the 
report at least seest thou not what high renown' thou wilt at^ 
tach to thyself and to me by being persuaded by me I For 

^ Hermann here defends the first person dual against Elmsley and 
Monk ; it is found once only in Homer, II. "J'. 485, where Elmsley pro- 
posed to read Trepidijfiead', once besides this place in Sophocles, at Phil. 
1079, where also Hermann has retained the dual : 

" Observa, iEgistho, non etiam matri, necem parare Electram." — H. 

^ UpuKTup is properly the exactor of retribution. 

^ Thuc. ni. 40. Ma^iara dk ol firj ^dv npwjtdaei tivH kcuc&c iroiovvTec 
FTre^EpXovrat ical dtoATivvTai, tov Kivdvvov {^^opufievoi tov {firoTieiTrofievov 
'X^pov. " Non putom rcspexisse Sophoclem versum parsemiacum vrjirio^ 
be; naripa Kreivac naldag KaTa?i€i7roij ut Schaefero videbatur in Melet 
Crit. p. 1,2U."— Herm. 
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who of townsmen or strangers beholding us will not welcome 
us with applauses such as these ? " Behold, friends, these two 
sisters, that saved their father's house, that of their lives un- 
sparing, took the lead in slaying their foes who once were 
high in station ; these ought we to love, these ought all to 
venerate, these all to honor, both at the festivals and in the 
,' tales' popular assembUes, in reward of their courage."^ 
Thus, be sure, will every man proclaim of us, that glory shall 
Uiil us not, alive or dead. But, my beloved, be persuaded, 
join in toiling for thy father's sake, in laboring for thy 
brother's, respite me from misery, respite thyself, being 
assured of this, that *' basely to live is base for the nobly 
bom." 

Ch. In words like these precaution is a help both to the 
speaker and hearer. 

CiiR. Yet before she spake, ladies, had she chanced to be 
other than perverse of thought, she had preserved that caution, 
even as she doth not preserve it. For w^hither possibly turn- 
ing thine eyes, art thou at once arming thyself with such 
daring, and callest on me to support thee ? Seest thou not 1 
thou wert born a woman, and no man, and art in power less 
strong than thine opponents. But to them is destiny daily- 
propitious, while to us it is retrograde, and comes to nought.^ 
Who then, plotting to ensnare such a man, shall be let off 
unpained by calamity? Beware lest faring badly we work 
ourselves weightier evils, if any one shall hear these words. 

^ " Notwithstandinir the decent reservedness of female manners in an- 
ciont Greece, the virgins were not only allowed to be present at certain 
rcliirious solemnities, but their attendance was necessary : they formed a 
distinguished part in the sacred processions, and were led by some virgin 
of the highest rank." — Potter. In Spain, where the strictness of female 
confinement outdoes even that of ancient Greece, the same license is al- 
lowed on the festivals of particular saints. 

^ The d«Tmon, which in Socrates supplied the office of common sense, 
was considered by the ancients as a being of an intennediate order be- 
tween God and man ; being synonymous with the genii (perhaps origin- 
ally with the giants), and therefore sprung from earth {yy) previously to 
the creation of man ; they were supposed to control by their influence the 
fortunes of the human race, each of which had his particular guardian 
power, who knew {AaTjfJuv) all his actions, and furthered or prevented his 
purposes. From this probably was modified the Rosicrucian system. — 
Tu. Those nMiiarks are misapplied. No allusion to guardian genii is in- 
tended, and dalftuv^ as almost every where in the Tragedians, means for- 
tune. — B, 
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For it neither profits nor assists us aught, having gained an 

honorable fume, to perish with infamy ; for 'tis not death that 
is most hateful, but when one longing to die then have not 
power to obtain it. But I conjure thee, ere we perish utterly 
in complete destruction, and desolate our race, repress thy pa»> 
sion. And what haa been said 1 will preserve for thee, undi- 
vulged as ineffectual ; but do thou thyself at least after so long 
a time take thought, since thou hast no power to submit to thy 
superiors.' 

Ch. lie persuaded. There exists not to man a profit more 
desirable to gain than forethought and wisdom of mind. 

El. Thou hast said nothing unlocked for ; nay, I well knew 
thou wouldst reject what i proposed. But by me alone and 
ungle-handed must this deed be dune ; for positively I will not 
leave it unassayed at least. 

Che, Alas! would thou had been such in spirit when our 
father fell ; for thou wouldst have accomplished all. 

El, Nay, I was nalurally at least sudi, but at that lime of 
weaker j udgment. 

Chb. Practice to continue such in mind throughout life. 

El. As not purposing to co-operate with me thou adviseat 
thus. 

Che. Tea, for it is likely that one who takes in hand to 
vmrk ill will fare iil. 

El. I envy thee thy prudence, but abhor thy cowardice. 

CiiR. I £iun must hear you, even when thou shalt commend 

Eu But think nol from me at least thou shalt ever meet 
with thb. 

Chr. Nay, future time is long enough to decide on thiB. 

El. Away, for there is in thee no help. 

Chr. There ia^ but thou hast not docility to leam it. 

El, Go and disclose all ttus to thy mother. I 

■■ 'A^V iiToeij' xpi TovTO ph/, yvvaix' iTC I 

•E^/iFv, (if jrpif (lulpar oi fiaxmfih/a- 
'Eirttra i' ohim' afixdiicad' is upeiaaovas. — Anl. v. 61. 
' Schot. lorai Kacpb;, Ste /tf c&pip^aeis. Potter makes tfae aentencs 
break off abruptly, wlucli aeomH conlrarj to tbe practice of tbo Greek 
poets, the connection being nowhere aftarwarJ resumed. Hermann 
ttanslateB it Ihufl : '■ Oporlebil ma audire tc etiam lauiianteni morca inccia," 
Monk, "SuBlinebo Ui oudire, etiamsi niutaa oralioncm et probas inores 
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Chr. Nay, I hace thee not with so great hatred. 

El. Well, then, think at least to what infamy thco art lead- 
ing me.^ 

Chr. Not infamy, but forethought for thyself. 

El. What ! must I then follow thine idea of justice ? 

Chr. Yes ; for when thou art in thy right mind, then shalt 
thou lead me. 

El. Truly 'tis hard, that one who speaks so well should 
err. 

Chr. Thou hast rightly stated the evil in which thou art 
implicated. 

El. But how ? do I not seem to thee to say this with just- 
ice? 

Chr. Yet there are cases where justice causes injury. 

El. By these rules I choose not to live. 

Chr. Yet if thou shalt so act, thou wilt commend me.^ 

El. Yet will I do it at all events, no ways frightened by 
thee. 

Chr. And is this certain, and wilt thou not re-deliberate? 

El. No, for nothing is more detestable than base delibera- 
tion. 

Chr. Methinks thou givest not a thought to aught I say. 

El. Long since, and not lately, hath this been resolved on 
by me. 

Chr. Then I will be gone, for neither canst thou endure to 
approve of my words, nor I of thy conduct. 

El. But go in ; for think not I shall ever follow thee, not 
even if thou chancedst to be very desirous, since even the pur- 
suit of shadows is the part of great folly. 

Cur. But if haply thou seemest to thyself to possess any 

- But Hermann, " Referuntur hsec ad prscedentia ut plena oratio sit, 
aX/C ovv liTLGTO) y kx^^dipovaa, ol fi' unfiiag dyeig : at sane te scias me 
odissepro co gradu contemtus, ad quern usque usque me despicisy Brunck's 
explanation he terms all but unintelligible. — Tr. Brunck seems right. 
Klectra complains that her sister, by not aiding in her plans of revenging 
her father's death, exposed her to the disgrace of seeming backwara in 
such a cause. — B. 

' That is, " Having made the attempt you intend, in the hour of pun- 
ishment (or failure) you will too late commend my prudence in declining 
to aid you." That this meaning must be given to the sentence is evident 
from Electra's answer. See also v. 1056. 
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sense, show your sense thus ; for when now thou shalt have 
set thy foot into troubles, thou wilt approve of my words. 

Ch. Why, beholding the birds of air, most feeling, busied 
in providing support for both those from whom they have 
sprung, and those from whom they have derived benefit, do 
we not equally practice this*!' But no, by Jove's lightning 
and heavenly Themis, long will they not be unpunished,^ O 
rumor of mankind that piercest earth, echo for me downward 
a lamentable cry to the Atridae beneath, fraught vnth joyless 
disgrace : that now their domestic afiairs are distempered, and 
that as concerns their children, a discordant strife no longer 
suffers them to meet in affectionate intercourse ; but abandon- 
ed, alone, sad Electra is agitated, ever sighing for a father, like 
the all-sorrowing nightingale, now utterly careless of death, 
nay, ready to quit the light, when she has destroyed the twin 
Fury. Who ever so noble could have arisen 1^ No one of 
noble state, in adversity, is willing nameless to debase its high 
renown, my child, my child, even as thou hast adopted a vile 
life of utter misery, warring down the dishonorable, to reap 
two benefits in one word, the reputation of being both wise 
and the best of children.* I pray thou mayest live in might 

^ Alluding to the filial afiection of the stork, and that bird only, as is 
OTident from the Birds of Aristophanes : 

*AXX i(7Tiv ijfuv Toiaiv bpviaiv vofiog 
naXaibgy iv Tolg tcjv ne/iopyciv Kvppeaiv 
kir^v 6 TzaTTjp 6 neXapybg kKirenjaifAOvg 
TzdvTag wotijay Todg neTiopyidelc Tpe^oVj 
del Toi)g veoTToi)g rbv irarepa nuXiv rpe^eiv. 

Aw. V. 1363. 

The rest of the feathered race are represented as killing their parents, 
which circumstance indeed brings the parricide to cloudcuckooburgh. 

^ " Quod Monkio placet, hoc dici scilicet at punientur liberi qui m>c qffi- 
cium negligunty id quum propter giavem illam Jovis et Themidis obtesta- 
tionem, quse frigida forct in tali s'intentia, non est verisimile, turn etiam 
propter dapov^ quod nisi ad CEgisthum et Clytemnestram spectaret, plan^ 
esset supervacaneum." — Herm. 

^ *' Camerarius sic vertit. In taXine fortuna fiorere queat ulla patema 
nobilitatis conscia ? Pari fere sensu Johnsonus : Quis bonis prognatus 
sic vivere sustineat ? Mihi versus enthusiastice a Choro proferri videtur, 
magnanimitatem Electrse miranti : Quis unquam adeo generosa extitit." — 
Musgrave. " When shall such hero live again 1" — Giaour. — Tb. " De- 
voted to her father." — Liddell, s. v. hirarpig. — B. 

* " Ita tu quoque illatabile commune fatum prahUisti, scelus armasUf 
ut duplicem ferres laudem^ simulque et sapiens et optima JUia dicerere 

G 



146 ELECTRA. [1091—1126. 

and opulence as much superior to thy foes as now thou dwell- 
est beneath their hands ; since I have found thee not indeed 
moving in a prosperous station, but observing the most excellent 
of those laws which flourish the highest, by thy piety to Jove, 

Or. Have we, ladies, been rightly informed, and are we 
rightly journeying whither we desire ? 

Cn. But what dost thou inquire of us, and with what wish 
art thou here *? 

Or. Long since am I asking for -^gisthus, where he dwells. 

Cn. Nay, then, both rightly art thou come, and thy inform- 
ant is blameless. 

Or. Who of you then would announce to those within the 
wished-for presence of our common feet.^ 

Ch. She will, if at least it befits the nearest relative to her- 
ald this. 

Or. Go, lady, within, and signify that certain men from 
Phocis are in quest of -^gisthus. 

El. Ah unhappy me! surely they can never bo bringing 
evident proofe of the report which we have heard ? 

Or. I know not the rumor thou hintest at, but the aged 
Strophius bade me bring tidings concerning Orestes. 

El. But what is it, stranger *? How fear steals upon mc ! 

Or. Bringing them in a narrow urn, we, as thou seest, con- 
vey the poor remains of him dead. 

El. Unhappy me ! this then is that now certain : it seems, 
I see my sorrow manifested. , 

Or. If at all thou weepest for Orestes' ill, know that this 
vase incloses his remains. 

El. O stranger, give it me now, if truly this vessel enshrines 
him, to hold in my hands, that I may weep and lament my- 
self and my whole race at once together with these ashes. 

Or. Bring it forward and give it her, whoever she is ; for 
not as in enmity at least to him she requests this, but being 
either some friend or by birth akin. 

Armare enim quum dicitur Electra scelus, id patet idem esse ac provocare 
ad dimicationem, cujus incertus est eventus, unde mortem ilia prsBoptasse 
dicitur." — Herm. 

* See V. 1358, upon which Franklin has the following note : " The ex- 
pression in the original is remarkable, TjdLarov Ix^v iroddv inrfpeTijuaf 
dulcissimum habens pedum ministerium ; not unlike that of the prophet 
Isaiah : ' How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth glad tidings !' " 
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El. O monument of him among mankind dearest to me,' 
relic of the living Orestes, with hopes how changed from those 
wherewith I once sent thee forth, do I receive thee back ! For 
now I bear thee in my hands, a nothing ; but from thy home, 
my boy, I sent thee blooming forth. How would I that had 
quitted life, ere with these hands having stolen, I dismissed 
thee to a foreign land, and rescued thee from murder, that 
thou on that day hadst lain a corpse, and shared a common 
portion of his tomb with thy father ! But now, far from thine 
home, and in a foreign land an exile, miserable hast thou 
perished, away from thy sister; nor with affectionate hands 
have I prepared the bath for thee,^ nor from the aU-consuming 
pyre borne away, as fitting, the hapless burden. No, but by 
stranger hands thou, hapless, cared for, art come a little freight 
in a little urn. Woe is me unhappy for my nurture of yore, 
unprofitable! wherein I oft engaged for thee with pleasing 
toil ! for never wert thou dearer to thy mother than to me ; 
nor were they within, but I, thy nurse, yes, I as a sister was 
ever accosted by thee. But now hath all this vanished in a 
single day with thee, no more ; yes, all hast thou with thee 
swept, and like a hurricane art passed away. My father is 
departed, I with thee am dead — thyself art dead and gone ; 

^ Aulus Gcllius, 7, 5, relates of Polus, a distinguished Athenian actor, 
already mentioned in a note at the beginning of the CEdipus Tyrannus, 
that not long before the acting of this play he had lost a much-loved and 
only son. Having to perform in the character of Electra, he brought his 
son's urn and ashes from their sepulchre on the stage, and thus turned a 
counterfeit into a real passion. — Herm. 

^ " The custom of washing the bodies of the dead is very ancieiit. This 
office was always performed by the nearest relations : Socrates, as we arc 
informed by Plato, washed himself before his execution, probably to pre- 
vent its being done by strangers : Alcestis likewise, in Euripides, after 
she had determined to die for her husband, washes herself * The Romans 
adopted this custom from the Greeks ; and we find the mother of Eurya- 
lus making the same complaint as Electra, 

*' Nee te tua funera mater 

Produxi, pressive oculos, aut vulnera lavi. 

Virg. ^n. IX."— Franklin.— Te. 

Cf Tibullus, I. 3, 3. "Me tenet ignotis ajgrum Phceacia terris. Ab- 
stineas avidas mors modo nigra manus. Abstineas, mors atra, precor; 
rion hie mihi mater, Qua; legat in moestos ossa perusta sinus. Non soror, 
Assyrios cineri qua; dedat odores, Et fleat efiusis ante sepulchra ^ornis.'^ 
See also Luceui. vii. 739. — B. 



148 ELECTRA. [1163—1176. 

but our foes laugh ; and our unmothered^ mother is frantic 
with delight; on whom thou oftentimes wouldst send me 
word in secret that thou wert on the point thyself to come an 
avenger. But this thine and my luckless destiny hath wrested 
from us, which hath sent thee to me thus, in place of a form 
most dear, ashes and unavailing shadow. Ah me, ah me ! O 
piteous corpse ! alas 1 alas ! O best beloved, brought on thy 
way most dreadful, ah me ! me ! how hast thou undone me, 
indeed undone me, mine own brother ! Wherefore admit thou 
me into this thy mansion, me a nothing, to a nothing, that 
with thee in the grave I may henceforward dwell; for as, 
when thou wert on earth, with thee I shared an equal fortune, 
so now in death I long not to fail of [sharing] thy tomb ; for 
I see not that the dead are pained.^ 

Cii. Thou art begotten of a mortal father, Electra, reflect ; 
and mortal is Orestes, wherefore sigh not too deeply, for to all 
to suffer this is owing. 

Or. Alas! alas! what shall I say! whither, at a loss for 
words, shall I betake me !^ For control my tongue can I no 
longer. 

El. But what grief didst thou feel *? wherefore happens it 
thou sayest this*? 

^ The general analogy of language, and the use of similar words by the 
best authors (as of " unfathered, unkinged," by Shakespeare, and " un- 
childed," in a sense corresponding to that of the Greek word here, by 
Bishop Hall), will, it is hoped, excuse this expression, though the trans- 
lator is not prepared to adduce any passage in its support. To those who 
think this too great a liberty, the translation of Savage in his first poem, 
" O mother, yet no mother !" will be an acceptable reiuge from Franklin's 
or Potter's. 

^ Brunck translates this " mortuos cnim dolore covflictari non videos 
Franklin, " the dead are free from sorrows." Potter, 

»' The dead are free 

From all the various woes of mortal life." 
The two latter did not, it appears, consider it as any thing more than a 
general sentiment. The translator is rather inclined to suppose it a re- 
proach, though "clerkly couched," to the shade of Agamemnon, the 
ebullition of despair at the neglect of all her prayers and the frustration 
of all her hopes. — Tr. With the preceding words compare Antig. 897, 
sqq. — B. 

^ " 'kfirix<ivCjv. Malim sic, ut sit participium, vulgo ufirixdvav ab 
u/ir/;\;avo^\" — Musgrave. Which Brunck confirms (see his note) on au- 
thority. " BenC; mea sententia, modo ne pravam interpunctionem adje- 
cisset. Nam, ut recte monet Monkius, irol Tioyuv jungenda sunt, qui 
tamen addere debebat ad eumdeni genitivura etiam participium ufiijxovuv 
referendum esse." — Herm. 
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Or. Is this of thine the illustrious form of Electra 1 

El. This is that person, and in most woeful plight. 

Or. Then woe is me for this sad mischance. 

El. Wherefore, stranger, can it be, that thou thus sighest 
over me? 

Or. O form, in disgraceful and unholy sort impaired ! 

El. It can be none else but me, surely, O stranger, that 
thou deplorest. 

Or. Alas for thy marriageless and ill-fated life ! 

El. . For what possible reason, stranger, canst thou thus 
gazing on me be mourning ? 

Or. How truly nothing had I known of my miseries I 

El. In what that has been spoken hast thou discerned this? 

Or. Beholding thee conspicuous for thy many griefs. 

El. And yet thou seest at least but few of mine ills. 

Or. And how could there ever exist more hateful than these 
to look on ? 

El. For that I am an inmate with the assassins. 

Or. With whose ? Whence this evil thou didst mention ? 

El. My father's. Nay, more, to them perforce I slave. 

Or. Why, who of mankind impels thee forward to this ne- 
cessity 1^ 

El. My mother she is called ; but with a mother hath 
nought in common. 

Or. Perpetrating what ? with violence, or with penury of 
living *? 

El. With violence, with penury, with every ill. 

Or. And is there none at hand who will aid thee, and pre- 
vent her ? 

El. None indeed ; for him I had, hast thou brought hither 
in ashes. 

Or. Ah hapless ! how long since beholding do I pity thee ! 

El. Know that of mankind thou alone hast compassionated 
me now at last. 

Or. Yes, for I alone come in pain for thy woes. 

* Hermann somewhat diiferently : " dvdyKy ryde non est dativas, idem 
significans quod elg dvdyKijv T^vde^ sed ablativus : Quis te mortalium hoc 
serviendi necessitate cogit 1 Quod exquisitius dictum pro, quis tihi hanc 
necessitatem imponit 1 'kydyKy irpoTpi'irei idem est quod avayKa^ei : et 
quum Tavra dicere deberct, pronomen ad nomen uvdyKy accommodavit, 
ut solent." — Tr. Hermann is right. Translate : " what man rules thee 
under this slave's lot 1" — B. 
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El. Thou surely art not come from some quarter akin to 
me? 

Or. I would tell thee, if the presence of these be friendly. 

El. It is friendly, so that thou wilt speak before the 
trusty. 

Or. Give up this urn now, that thou mayest learn the 
whole. 

El. Nay truly, by the gods, deal not thus with me, 
stranger. 

Or. Be persuaded as I say, and then never wilt thou err. 

El. Not, by thy beard' I pray thee, bereave me not of 
what I hold most dear. 

Or. I can not consent to let thee. 

El. Ah me unhappy for thee, Orestes, if I am to be de- 
prived of thy tomb ! 

Or. Speak auspiciously, for not with reason dost thou 
mourn. 

El. How mourn I not with reason my dead brother? 

Or. It suits thee not with these words to accost him.^ 

El. Am I thus unworthy of the dead ? 

Ok. Unworthy of no one. But this is not thy part. 

El. At least, if this that I bear is the body of Orestes. 

Or. It is not Orestes', except in tale at least worked up. 

El. But where is the tomb of him unhappy ? 

Or. It is not ; for the living has no tomb. 

El. How hast thou said, young man *? 

Or. Nought that I say is falsehood. 

El. What, lives the man ? 

Or. If at least I am alive. 

El. How, art thou he? 

Or. Having inspected this my father's seal,^ ascertain if I 
speak truth. 

* " By thy beard." This was a frequent adjuration among the ancients, 
as the beard was an object of great care, and the loss of it esteemed a 
great disgrace, as in the case of David's messengers to Hanun. In the 
Arabian Nights there is a proclamation in which the loss of the beard is 
a threatened penalty for failing to expound certain difficulties. 

• Potter translates this, *' Thy state it suits not thus to speak." Brunck, 
"iVoTi ie decet ista loqui." But the word irpoG(f>o)ve v seems to require 
that its preposition be more fully marked, besides that it makes the dis- 
covery more gradual, which is clearly Orestes' aim. 

^ " What this mark was, has greatly puzzled the commentators. The 
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El. O day most welcome I 

Or. Most welcome, I join to witness. 

El. O voice, art thou come ?. 

Or. No more inquire elsewhere. 

El. Hold I thee in my hands ? 

Or. So mayest thou ever henceforth hold me.^ 

El. O dearest women, O my countrywomen, you see Orestes 
here, in artifice deceased, but now by artifice preserved. 

Ch. We see, my child, and at thy fortune the tear of glad- 
ness steals from mine eyes. 

Eu O offspring, oflfepring of persons to me most dear, at 
length art thou come ! thou hast found, thou hast come, thou 
bast looked on those thou didst desire. 

Or. We are here ; but tarry, keeping silence. 

El. But wherefore this ? 

Or. Better be silent, lest one from within hear us. 

El. But no, by the ever virgin Diana, this will I never 
deign, to dread the useless load of women that ever abides 
within.2 

Or. Yet see now at least how even in women warlike dar- 
ing exists: thou surely having experienced this, knowest it 
full well. 

El. Alas ! alas ! thou hast introduced unclouded a calami- 
ty never to be remedied, never to be forgotten, such as was 
ours.^ 

Or. I know this also ; but when occasion shall prompt, then 
must we call to mind these deeds. 

El. All times,^ all times were to me fitting as they passed 

scholiasts, whose conjectures arc generally whimsical, will needs have it 
to be some remains of the ivory shoulder (vid. Find. Olymp. I.) of Pelops 
which was visible in all his descendants, as those of Cadmus were mark- 
ed with a lance, and the Seleucidae with an anchor. Camerarius, and 
aflcr him Brumoy, call it a ring or seal, which indeed is the most natural 
interpretation of the Greek word a<ppaytg : though it may be said, in sup- 
port of the other opinion, that the natural or bodily mark was more cer- 
tain, and therefore a better proof of identity in regard to the person of 
Orestes." — Franklin. 

* Hermann, however, for uf reads cl>f . — ^Tr. And so Bind. — B. 

^ '' Sensus est, hanc quidem non dignam kabebo quam metuam Clytem- 
nestras nimiam semper severitatem." — Herm. Let th^ reader choose. • 

^ uve<f>eXov kTzePaXeg are to be construed together ; Ai/ao/cevov pas- 
sively. 

*• Thus in Philoctetes, when Ncoptolemus says he will sul on the first 
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to denounce with justice this ; for scarcely now have I freedom 
of speech. 

Or. I too agree with thee, wherefore keep this in mind. 

Eu By doing what? 

Or. Where it is unseasonable, wish not to speak at length. 

Eu Who, then, when thou hast appeared, would thus 
change their words for silence, at least of any worth? since 
now I have beheld thee, unpromised, as unhoped for. 

Or. Then didst thou behold me, when the gods urged me 
to return.^ 

El. Thou hast told me a joy yet higher than my former, if 
heaven hath impelled thee to our abodes : I count this a thing 
of heaven's sending. 

Or. In part, I am reluctant to repress thy joy ; in part, I 
fear thy being too much overcome by rapture. 

El. O thou that thus hast deigned in length of time to show 
thyself with welcome approach to me, do not, I pray, having 
seen me thus deep in misery — 

Or. What must I not do ? 

El. Rob me not of my joy at thy countenance, that I give 
it up.2 

Or. Nay, I were enraged to see it even in others.^ 

El. Dost thou consent ? 

Or. How should I not ? 

El. My friends, I have heard the voice I never could have 
hoped to hear. I was cherishing a voiceless passion, wretched 
as I was, not even hearing the news with a shriek.* But 
now I have thee ; and thou hast dawned upon me with most 

favorable breeze, but that the wind is then adverse to them, Philoctetes 
replies, 

del KaXbg irXovg loGt orav devyyc KOKii. 

' Hermann supposes some such verse as the following to have been 
lost from this place : 

avTol yeytJTFg T7/gde r/jg odov /SpaP^g. 

^ Construe tjSovuv with aTrotrrepTJc^g. " Graeci, cum verba duo, diver- 
sos casus regentia, ad idem iiomen seque referantur, ne nomen proprium 
aut pronomen minus suaviter repetatur, in utrovis regimine semel ponunt, 
altero omisso." — Pors. ad Med. 734. Hermann justly, therefore, wonders 
that Porson should have altered the accusative here into udovdv. Of 
unoGTepelv with a double accus. see Matt. Gr. Gr. $ 412. 

^ That is, "Were I to see any other attempting to rob thee of that joy." 

* This beautifully expresses the depth of Electra's misery at the tidings 
of her brother's death ; for as Malcolm observes to Macduff, 
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dear aspect, which I never could have forgotten even in 
misery. 

Or. This overflow of words dismiss, and tell me neither how 
wicked is my mother, nor how -^I^sthus drains the riches of 
my father's house, ^ and part he wastes, and part he idly 
squanders; for this thy tale would obstruct the timely occa- 
sion ; but what will suit me best at the present season, instruct, 
where showing, or concealing ourselves, we may by this our 
journey quell our insulting foes. But so [beware] that thy 
mother shall not find thee out by thy cheerful countenance, as 
we enter the palace, but, as for the calamity falsely announced, 
lament ; for when we shall have succeeded, then will be our 
time to rejoice, and freely laugh.^ 

El. But, O my brother, since thus it pleases thee, so shall 
my pleasure also be ; since the joys I have received, I have so, 
deriving them from thee, and not mine own. And not by 
paining thee even a little would I choose myself to obtain a 
great advantage; for thus I were not duly obedient to our 
present good genius. But thou knowest all from hence ; Low 
shouldst thou not? hearing that ^Egisthus is hot within, but 
my mother is at home, whom never dread thou, that she shall 
see my countenance glowing with a smile ; for both mine an- 
cient hatred hath sunk deep into me,^ and since I have looked 
on thee I shall never cease shedding tears of joy. For how 
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-The grief that docs not speak, 



Whispers the o'erfraught heart, and bids it break." 

Hence Sophocles with the same idea makes Jocasta in (Edipus, and the 
queen in Antigone, quit the stage in silence ; upon which latter occasion 
the Chorus says, on being asked by the messenger what Eurydice*s sor- 
row may mean, 

" I know not, but a silence so reserved 
Imports some dread event : such are my thoughts ; 
A clamorous sorrow wastes itself in sound." 

Hermann understands the passage very differently : " Nequo dubitari 
potest, quin dvavdov oidi avv poq, KXvovaa ad vocem hanc referendum 

sit, quam obticuisse mortuo Oreste acceperat Electra Facile con- 

jicias dg Jtaxov bpydv, vel av . . . . Id non cum bpydv sed cum ahduv 
conjungi deberet, hac constructione uv dvavdov oidl crbv ^og, KT^-vovaa 
laxov aifddv." 

^ Homer mentions the seduction of Clytemnestra, and luxurious inda 
lence of ^gisthus, at large in his Odyssey, B. III. 

^ Exactly the old saw : " Let them laugh that win." — B. 

^ Literally, " hath melted like wax into me." 

G2 
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how should I cease, who in a single journey have beheld thee 
both dead and alive ? Yes, thou hast dealt unexpectedly with 
me ; so that were my father to come to me alive, no longer 
should I account it a prodigy, but believe I saw him. When 
then in such a way thou comest to me, lead thou, as thou art 
minded ; since I alone had not failed of two things, for either 
I had nobly delivered myself, or nobly perished. 

Or. I recommend thee to be silent, since I hear some one 
of those within proceeding as on his way out. 

El. Enter ye, strangers, especially as bringing what none 
might reject from his house, nor be glad to receive within it.^ 

Att. O utterly senseless and blasted in understanding! 
What, have ye not longer any care for your life ? or have ye^ 
no inborn prudence in you, that, although no longer on the 
verge, but in the very midst of the greatest dangers, ye know 
it not 1 But had not I chanced long since to be watching at 
this portal, your schemes had been wdthin the house before 
your persons ; but now I have exerted precaution against this. 
And now having bid adieu to protracted converse, and this in- 
satiate clamor of delight, get ye privately within, since to de- 
lay is in such cases harm, but the crisis requires one to have 
done with it.^ 

Or. How then arc matters from thence with me if I enter t 

Att. Well ; for it chances that no one knows thee. 

Or. Thou hast reported, I suppose, that I am dead ? 

Att. Know now, that, here a man, thou art one of those in 
Hades.3 

^ This speech of Electra, as several of those she afterward addresses 
to iEgisthus, is craftily ambiguous, in obedience to Orestes' instructions 
at V. 1296. 

^ Brunck translates this, " urget autem occasio ret gercnda ;" and 
Johnson, " tempus autem ipsum jam instat exsequendi ;" but as the verb 
uTraHuaaofiai occurs just above, there seems no reason to alter its sense 
immediately afterward. Of course the expression may be considered as 
relating either to their " ridding themselves of the business by executing 
it," or to their bidding a temporary adieu to each other : on these the 
reader must decide for himself. — Tr. I think the phrase I have adopted 
the most literal, and also the most correct to the sense. The same thing 
is expressed in v. 21 : cjg hravO* Iva Ovk ^ot* It SkvcIv KaipbCj ciAA' ip- 

yiOV UKflTJ. — B. 

^ I have some doubts whether greater stress should not be laid upon 
Mudsj and the words construed thus : fidvOav' elc wv dv^p ruv kv 
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Or. Arc they then glad at this? or what are their senti- 
ments ? 

Att. When all these things are finished, I would tell thee ; 
but as things now go all is well with them, even what is not 
weU.i 

El. Who is this, my brother ? tell me, by the gods. 

Or. Knowest thou not ? 

El. At least I bring him not to mind. 

Or. Knowest thou not into whose hands thou once didst 
deliver me ? 

El. To whom ? How sayest thou 1 

Or. By whose hands I was privately conveyed to the Pho- 
cian's land, by thy forethought. 

El. What *? is this he, whom once alone of many I found 
faithful at the time of my father's murder P 

Or. This is he ; question me with no more words. 

El. O dearest light ! O sole preserver of Agamemnon's 
house, how hast thou come *? what, art thou he who saved him 
and me from many a woe 1 O dearest hands ! O thou that 
hast the most welcome service of the feet P How thus long 
present to me didst thou elude, nor disclose thyself to me, 
but didst destroy me in words, bearing deeds most pleasant to 
me *? Hail, my father, for a father I seem to behold ; O hail ! 
But know that thee of all men I most abhorred, most loved, in 
a single day. 

Att. Methinks it is enough ; since for the tale* that inter- 
venes, many a night and day as long revolves, which shall 
explain all this clearly to thee, Electra. But I advise you at 
least that stand here, that now is the season for action ; now 
Clytemnestra is alone ; now there is not a man within ; but 
if ye shall delay, bethink you that ye will have to battle with 
both these and other foes, more crafty and more numerous 
than these. 

'AiSov hOddsy *' know, that thou art an inhabitant of Hades, as far Oi 
ikose here are a whit the rmser" i. e., you're dead, for all they know.-^B. 
' t. e. the conduct of Clytemnestra and iEgisthus. 

* " Faithful found, 
Among the faithless, faithful only he." 

' See note on v. 1104. 

♦ C£ " Two Gentlemen of Verona," Act 2, sc. 4 : 

" Please you I'll tell you as we pass along. 
That you will wonder what hath fortuned." — B. 
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Or. No more of lengthened discourse to us, O Py lades, doth 
this work admit of, but with all speed to haste within, having 
saluted the paternal abodes of the deities, as many as dwell in 
his vestibule. 1 

El. O King Apollo, favorably hear them, and with them 
me, who many a time indeed with suppliant hand, and such 
store as I possessed, have stood before thee. But now, Ly- 
caean Apollo, with such as I have, I beg, I fall before thee, 
I implore thee ; be thou a willing abettor to us in these de- 
signs, and show mankind what reward, the price of impiety, 
the gods bestow. 

Cn. Behold where Mars spreads forth, breathing the blood 
of sad strife. Even now are entering beneath the palace roof 
the hounds that follow after evil villainies, from whom is no 
escape -^ wherefore not much longer will the presage of my 
soul continue in suspense. For the stealthy-footed avenger 
of the dead is brought within the house, to the dwelling of 
his father teeming with ancient wealth, having upon his hands 
blood newly shed -^ and the son of Maia* Mercury conducts 
him, in darkness burying his guile, to the very boundary, nor 
longer tarries. 

El. O ladies, most beloved, the men will forthwith accom- 
plish the deed ; but wait it in silence. 

' Thus Philoctetes, by the desire of NeoptolemuSf salutes the tutelary 
guardians of his dreary abode when on the point of quitting Lemnos. 

^ Hermann understands this of Orestes and Pylades. 

^ Hermann has dissipated the clouds of the grammarians respecting 
aiiia in the sense of sword, by showing that the metre requires vtoKo- 
vijTov, from kevq. Cf. Eu. El. 1172. The verse is a double dochmaic. 

* " Mercury was the god of fraud and treachery, and called 662,10^^ or 
the deceiver ; to him therefore were attributed all secret schemes and ex- 
peditions, good or bad. The propriety of Mercury's peculiar assistance 
in this place may likewise be accounted for from his relation to Myrtilus, 
who was slain by Pelops.'* — Franklin. To which he might have added 
the personal slight that Mercury had received from .^gistbus. See 
Homer, Od. 1 : 

•* Hermes I sent^ while yet his soul remained 
Sincere from royal blood, and faith profaned ; 
To warn the wretch that young Orestes, grown 
To manly years, should reassert the throne ; 
Yet impotent of mind, and uncontroU'd, 
He plunged into the gulf which heaven foretold " 

Pope's Trans 2 49 
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Ch. How then 1 What do they now 1 

El. She is preparing a cauldron for the burial, but they are 
standing close by her. 

Ch. And wherefore hast thou hurried out ? 

El. To watch that -3ilgisthus may not escape us on return- 
ing within. 

[Clytemnestra from within.'] Oh! oh! alas! alas! Oh dwell- 
ings, destitute of friends, but fiiU of the destroyers ! 

El. Some one shrieks within. Hear ye not, my friends t^ 

Ch. I unhappy heard what was not fit to be beard, so that I 
shuddered. 

Cly. Unhappy me ! TKgisthus, where canst thou be f 

El. Hark ! again some one cries aloud. 

Cly. My son, my son, pity her that bore thee. 

El. But not by thee was he pitied, nor the father that be- 
gat him. 

Ch. O city, O race ill-fated! now destiny day after day 
wastes thee, wastes thee ! 

Cly. Ah me, I am stricken ! 

El. Strike, if thou hast strength, a double stroke. 

Cly. Woe is me again and again ! 

El. Would it were likewise woe to TKgisthus. 

Ch. The curses are fulfilled ; they that lie beneath the earth 
are alive ; for the long since dead are secretly shedding the co- 
pious-streaming blood of those that slew them. And now in- 
deed they are here, and their gory hand is dripping with the 
first sacrifice to Mars ; yet can I not speak X^ 

^ " Dacier puts these words into the mouth of one of the women that 
compose the Chorus ; because (says he) Electra would never have said 
' soTTie one cries out,* as she knew it must be Clytemnestra. The reader 
may take his choice in regard to this alteration. I have left it as it stands 
in the original, being a matter of no great consequence." Thus Frank- 
lin ; neither he nor the French critic seeming aware that rig in this pas- 
sage no more implies ignorance of the person, than it does in many pas- 
sages of Aristophanes ; for instance, in the Ranie, w. 552, 601, 628, or 
than in St. Luke, c. viii. v. 46. 

^ Hermann reads ipeyeiv^ putting the^e lines into the mouth of the 
Chorus, and the following half verse, which he gives to Electra thus : 
'Opetrra, Trwf Kvpel 6e ; but to understand these words, oi& ix^ ^jfiyeiVy 
of the murder of Clytemnestra, would suit neither the character of the 
Chorus nor the time. Hermann has therefore referred them to 'Apeof, 
after which he puts a comma, and compares II. A. 539. — Tr. I have fol- 
lowed Dindorf — B. 
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El. Orestes, how is it ? 

Or. For what is within the palace, well, if well Apollo hath 
predicted. 

El. Is the wretched woman dead ? 

Ok. No longer fear that thy mother's spirit will ever insult 
thee. 

Cii. Have done, for I plainly perceive -Si^gisthus. 

El. Youths, will ye not retire hastily 1 

Or. Perhaps ye discern the man [coming] toward usf^ 

El. He from the suburb advances rejoicing. 

Cii. Go through the opposite doorway with all possible 
speed :2 now, having well-disposed of aU before, so [do] this 
again in tum.^ 

Or. Courage ; we will effect it. 

El. Hasten now, whither thou purposest. 

Or. Well, then, I am gone. 

El. The rest should be my care. 

Ch. It would be useful to whisper a few words at least as 
mildly as possible to this" man in his ear, that headlong he may 
rush into the covert strife of vengeance. 

^GiSTHUs. Who of you knows where the Phocian 
strangers can be, who, they say, bring us news that Orestes 
has lost his life amid the wrecks of the chariots t Thee, yes, 
thee, even thee I question, in time past so audacious, since I 
think thou, hast most care for it, and best knowest so as to tell 
me. 

El. I do know it ; for how should I not ? for else had I been 
stranger to a casualty of dearest import of all to me. 

^G. Where then may be the strangers ? instruct me. 

El. Within; for a friendly hostess have they encoun- 
tered.* 

.Mg. What, and reported they of his death as certain ? 

^ Orestes, elaopure irov rov av6(f ; and then Electra, ^^' Vfuv^ k r. X. 
So Hermann, who excepts the verb from the interrogation thus : " Ye see 
the man : where 1" 

^ '* Est uvTtdvpov locus in sdibus interior oppositus foribus. V . Lucian 
Alexandre 16; Hermsterh. App. Anim. p. 15." — Hermann. 

* dijade is to be understood. — Herm. 

* There is an intentional ambiguity in all Electra*s language here : 
Karrjvvaav^ upon which depends the genitive, has a double meaning of 
ihe preposition Kara : confccerunt [viam vel rem] kotu. — Herm. 
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El. Nay, but they have also shown it to sight, not in words 
only. 

^G. And is it for us to ascertain it as evident also ? 

El. It is indeed at hand, and a mobt unenviable specta- 
cle. 

^G. Verily thou hast bidden me rejoice much, not in thy 
wonted manner. 

El. Joy thou, if such as this is joy to thee. 

^G. I bid you to keep silence, and to throw open the 
gates for all Mycenae and Argos to behold,^ that if any among 
them was heretofore buoyed up with empty hopes of this 
man, now seeing him dead he may receive my curb, nor to 
his cost beget him after-wisdom, meeting with me his chas- 
tiser. 

El. And now is my part fulfilled, for at length I have got 
the sense to suit my betters. 

-^G. O Jove, I behold a sight that hath not fallen without 
the ill-will of the gods ; but if Nemesis attend, I recall my 
words.2 Remove all covering from mine eyes, that my kin- 
dred, look you, may meet with lamentation from me too. 

Or. Do thou thyself lift it : this is not my part, but thine, 
both to look on this, and accost it as a friend. 

JEiG, Nay, thou advisest well, and I will obey ; but do thou, 
if haply Clytemnestra be within, call her. 

Or. She is close by thee, look not elsewhere. 

JEg. Ah me ! what do I behold? 

Or. Whom fearest thou? whom knowest thou not? 

^ It was a common practice among the Greeks to set the corpse out to 
view. See Adam's Roman Antiqaities on the word deposilusj where he 
observes that this custom was probably derived from that of exposing sick 
persons before the doors of their houses, that the passers-by might sug- 
gest any medicine they had known to be of service in such cases, as men- 
tioned by Herodotus, b. i. 197. "^gisthus, imagining that these Pho- 
cian strangers had brought the dead body of Orestes, expected to find it 
laid at the entrance of the house, ad limen, such being the general usage 
of antiquity." — Potter, 

^ See note on v. 792, Potter remarks on the peculiar indecency of 
which ^f]gisthus was here guilty (and in which he checks himself), he 
being a near relation to Orestes. But Hermann retains in the former line 
the old reading ov, and compares ^sch. Agam. 913, with this meaning: 
" cecidit ille via et insidia deorum^ si fas est hoc dicer e. Sentit enim ipse 
impudentur se banc mortem justitis deorum adscribere ; unde addit, si 
hoc ncfas est indictum volo^ 
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JEjG. Into what men's surrounding trammels can I wretch- 
ed have fallen *? 

Or. What, perceivest thou not long ago, that thou parley- 
est with the living just as dead ? 

-^G. Ah me ! I comprehend thy words ; for it can not be 
but this that speaketh to me must be Orestes. 

Or. Ay, and though so good a prophet, wert thou deceived 
thus long!^ 

JEg. Then wretched I am undone : but permit me to say, 
though but a little. 

El. Let him speak no farther, in heaven's name, my brother, 
nor lengthen out his words. For what profit should he among 
mortals involved in evils, that is about to die, gain by time? 
No, slay him with utmost speed ; and having slain, expose him 
to buriers, such as 'tis reason he should have, unseen of us.^ 
Since this could be the only atonement to me of my former 
wrongs. 

Or. Thou must go speedily within ; for the strife is not 
now of words, but for thy life. 

^G. Why takest thou me in-doors ? how, if this deed be 
honorable, needs it darkness, and why art not thou ready with 
thine hand to slay me ? 

Or. Order not, but go thither, where thou slewest my father, 
that on that very spot thou mayest die. 

^G, What ! is it absolutely doomed that this roof witness 
both the present and future ills of the Pelopidae ? 

Or. Thine at all events. I am in this a capital soothsayer 
to thee. 

iEG. But no paternal art is this thou hast vaunted. 

Or. Thou answerest much, while thy departure is retarded ; 
but begone. 

JEg. Lead the way. 

Or. Thou must go first. 

^G. Is it that I escape thee not ? 

Or. Nay, lest thou die then with pleasure :^ it is my duty 

^ Orestes means that ^Egisthus, who could now foresee his fate so 
clearly, might have anticipated it long ago. 

^ Potter observes, on the authority of Pausanias, that ^gisthus and 
Clytemnestra, being held unworthy of a tomb in the same place in which 
Agamemnon lay, were buried just outside the city walls. 

' Compare this sentiment of Orestes with that of Hamlet, where ho 
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to keep this bitter to thee ; but good were it that this ./enge-. 
ance were immediate on all, at least, whoever wishes to trans- 
gress the laws, to slay them. For then were not villainy 
abundant. 

Ch. O seed of Atreus, how much having suffered hast thou 
hardly worked out thy way to freedom,^ brought to comple- 
tion by the present attempt !' 

hesitates to kill his uncle while praying. We must hope, for the sake of 
the authors, that they considered both their heroes as madmen. 
^ Or, " come by freedom." 
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ANTIGONE. 



Cbeon, having cast out Polynices (who had fallen in single combat with 
his brother) without burial, Antigone, his sister, despite the proclama- 
tion of the king, buries him herself. She is at length discovered by the 
guards, and, despite the intercession of Hsemon, is ordered to be en- 
tombed alive : Croon's cruelty is visited by the death of his son and 
wife, as Tiresias has predicted, and his repentamce and wish to save 
Antigone come too late. — B. 



DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 



Antigone. 

ISMENE. 

Chorus. 
Cbeon. 



Messengers. 

H^MON. 

Tiresias. 
eurydice. 



Antigone. O kindred form of my own sister Ismene,^ 
knowest thou what^ of the ills which spring from ffidipus — 
what not — doth Jove yet accomplish to us in life ? for there 
is nothing, either wretched or ruinous,^ or base and degrading, 

* The curses of CEdipus have now been fulfilled : Polynices and Eteo- 
cles have fallen by each other's hands, and the army of the Argives has 
been routed before the vralls of Thebes. Antigone is not forgetful of the 
request of Polynices at their last interview, and determines, in spite of the 
edict to the contrary, to bestow the rights of sepulture on her unhappy 
brother. As the play mainly turns on this circumstance, it is necessary to 
bear in mind how much importance the ancients attached to the burial of 
the dead. The constancy of Antigone's resolution will thus be explained, 
the violence of her sisterly affection justified, and even the merit of her 
generous conduct enhanced. — Tr. " Ismene, dear in very sisterhood,*' 
Donaldson, who has a somewhat ingenious note upon the periphrase Kupa 
'IcfupfTjc. He compares the English *' poll" in *' polling," " catch-poll," ' 
etc.— B. 

^ I have rendered this passage literally, but the intervening interroga- 
tion dnolov avxt causes much difficulty. If we read 5n, the construction 
will be simpler. — B. 

^ The reader must choose between uyrig urep (the common, but appa- 
'ently corrupt reading), uyijc dTep=unenviable, of Comyt which Wundet 
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which I have not beheld in your evils and mine. And now 
again, what is this proclamation which they say the ruler has 
just propounded to all the people of the city ? Knowest thou ? 
and hast thou heard aught? or do the injuries of enemies ad- 
vancing against friends escape thee 1 

IsMENE. To me indeed, Antigone, no tidings of friends, ci- 
ther sweet or sorrowful, have come from the time that we two 
were bereft of two brothers, dying on the same day by a twin 
slaughter ; and since the army of the Argives has disappeared 
duiing this night, I know nothing farther, whether I fare bet- 
ter or am more afflicted. 

Ant. 1 knew it well ; and therefore have I brought thee^ 
without the gates of the courts, that you might hear alone. 

Ism. But what is it? for you appear stirred at some tid- 
ings.2 

Ant. For has not Creon distinguished one of our brothers 
with burial rites, but deprived the other of this honor ? Ete- 
ocles, indeed, as they say,^ acting upon the rights of justice 
and law, he has intombed beneath the earth, honorable to the 
gods below ; but the- corpse of Polynices, which wretchedly 
fell, they say it has been proclaimed to the citizens that no 
one shall inclose in the tomb, nor wail over, but leave it un- 
lamented and unburied,^ a sweet store for birds greedily eyeing 

follows ; unjc txovy of Porson ; or utijv uyov^ of Donaldson. The com- 
mon reading is thus explained by Hermann : ovdhv tov kfiuv kukOv oijK 
ukyeivhv oiruira ovt* dTTDTza (this being the leading part of the sentence) 
uTTjg urepj oiS* J^otlv dnolov ovk alxpi>v oid' uTifiov bncjira. An Attic au- 
dience must have had little relish for plain speaking, who could bear a 
sentence that might be negative or affirmative at pleasure ! — B. 

* On i^iire/nroVf see Donaldson. — B. 

^ I am again indebted to Donaldson, who has clearly shown that /caA- 
Xcuvovaa is intransitive, and that tnog refers to what Antigone had to 
communicate. This is confirmed by the preceding words of Antigone, to 
which the answer now seems a natural one. — B. 

' There is much difficulty about this passage. Hermann would read 
XPV<^^1? in the sense " rogatus justa," alluding to the request of Eteocles 
to Creon. See Scholia. Donaldson reads irpoaBeig. The explanations 
of the common reading are quite unsatisfactory. — B. 

^ This was the judgment which God denounced against Jehoiakim, king 
of Judah : " They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah, my brother ! or, 
Ah, sister ! they shall not lament for him, sayjng. Ah, lord ! or, Ah, his 
glory ! He shall be buried with the burial of an ass," etc. — ^Jer. xxii. 18, 
19. The customs and manners of the Greeks were originally drawn from 
the Eastern nations, which accounts for the similitude so observable in 
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the delight of the banquet. Such things they say that the 
good Creon has proclaimed to you and me, for I say even me, 
and that he is coming hither to herald them clearly forth to 
those who do not know them, and to bid them consider the 
matter not as a thing of nought, but whosoever shall do one 
of those things, that a death by the stoning of the people is 
decreed him in the city. Thus rests this case to you, and you 
will quickly show whether you have been born of generous 
spirit, or degenerate from the good. 

Ism. But what, oh wretched woman ! if these things are in 
this state, what could I avail, loosing or binding?^ 

Ant. Consider if thou wilt labor along with me, and assist 
me in the work. 

Ism. In what sort of hazard? Where possibly are you in 
thought ? 

Ant. If you will raise up along with this hand the dead 
body. 

IsM. For do you design to bury him, a thing forbidden by 
the state 1 

Ant. Yes, him who is at all events my brother ; and yours, 
though you wish it not;^ for I will not be caught betraying 
him. 

IsM. Oh daring woman ! when Creon has forbidden ? 

Ant. But he has no business to put a barrier betwixt me 
and mine.^ 

IsM. Ah me ! consider, oh sister ! how our father perished 
in odium and infamy, having, upon his self-detected guilt, 
himself torn out both his eyes with self-destroying hand ; then 
his mother and wife, a double title, mars her life by the sus- 
pended cords; and third, the two wretched brothers, slaying 
themselves on the same day, wrought their mutual death each 

Sophocles, and other heathen writers, with some parts of Holy Writ. — 
Franklin. 

^ Donaldson rejects Boeck's view, and renders it generally, " by doing 
or undoing." But see Wunder's note. — B. 

' That is, " Though you, an unnatural sister, would disown him ;" or 
it may be, more simply, " I will bury him, though you do not wish it." 

^ This dialogue between Antigone and Ismene exceedingly resembles 
that between the sisters in the tragedy of Electra, by the same author. 
The sentiments and the characters entirely correspond. Antigone and 
Electra are generous and bold ; Ismene and Chrysothemis selfish and 
pitiful. 
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by a brother's hand. And now we two, being left done, con- 
sider by how much the worst of all we shall perish, if, in vio- 
lation of the law, we transgress the decree or power of superi- 
ors. But it behooves us, indeed, to reflect, in the first place, 
that we are by nature women, so as not able to contend against 
men ; and then, since we are ruled by those most powerful, to 
submit to these things, and things still more painful than these. 
I then, indeed, asking those below the earth to forgive me, 
since I am constrained to this, will obey those who walk in 
oifice ;^ for to attempt those things beyond our power implies 
no wisdom. 

Ant. Neither will I request you, nor though you now wish 
to do it, should you act along with me, at least with my good- 
will. But be^ of such a character as seems good to you ; but 
I will bury him : it were glorious to me, doing this, to die. I 
beloved will lie with him — with him I love, having audacious- 
ly done what is holy ;^ since the time is longer which it be- 
hooves me to please those below than those here ; for there I 
shall ever lie. But if it seems good to you, do you hold in dis- 
honor those things which are honored of the gods. 

ISM. I indeed do not hold them in dishonor; but to act 
against the will of the citizens I am by nature incapable. 

Ant. You indeed may make this pretext, but I will go to 
raise a tomb for my dearest brother. 

IsM. Woe is me ! for you unhappy ! how exceedingly I fear 
for you!* 

Ant. Fear not for me ; direct aright your own fate. 

Ism. But do not then, at any rate, previously disclose this 
deed to any one, but conceal it in secret, and in like manner 
will I conceal it. 

'^ This is a principle of conduct with a great many people besides Is- 
mene, though they may not always be quite so candid as the young lady 
in confessing it. 

' Brunck has here made a mistake in deriving laOi from iar^jLLi scio, in- 
stead of elju sum. 

^ " Wickedly" were perhaps a better word, did it not make the ex- 
pression rather too contradictory. Antigone confesses her violation of 
the law, but justifies the means by the end. This is what is implied in 
oGia TzavovpyTJaaaa^ to which we have something similar in the phrase of 
" a pious fraud." 

* Olfioi roKaivTig dicit hoc sensu, Hei nUhi propter tuam audadam. — 
Herm. 



166 ANTIGONE. [86—120. 

Ant. Ah me ! speak it out. You will be much more hate- 
ful silent, if you do not proclaim these things to all. 

Ism. You have a warm spirit in a chilling enterprise. 

Ant. But I know that I please those whom it most befits 
me to please. 

Ism. Ay, that is if you shall be able ; but you long for things 
impossible. 

Ant. Therefore when I have not power I shall cease. 

Ism. But it is not fitting to pursue at all what is impossi- 
ble. 

Ant. If you will speak thus, you will be hated indeed by 
me, and will jusly be nated, in addition, by him that is dead. 
But suifer me and my rash counsels to endure this danger; 
for I sh£dl not suffer any thing so great, so as not to die glo- 
riously. 

Ism. But, if it thus seem good to you, go ; and know this, 
that you go indeed unwise, but to your friends in truth a 
friend. 

CiiOKDS. Beam of the sun,^ that hath shone the fairest light 
of all before to seven-gated Th(;bes, thou hast at length gleam- 
ed forth, oh eye of golden day ! coming above the channels of 
Di roe's streams, having driven a hasty onward fugitive with 
keener-urged rein the chief of the silver shield,^ who came 
from Argos with all his panoply — whom,^ shrilly clamoring 
against our land, uproused by a doubtful contest, Polynices, 
like an eagle hovered over the earth covered with the wing of 
white snow, with many a shield, and with plumed helms. And 
having taken his stand above our palaces, ravening all around 
with bloody spears the outlets of the seven gates, he departed 

^ Musgrave suggests that the poetry of this beautiful passage will be 
heightened by supposing the Chorus to deliver their address to the sun 
immediately after his rise. The probability of it is confirmed by the 
splendor and abruptness of the apostrophe, and still more by the moment 
being marked when the rays of the luminary begin to stream over the 
fountains of Dirce. — Tr. But see Donaldson. — B. 

^ Adrastus, the king of Argos, and leader of the vanquished army on 
this occasion. 

^ The explanation of this passage is due to Mr. Jelf, in his Greek 
Grammar. He takes ov d^ea kX^uuv together, treating d^sa adverbially. 
The advantage of this is, that we need not alter JldXvveiKijc to the geni- 
tive, as Wunder and others have done. The only awkwardness is in the 
hyporbaton. KXuCeiv is used in the same sense in J]]sch. Ag. AB^fieyav 
tK Ovixov AcAt/vnTf-f "A/)^, lifWTTov alyvniQv. — B. 
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before that he had gorged his jaws with our blood, and pitchy 
flame had seized the ' coronet of our towers : such a martial 
clatter was raised in his rear by the dragon his match, as 
could not be overcome.^ For Jove beyond measure hates the 
vaunts of a haughty tongue ; and seeing them rushing on in a 
mighty stream, with the clangor of gold, and in the pride of 
armor,2 he dashes down with brandished flame, him, who was 
already hastening to shout forth the strain of victory on the 
summits of the l^attlements.^ And the bearer of the fire* fell 
shattered with rebound on earth, he who then raging with 
frantic spirit, blew upon us with the blasts of most hateful 
winds. And in one quarter a different fortune indeed pre- 
vailed, but mighty Mars leading the right wing^ and thickening 
the fray, directed other evils against others. For seven lead- 
ers, marshaled against seven gates, equal against equal foes, 
left to Jove, the god of trophies,^ their all-brazen arms, except 
the accursed two who sprung from one father and one mother, 



* Verte : talis circa tcrgum (aquilao) intcndcbalur Martis strepitus, hos- 
till draconi (Thebanis) tractatu difficilis, minime, ut Bninckius accepit, 
insuperahUis. — Erf. Hoc dicit : tantus a tergo concitatus est strepitus 
Martis, insuperahUis propter adversarium draconem. — Herm. — Tr. I 
have translated according to Donaldson's view of the construction : toIo^ 
nar. *Ap. a. vtJTa [rov aieov'\ uvr. dpuK. dvax- ^Tudij. Since the pursu- 
ing host had proved a match (uvTiTraXoc) for the conquered Argives, so 
their pursuit was dvGxdpofiaj a thin^ hard to be overcome. — B. 

^ The readings here are so uncertam, that I have preferred not attempt- 
ing any alteration. Donaldson's idea of joining xp^^ov with fievuari, and 
reading Kavaxy G' 'bireponXovg ("in a swollen torrent of gold advancing, 
and proud in the rattle of armor," is his translation), seems more plausible 
than the other elucidations hitherto attempted. — B. 

^ I should prefer " at the very edge of the battlements," i. c, as Boon 
as he had set his foot upon them. — -B. 

* Capaneus, who threatened to give Thebes to the flames, and who was 
struck down by a thunderbolt while he attempted to scale the walls. 
There are magnificent descriptions of his fate in the Seven Chiefs against 
Thebes of JBschylus, and of that most beautiful of plays, the Phoenissa} 
of Euripides. 

* Ae^ioaeipog, literally the right trace horse. The Greek chariots were 
drawn by four horses abreast, two harnessed to the pole and two in traces. 
As the turn in the race-course was usually to the lefl (v. II. 23, 335), the 
strongest horse was generally placed farthest to the right. Hermann has 
therefore justly observed : '* Sic appellavit Martem Sophocles, ut impetu- 
osum, dextri equi more, significarct. Paritcr JBschylus, quum fortem et 
validum vellet indicare, aeipafpopov KpiOuvTa ttw/Iov dixit Agam. 1651, 2." 

* Or, " Jove that turns the battle." 



168 ANTIGONE. [145—189. 

having raised against themselves their equally victorious 
spears, both shared the lot of a mutual death. But since 
high-renowned Victory hath come with joys to compensate 
Thebe, the mistress of many a car, now indeed let us forget 
these wars,^ and let us approach all the temples of the gods 
witli dances that last through the livelong night ; and let Bac- 
chus, shaker of the Theban land, begin the revelry. But 
[cciiso], for Creon, son of Menoeceus, the new king of this land, 
comes hither, upon these new casualties of heaven, revolving 
doubtless some anxious thought, since he hath announced this 
assembled conference of senators, sending for them by common 
proclamation. 

Creon. Ye men, the gods have again established the safety 
of the city, after having shaken it with many a wave ; but I 
have sent for you by messengers to come apart from all, both 
knowing well that you ever reverenced the might of the throne 
of Laius, and again, when ffidipus directed the state, and 
when he perished, that ye remained with constant spirits 
toward his sons. Since, therefore, they have perished on the 
same day by a mutual death, striking and stricken in suicidal 
blood-guiltiness, I hold all the power and the throne by af- 
finity of race with the dead. But it is impossible to ascertain 
the soul, and spirit, and judgment of every man, before he 
shall be seen tried by office,^ and the administration of the 
laws. For whosoever, ruling a whole state, applies not to the 
best counsels, but from some fear restrains his tongue, appears 
to me, both now and formerly, to be the basest of men ; and 
whosoever esteems his friend more than his country, him I 
hold in no account. For I — let Jupiter, who beholds all 
things, know it — would neither be silent, seeing ruin in place 
of safety coming upon the citizens, nor would I ever make a 
man who was hostile to my country a fiiend to myself, know- 
ing this, that it is our country which preserves us, and that, 

^ I am not sure but the construction of this passage proposed by Er- 
furdt is better than Brunck's : " tCjv vvv non videtur ad TroAe/zov pertine- 
re : nam et languidum foret, nee dicitur iKdEcOai 2,7jafioGvv7fVf sed deaOai. 
Quarc jungenda censeo verba sic : Ik noTiiftcoVf post bellum, Oiade Xija/io- 
avvav T(jv vvv, obliviscamini prsesentia, i.e. funera fratrum." 

^ 'Ap;t^ (i'Vdpa dei^ec, from which Creon borrows his maxim, was an 
old proverbial saying, attributed originally to Bias of Priene, one of the 
seven sages of Greece. 
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sailing in her unfoundered, we make friends.^ By such laws 
as these I will exalt this city, and now I have proclaimed to 
the citizens things akin to these concerning the sons of Giidi- 
pus. Eteocles indeed, who fell fighting for this city, bear- 
ing the palm in every thing with his spear, I have commanded 
them both to enshroud in the tomb, and to consecrate to him 
all the honors that fall to the lot of the gallant dead below. 
But him again, the brother of this man, I mean Polynices, who, 
on his return from exile, wished to consume utterly with flames 
the country of his fathers, and gods of that country, and wishr 
ed to glut himself with kindred blood, and having enslaved 
the citizens, to lead them away — him it has been proclaimed 
to this city, that neither any one shall lay with rites in the 
tomb, nor wail over him, but leave him unburied, and behold 
his body devoured and mangled by birds and dogs. Such is 
my will ; and never from me at least shall the wicked have 
honor in preference to the just ; but whosoever displays good 
will to this city, shall, both in life and death, be equally hon- 
ored by me. 

Ch. The same things please me as please thee,^ Creon, son 
of Menoeceus, concerning the one who was an enemy, and the 
other, who was a friend to the city ; but it resides^ in you to 
use any law, both concerning the dead, and concerning us, as 
many as live.* 

Cb. See that ye be now guardians of the edict.* 

^ Creon, though an absolute monarch, dreaded the unpopularity of hia 
sacrilegious edict. He therefore endeavors, by a great many plausible 
expressions of patriotism and integrity, to do away with unfavorable im- 
pressions in the minds of the citizens, and to extort from their fear an ap- 
probation of his conduct. 

' Xol non ad upeGKeif sed ad tcL avru refertur, subaudito alio pronomine 
fie. Constructio est, dpioKei fie tu avru aoi. — Brunck. 

' Dindorf reads navri irov. irupeaTi trot, which Wunder follows. Don- 
aldson Tzavraxov nupeaTl aot. — B. 

* The Chorus are as complying and servile as Creon could desire. 
Later in the play they rather change their tone ; but it is a pity that they, 
whose office it was to deliver the lessons of morality and virtue, should 
have at all been represented out of their natural ^character. It has been 
suggested by some that the poet meant to gratify his countrymen by 
placing their enemies, the Thebans, in the contemptible light of slaves. 
If this reason be true, we can only regret that he was induced, by such 
an unworthy motive, to deform one of his finest productions by a di|^ 
greeable inconsistency. 

^ 7r(3f uif for d>g dv is the emendation of Dindorf. 

H 
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Ch. Impose this on some younger one to bear. 

Cr. But there are watchers of the corpse, at least, pre- 
pared. 

Ch. What farther than this in truth would you yet en- 
join?^ 

Cr. Not to give way to those that disobey this mandate. 

Ch. There is no one so foolish as to desire to die. 

Cr. And in truth this at least is the reward ; but gain has 
oft, by means of hope, destroyed men. 

Messenger.2 O king, I will not indeed say that I come 
panting with speed, having lifted up a nimble foot, for I had 
many baitings of thought, wheeling myself round in the way 
with the view of returning, and my mind holding a dialogue 
with me, said many things. " Wretch, why goest thou where 
coming you shall suffer punishment *? Yet, wretch, do you 
stop I And if Creon shall learn these things from some other 
man, how in truth shall you not smart for if?" Kevolving 
such thoughts, I made out my journey tardy with delay,^ and 
thus a short way is made long. In the end, however, the 
resolution prevailed to come hither ; and to you, though I say 
nothing agreeable, I will nevertheless speak, for I come cling- 
ing fast to the expectation that I shall suffer nothing else ex- 
cept what is fe-ted.* 

^ Hermann defends a^Xcj, rendering it ** cur ergo etiam alii hoc man' 
datum cupias 1" " Nempe," respondit illc, " ne quis negligi imperia mea 
sinat," according to the old scholiast. — B. 

* This 'AyyeXog or ^vAa^ (for editors disagree about his designation} 
is a very prating and impertinent sort of person. Few tyrants would have 
contented themselves with saying ug "XuXrjfJLa St^^jv iKirefvKdg el, but 
would have been much more likely to have chopped off his head for hi» 
pains. — Tr. I can not help thinking that Mitchell, Donaldson, and others, 
have much exaggerated the comic powers of this messenger-guard. Don' 
aldson's paraphrase (for translation is out of the question) introduces so 
many modern conceits, that Sophocles is utterly forgotten. — B. 

^ Dindorf and others adopt the reading ax^V ^^AT^f > ^ frigid antithesis; 
condemned by Wundcr. — B. 

* Some commentators, especially Mitchell, find something very witty 
in this " touch of fatalism, coming from such a presence." Supposing it 
were so, there would be nothing very remarkable or entertaining in the 
guard talking like every one else in every extant Greek drama ! But the 
fact is, TO fiopGLfiov simply means " death," expressed by an euphemism, 
for that the witty (si Diis placet !) guard had made up his mind to the 
worst is evident from vs. 228. Cf Homer II. xv. 613 ; xxii. 13. Pin- 
dar 01. II. 18. ^sch. Suppl. 47; Sept. c. Th. 263.— B. 
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Cr. But what is it from which you feel this fiunt-hearted- 
nessV 

Mess. I wish first to tell what regards myself; for I neither 
did the deed, nor did I see who was the perpetrator, nor ought 
I justly to fall into any mischief. 

Cr. You feel your way carefully, at all events, and fence it 
all round ; but you seem about to signify some news. 

Mess. For dangers in good truth create much fear. 

Cr. Will you never speak, then, and then take yourself 
off! 

Mess. And now, indeed, I tell you. Some one has gone, 
having just buried the dead body, and having sprinkled the 
dry dust over the skin, and having performed the proper 
rit«s. 

Cr. What say you? what mortal dared this? 

Mess. I know not ; for there was neither stroke of axe, nor 
aught cast up by the spade, but the earth was firm and the 
soil unbroken, nor tracked by ruts of wheels, but the worker 
was one who left no trace.^ And when the first watchman of 
the day discovers it to us, painful wonder was felt by all. For 
he indeed had disappeared, yet not inclosed in a tomb, but a 
slight covering of dust was over him, as if bestowed by some 
one avoiding the pollution ;^ and there appeared no marks of 
a wild beast or dog coming and tearing him. Then revilings 
were uttered against each other, watchman charging his fellow, 
and it would have ended in blows, nor was there any one to 
prevent them ; for each individual was the perpetrator, and no 
one was convicted, but put in the plea of ignorance.* And we 

1 Cf. CEd. Tyr. 319 : tc & Igtlv ; dif uJdvfiog elaeTivTiveag.—B. 

^ The messenger wishes to clear himself by insinuating that it was not 
any mortal power that had performed these operations. The Chorus,' 
when he concludes, expresses the same opinion ; but Creon was not to be 
so easily deceived. 

^ The person who passed a dead body without bestowing a handful of 
dust on it, was held by the ancient superstition to be {evayrjg) polluted. 
Archytas, in the well-known ode of Horace, enjoins the mariner to ob- 
serve the pious rite : 

Quanquam fcstinas, non est mora longa, licebit 
Injecto ter pulvere curras. 

*• This is Donaldson's explanation, taking (jtevyecv in its legal sense, of 
being defendant. Dindorf and Wunder read dAX' i^evye nag rd fiif scU. 
i^eipyaofievog elvac. — B. 
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were ready to lift masses of red-hot iron in our hands, ^ and to 
pass through fire, and to appeal to the gods by oath that we 
neither did it, nor were conscious to any one who devised or 
executed the deed. In the end, when there was nothing 
gained by our inquiries, some one speaks, who made us all 
bend our heads to earth through fear ; for we knew not how 
to object, nor how doing it we should prosper ; and his words 
were, that the deed should be reported to you, and not con- 
cealed. This proposal prevailed; and the lot seizes on me, 
unhappy, to gain this prize ; and I am present, I know, un- 
willing and unwelcome, for no one loves the bearer of evil tid- 
ings. 

Ch. My mind, O king, is from long since deliberating 
whether this deed be wrought by heaven. 

Ck. Cease! before you fill me with anger, lest you be 
discovered at the same time a fool and a dotard; for you 
say what is intolerable, saying that the gods have provident 
care concerning this corpse. Whether, highly honoring him 
as a benefactor, have they buried him who came to set on fire 
their pillared temples, and to destroy the consecrated gifts, 
their land and laws'? or do you see the gods honoring the 
wicked ? It is not so ; but the citizens bearing these things 
ill, even formerly murmured against me, secretly shaking the 
head, nor did they stoop the mane, as they ought, beneath the 
yoke, so as to submit to me. I well know that these men, 
corrupted by bribes from them, have done this. For no such 
evil institution as money has arisen to men. It lays waste 
cities ;2 it drives away men from their homes ; it seduces and 
perverts the honest inclinations of mortals to turn to base ac- 
tions ; and it has taught men to learn villainies, and to know 
the impiety of every deed. But as many as for hire have done 
this, have in time wrought out their fate, so as to suffer 
punishment ; and if Jove still has reverence from me,^ know 
this well, and under an oath I say it to you, if you do not, 

* This is an early allusion to the use of the ordeals, afterward so prev- 
alent in Europe during the Dark Ages. There are many miraculous es- 
capes from both fire and water detailed in the monkish histories of our 
own country. 

» " Diffidit urbium 

Portas vir Macedo, ct subruit semulos 
Keges muneribus. — Hor. III. 16. 

^ The scholiayt explains this, el Tifiio Kai otj^t) tov A£a, Kal fir/ hnLopKQ 

avTov. 
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discovering him who with his own hand made the tomb, pro- 
duce him to my eyes, deatli alone shall not sufl&ce for you, be- 
fore that, hung up alive, ye make manifest this insult, in order 
that, knowing whence gain is to be drawn, you may for the fu- 
ture seize it, and may learn that it is not fitting to wish to make 
profit from every thing ; for by unjust gains you will see more 
ruined than preserved. 

Mess. Will you grant me to say something, or, turning, shall 
I thus depart*? 

Ck. Do you not know even* now how disagreeably you 
speak ■? 

Mess. Arc you pained in the ears or in the mind t 

Cr. Why ? do you explore my grief where it lies ? 

Mess. He who did it pains thy mind, and I thine ears. 

Cr. Alas me ! how plainly you are by nature a babbler.^ 

Mess. I, at all events, am not the man who did this deed. 

Cr. Yes, and that for money too betraying your life. 

Mess. Alas ! it is hard that to whom at least there are sus- 
picions, his suspicions should be false. 

Cr. Talk big now about suspicion ; but if ye do not show 
to me those who did this, ye will confess that wicked gains 
work ruin. 

Mess. But may he by all means indeed be discovered ; but 
be he taken or not, for fortune will decide this, it is not likely 
you shall see mc coming hither again. And now, preserved 
beyond my expectation and opinion, I owe many thanks to 
the gods.2 

Chorus. Many are the mighty^ things, and nought is 
more mighty than man. He even sails beyond the sea, when 
whitened into foam with the wintry south wind's blasts, pass- 
ing amid* the billows that roar around ; and the supreme of 

^ I see no reason for changing hl2,T}/ia to uTiij/ia. The former word is 
somewhat hke the Kpovvoxvrpo7\jjpaLog of Aristoph. Eq. 89. — B. 

' Mitchell observes, " The Phylax retires, it is to be presumed, amid 
much laughter on the part of the audience." If so, their risible powers 
must have been below the standard of the New Cut. An audience so 
easily excited to risibility would be invaluable to many a modem farce- 
writer. — B. 

' Thus Donaldson. A late translator has " awful !" — B. 

^ This seems the easiest way of translating ^Trd, which is used of the 
vessel cleaving its way through the waves, so as to be partly hidden be^ 
neath them. — B. 
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divinities immortal, undecaying Earth, he furrows, his plows 
circling! from year to year, turning up her soil with the off- 
spring of the steed.2 And ensnaring the brood of light- 
minded birds,^ he bears them away as his prey, and the 
tribes of the monsters of the wild, and the marine race of 
the deep in the inwoven meshes of his nets, he, all-inventive 
man ; and he masters by his devices the tenant of the fields, 
the mountain-ranging beast, and he will bring under* the 
neck-encircling yoke, the shaggy-maned horse, and the un- 
tamable mountain bull. And he hath taught himself lan- 
guage and lofty wisdom,^ and the customs of civic law, and 

^ Although IKXofihuv may refer to the Povarpofridhv movement in 
plowing, I still have strong suspicion that we should read upoTuVi or, 
as others accent it, upoTcJVj " as seed-times return year by year." So 
Hesiod, ipy. 448. Gaisf. y r' dporoio re oT/fia (pepeij Kal x^^/^OTog dpriv 
AecKvveL dfippripov. Soph. Trach. 69, rbv irapeWovr' upoToVj and 825, 
SudeKaroc apoTog. See also Comm. on Virgil, Eel. I. 70, *' Post aliquot 
...aristas." That the verb may be rightly thus used is easily seen from 
the interpretations given by some of the ancients to the celebrated pas- 
sage of Plato's Timaius, p. 530, E. Lsem. cf Ruhnk. on Tim. Lex., p. 69 
sqq.. and more particularly Simplicius on Arist. de CceI. F. 125. — B. The 
sense will thus correspond to the Homeric irepire^TiO/ievcjv IviavrciVf II. 
II. 551, VIII. 404.— B. 

^ I can not resist giving my readers this sentence from the translation 
of Adams : " He traverses the hoary main in stormy winds, by the rat- 
tling tumors of swollen sails, and pierces the supreme incorruptible land 
of the immortal gods, year after year returning to plow it with horse- 
kind."— P. 189. 

^ kov<I>ov6l)v. Libri omncs Kov(povEQVy mendose. — Brunck. In spite of 
this authoritative judgment, we are inclined to think the " libri omncs" 
are correct. Wakefield approves of kov^ovedv in his notes to Lucretius, 
VI. 743, and renders it " celeriter navigantium," a meaning much more 
applicable to the passage and consistent with the general spirit of the 
Chorus. An epithet indicative of the speed of the birds, heightens the 
difllculty which man's power has to overcome ; and we find in the other 
instances that the poet has made a most judicious choice of expressions 
with a view to this efTect. — Tr. The gloss of the schol. Kov^ug Kal 
raxECjg ^epofiEVDV, evidently can not belong but to Kov^oveciv^ which 
Wunder has not perceived. — B. 

* I have translated vmi^erai, but the conjecture of Franz, dxf^u^^ratf 
is well supported by Donaldson, though I do not see the necessity for 
reading ^v^cjr. — B. 

^ I have followed Hesychius in the explanation of i^ve/ioevj as simply 
meaning viprjAuv fxerEopov. Brunck has it, " Sublimium rerum scien- 
tiam," which he copies from the izepl rdv fiereupov <j>i7ioao<f>iav of the 
scholiast. Erfurdt and Hermann understand it as expressive of the speed 
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to avoid the cold and stormy arrows of uncomfortable frosts. 
Finding a way through every thing without a resource, ho 
comes upon nothing in respect to the future.^ Of the grave 
alone he shall not introduce escape ; but yet he hath devised 
remedies against baffling disease. Having beyond belief a 
certain inventive skill of art, he at one time advances to evil 
and at another time to good. Observing^ the laws of the 
land, and the plighted justice of heaven, he is high in the 
state ; but an outcast from the state is he, with whomsoever 
that which is not honorable resides by reason of audacity ; nei- 
ther may he dwell with me, nor have sentiments like mine, who 
acts thus — 

I am in doubt at this strange prodigy ! How knowing her 
shall I deny this to be the maiden Antigone? O wretched 
woman, and sprung from a wretched father, ffidipus, what 
at all means this? Sure they do not lead you, at least, dis- 
obeying the mandates of the king, and having seized you in 
the frantic attempt ? 

Mess. This is she that have wrought the deed. Her we 
found employed in the burial — but where is Creon? 

Ch. Betuming from his palace ; he is passing out to meet 
the opportunity. 

Cr. What is it? What chance thus coinciding has hap- 
pened V 

Mess. O king, nothing is to be disavowed by mortals, for 
later opinion gives the lie to the judgment ; since I would con- 
fidently have maintained, that I would have been slow of ever 
returning hither, on account of your threats,* in whose storm 
I was formerly endangered. But, for the joy which is with- 
out and beyond the hopes resembles in magnitude no other 
pleasure, I come, though pledged to the contrary by oaths, 

of thought ; but Benedict disagrees with them for the following reason : 
'' Sciisus sublimes doccndo quidem instillari possunt humans menti, non 
autem cogitationum celeritas, quae major sivc minor ex indole cujusque 
naturaii dependet." 

^ This is Donaldson^s interpretation : " with plans for all things, plan- 
less in nothing, meets he the future !" — B. 

^ yepaicjv is the ingenious conjecture of Musgrave, approved by Don- 
aldson. Wunder's irepaivov is absurd. — B. 

' Donaldson, "what hap holds sortance with my coming forth 1" — B. 

* raig aalg unei'kaXgf propter minas tuaa. Vide ad CEd. Col. 1280. — 
Musgrave. 
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bringing this virgin, who was detected adorning the tomb. 
The lot hero was not shaken, but this is my prize, ^ none 
other's. And now, O king, taldng her as you please, yourself 
question and convict her ; but I freed am justly entitled to get 
rid of these evils. 

Cr. In what way do you bring her ? whence taking her ? 

Mess. She was burying the man : you know all. 

Cr. Do you both understand and correctly deliver what 
you tell ? 

Mess. Having at least seen her in the act of burying the 
dead body which you interdicted. Do I relate these things 
clearly and plainly ? 

Cr. And how was she seen and found taken in the act ? 

Mess. The circumstances were of this nature: For when 
we came, threatened with those dreadful torments by you, 
having swept away all the dust which covered the corpse, and 
having well stripped the clammy body, we took our seat to 
tlie windward of the top of the hill, having avoided the stench 
from the body least it should reach us,^ each keenly rousing 
his fellow with bitter reproaches if any one should be sparing 
of this toil. These things continued for so long a time, until 
the brilliant orb of the sun took its place in the middle of tho 
firmament, and the heat was burning, and then suddenly a 
storm having raised a whirlwind from the ground, a heaven- 
sent pest, fills the plain, watering all the tresses of the wood- 
lands ; and the mighty air was filled ; and having closed our 
eyes we endured the heaven-sent plague. And this having 
departed in length of time, the maiden is seen in view, and 
she is wailing forth the bitter note of the plaintive bird, like 
when it beholds the bed of its empty nest deprived of its 
young. Thus also she, when she beholds the dead body bare, 
burst forth into strains of grief, and baneful curses did she 
imprecate on those who wrought the deed, and straightway 
she brings the dry dust in her hands, and from the well- 
fashioned brazen urn high-raised aloft with thrice-poured li- 
bations she crowns the dead. And we seeing it rushed 

^ All lucky and unexpected gain was ascribed to the kindness of the 
god Hermes ; and the word §p/xatov refers to this attribute, and is derived 
from his name. 

* Constructio est : izeipEvyoTeg 6a/x/)v aTr' avTOv, fiy ^dTioij fugientes 
oJorem ejus, ne nos feriret. — Musgrave. 
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and immediately seized her, not in the least appalled; 
and we accused her both of the former and the present do- 
ings, and denial of none of them was attempted. But this 
to me at least is at the same time pleasing and painful ; 
for to escape from evils myself is most pleasing, but to bring 
friends into misfortune is painful. But it appertains to me 
by nature to consider all these things less important than my 
own safety. 

Cr. You, you bending your head to the ground, do you 
confess or do you deny having done this I 

Ant. I both confess I did it, and I do not deny that I did 
not. 

Cr. You may take yourself off where you please,^ free from 
the heavy charge. But do you tell me not at length, but 
briefly, did you know the proclamation forbidding this *?2 

Ant. I knew it. And why should I not ? for it was plain. 

Ck. And have ,you dared then to transgress these laws I 

Ant. For it was not Jove who heralded these command^^ 
nor Justice, that dwells with the gods below the earth, who 
established these laws among men ; nor did I think your proc- 
lamations had so much power so as being a mortal to trans- 
gress the unwritten and immovable laws of the gods.'* For 
not now, at least, or of yesterday, but eternally they live, and 
no one knows from what time they had their being. I was 

* Addressing the Messenger. 
' Addressing Antigone. 

^ This speech of Antigone contains a fine expression of high-toned 
feeling and virtuous resolution. Nothing can surpass the sublimity with 
which she alludes to the power of principle, and eternity of duration in 
the laws of heaven ; and the touching manner in which she consoles 
herself for her untimely doom, is the noblest picture of devoted heroism 
triumphing over nature and the weakness of woman. — Tr. This passage 
has been frequently quoted and applied by other authors : thus Philostra- 
tus, de vita ApoUon. N. 38, Trpof y^p tiL Nepuvog Kijpvyfiara 61 Sw 
t^eipyoi <l>iXo(TO(j)caVt tanv Tjfuv tS tov Ho^o/cXeovf lafipelov, **oi yiXp 
71 fjLOL ZeOf 7/V 6 KTjpv^ag ra(5e," oide Movaai, koI ^AitSXXcjv Xoyiog. 
On laws as sprung from the gods, cf (Ed. Tyr. 867; Plato Le^g. I. 1; 
and Minos, p. 46. Dion Chrys. Or. i. p. 56. Cicero Tusc. Q. ii. 13, on 
the uypa(f>ot vofioiy cf Aristot. Rhet. I. 10 and 13. — B. 

* This may either refer, as I have taken it, to Creon, or to Antigone 
herself: "so as being a mortal I should venture to transgress these 
laws." There is this objection, however, to the latter mode, thaf tfrep- 
TpSx^iv does not so properly mean violare, as superare, vincere. Via« 
Benedict. Obs. 117. 

H2 
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not going through fear of the spmt of any man to pay the 
penalty of their violation to the gods. For I knew I must die 
(and why not ?), even though you had not proclaimed it, and 
if I die before my day I accoimt it gain ; for whosoever lives 
like me in many sorrows, how does not he by death obtain ad- 
vantage*?^ Thus to me, at least, to meet with this fate, the 
sorrow is nothing ; but if I had suffered him who was bom of 
my mother to lie in death an unburied corpse, in that case I 
would have sorrowed : in this I sorrow not. But if I seem to 
you now to happen to do what is foolish, I merely incur the 
imputation of folly from a fool. 

Cii. The spirit of the daughter shows itself stern from a 
stem father, and she knows not to yield to misfortune. 

Cr. But know in truth that too stem spirits bend the most ; 
and you will most frequently see the hardest steel, forged in 
the fii'e till brittle, shivered and broken ; and I have known 
high-mettled horses disciplined by a small bit ; for it is not 
right for him to have proud thoughts whosoever is the slave 
of others. She indeed then first learned to be guilty of inso- 
lence, transgressing the ordained laws ; and this, when she 
had done it, is the second insult, to glory in such deeds, and 
to laugh having done them. In sooth, then, I am no man, but 
she a man, if this victory shall accrue to her without hurt. 
But whether she be sprung from my sister, or one more near 
of blood than all beneath the protection of our household god,^ 
she and her sister shall not escape the most wretched fate ; 
for I charge her equally with having planned the measures 
respecting this burial. And summon her ; for just now I saw 
her within raving, not possessed of her senses ; and the mind 
of those who unjustly devise any thing in the dark, is wont 
to be prematurely detected in its fraud.^ I indeed at least 

^ Tov C,yv he TjvTzpCig Kpelaaov kart KarOaveiv. Eurip. Troad. v. 632. 

^ The meaning of the phrase tov Travrug Zijvbg 'EpKeiov can only be 
expressed, as the reader will easily perceive, by a periphrasis. The altar 
of Hercfiean Jove stood in the court of every house ; and he was wor- 
shiped, as his name imports, in the light of its guardian and defender. 
— Tr. But surely ZTjvbg kpneiov means nothing more than " our whole 
house," as *' penates" would be used in Latin. — B. 

^ K^oirevg. Conjungo cum irpoaOev yp^aOai, ut constructio sit : 6 6i 
Ovfibg Tuv Lv OKOTCf) fii]6h^ bpBdg Texvo/iivuv, (ptXel irpSaOev icAo7rct)f 
ypr/Gdai. " Mens autem eorum, qui in tenebris pravi aliquid moliuntur, 
«olet prius malefica convinci, i. e.,maleficii convinci." — Musgrave. "Mcn^ 
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hate when any one, discovered in guilt, may then wish to gloss 
it over. 

Ant. Do you wish any thing more than taking me to put 
me to death*? 

Cr. I indeed wish nothing more. Having this I have 
aU. 

Ant. Why in truth do you delay ? since to mo none of 
your words are pleasing, nor may they ever be pleasing ; and 
in like manner also, to you mine are naturally displeasing. 
And yet whence could I have gained a glory of higher renown 
than by laying my own brother in the tomb 1 It would be 
said that this was approved of by all these, did not fear seal 
their tongues. But regal power is fortunate in many other 
things, and in this, that it is allowed to say and to do what it 
pleases. 

Cr. You alone of these Cadmeans view it in this light. 

Ant. These also view it in the same light, but for you they 
close the lips. 

Cr. And are not you ashamed if you have sentiments dif- 
ferent from theirs 1 

Ant. No, for it is nothing shameful to revere those who 
sprung from the same womb. 

Cr. Was not he also your brother who fell on the opposite 
side? 

Ant. He was my brother from one mother and the same 
father.^ 

Cr. How then do you award an honor that is impious to 
him? 

Ant. The dead below the. earth will not testify this. 

corum, qui aliquid scelcris clam moliuntur, quum alioqui sit illius occul- 
tatrix, solet tamen prius deprehendi." — H. Stephanus. This latter ex- 
planation is obscurum per obscurius with a vengeance. 

I " He was. The original is, * He was my brother by the same father, 
and by the same mother.' The Greek writers, though generally concise, 
are sometimes very prolix, as in the passage before us, where the senti- 
ment takes up a whole line in the original, and is better expressed in 
these two words of the translation." — Franklin. This notable person, 
since he had not the taste to perceive the elegance of the original, may 
make himself as happy as he pleases with his two monosyllables. After 
having the presumption to think himself qualified to improve upon Sopho- 
cles, we can not help suggesting that he might have devised something 
much more sublime than the subject of his self-congratolatory comment, 
the boasted he was. 
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Cr. He will, if you honor him equally with the impi- 
ous. 

Ant. For not in aught a slave, but my brother he fell. 

Ck. Laying waste at least this land, but the other resisting 
in its defense. 

Ant. Still the grave at least desires equal laws. 

Cr. But not the good to obtain an equal share with the 
bad. 

Ant. Who knows if these things are held holy below ? 

Cr. Never at all is the enemy, not even in death, a friend.^ 

Ant. I have been formed by nature not to join in hatred, 
but to join in love. 

Cr. Going now below, if you must love, love them ; but 
while I live, a woman shall not rule. 

Ch. And in truth before the gates here comes Ismene, 
letting fall the tears of a sister's love, and the cloud on her 
brow bedewing her beauteous face, mars the glow of her 
check. 

Cr. But you, who in my house, like a viper, stealing on 
without my notice, sucked my blood, and I was not aware that 
I nursed two fiends and traitors to subvert my throne, come, 
tell me, do you too confess that you shared in this burial, or 
do you deny the knowledge of it 1 

IsiiENE. I did the deed, if she also says so, and I participate 
in and bear the blame.^ 

Ant. But justice will not permit you to do this, since you 
neither were willing, nor did I make you my partner. 

Ism. But in your evils I am not ashamed to make myself a 
fellow-voyager of your sufferings. ♦ 

Ant. Whose deed it is. Hades ajid those below the earth 
are conscious; but I do not love a friend that loves with 
words. 

^ Euripides, following a much more natural and amiable sentiment 
than this expressed by Creon, makes Polynices with his last breath speak 
kindly of his brother : 

^t2,og yilp kxOphg kyiver'y akV ofiog <pi^oc. — Phoeniss®, 1445. 

^ Ismene, whose conduct and sentiments we have always hitherto found 
disgusting, continues to appear here in a still more unfavorable light. She 
would fain take the seeming credit of generosity, and yet at the very first 
moment she insinuates her innocence, or at least extorts from Antigone, 
by her saving clause, an acknowledgment to this effect. 
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Ism. Do not, sister, deprive me of the honor of dying with 
you, and of paying the rites to the dead. 

Ant. Do not you die along with me, nor make yours what 
you did not touch. I wdll suffice to die. 

Ism. And what life is dear to me bereft of you ? 

Ant. Ask Creon ; for you court him. 

Ism. Why do you pain me with this, being yourself nothing 
benefited by it *? 

Ant. Yet I am grieved, in truth, though I deride you. 

IsM. In what else could I now benefit you *? 

Ant. Preserve yourself: I do not grudge your escape. 

IsM. Woe is me unhappy ! And do I fail to share your 
fate? 

Ant. For you indeed choose to live, but I to die. 

Ism. But not at least without my warning being addressed. 

Ant. You seemed wise indeed to some, but I to others.^ 

IsM. And, in truth, the guilt is equal to us. 

Ant. Be confident ; you indeed live, but my soul has long 
since died, so as to aid the dead. 

Cr. I say, as to these two virgins, that the one has just 
appeared mad, and the other from the time she was first 
bom. 

IsM. For never, O king, does the mind which may have 
originally sprung remain the same to those in misfortune, but 
is changed. 

Cr. To you, at any rate, it did, when you chose to work 
evil with the evil. 

IsM. For how is life to be endured by me alone without 
her? 

Cr. But do not say hex^ for she is no longer. 

IsM. But will you kill the bride of your own son! 

Cr. For the furrows of other women may be plowed. 

IsM. Not so, at least, as troth was plighted 'twixt him and 
her. 

Cr. I hate bad wives for my sons. 

IsM. O dearest Haemon, how your father disallows thee ]^' 

^ I prefer taking rolg fiiv^ ToZg 6i of persons, not things, not with X6yoi( 
understood. — B. 

* This verse is by Boeck, Wunder, and others, ri^tly assigned to An- 
tigone. But Schlegel, p. 105, and Bulwer, Athens, v. 4, 7, prefer giving 
it to Ismenc. — B. 



182 ANTIGONE. [673—612. 

Cr. You at least give me too much trouble, both you and 
the marriage you talk of. 

Ism. AVhat ! will you deprive your own son of her 1 

Cr. The grave was destined to put a stop to this marriage. 

Ism. 'Tis destine<l, as it seems, that she shall die. 

Cr. E'en as thou thinkest, so I.^ Make no more delay,^ 
but conduct her, ye slaves, within ; and from this time it is 
fitting that these women should not be left at liberty, for 
even the bold fly, when they already see the close of life 
near. 

Cii.^ Blessed are they to whom there is a life that tastes 
not of misfortune ; for to whomsoever their house shall have 
been shaken by heaven, nought of mischief is wanting, lurking 
through the fullness of their race ; like as when beneath the 
sea-traversing malignant Thracian blasts a billow runs over 
the marine diirkness, it stirs up from the deep the black and 
storm-tossed shingle, and the wave-lashed shores moan with 
the roar. I see the ancient sufferings of the house of Labdacus 
following on the sufferings of the dead ; nor does one generation 
quit the race, ^ but some one of the gods keeps felling it, nor 
has it a moment's release. For now what fight was spread 
above the last root in the house of Gi^dipus, again the death- 
ful dust^ of the infernal powers sweeps it away, and phrensy 
of words, and the mad fury of the mind. O Jove I what dar- 
ing pride of mortals can control thy power, which neither the 
sleep which leads the universe to old age^ ever seizes, nor the 
unwearied months of the go(}s? Through unwasting time, 
enthroned in might, thou dwellest in the glittering blaze of 
heaven ! For the future, and the instant, and the past, this 

^ So Wunder : " Ut tibi quidem videtur a me decretum esse, ita mihi 
videtur." — B. 

^ TpL^ug is governed by TTOLelre or uyerey or some such word under- 
stood. Musgrave very well remarks that there- is no more fitting occa- 
sion for an ellipsis than when the haste of an angry man is to he 
painted. 

^ This Chorus is enriched with some of the most sublime imagery and 
conception to be met with in any poet. The lines, in particular, which 
celebrate the power of Jupiter are grand beyond expression. 

* " Atone for, or pay the reckoning of the race." 

* See Donaldson. — B. 

" In Jjiddcll's Lexicon, the conjecture of Reimer, iravTayijpugt " never 
growing old," is approved. It certainly seems simpler than the nayKpor 
r^f of Donaldson. — B. 
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law will suffice : nothing comes to the life of mortals far re- 
moved at least from calamity.^ For much-deceitful hope is 
a gratification to many, and to many the beguilements of 
light-minded love ; but ruin advances on man, all-ignorant, 
before that he touch his foot with the warm fire. In wisdom 
hath an illustrious saying been by some one set forth : That 
evil on a time appears good to him whose mind the god hur- 
ries on to judgment, and that he lives for a brief space apart 
from its visitation. 

But here is Haemon, the youngest by birth of your children. 
Does he come, lamenting the fate of his betrothed bride An- 
tigone, grieving at being defrauded of the nuptials I 

Cr. We shall soon know better than prophets. O my son I 
having then heard the ratified decree against your bride, do 
you come, raging against your father *? or are we, in whatever 
way acting, dear to you ? 

Hi&MON. Father, I am thine ; and you, having good covaor 
sels for me, which I will follow, direct me aright. For no 
marriage will justly be considered greater with me than you, 
while guiding me well. ^ 

Cr. For thus, O my son, it is fitting to feel in your breast 
tliat every thing takes its place behind the judgment of a 
father; for on account of this men pray that begetting 
children, they may have them obedient in their house, in 
order that they may both repay an enemy with evil,^ and 
honor a friend equally with their father. But whosoever 
begets useless children, what would you say that he did else 
than engender toils to himself, and much laughter to his en- 
emies •? Do not you now, my son, for the sake of a woman, 
ever drive away your senses by pleasure, knowing that this 
is a chilling embrace, a bad wife, the partner of your bed at 
home. For what worse ulcer could there be than a fialse 
friend ? But, spuming her as an enemy, suffer this virgin 
to marry some one in the shades. For since I have dearly 

^ This is very corrupt. Donaldson would read, uifioc M^ dvSpbc 
alaav. " QvarQv Pi6T(f) iruairoTitc elaiv ura ; ** In all the life of mortals 
mischief in every state her franchise claims." — B. 

' There is a strong resemblance in this to the sentiments, not to say 
the language of the Psalmist : ** Like as arrows in the hand of the giant, 
even so are young children : happy is the man that hath his quiver fall 
of them ; they shall not be ashamed when they speak with their enemiei 
in the gate." — Ps. cxxvii. 5, 6. 
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discovered her alone of all the city acting with disobedience, 
I will not prove myself false to my country, but will put 
her to death. Let her, therefore, invoke Jove, the god of 
kindred; for if I rear those who are my natural kin dis- 
orderly, much more shall I thus rear those who are not con- 
nected with me : for whosoever is a good man in his own 
family, will also be shown to be just in the state ; but who- 
soever acts with violence in transgressing the laws, or thinks 
to. command those in power, it is impossible that he should 
meet with praise from me. But whom the city may appoint, 
him it is proper to obey in siniiU tilings or in great, just or 
unjust;^ and this man I am confident would rule well, and 
would be willing to be well ruled, and in the tempest of the 
spear would remain at his post a just and brave companion in 
arms. There is no greater bane than anarchy: it destroys 
cities, lays houses low, and in the combat with the spear scat- 
ters to the rout ;2 but discipline preserves the most of those who 
are under rule. There must thus be aid given to those that 
govern, and we must by no means yield to a woman ; for it 
were better, if necessary, to be vanquished by a man, and we 
would not be called inferior to women. 

Cn. To us indeed, if we are not misled by old age, you seem 
to speak wisely concerning what you speak. 

H^. Father, the gods implant wisdom in man, the highest 
of all possessions as many as exist. But I should neither be 
able nor know to express that you do not say these things 
aright. For another indeed it might be proper.^ For your 
interest, then, I have been accustomed to consider every 
thing that any one says or does, or has to blame; for your 
eye terrifies a common citizen from using those words which 

^ On this modest idea of sovereignty cf. -^sch. Chocph. 78, diKaia 
Kol /Lir/ SiKaia, firj TrpinovT' upxacg (Slov, pig. ^epofihciv alvtaai^ ircKpbv 
<l>p£vajv GTvyog Kparovay. — Seneca Med. 195. ".^quum atque iniquum 
regis impcrium feras." — Plant. Amphit. I. 1, 19. — B. 

^ /cara/5/5. rporaf, i- c-, kqt. uare Tpoirilg elvat. See Wunder. — B. 

^ Such is the interpretation of Heath : " Fieri quidem id possit ab alio 
(qui filius non sit tuns) et quidem non indecore." Hffimon delicately in- 
sinuates that the conduct of his father is objectionable, but will not al- 
low himself, from filial respect, to give vent to unbecoming censure. 
Brunck's translation bears about as much relation to the original as it 
docs to sense and intelligibility : " Est tamen ut alius etiam vera dicere 
queat." 
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vou would not be pleased to hear ; but I, in the shade, can 
near them, in what way the city mourns for this virgin ; how 
she, the most undeservedly of all women, perishes by the most 
wretched death, after most glorious deeds; she who did not 
suffer her own brother, having fallen in the slaughter unburied, 
to be destroyed by ravening dogs, nor by any bird. Is not 
she worthy of gaining golden honor? Such a hidden report 
makes its way on in silence. To me, father, there is no pos- 
session more honorable than your prosperity ; for what i& a 
greater ornament of glory to children than a father flourish^ 
ing? or what to a father than his children? Do not now 
bear this one disposition of mind only in yourself, that what 
you say, and nothing else, is right ; for whosoever thinks that 
he himself alone has wisdom, or a tongue, or a soul, such as 
no other, these men, when laid open, have been seen to be 
empty. But it is no disgrace to a man, even though he be 
wise, to learn many things, and not to strive too much against 
others. You see by the channels of winter streams hdw as 
many trees as yield preserve their boughs, but those that re- 
sist perish with the very root. And in like manner, whoever 
managing a ship, having drawn firm the sail-rope, gives no 
way ; he upsetting her, navigates for the future with benches 
turned upside down. But yield from your anger,^ and grant 
a change. For if there is any judgment with me too, though 
a younger man, I say that it is far the best for a man to be 
by nature full of knowledge ; but if not, for it is not wont to 
incline in this way, it is also honorable to learn from those that 
advise well.^ 

Ch. O king ! it is meet, if he speak to the purpose, that you 
should learn from him ; and you, Hsemon, again from your 
father ; for it has been well spoken on both sides. 

Cr. Shall we, of such an age, be taught wisdom by one of 
his time of life? 

^ Dindorf strangely retains dvfii^. — B. 

^ There is a passage very similar to this in Hesiod, which the readers 
of Aristotle will remember quoted in the first book of the Ethics : 
Kelvo^ utif navuptOTO^j bg airbc nuvra voijaei 
^pcujaufievog tu k* ^ireira Kot ic reXog ^oiv dfteivo' 
*E<t6^Zc <5* ai xfiKelvogy 6c ed elnovTi iriOtfrcu. 
t>? de Ke fiijr' airrb^ voiy, nr/rf HOCkon okovov 
'Ev 6v/i^ pu^'^TfTcUf 6& ah' uxpfiog ^p- 

Hesiod. "Epy. S90. 
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Hjr, Nothing which is not just ; but if I am a young man, 
it is not fitting to retard years more than works. 

Cr. For it is a good work to pay regard to those who are 
guilty of disobedience ? 

ILe. No, nor would I desire you to observe reverence to- 
ward the bad. • 

Cr. For has not she been seized with such a disease ? 

ILe. The people that dwell together in this city of Thebe 
deny it. 

Cr. Shall the city dictate to me what it is proper for mo to 
ordain? 

Hje, Do you see how you have spoken this like a very 
young man *? 

Cr. For does it become any other one than me to rule this 
land? 

11^:. Nay, that is not the state which is dependent on one 
man. 

Cr. Is not the state deemed the possession of its ruler ? 

ILe. No doubt : in an uninhabited land at least you might 
rule alone. 

Cr. He, as it appears, fights in alliance with a woman. 

HiE. If you are a woman ; for my care is for you. 

Cr. Oh, utterly basest of wretches ! quarreling with your 
father ! 

Hje, For I see you committing the sin of injustice. 

Cr. Do I sin in paying reverence to my own dominion I 

H-E. You do not pay reverence when trampling under foot 
at least the honors of the gods. 

Cr. Oh, accursed disposition, and enslaved to a woman ! 

Hje. You will not, at all events, ever find me the slave of 
what is base. 

Cr. All your speech at least is for her. 

ILe. And for you too, and for me, and for the gods below 
the earth. 

Cr. It may not be that you should ever now marry her in 
life. 

ILe. She then will die, and, dying, will destroy some one.^ 

* Crcon evidently supposes that Hffimon threatens his life, mistaking 
what is an ambiguous intimation of his purpose of destroying himself — 
Tr. The Covent Garden adapter well rendered it, "She'll die — per* 
chance not only she," — B. 
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Cr. Do you also, threatening, thus advance in audacity t 

ILe. And what threat is it to argue against foolish opin- 
ions? 

Cr. To your cost you shall school me, being yourself void 
of understanding. 

Hje. If you were not my father, I would haire said that you 
were simple. 

Cr. Being the slave of a woman, do not revile me.^ 

Hje. Do you wish to speak, and speaking, to hear nothing 
in return 1 

Cr. Can this be true? but know, by Olympus, that you 
shall not with impunity insult me with your upbraidings. 
Bring the hateful thing, that she may immediately die in the 
presence of her bridegroom, near him, and in his sight. 

ILe. Never, near me at least, think it not, shall she perish ; 
and you shall no longer, beholding it with your eyes, see my 
face, wherefore thou mayest be mad in company with soeh 
friends as are willing [to abide it]. 

Ch. The man, O king! has departed abruptly in anger; 
and the mind, when pained at his years, is dreadful. 

Cr. Let him do what he pleases ; let him, going, fed proud- 
er thoughts than become a mortal ; but he shall not release 
these virgins from their fate. 

Ch. For do you intend to kill both of them I 

Cr. Not her at least who did not touch the body, for yoa 
certainly suggest this well. 

Cii. And by what sort of death do you meditate to destroy 
her? 

Cr. Conducting her where the way is untrodden by mor- 
tals, I will bury her alive in the cavern of the rock,* only set- 
ting forth so much food as vnll suffice for expiation,^ in order 

^ KoTiXXcj generally means adulor, but here it is necessarily taken in 
an opposite sense. This mode of using the same word in a directly con- 
trary signification is not uncommon. 'Oveido^ is a marked instance of it : 
Oijfiaig KaTiTiiarov 5vei6og. Eur. Phoen. 821. 

^ "In arcam inclusos tradunt non dissimili genere pcens Danaen: 
Cycni liberos (Lycophr. 239), Comatam (Theocnt. vii. 78), denique So- 
tadem poetam (Athen. xiv. cap. 4)." — ^Musgrave. 

^ It is singular that in all cases of this live-burial, either ancient or 
modem, we find the custom prevail of leaving a certain quantity of food 
with the victim. In Greece it was held impious to suffer any one to die 
of famine, and this was a kind of juggling way of satisfyiiig the eon- 
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that all the city may avoid the pollution. There, imploring 
Pluto, whom alone of gods she reveres, she will obtain a res- 
pite from death, or will know at least then that it is lost trou- 
ble to pay reverence to those in the shades. 

Chorus. O Love ! unconquerable in the fight. Love ! who 
lightest on wealth, ^ who makest thy couch in the soft cheeks^ 
of the youthful damsel, and roamest beyond the sea, and mid 
the rural cots, thee shall neither any of the immortals escape, 
nor of men the creatures of a day ;^ but he that feels thee is 
that instant maddened. Thou for their ruin seducest the minds 
of the just to injustice ; thou hast stirred up this strife of kin- 
dred men, and desire revealed from the eyes^ of the beauteous 
bride wins the victory, desire that holds its seat^ beside the 
mighty laws in rule ; for the goddess Venus v/antons uncon- 
querable among all. But now already I too am borne with- 
out the pale of laws, beholding this spectacle ; and I am no 
longer able to restrain the fountains of tears, when I here see 
Antigone passing on her way to the chamber where all repose. 

science that the. pollution was avoided. In modem times the practice 
seems to have been continued with the cruel object of prolonging the tor- 
ments of such a horrible existence. — Tr. For Oriental illustrations, see 
Lane, Arabian Nights, vol. iii. p. 102, note 35. — B. 

^ Donaldson, partly after Reisig, would take KT^fiaai, according to 
Plato's dictum, that men are the KTTjfiara of the gods, and that the poel 
means that Love, by his attacks, enslaves men at once, rendering them 
KTTJfiara. — B. 

3 Chi® 

Pulchris excubat in genis. — Horace. 

^ We may safely put in contrast with this Chorus, though highly beau- 
tiful, the following lines on the same subject from one of the first of 
modern poets : 

In peace. Love tunes the shepherd's reed ; 

In war he mounts the warrior's steed ; 

In halls, in gay attire is seen ; 

In hamlets, dances on the green. 

Love rules the court, the camp, the grove, 

And men below, and saints above ; 

For love is heaven, and heaven is love. 

Lay of the Last Minstrel, Canto iii. 2. 

* 1 Cf. Eurip. Hipp. 525. 'Epug 'Epwf, 6 Kar' hfifidruv Sra^etf nodov. 
Achilles Tatius vi. p. 375, iizeidfi eig ra vfifiaTa tcjv /ccAcjv rd xuA/lo; 
KuOTjTaij ^eov kKelBev kirl rovq 6(pda?ifiovg tuv SpuvTCJV. — B. 

^ But see Donaldson. Whence the translator got *• in heaven's rule," 
I can not tell. — B. 
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Ant. Behold mc, ye citizens of my father-land, advancing 
on this last journey, and beholding the liglit of the sun for the 
last time and never again ; but Hades, whose chamber receives 
all, conducts me, living, to the shore of Acheron, neither bless- 
ed with the lot of wedlock,^ nor hath the bridal lay yet hymn- 
ed me, but I shall be the bride of Acheron. 

Cn. Nay, but renowned and enjoying praise you descend to 
this recess of the dead, neither struck by wasting disease, nor 
having received the award of the sword ; but in freedom and 
in life you alone of mortals shall descend to Hades. 

Ant. I have heard that, by a most mournful fate, perished, 
on the promontory of Sipylus, the Phrygian stranger,^ daugh- 
ter of Tantalus. Her, like the clinging ivy, did the shoots of 
rock subdue ; and her, dissolving away in showers, as the le- 
gends of mortals tell, the snow never leaves ; and from her 
eyes, that ever flow with tears, she bedews the cliffs. Most 
like her, the god lulls me to sleep. 

Ch. But she was a goddess, and of heavenly birth ; and we 
are mortals, and of mortals born. And yet to you a perisha- 
ble creature, it is high fame to meet with a fate like the peers 
of the gods. 

Ant. Woe is me ! I am derided. Why, by the gods of my 
fathers, do you insult me, not yet dead, but still beheld in 
sight*? O my country ! O my countrymen, of rich estate ! O 
ye fountains of Dirce, and grove of Thebe, the renowned for 
the car ! I take you withal jointly to witness, how unlamented 
by my friends, and by what laws I go to the sepulchral dun- 
geon of my untimely tomb. O, woe is me ! who am neither a 
dweller among men nor shades, the living nor the dead« 

^ Antigone, in these beautiful and swan-like dirges, more than once 
expresses her regret for never having experienced the marriage joys. 
There is nothing indelicate, except to the eye of false refinement, in this 
candid declaration of natural feeling. We find an equally pure illustra^ 
tioh of the same sentiment in the case of Jephtha s daughter, who went 
" and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains." Her example was 
even admired ; for " it was a- custom in Israel, that the daughters of Is- 
rael went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephtha the Gileadite four days 
in a year." — Judges xi. 

* Niobe, who was changed into stone for having bragged Latona with 
her children. Agathias, an old quaint fool, has the following lines on this 
hard punishment : 

'O rvfi^og ovTog tvdov ovk ex^i veKVV, 

*0 VeKfHtg OVTOg IKTOg OVK ix^l TU^OV. 
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Cn. Having advanced to the extreme of audacity, thou hast 
violently dashed, my child, against the lofty throne of justice. 
Thou payest some penalty of thy father. 

Ant. Thou hast touched on a thought most psunful to me, 
the thrice-renowned griefs of my father, and the fate of all our 
race, the illustrious children of Labdacus. Woe! for the 
curses that attended my mother's bed, the incestuous connec- 
tion of my wretched mother with my father, from which I, un- 
happy, formerly sprung ! and now accurst, unblessed by nup- 
tials, I go to sojourn with my parents. O my brother ! hav- 
ing met with an ill-fated marriage,^ ^^yiiig? tl^ou hast destroyed 
me, yet in life. 

Ch. To act reverently is an act of piety ; but power, to 
whomsoever power is intrusted, must not in any way be trans- 
gressed. Thy self-willed temper has destroyed thee. 

Ant. Unwept, and friendless, and unwedded, T, wretched, 
am conducted on this destined way. It is no longer allowed 
me, unhappy, to look on this luminary's sacred eye ; and no 
friend mourns mine unwept doom. 

Cr. Know ye not that no one would cease from dirges and 
wailings before death, if it were of avail to utter them ? Will 
ye not lead her as quickly as possible, having inclosed her, as 
I directed, in the cavemed tomb, leave her by herself alone, 
whether it is fated she shall die or lead a life entombed in 
such a dwelling. For we are free from pollution as respects 
this virgin, but, at all events, she shall be deprived of abode- 
above. 

Ant. O tomb! O bridal chamber! O excavated, ever^ 
guarded dwelling! where I go to mine own, of whom now 
perished Proserpine has received the greatest number among 
the dead, and of whom I descend the last, and by a fate far the 
most wretched, before having fulfilled my term of life ! De- 
pjirting, however, I strongly cherish in my hope that I shall 
come dear to my father, and dear to thee, my mother, and dear 
to thee, O brother dear ; since I, with my own hand, washed 
you when dead, and decked you out, and poured the libations 
over your tomb : and now, Polynices, having buried your 

^ Polynices wedded the daughter of Adrastus, king of Argos ; and be- 
ing, from this powerful alliance, induced to undertake the expedition 
against Thebes, he met with his own death, and entailed a still more 
wretched fate on his sister. 
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body, I gain such a reward. And yet, in the opinion of those 
who have just sentiments, I honored you aright. For nei- 
ther, though I had been the mother of children, nor though 
my husband dying, had mouldered away, would I have under- 
taken this toil against the will of the citizens. On account of 
what law do I say this ? There would have been another hus- 
band for me if the first died, and if I lost my child there would 
have been another from another man ! but my father and my 
mother being laid in the grave, it is impossible a brother should 
ever be born to me.^ On the principle of such a law, having 
preferred you, my brother, to all other considerations, I seemed 
to Creon to commit a sin, and to dare what was dreadful. 
And now, seizing me by force, he thus leads me away, having 
never enjoyed the nuptial bed, nor heard the nuptial lay, nor 
having gained the lot of marriage, nor of rearing my children ; 
but thus I, an unhappy woman, deserted by my friends, go, 
while alive, to the cavern of the dead. Having transgressed 
— what justice of the gods ? what need is there for me, a mis- 
erable wretch, to look any longer to the gods ? What ally can 
I invoke, since at least by observing piety I have obtained the 
reward of impiety ? But if these things are good among the 
gods, suffering, we may be made conscious of our error ; but 
if my enemies be guilty, may they not suffer more evils than 
they unjustly inflict on me. 

Ch. The same blasts 'of the same storms of the soul still 
possess her. 

Cr. Tears, therefore, shall arise upon those who conduct 
her, for their slowness. 

Ant. Woe is me! this command has come close upon 
death. 

Cr. I give you no hope to console you that these things 
shall not be consummated in this way. 

^ There is a story in Herodotus, of this very principle havmg been acted 
upon. The whole family of Intaphemcs being condemned to death, his 
wife prevailed on Darius, by her lamentations, to grant her the life of one 
of her kindred. She chose to save her brother, and gave the same reasons 
as Antigone for neglecting her husband and children. The two ladies may 
reason very subtilely on the point, but the principle they go upon is ev- 
idently false. The original institution that " a man should leave his fa- 
ther and his mother, and should cleave unto his wife," is no less agree- 
able to nature than to reason and revelation. The example of Alcestis 
will always be more admired than that of the wife of Intapherncs. 
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Ant. O native city of the land of Thebe, and gods of my 
father's race, I am hurried along, and have no more respite. 
Behold, ye rulers of Thebes, the last remaining of the royal 
race, what deeds I suffer at the hands of what men for having 
revered religion. 

Ch. The form of Danae,^ too, endured to change the light 
of heaven ; in dungeons secured with brass, and concealed in 
a sepulchral chamber, she was bound.. And yet she was hon- 
ored in her race, my child, my child, and cherished the seed 
of Jove, that flowed in golden shower. But the power of fate 
is a marvelous one. Neither tempest, nor war, nor tower, 
nor black sea-beaten ships, escape its control. To that yoke, 
too, was bowed the keen-wrathed son of Dryas,^ king of the 
Edonians, being prisoned by Bacchus for his virulent temper 
in the bonds of rock ; and thus he distills the dreadful venom 
of madness, ever bursting up afresh. He knew, when too late, 
that^ it was a god he had glanced at in his phrensy with revil- 
ing words. For he would have put a stop to the inspired maids 
and the Bacchic flame ; and he chafed the Muses, the lovers of 
song. By the Cyanean deeps of the double sea, the shores ".of 
the Bosphorus, and the Thracian Salmydessus (where Mars 
dwells near their cities), saw the accursed wound, inflicted 
with blindness, on the two sons of Phineus, by a fell step- 
mother,* a darkening wound, imprinted on the ^vretched balls 
of their eyes, with bl-oody hands, by the spear, and the points 
of the shuttle ; and pining away in misery, they wept the 
wretched sufferings of their mother, who bore the children of 
an ill-fated marriage. But she owned the seed of the sons of 
Erectheus,^ of ancient lineage ; and in far distant caves was 

^ The Chorus, in this wild and beautiful strain, console Antigone with 
the enumeration of other fates as wretched as her own. It has been well 
enough observed that the examples they quote of Danae and Lycurgus 
arc not compared to her in their crimes, but their sufferings. 

2 The son of Dryas was Lycurgus, who, having routed the Bacchana- 
lians from his territory, was punished by their god with some severe doom, 
here described as imprisonment, but variously related by various authors. 

' Donaldson reads Kelvog kiriyvG) 6^ dvaig. — B. 

* Idaia, who barbarously put out the eyes of Plexippus and Pandion, 
the sons of Phineus, by his first wife Cleopatra. 

^ Her mother Orithyia was the daughter of Erectheus, and wife of 
Boreas. It was on this claim of kindred that the Athenians, in obedience 
to the oracle, asked the aid of their son-in-law Boreas during the Persian 
invasion. 
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nursed, amid the storms of her father, a daughter of Boreas,^ 
rivaling the steed in swiftness, as she bound^ over the lofty 
mountains, child of heaven ; but even over her, my daugkter, 
the eternal Fates prevailed. 

TiRESiAS. Ye princes of Thebes, we come on this common 
way, two seeing by one, for the journey of the blind is made 
by a guide. 

Ck. But what new event, O aged Tiresias, has happen- 
ed*? 

TiR. I will teach you, and do you obey the prophet. 

Cr. I was not formerly wont 16 depart fi-om your advice. 

TiR. Wherefore you direct aright the helm of this state. 

Cr. I testify the advantages I liave experienced. 

TiR. Consider that you now again stand on the Y&cy edge 
of fate. 

Cr. What is it ? How I shudder at your words ! 

TiR. You shall know, hearing the signs of my art. For, 
sitting down on my ancient augural seat, where was my 
station for all augury, I hear an unknown sound of birds, 
beating the air with ill-omened and unwonted ftiry, and I 
perceived that they were tearing each other with bloody 
talons ; for the clashing of their wings gave clear indication. 
Being alarmed, I straightway essayed the divination by fire 
on the blazing altars ; and Irom the sacrifice the fiame burst 
not forth, but on the ashes a clammy vapor kept oozing 
from the thighs, and burned up, and sputtered, and the entrails 
were scattered in air, and the thighs,^ melting away, fell 
out from the involving caul. Such expiring^ omens of mys- 
terious rites I learned from this boy ; for he is a guide to me, 
and I to others. And the city is afflicted with this from your 
determination ; for our altars, and all our hearths, are full of 
birds and dogs, feeding on the body of the wretched son of 
Q^Mipus; and the gods no longer accept from us the sacri- 

^ Bopeug, udoc, a patronymic appellation for a nymph descended from 
Boreas. 

^ The thighs were the part of the sacrifice appropriated to the gods, 
because, says Eustathius, they are useful to men for walking and gener- 
ation. It is clear enough that the thighs are considerably useful in these 
important functions, but why for this reason they should be peculiarly 
acceptable to the gods is by no means so obvious. 

^ ^Blvovt'^ evanescentia. Mali ominis erat in ignispiciui quicquid 
dcbilc ct evanidum erat. — Musgrave. 
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ficial prayer, nor the flame of the thighs ; nor does bird send 
forth the notes of propitious omen, being gorged with the 
fat of human gore. These things, therefore, my son, consider ; 
for it is common to all men to err; but when one may err, 
he is no longer an unwise nor an infatuated man, who, having 
fallen into evil, is cured, nor remains immovable. Obstinacy 
incurs the imputation of folly. War not with the fallen, nor 
wound the dead. What prowess is it to slay the slain t 
Being well-disposed toward you, I advise you well ; and it is 
most pleasing to learn from a good adviser, if his advice bring 
advantage. 

Cr. Old man, ye all, like archers at a mark, discliarge your 
shafts at me; and I am not unacquainted with the arts of 
prophets, by the race of whom I have long since been made 
the subject of barter and traffic. Pursue your gain, make your 
purchase, if you choose, of the amber of Sardis and the gold 
of India ; but him ye shall never inclose in the tomb ; not even 
though the eagles of Jove, seizing him as their prey, should 
bear him to the throne of the god ; not even thus, dreading 
the pollution, would I permit his burial. For I well know 
that no mortal is able to pollute the gods. But, O aged Tire- 
sias, even those men who are clever in many things meet with 
disgraceful falls, when, for the sake of gain, they plead spe- 
ciously a base argument. 

TiR. Ha ! does any man know, does he consider — 

Cr. What is the matter ? What trite saying is this ? 

TiR. By how much wisdom is the best of possessions 1 

Cr. By so much, methinks, as folly is the greatest bane. 

TiR. You, however, are by nature full of this malady. 

Cr. I do not wish to bandy reproach witli a prophet. 

TiR. And yet you do, saying that I prophesy what is false. 

Cr. For all the race of prophets are lovers of gain. 

TiR. But that of kings loves base gain. 

Cr. Do you know that you address what you say to your 
rulers ? 

Till. I know it ; for, having preserved by my means this 
city, you sway it. 

Cr. You are a skillful prophet, but given to injustice. 

TiR. You will force me to utter the secrets that lie unmoved 
in my breast. 

Cr. Move them, only do not speak for gain. 
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Tm. For thus do I already' seem U> have spoken, ae for aa 
regards your part^ 

Gr. Know tb.at you sball not sell my resolution. 

Tib, Uut do you too know well that you shall not any 
longer see to their end many courses of the sun in rival speed, 
before that yourself repay one sprung from your own bowels, 
dead, a recompense for the dead, in return for having sent 
one who was in upper air below the earth, and dishonorably 
made a living being to dwell in the tomb, and for having, on 
the other hand, detaineil here one debarred from intercourse 
with the infernal deities, and deprived of funeral obsequiea 
an unhallowed corpse; io which things neither any concern 
appertiuna to you, nor to the gods above. But these things 
are done with violent injustice by you ; for this, the Furiea 
of Hades, and of the gods, avenging with penal consequence, 
lie in ambush for you, that you may be enthralled by the same 
misfortunes. See if, induced by money, I prophesy this) 
for the lapse of no long time sball exliibit the mounung of 
pien and women in your palace j and all the stales shall be 
stirred up together in enmity,' the mangled bodies of whose 
dtizens or dogs have polluted, or wild beasts, or some winged 
bird, bearing an unhallowed stench to the altarB of the city. 
Such unerring arrows, since you ptun me, I iiave discharged, 
like an archer, in anger from my soul, and their wa 
you shall not escape. Eiit do you, boy, conduct me home, 
that be may vent his p:i£i^on upon younger men, and nuy- 
know to nurse a mon; temperate tongue, and feelings bett^.' 
tlian the mind be now bears. 

Ch. The man, king, has departed, having predicted dread- 
ful events; and I know, from the time that I changed this 
hair into white from black, that he never once declared to the 
city what was false. 

CiL. I also have known it, and I am disturbed 
thoughts; but to yield were cowardly; and there is dang»^ 
that, by resisting, I afflict my mind with calamity. 

Cii. There is need, O Croon, son of Menoeoeus, of prudent 
counsel. 

' Those states that had pined in the eipeditioa, Bnti whose dead were 
all left unburieii. Their being slirred up in enmity ia a prophelic allasion 
tu the expedilion of the £{iii.'i>ni, wha conquoiud Thebca tj lavEage the 
mibfattuneB of theii fathers bef<ire itu nails. 
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Cr. What, in truth, is it requisite to dot Tell me, and I 
will obey. 

Ch. Going, release the virgin from her subterraneous abode, 
and prepare a tomb for the body that lies exposed. 

Cr. And do you approve of this, and think I ought to 
yield! 

Cii. Ay, and as quickly too, O king, as possible, for the 
swift-footed vengeance of Heaven cuts short those who are of 
wicked minds. 

Cr. Ah me ! it is with difficulty indeed, but still I am 
changed from my purpose to do it. We must not maintain an 
unequal combat with necessity. 

Cii. Going, now, do these things ; do not intrust them to 
others. 

Cii. Thus, as I am, I will go. But ye attendants, both pres- 
ent and absent, taking axes in your hands, rush to the conspie- 
uous spot; and since my opinion has been converted in this 
way, as I myself bound her, so, being present, I will set her at 
liberty ; for I fear lest it be not best, preserving the established 
laws, to close life. 

CiiOKUS. O thou, who art hailed by many a name,^ glory 
of the Tlieban nymph, and son of deeply-thundering Jove, 
who swayest renowned Italia, and president o'er the rites of 
Ceres, in the vales of Eleusis, open to all ! O Bacchus, who 
dwellest in Thebe, tlie mother city of the Bacchanals, by the 
flowing streams of Ismenus, and the fields where the teeth 
of the fell dragon were sown ; thee, the smoke beheld as it 
burst into flame above the double-crested rock,^ where roam 

* Bacchus was rich in names, chiefly derived from his attributes. Th^ 
were Lyseus, Lenaeus, Bassareus, Bromius, Euius, Eleleus, Dithyrambus, 
and fifty others. 

^ aripoTp — Xiyvvg, lucidus, vel candens, fulgidus vapor. — Musgrave. 
This smoke or flame, or both, which denoted the presence or approach 
of the god on the summits of Parnassus, is frequently celebrated by the 
poets : 

id Tia/jLTTOvaa Trirpa Tvvphq 

diKopv^ov GtT^ag^ vn^p uKpov 

BaKX€to)v. Eurip. Phoeniss®, 237. 

tvda TTvp irridq, deov 



"QaKxeluv. Eurip. Ion. 1125. — Tr. 

On the light which was supposed to shine at the approach of a god, 
see Virg. Mn. I. 406 ; II. 690. Ovid. Fast. I. 94.— B. 
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the Corycian nymphs,^ the votaries of Bacchus, and the fount 
of Castalia flows ; and thee the ivy-crowned steeps of the Nys- 
ian mountains,^ and the green shore, with its many clusters, 
triumphant send along,^ amid the immortal words, that hymn 
thy " Evoe !" to reign the guardian of the streets of Thebe, 
whom you honor highest of all cities, along with your 
mother that perished by the thunder. And now, since the 
city with all its people is enthralled by a \'iolent disease, 
come with healing steps, over the slopes of Parnassus, or the 
resounding gulf of the sea.^ O leader of the choir of flame- 
breathing stars,^ director of the voices that sound by nighty 
youthful god, son of Jove, reveal thyself along with thy min^ 
istering Moenads, the Naxian maids, who maddening through 
this livelong night, celebrate thee with the dance, thee their 
lord lacchus. 

Messenger. Ye inhabitants of the abodes of Cadmus and 
Amphion, it is impossible that I should ever praise or blame 
the life of man in whatever condition it may be ; for Fortune 
always raises, and Fortune casts down the prosperous and the 
unprosperous, and no one is prescient of what is decreed for 
mortals. For Creon once, as appeared to me, was enviable, 
having preserved this land of Cadmus from the enemy, and re^ 
ceiving the complete dominion of the country, he directed it, 
happily flourishing with a noble race of children ; and now all 
is gone. For when a person loses the pleasures of life, I do 
not consider him to live, but look upon him as the living dead* 
Let him have great wealth, if you choose, in his house, and 
live with the outward splendor of a king; but if joy be want- 
ing to these, I would not purchase the rest with the shadow 
of smoke compared with the real pleasures. 

^ So called from the Cyprian grotto, their consecrated abode at tlie 
foot of Mount Parnassus. 

^ There were various mountains of this Dame. Nysa, in Euboea, is sup- 
posed to be the one alluded to here. 

^ *' triumphant lead." Such is the force of irefiireiv, when speaking of 
a god led in procession. uEsch. £um. 12, irifiirovai & a^dv kcH aepU 
^ovatv fieya. Sedulius Paschal. 18, uses a semi-barbarous word, ** pom- 
pare :" *' Grandisonis pompare modis." With the whole description 
compare Ariistoph. Thesmoph. 988, sqq. ; Ran. 325, sqq. — B. 

* Crossing from Eubcea to Boeotia. 

* Some t^e these words literally, otheis regard them as ^gozatif* ci 
Khe torches home hy the Bacchanals. 
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Ch. What burden of sorrow on our princes is this again, 
that you come to tell t 

Mess. They are dead; and the living are guilty of their 
death. 

Ch. And who was the slayer? and who is the slain? 
Speak. 

Mess. Haemon has perished, and by a suicidal hand he is 
dyed with blood. 

Ch. Whether by his father's hand, or his own ?^ * 

Mess. Himself, by his own hand, being angry with his fa- 
ther on account of the murder. 

Ch. O prophet ! how correctly have you declared this pre- 
diction ! 

Mess. As these things being so, you may deliberate on the 
rest. 

Ch. And in truth I see near at hand the wretched Euryd- 
ice, wife of Creon ; and having neither heard of her son, or by 
chance, she is passing from the palace. 

Eurydice. O all ye citizens, I heard the rumor, at least, 
as I was going out in order that I might repair to the tem- 
ple of the goddess Pallas, her suppliant in prayer ; and I 
chance to be undoing the bars of the fastened gate, and the 
voice of domestic affliction strikes my ears. Moved by terror, 
I fall prostrate in the arms of my attendants and faint away. 
But whatever was the tale, repeat it ; for not untried by mis- 
fortune, I shall hear it. 

Mess. I, my dear mistress, being present, will tell it, and 
I will not omit a word of the truth. For why should I alle- 
viate that to you in which I should afterward be detected 
of falsehood? The truth is always right. I followed your 
husband an attendant on foot to the extremity of the plain, 
where still lay the unpitied body of Polynices, mangled by 
dogs; and him, indeed, having implored the goddess that is 

^ The ignorance of fat-brained commentators has led them to make a 
row about this question being put by the Chorus, after the Messenger had 
announced the death of Hsemon by his own hand. The scholiast, simple ' 
soul, will have it that the Chorus, in their agitation, heard no more than 
the words, " Haemon has perished." Musgrave and Heath blunder in an 
equally pitiable manner. Any one who had read ten lines of Greek po- 
etry ought to have known that the dyina by a kindred hand waA congid- 
ered and spoken of as suicide. — ^Tr. Cf. Liddell, s. ▼. — B. 
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placed in the highways,^ and Pluto to have a gracious will, 
we bathed with holy lavations, and having consumed what 
remained of the body, with fresh-plucked boughs, and piled 
up a lofty barrow of his native soil, we again repair to the 
rocky cavern, the^ bridal chamber of the grave's betrothed. 
And some one hears at a distance the voice of loud lament 
beside that unconsecrated chamber, and hastening he tells it to 
our master, Creon ; but round him, as he approached nearer, 
there float the indistinct notes of wretched wailing, and duiek- 
ing, he utters these mournful words : " O unhappy me ! am I 
then a true prophet I Do I now advance on the most ill-fitted 
way of all that I have gone before? The voice of my son 
greets^ me. Go with speed, ye attendants, nearer, and stand- 
ing by the tomb, ascertain, having penetrated the cleft made by 
drawing away the stone close to the mouth, whether I hear 
the voice of Haemon, or am deceived by the gods." On the 
command of our desponding master we examined the plaoe^ 
and we see in the extremity of the tomb the virgin, hanging 
by the neck, suspended in the woven noose of her Hnen robe, 
and the youth lying beside her, with his arms around her 
waist, deploring the destruction of his bride below the earth, 
and the deeds of his father, and his ill-starred nuptials. Bat 
Creon, when he §ees him, having uttered a dismal groan, goes 
in toward him, and in the loud tone of grief caUs on bim : 
" O wretched man, what sort of deed have you donet What 
mind had you 1 In what circumstance of calamity are yon ru- 
ined t Come forth, my son, suppliant I beseech yoa«" Baft 
his son, glaring on him with savage eyes, spitting on his fiu^e,' 
and replying nothing, draws his double-edged 8W<h^;^ baft 
his father rushing away in flight, he -missed him; then the 
ill-fated man, enraged with himself^ immediatdy stretdiing 

* Trivia, Hecate, or Proserpine. 

^ aaivEL. There is some difficulty in this word. Peihapt if we eon- 
sider the provincialism by which " greeting" \b used for " weeping," the 
word will appear less inapposite than otherwiee. — B. 

^ I prefer ** spuming him with his glance." Bolwer adherae to the 
other interpretation.— -B. 

* Aristotle very justly finds fault with thie incident. There l« MMne- 
thing horrible and unnatural in the attempt of a son to slay bis own fi^ 
ther ; and since he fails to execute his purpose, there i« no tngieal efieet 
produced. The spectator ought not to be ehodMd anneceMoi^. 
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out^ the sword, drove it to the middle in his side, and still in 
possession of his senses, with his enfeebled arm he embraces 
the virgin,^ and gasping, he casts a swift gush of goiy drops 
on her pallid cheek. And dead by the dead the hapless youth 
lies, having obtained his nuptial rites in the mansions of Pluto, 
a proof to the world of rashness, how it attaches to man the 
greatest of his ills. 

Cn. What can you conjecture this to mean? The woman 
hus some time since disappeared before uttering word, good or 
bad.3 

Mess. I myself am also astonished ; but I live in the hope 
that, hearing the calamities of her son, she does not deign to 
make her lamentations public, but within, beneath the roof of 
the palace, will appoint her maids to mourn a domestic sorrow; 
for ^e is not devoid of judgment, so as to commit what is im- 
proper. 

Cii. I know not ; for to me, at least, a deep silence seems to 
portend something grievous, and an excess of clamorous grief 
to be without consequence. 

Mess. But going within the palace, we will inform ourselves 
whether she secretly conceals in her enraged heart any unlaw- 
ful purpose ; for your suggestion is good, and there is some- 
thing grievous in too deep silence. 

Ch. And in truth here comes the king himself, having a 
memorable token in his hand, * if we may lawfully so say — no 

^ kTrevToBeigy pro kirevTeLvufievoc. Sic, ut erat, ensem intentans.— - 
Musgrave. 

* This description of the two ill-fated lovers, the dying and the dead, 
contains the very essence of poetry and tragic beauty. A finer subject 
for a picture can not well be imagined. 

^ There is something very striking and fearful in the moody silence of 
deep passion and despair. 

fj.7) 'k Trjq OLidTTiig Tiiad' dvaftfir/^ei KCKa. — CEdip. Tyran. 1074. 

' A few lines below, the Chorus also expresses this same feeling of apprc 
hension from the same cause. 

* Creon, it would appear from this, comes in, carrying the dead body 
of Hffimon. Shaksepeare, in a similar way, introduces Lear with Cordelia 
in his arms. This incident is well calculated for stage effect ; but the 
Goths who have mangled Lear for representation, have now left out the 
scene of " that fair dead daughter." — Tr. Macready, however, has shown 
his wonted judgment by its restoration. In the present scene, Vanden- 
hofiTs ciction and declamation merited the highest commendation. — B. 
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calamity irom a foreign source, but he himBelf its guilty au< 

lEntCT Creon, leanijig upon the body of his *Dn, borne on a 
litter.] 

Cr. Alas ! the irreparable and deadly errore ofa perverted 
mind ! ye, who look on the kindred alayere ftod the slain I 

Oh me ! for ttc iiifiituation of my counsels ! O my son I my 

son ! in your youth by an untimely fate [woe, woe, woe, 

■e !], thou hast died, thou hast departed by mine, not thy 



Co. Ah me ! how you seem too late to perceive justice I 

Ce, Ah me ! I wretched gain it by experience ; and on my 
head the god then dashed with heavy impulse, and drove mo 
on to furious ways; having, alas! overturned to be trampled 
beneath foot my former joy. Alas 1 alas I O the toils of mor- 
tals 1 hapless toils ! 

Messengeb. O master, how, both having the posgessing, 
you bear these evils in your Lands, and you seem coming soon 
about to Itehold other evils in your palace, 

Cr. And what, after these calamities, is there still more ca- 
lamitous 1 

Mess. Your wife is dead, the full mother of this corpse, i 
an unhappy fate by wounds just fresh inflicted. 

Cr. O port of the grave, that no expiation may soothe, why, 
why do you destroy me? O thou that hast conveyed to nto \ 
the evil tidings of sorrow, what a tale dost thou tell ^ Alas 1 ] 
alas ! thou hast a second time dispatched a dead man. What, I 
O man, dost thou say? "What new intelligence doBt thou da- ' 
liver? Woe, woe, WOP, woe ! that the death of my wife by ' 
murder is added to the destruction of my son f 

Mess. You may behold it ; for the body is no longer in 

IBy a lamcmevi of the iiuciK}.^iiii the scene opens and discomrf tit \ 
body of EuBVDic^ surrounded by her ailcndants.] 

Cr, Woe is me! this other succeeding evil I wretched bo- I 
hold. What then, what fate yet awaita me? I, an unhappy I 
wretch, am already licaring in my arms my son, and I see op- f 
poMte that other dead body. Alas ! alas, O wretched motliep] '| 
•tlas, my son 1 

Mess. She, in keen anger, falling down beside the altar, 

closes her darkening eyes, having first, indeed, bewailed tha 

12 
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illustrious bed of M^areus, who formerlj died, and again of 
him before us ; and last, having imprecated a baneftd fortune 
on you, the murderer of jour children. 

Cr. Woe, woe, woe, woe ! I am fluttered with fear. Why 
does not some one wound me through with a two-edged sword t 
A wretched man am I, alas ! alas ! and in a wretched fate am 
I involved. 

]ViESS. As being guilty at least of both the one fate and the 
other, you were denounced by her as she died. 

CiL But in what way did slie depart fi-om life in the 
slaughter ? 

Mess. Having with her o^ti hand pierced herself below 
the liver, when she heard the deeply-mournful sufierings of 
her son. 

Cr. Woe is me ; this guilt will never apply to any other 
but me; for I, a miserable \%Tetch, I have slain thee; I say 
the truth. O ye attendants, conduct me, with all speed con- 
duct me without ; me, who am no more than nothingness. 

Ch. You bid what profits, if there be any aught that profits 
in misfortunes ; for present e\'ils, when shortest are best. 

Cr. Let it come, let it come, let the last of my fates appear, 
bringing most happily to me the close of my days : let it come, 
let it come, so that I may never behold another day. 

Mess. Those things are future ; of these things present com- 
mand what we ought to do ; for others are a care to those 
whom it behooves to have this care. 

Cr. But I prayed for those things I desire. 

Mess. Pray now for nothing; since there is no esci^ to 
mortals from predestined calamity. 

[Creon is led off."] 

Cr. Lead away now without this shadow of a man, who, 
O my son, unAvillingly slew thee, and thee, too, my wife. O 
wretched man that I am! I neither know whither nor to 
whom I should look ; for every thing misguided, both in my 
hands and over my head, has an intolerable fate made to burst 
upon me. 

Cii. To be wise is the first part of happiness; and it be- 
hooves us not to be guilty of irreverence in those things at 
least that concern the gods ; for the haughty words of the 
vaunting, paying the penalty of severe affliction, have taughi 
wisdom to old age. 
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Hercules having excited the jealous fears of Deianiia by bringing 
home the captive lole as a new partner of his bed, she sent him as a 
love-charm a garment dipped in the blood which fell from the death- 
wound with which the Centaur Nessus had been stricken by Hercules. 
The poison took a fatal effect, and Hercules, perishing in agony, was 
placed on a funeral pile on Mount GSta, where he was to leoetTe faia 
immortality, and rest from suffering. Deianira, in despair, slew ~ 
self.— B. 



DRAMATIS PERSONS. 



Deianira. 

Attendant. 

Hyllus. 

Chorus. 

Messenger. 



LiCHAS. 

Nursb. 
Old Mah. 
Herculbs. 



Deianira. There is an ancient saying, reacfwned among 
men, that you can not fully judge of the life of mortals, idietli- 
er it has been good or bad to an individual before his death.^ 
But I, even before I come to the realms of Pluto, know tiiat I 
have led my life in misfortune and calamity; I, who indeed, 
while dwelling in the palace of my father (Eneas, in Fleoron,^ 
felt the greatest horror of nuptials of all the .^jtofian maids. 
For my suitor was a river, I mean the Adieloiis, who, in three 
forms, sought me of my ^ther : now coming in faU shape a 
bull :^ at another time, a speckled wreathed snake ; and at a 

^ This sentiment is common enoush ; hut the w^ in which it is here 
talked of, as famous and proverbial, miows us that Sophocles had in view 
the speech of Solon to Croesus. If he meant to make Deianiia quote So- 
lon, he is guilty of a very gross anachronism. — Ta. See Hennann. — ^B. 

' Pleuron was the capital of ^tolia, and is reported to have been a dtj 
of great splendor in the early ages of Greece. 

^ This seems to have been the common way, in andent timea, of vepre- 
senting rivers. Homer has frequent allusions to it ; and Horeee appoea 
the epithet '* tauriformis*' to the Aufidus, at a time whoi such my ^ M tH ir 
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third, in the body of a man with the licad of a bull ; and from 
his thick, shaggy beard, the streams of liquid founts kept flow* 
ing. I, wretched, having received such a suitor, always prayed 
to die before I should ever approach his bed. And in late time 
indeed, but to my joy, came the illustrious son of Jove and 
Alcmena, who engaging with this monster in the strife of bat- 
tle, delivers me. The manner of their fray I am not able to de- 
scribe ; for 1 know it not ; but whosoever sat undismayed dur- 
ing the spectacle, he could tell it.^ For I sat confounded with 
terror, lest my beauty might, on a time, work my bane. But 
Jove, the arbiter of co' flicts, disposed the issue well, if in truth 
it be well ; for being united his awarded bride to Hercules, I 
ever sustain fear succeeding fear in boding cares for him, since 
night brings, and night in turn removes some toil. And I 
indeed have borne him children, whom, like a husbandman 
that hath a field far distant, he hath once only looked on in 
the seed-time, and once again in the harvest. Such a life 
sends from home and to home the hero, always paying service 
to some one -^ and now, when he has reached the goal of these 
labors, here in truth I feel most alarmed. For since the time 
that he slew the mighty Iphitus,^ we indeed, changing our 
abode, dwell here in Trachis, with a stranger host;* but 
where he has gone, no one knows ; but he has departed, leav- 
ing bitter pangs to me on his account ; and T am almost sure 
that he has met with some mishap. For he remains for no 
small space of time, but already for ten months, in addition to 

tions had rather gone by. There are various accounts given of the ori' 
gin and meaning of this fanciful custom ; but that which supposes it to 
have some reference to the overflowing of the Nile, when the sun enters 
the Bull, though far-fetched, is perhaps the least absurd. 

^ A spirited description of the combat is given by the Chorus in this 
play, V. 500-530. 

^ Eurystheus, king of Mycenae, was the great task-master of Hercules. 
The Fates had decreed that the one of them who was born first should 
have the other for his slave. Juno, the implacable step-mother of Her- 
cules, took advantage of her power as the goddess of childbirth to give 
Eurystheus the important start. Virgil allucies to this circumstance, 
^n. viii, V. 291. 

ut duros mille labores 

Rege sub Eurystheo, fatis Junonis iniqus, 
Pertulerit. 

' The murder of Iphitus is related in this play, v. 270-275. 

* Ceyx, the king of Trachis. 



45—75] TRACHINIiE 206 

other five, without sending any tidings; and there must be 
some dreadful misfortune. Of this purport he left me, at his 
departure, a writing, which I often pray to the gods to have 
received unaccompanied by calamity. 

Attendant. My mistress, Deianira, I have already seen 
you bewailing the departure of Hercules with many weeping 
laments ; and now if it be right to admonish the fi*ee-bom with 
the opinions of a slave, it behooves even me this much to sug- 
gest. How, indeed, do you abound with so many children, 
yet do not send some one in search of your husband, and espe- 
cially Hyllus, whom it becomes to show if he Jbears any regard 
for his father's prosperity? But here he himself, near at 
hand, is bounding toward the house with vigorous step ; so 
that, if I seem to you to give seasonable advice, it is in your 
power to avail yourself of the presence of the youth and of my 
words. 

Dei. O child, O my son, even from the ignobly-born noble 
words proceed ; for this woman, indeed, is a slave, but she has 
spoken no slavish speech. 

Hyllus. Of what import? Tell me, mother, if it may be 
told. 

Dei. That it brings reproach on you, your father having 
been so long abroad, not to make inquiry where he is, 

Hyl. But I know, if at least one may believe reports. 

Dei. And where on earth do you hear, my chil<^ that he is 
situated ? 

Hyl. They say that for the by-past year he has labored 
through its long period in bondage to a Lydian woman. ^ 

Dei. One may therefore hear every thing if he submitted to 
this.2 

Hyl. But he is released from this at least, as I learn. 

Dei. Where now, then, living or dead, is he reported to be ? 

Hyl. They say that he leads, or is still on the point of lead- 
ing, an expedition against the land of Euboea and the city ot 
Eurytus. 

* Omphale. 

^ Quseri potest, cur tantopere Deianira indignetur Omphals Herculem 
servire qui an tea per tot annos Eurystheo servilem operam prsstiterat. 
Mihi videntur dusB hujus indignationis cause fuisge, prixna, quod foeminsfy 
altera vero quod Lyds, i. e.f barbars, in servitutem addictuj* fusrat.-^ 
Muagraye. 



1 . .»; TRACHIXLE. £76—106 

Dki. Know von, then, my eon, how he left to me unerring 
pr\-<licnun5 concerning this land? 

IIyl. Of what kinit mother? for I am ignorant of Uie 

tale. 

Do. Tliat he is either about to bring his life to its close, or 
ha\'ing accomplishe^l this labor, for the fiitm% to spend the re- 
mainder of his days in a tranquil existence. Will you not, 
then, my son, go to aid him, depending on this crias, since we 
are either preserved, if he preserve his life, or at the same time 
depart and fall if your father perish?^ 

II Yi^ But I go, oil mother ! and if I had known the annun- 
ciation of these oniok-s, even formerly I would have been pres- 
ent. But the u<ual fortune of my father does not permit us to 
feel foreboding ft-ar, nor to be overmuch dismayed.^ But now, 
since I do know them, I ^^-ill in no respect fail to learn the 
whole truth concerning these matters. 

Dki. Go now. my son ; for even he that is late in doing 
Wfll, yet. when he learns his duty, procures gain. 

C'ii«n:i's. Whom spangled^ night, as she dies away, brings 
forth, and again lulls to sleep, the sun,* the blazing sun, I 
implore to tell me of -:Vlcmena's son, where, where at all he 
dwells, oh thou that lx»amest with refulgent splendors, wheth- 
er on some ocean isthmus, or resting on either continent;^ 
tell me, oh thou, who in sight surpasses! I For I learn that 
Deianira. for whom rivals strove, ever with longing thoughts, 
like some wretched bird, refuses to lull to rest the r^ret of 

' S««e Hrmiann and Wundcr. — B. 

' The cinusrs > \v t^' 6 ivir-Or;^ and viv ^\ wf ^I'iiffi* have been trans- 
]h»»m1 by Hrunck. who reads a//.' 6 ^iv/f^z/f. the corruption arising from 
tlif hiniilarity in the line just above. Wunder agrees in transposing the 
passairo. but Hermann would thn^w out the second clause altogether. 
lirunrk ap{)ears to be nearest the truth. — B. 

'•' (,'f. ^Kscli. Prom. 24, ff TroiKi/.eiuuy rv^. Apul. de Deo Socr., p. 44* 
cd. Elm. **j)ictis noctibus." — B. 

* W/./.d. ci' }a/T ^i) Tudoi' ^~l xdova kqI Kard. 'itcvtov 

vrjuepTfuc fiot tr/(TTc, o'l/.ov rtKO^ el Tror orrcjTra^. 

Homer. Hvmn. in Cer. v. 69. 

* It is rather absurd to suppose that Hercules could be on the two 
continents at the same moment. Musgrave, after reprehending the inac- 
curacy of the expression, makes a ver}- good-natured excuse for it in these 
words : '* Sod nimis sevcri sumus, nee tanta loquendi subtilitas a poeta 
•xigenda." 
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her tearless' eyes ; bat cherishing a terror ever preBent to her 
mind, on account of the journey of her lord, pines away on her 
widowed couch of care,^ in expectation of an evil and wretched 
doom. For as one may behold many billows ui^ed by the 
blasts of the unwearied north or south advancing, and speed- 
ing in succession over the wide ocean — thus life's many carea 
nurse the infancy and rear the manhood of the Thcban hero, 
like waves on the Cretan main ; but some god ever preserves 
him in safety from the maneion? of Plitto, On account of 
which reprehending you, I will su^eaL what is pleaang in- 
deed, but opposite to your thoughts. For -I eay that you 
ought not to cast away good hopes, since he tliat reigns su- 
preme, the son of Saturn, hath not allotted all things to mor- 
tals devoid of calamity ; but sorrow and joy return in course 
to all, like the devolving paths of the Bear. For neither doee 
spangled night remain to mortals, nor the fates, nor wealth ; 
but in a moment they arc gone ; and to the same mortal suc- 
ceed joy and the loss of joy. Wherefore I bid you, my queen, 
in hope ever to retain these reflections ; since who hath seca 
Jove thus devoid of care for his children? 

Dei, Having learned, as may be conjectured, my Buffering 
you are present ; but how I pine in spirit, may you never 
learn by experience. Now you are ignorant of its woe; for 
youth is pastured in such vales of its own ;^ and neither doea 
the heat of heaven, nor showers, nor any gale disturb it ; but J 
it builds up with pleasures a Hfc of ease, until one be called mM 
wife instead of a viigin, and receive her share of anxiety itt^ 
the hours of night, either fearing for her husband or her chil- ' 
dren. Then might any woman perceive, considering her 
own condition, by what evils I am w^ghed down. Many 
Buflrerings indeed then have I lamented ; but one such as 1 
have never before flameiittd] will I immediately disclose. 
For when the royal Hercules departed on his last journey from 

' See_ Hermann. rOwo'feiu Tov ttoBov tuv p^c^iipuv, i!ore yiyvEoBai 
iifjrd uAilupvra. — B, 

' Ovid, Epirt, i. 7, " Non ego dpsnrtQ jacuisBem frigida lecto : Kcc qiin. 
rerer tardus ire ralicta dies. Qiintido ego non limui graviora peritulu 
verisT Rea est solliciti plena timoris amor." ix. 35, " Ipsa doma vidua 
votis operata pudicis Toiqueor, infeato oe vir ab hostc cadat." — B. 

' j^iJpotiiHi ivToS. Hermann wouid resd x^HK'V J"' 6vtov ; Wmider, 
Xiipoi! Iv' livaivcrvTiK oi floAiror Bcov. a bold and mssleily coaiecture. ireU 
deserritig to be adopted. — B 
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homCj then lie leaves in the palace an ancient tablet, inscribed 
with mandates, which before, though going forth to many 
combats, he never had the heart to disclose to me ; but he 
went, as about to achieve some feat, and not to falL But now, 
as though he were no more, he told me that it was fitting I 
should take my marriage portion, and told me what share of 
paternal property he awarded to be divided to his children ; 
having appointed that, when he should be gone a year and 
three months from the country', it was either fated he should 
die in this time, or, escaping the close of its period, should 
live for the future in a life free from pain. Such things, he 
said, were decreed for consummation by the gods concerning 
the labors of Hercules, as the ancient beech-tree at Dodona 
had formerly announced by the lips of the twin doves. ^ And 
the certainty of these predictions coincides with the present 
time, so that it is necessary they should be accomplished. 
Thus, my friends, while sweetly slumbering, I start from re- 
pose, agitated with terror, lest it be fated that I should remain 
bereft of the best of all men. 

Ch. Speak now words of good omen, since I see some mes^ 
senger advancing, crowned with garlands on account of hif* 
tidings.2 

Messenger. Deianira, my queen, I, first of messengers, will 
release you from your apprehensions ; for, know that the son 
of Alcmena is living, and is victorious, and, the battle over, is 
bringing its first-fruits to the gods of his country. 

Dei. What words are these, old man, that you have spoken 
to me? 

Mess. That quickly to thy palace shall come thy much-de- 
sired lord, returning with his triumphant powers. 

Dei. And from what citizen or stranger did you learn the 
tidings you tell ? 

Mess. The herald Lichas, his attendant, is proclaiming 
these things to numbers in the ox-grazing field. Hearing 
them from him, I rushed away, in order that, having first 

* Those who wish for an account of the miraculous doves of Dodona 
may consult Herodotus, lib. ii. 55, where they will find an explanation 
scarcely less absurd than the original fable. Eustathius and the scholiast 
both offer their conjectures on the point, without considering it at all re* 
quisite to be within the verge of probability. 

=» Cf. CEd. Tyr. 83 sq.—B. 
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related them to you, I might gain something at toot Lands, 
and acquire favor J 

Dei. But how, if well he speed, is he himself al^ent ? 

Mess. Because, O ladv, he encounters some dificaltT : for 
all the Melian people, standing round him Ld a circle. \» qiie$- 
tioning him ; nor is it in his power to advance ^rtber. Each 
wishing to learn fully the welcome news, will not let him jk> 
till he have heard to his satisfaction. Thos be. on willing 
is present with the willing ; but you will soon see faim ap- 
pear. 

Dei. O Jove ! who presidest over the ancaltared' mead of 
JEta, thou hast bestowed on us. though late, the joj. Raise 
your acclaim, ye maids, both ye within the boose, and je with- 
out the court, since we now enjoy the eye of happy muMr 
beaming unexpectedly upon me. 

Ch. Burst forth through the palaces, iJi-ith the shouts of joy 
around your hearths, whoever of you is a bride^rrooin,^ and 
let the mingled shouts of the youths ascend to ApoUou our 
champion, the Lord of the graceful quiver ; and at the nine 
time celebrate, ye virgins, Pa&an, Psan; and loudly cele- 
brate his sister Diana Ortygia, the huntress of the stag, the 
goddess with her double torch, ^ and her attendant nymphk, I 
am transported ; nor will I disclaim the flute, oh sovereign of 
my soul ! Lo ! the thyrsus rouses me up ; lo ! it iospires me^ 
now hurrying my steps into the rivalry of the Bacchic TOt*- 
ries.'^ lo! lo! Paean! Behold, behold, dear mistzeas^ joa 
may now see these things clearly before your feoe. 

' The messenger is at all events abondantlj candid in confriting hi* 
scurvy motive. 

^ Uncultured, in consequence of its being set apart and eonaeerated to 
the god. The epithet aroftov may also 1^ translated ** anderastated," 
which bears in a similar way a reference to iu sanctity, as beine spared, 
on that account, by the enemy, in their hostile incanioDS. — Tr. Cf. 
Eurip. Hipp. 73, f^ uKTfpaTov '/^iwivo^. — B. 

^ 1 am little satisfied with Dindorfs readings or ponctnatioo, but have 
followed them closely, for the convenience of the scholar, whocan adtcr 
according to taste. — B. 

* Diana was represented in the ancient mysteries as bearing a tordi in 
each hand. The epithet ufu^iTTVpcv is generally supposed to luve a refer- 
ence to these insignia ; but it may sdso be taken as descriptive of the 
splendor and brightness of the goddess, in her character of Lona. 

^ BaKxiav dfii?.Xav noto usu accusativi additiun est, ccnvertau wu mi 
(Bmulundum Bacchas. — Herm. 
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Dei. I see, dear women ; nor has the watchfulness of my 
eyes deceived me so as not to see this hand : and I hid the 
herald hail, though late appearing, if the tidings he hrings he 
of joy. 

Lie HAS. But well indeed have we come, and well, oh 
lady, are we hailed according to the merit of our actions,^ 
for it needs must that a man who prospers should gain good 
words. 

Do. O dearest of men, tell me first, what I most desire, if I 
shall embrace Hercules alive ? 

Li. I left him both in strength and life, blooming in health, 
and not oppressed with disease. 

Dei. Where ? in a native or a foreign soil ? Speak. 

Li. There is a certain promontor}- of Euboea, where he is 
marking out altars, and sacrificing the fruits of his victories to 
Cenaean- Jove. 

Do. In performance of a vow 1 or on the injunction of 
some oracle'? 

Li. a vow — when he took the country of these women you 
see before you, the devastated prey of his spear. 

Do. But who, by the gods, are these ? and whose are they? 
for they are the objects of pity, if their misfortunes do not de- 
ceive me.^ 

Li. These, when he destroyed the city of Eurytus, he se- 
lected a chosen possession for himself and the gods. 

Dei. Was it Jigainst this city that he was gone this vast and 
countless number of days. 

Li. No; but for the principal part of the time he was 
detained in Lydia, as he himself says, not free, but sold, 
liut there ought not, oh lady, to be any displeasure at a cir- 
cumstance of which Jove may appear to have been the cause. 
For he, as he owns himself, being sold to Omphale, a bar- 
barian, completed a year in her service; and he was thus 
stung by having this disgrace attached to him, that, laying 

' Verba Kar* ipyov KTrjaiv ambigua sunt. Nam aut significant Korii 
rh tfjyov, b KtKrecai, pro nuncio acceptOy aut Karii to Ipyov, 6 KeKnjfieda 
quae est cxpugnatio ^chalisB. — Herm. 

^ The name is derived from Censeum, a promontory of Euboea, which 
was consecrated to this god. 

'■' Dignse enim sunt miseratione, si de calamitatibus earum recte judica 
• — Schaefer. 
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an oath on himself, he swore that he would yet enslave, along 
with his wife and children, the man who brought this suf- 
fering home to him. Nor did he belie his word ; but when 
he was purified,^ taking a foreign host, he goes to the city of 
Eurytus ; for he accused him alone of mortals of being the 
author of this evil ; who, when he came a guest to his house, 
being of old his friend, had much reviled him with words, 
and much with the malignity of his mind, saying that though 
he bore in his hands the inevitable arrows, he was inferior 
to his children in the trial of archery ; and he says that he, 
a slave, ought to be treated with blows by a freeman ; and 
when he was heated with wine at the banquet, he drove him 
out. Being enraged at this treatment, when Iphitus^ after- 
ward came to the Tyrinthian hill, following the traces of some 
mares that had left his pastures, then, while he had his eye 
turned in one way, ^nd his mind in another, he hurled him 
down from the summit of the towering stecp.^ But Jove, the 
Olympian king, father of all, being enraged on account of this 
d6ed, sent him thence in slavery, nor brooked that he should 
slay Iphitus, alone of men, by guile. For had he openly as- 
sailed him, Jove would have forgiven him for justly vanquish- 
ing his opponent; for the gods do not love injustice. But 
they who wantonly boasted with reviling tongue, are all the 
inhabitants of the shades, and their city is captive. But these 
virgins, whom you behold, having met with an unenviable life, 
from an high estate, come to you ; for thus at least your hus- 
band enjoined, and I, being faithful to him, execute his com- 
mand. And when he shall have offered the holy sacrifices to 
his father Jove for the capture of the city, expect him to come 
himself; for this, of all a long tale of happy tidings, is the 
sweetest word to hear. 

Ch. Now, O queen, manifest joy accrues to you, both from 
what is present, and from what you have learned by this 
speech. 

Dei. And how should I not, when I hear of these pros- 

^ When he had made expiation for the murder of Iphitus, by complet* 
ing his year of bondage. 

^ One of the four sons of Eurytus. 

^ This was a very blackguard piece of business on the part of Hercalei. 
It argues bad taste in the poet to introduce a story which tends §o much 
to destroy our &yorable impressions of bis hero. 
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|MT()UH fortunes of my husband, rejoice with all the just joy of 
my w>ul i There is strong neeesi*ity that my joy should keep 
pace with his success. Yet still fear dwells in those who con- 
Hid(T things aright,^ lest he, who is in prosperity, should at 
w>me moment stumble in his course. For a powerful senti- 
mi*nt of compassion, my friends, has entered my bosom as I 
look on these ill-starred virgins, wandering in the land of 
Hi rangers, Jifar from their homes, and bereft of their fathers, 
who in former days, perchance, were the offspring of high> 
Imihi chiefs, but who now lead the life of slaves. O Jove, 
uvcrtcr of my ills, may 1 never at any time see thee thus ad* 
vaiK'ing agtunst my children, nor, if thou wilt do aught, while 
I at least am yet alive ! Thus am I moved by fear, beholding 
these, captives. () unhappy in thy lot, who of youthful vh^ns 
art thou 1 unmarried or a mother? Yet, by your appearance, 
you are umu'xiuainted with all this, but art one of noble birth. 
I/ichas, of whom of mortals is this stranger the daughter? 
Who was the. motluT that bore her*? Who was the father that 
U'got Uvvl Declare it. For I on beholding her, have pitied 
liiT llii' most of these, injismuch as she alone knows to feel for 
h(M* situntioii.'- 

\a. What do 1 know*? Why should you ask met Per- 
haps the ollspring of parents who there are not among the 
meanest. 

Dici. Is she of the royal family? Some offspring of Eu- 
rytiis. 

Li. I know not ; for I did not make any great inquiries. 

Dki. Nor havti you learned her name from some one of the 
r.dnipatiions of her way'? 

Li. Wy no means. I performed my task in silence. 

I)i<;i. Hut do you, unliappy maid, speak to me yourself; 
since it is a sort of misfortune not to know you, at least who 
you an\ 

Li. She will not now utter a word more than formerly, 

' 'Vnirtiv rv nKonovfiiroig rocto vcrtit Brunckius : " Tamen inest his 
.'ili(|uiH inrtUH, Hi rcMii rito cxpcndas." Quippe intelligitur prospera Her- 
<MiliH lortuna, luuiiio, ut Hwpfncrus et Billerbekius sibi persuaserant, ad 
pii(>II(iH adHtaiitoH pertinot. — Erfurdt. 

* Cjuod prudontio; Hpccinicn cdiderit lole, ex contextu non patet ; 
liboracpic adoo conjcctura lectori relinquitur, utrum lachrymis prssentis 
inali HoiiHuin tostata sit, an vultu sereno et placido animi magnitudinem 
ostenderit. — Musgrave. 
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she who has not yet spoken much or little,^ but, ever de- 
ploring the weight of her calamity, the Mnretched maid keeps 
shedding tears from the time that she left her wind-swept* 
country. This circumstance is unfortunate indeed, for her- 
self at least, but it deserves pardon. 

Dei. Let her therefore be indulged, and let her go within 
thus as is most agreeable to her, nor, in addition to her pres- 
ent evils, let her receive from me at least a double pain; for 
that which she already feels is enough. And now let us all 
go home, that you at least may hasten where you please, and 
I may put things within in proper order. 

]VIess. Here, at any rate, first wait for a little while, in order 
that you may learn apart from these, whom at least you con- 
duct within ; and of what you have heard nothing may be fully 
made acquainted, too, with all that is proper to know ; for I 
have the full intelligence of these things. 

Dei. What is it *? Why do you stay my steps V 

Mess. Standing still, listen : for neither did you formerly* 
hear my words in vain, nor do I think you shall now. 

Dei. Whether, in truth, shall I call those persons back 
again, or do you wish to speak • to these virgins and to 
me? 

Mess. To you and these there is no restrictions, but 8n£fer 
the others to remain away. 

Dei. And in fact they are gone, and let your news be 
signified. 

Mess. This man utters nothing of what he has just i^xikeii 
according to the strictness of truth ; but either now he is fidse, 
or formerly was present no true messenger. 



' Exspcctabat Deianira, responsuram esse lolen. At ilia tacet. Id 
videns Lichas (licit : ovt' upa ovdhv dioiaei yXuaacnf k^ laov t^ ye Trpoa- 
dev XP^^^ '■ T^^hil ergo differ ct ab se i^sa loquendo (i. e., semper eadem 
erit, cohstanter servando silentio), ague ut antea fecit. — Henn. 

2 " AiTJvefioVj ventis pcrfiatam^ i. e., desertam ut bene inteipretator 
Scholiastes." — Musgrave. From this wc must venture to dissent. The 
native city of lole is mentioned, in another place, as " the lofty" .£chalia, 
which will sufficiently account for its bemg exposed to a little rough 
weather, without having recourse to the ** interpretation of the scholiast, 
or Musgrave, his approving ally. 

^ But see Hermann and Wunder. — B. 

* This messenger is the same ofiicious person who came before to an- 
nounce the arrivsd of Lichas. 
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Dei. What say you ? Clearly deliver me all that you have 
in your mind; for, as to what you have spoken, ignorance 
possesses me. 

Mess. I heard this man saying, while many witnesses were 
present, that, for the sake of this virgin, Hercules both de- 
stroyed Eurytus and lofty-towered ^chalia; and that Love 
alone of the gods had moved him to raise his spear in this 
war ; not his adventures in Lydia, nor his service of toil with 
Omphale, nor the headlong death of Iphitus; [but love] 
which^ he now setting aside, contradicts his former statement. 
But when he did not persuade the father to give up his 
daughter that he might enjoy her secret embraces, having 
devised some slight ground of complaint and quarrel, he leads 
an expedition against the country of this damsel, in which he 
said that Eurytus was lord of the throne; and he slays the 
king her father, and has sacked the city. And now he comes, 
O lady, as you see, sending her to this palace, not without 
design, nor as a slave ; expect not this : nor is it likely, since 
he hath been inflamed with desire. It seemed therefore good 
to me, O queen, to disclose to you every thing which I have 
chanced to learn from the herald: and many in the middle 
of the Trachinian forum heard this at the same time equally 
with myself, so as to bring it home to him. But if I do not 
say what is agreeable, I am sorry ; yet still I have spoken the 
truth. 

Dei. Ah unhappy me ! in what circumstances am I placed ? 
What secret bane have I received under my roof? O wretch- 
ed woman that 1 am ! Is she then of an obscure name, as ho 
that conducted her swore 1 

Mess. Surely is she most glorious both in appearance and 
birth, 2 being by birth the daughter of Eurytus, she was for- 
merly called lole, whose parents he could not tell, having, for- 
sooth, made no inquiry. 

Ch. Let not all the wicked perish, but him whoever prac- 
tices base fraud unworthy of his character.^ 

^ bv, sell. Tov tpcjra. Still, I can not help thinking that this verse 
should be placed immediately after v. 355. Perhaps something is want- 
ing.— B. 

^ This verse is assigned by all modem editors to the Meseenger, and 
not connected with Deianira's words. — B. 

' The Chorus evidently utter this malediction to show their indignation 
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Dci. AVhat, ye women, ought to be done? for I am driven 
out of my mind by this present intelligence. 

Cii. Go and interrogate the mim, since he will quickly 
tell the truth, if you appear inclined to question him by 
force. 

Dei. Well, I go; for you do not advise without judg- 
ment. 

Cu. But shall we remain ? or what is it proper to do ? 

Dei. Remain ; since this man, not summoned by my mes- 
sengers, but of his own accord, is passing out of the houric. 

Li. What is it fitting, O lady, that I, returning, should 
say to Hercules? Inform me, since, as you see, I am go- 
ing. 

Dei. Do you, thus coming after so long a time, so quickly 
depart before we renew our conversation 1 

Li. If you wish to make any inquiry, I am present. 

Dei. Do you deal in the honesty of truth ? 

Li. Great Jove be my witness, at least in whateTer I 
know. 

Dei. Who, in truth, is the woman whom you come con- 
ducting ? 

Li. a woman of Euboea ; but from whom she is sprung I 
can not tell. 

Mess. Ho you, look this way : to whom do you think you 
speak ? 

Li. And you, for what pm'pose do you ask me this ques- 
tion? 

Mess. Dare to answer, if you are wise, what I ask you. 

Li. To Deianira the queen, daughter of Gilneus, and wife 
of Hercules [if my sight deceive me not], and my mistress. 

Mess. This was the very thing I sought to learn from you. 
Do you acknowledge that this is your mistress 1 

Li. Yes ; for she is so with just right. 

Mess. What then? What pimishment do you consider 
yourself worthy to suffer if you be found untrue to her? 

Li. How untrue? What wiles are you attempting? 

Mess. None : you, however, are doing this in a very great 
degree. 

Li. I go ; and I was a fool to listen so long to you. 

at the duplicity of Lichas, though they justly take the opportunity of 
having a slap at the master while they abuse the man. 
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Mess. Not at least before being shortly examined you shall 
make answer. 

Li. Speak, if you wish, any thing ; for you are not much in- 
clined to silence. 

Mess. Do you know the captive whom you have brought to 
this place ? 

Li. 1 say I do, but why do you inquire f 

Mess. Did you not say that you were conducting lole, the 
daughter of Eurytus, her whom you now look upon as un- 
known ? 

Li. Among what sort of ^nen"? who, and whence coming, 
will bear witness to you that present he heard these words 
from me ? 

Mess. Among many of the citizens. A great crowd in the 
middle of the Trachinian forum heard, full sure, these words 
from thy mouth. 

Li. Very true : I said that I heard this at least ; but it is 
not the same thing to state one's notion and to maintain an as- 
sertion positively. 

Mess. What notion ? Did not you, speaking under an oath, 
declare that you brought this damsel as a wife for Hercu- 
les? 

Li. I talk of a wife ! Tell me, my dear mistress, by the 
gods, who in the world is this stranger ? 

]VIess. One who present heard you assert that all the city 
was subdued through love of this woman, and that the Lydian 
dame was not the cause of its destruction, but the love of lole 
bursting forth. ^ 

Li. Let tliis man, O queen, begone ; for to babble with a 
madman is not the part of the wise. 

Dei. Do not, by Jove, who rolls his thunders along ^ta's 
lofty forest, falsify thy tale ; for thou wilt not tell it to a wom- 
an of a base spirit, nor one who does not know the disposition 
of men, that it is not by nature formed to hike pleasiu^e al- 
ways in the same things. Whoever indeed resists love, like 
a pugilist, hand to hand, is unwise. For love rules even the 
gods as he pleases, and myself indeed ; and why not another, 
such, at any rate, as me *? So that if I blame my husband, 

' Mus^rave proposes, in place of <f>avetcj to read a<l>a2,elCf fnistraius, 
which would be a decided improvement, were there any good authority 
for its adoption. , 



446—485.] TRACHINLB. 217 

possessed by this disease, or this maiden, the canae of no dis- 
honor nor evil to me, I am mad in the extreme. It is not so. 
But, if learning it £rom him, you feign this tale, 700 learn no 
good instruction ; and if you thus teach yonisel^ when joa 
wish to be good, you shall be proved to be bad. But qpeak 
the whole truth ; since for a freeman to be called a liar is a 
disgraceful stain attaching to his character. N<Hri8 it poeaUe 
that you should escape detection ; for there are many to whom 
you have spoken who will repeat your words to me. And if 
you fear indeed, you fear foolishly ; since not to know it mig^ 
give me pain ; but as to know it, where is the harm t Has not 
Hercules, one husband, already married several other wives t^ 
and no one of them has yet heard from me, at least, evil wofd 
or reproach ; nor shall she, even though he be deeply imboed 
with her love, since I pitied her most of all when I lodged 00 
her, because her beauty has been the ruin of her life, and she^ 
in her unhappy fate, has unwillingly broo^t to destmdioo 
and slavery her native land. But let these thin^ speed on 
with a propitious gale ; and I desire you to be deeeitfid to 
others, but never be guilty of falsehood to me.' 

Ch. Obey this lady, recommending what is good ; and 70a 
shall afterward not blame your compliance, and shall aeqmie 
my gratitude. 

Li. But, O my dear mistress, dnoe I peroeire you, m mor- 
tal, have thoughts becoming a mortal, and are not void of 
judgment, I will tell you the whole truth, nor conceal ao^il. 
For the fkct is so as he asserts. A veh^nent passion Ibr this 
damsel once on a time thrilled throng Hercides^ and on ber 
account was her native .^kshalia, in wide destmctioo, laid low 
by the spear. And these drcumstanoes, for it is' prefer to 
tell that which is in his &vor, he neither bade me keep dose^ 
nor ever denied ; but I myself O queen, fearing lest I dioald 
pain your breast by these tiding^^ was guiltjr of this error, if 
in aught you deem it an error. And now, since joa know 
all the story, both for his sake and your own equally, bear this 

^ Such were Megara, Ange, and Astydameia ; not to.menlion the fiftf 
virgins, whom, to crown his labors, he took to wife in one ni^fat. 

' This curious sentiment may be compared with the aentinient of «i 
Irish priest to his refiraetoiy ton. *' O Stephan, Stephan, how often hawe 
1 told ye that telling a lie to me was qoite diflEbrent fimn teUing alie to 
any oiie else !'* From a tale ^ Mra. 8. C. HaU m the> AaMikt.'''-^B. • 
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woman with patience, and resolve to confirm the words which 
you have spoken concerning her. For he who bore the palm 
in every thing else by his valor, is altogether worsted by his 
love for this maid. 

Dei. But thus both do I incline so as to do these things, 
and I will not bring on myself a voluntary malady, maintain- 
ing an unequal contest with the gods. But let us go within 
the palace, that you may both hear the answers which I chai^ 
you to bear, and take the gifts which it behooves us to prepare, 
in suitable return to his gifts ; for it were not right that you, 
who came with such a great train, should return empty* 
handed. 

Chorus. Venus ever bears off a certain mighty power of 
victory ; and the loves of the gods indeed I pass over ; nor do 
I sing how she beguiled the son of Saturn ; nor Pluto, the king 
of night ; nor Neptune the shaker of the earth. But to gain 
Deianira as a bride, certain well-practiced^ suitors entered the 
lists respecting her hand,'^ and went through the strife of a 
battle, rife with blows and wrestling.*^ The one indeed was a 
mighty river, in the quadruped form of a bull with towering 
horns, Acheloiis from the (Eniadae; and the other came from 
Bacchic Thebes, lightly wielding his bending^ bow, and shafts, 
and club, the son of Jove ; who then, burning for her embrace, 
rushed'' to the struggle. And the beauteous Venus,^ alone 
present in the midst, sits umpire o'er the fray. Then was 
there the din of blows, and of the bow, and of the horns, of 



^ ufi<pLyvoL=d/j,<fn6i^LOL, irepide^toi. Liddell, s. v. after Ellendt. — B. 

^ " llpo ju{iG)v. Frigidissimum foret ante nuptias, nee ivpb pro irepi 
accipi sinit aut versus superior, aut Graecorum usus." — Musgrave. " Ilpd 
ydficjv est pro potiundis nuptiis" — Erfurdt. — Tr. I have followed Er- 
furdt.— B. 

^ Wunder has well seen that irayKoviTa refers to the " lucta." — B. 

* I have rendered iraXivrova " bending," as denoting it in its bent or 
unbent state indifferently. See a most satisfactory explanation of the 
double meaning of the word in Liddell and Scott's Lexicon. — B. 

* do^Aeif, usually of several persons, here KaraxpriaTLKQg knl dvoiVf 
Schol— B. 

^ " Non intelligendum de Dea Paphia, quse neque evXeKVpog dici solet, 
iioque coram certamini interfuisse a mythologis traditur. Est igitur 
KvTTfuc nihil aliud quara evvij, connubium sive conjux, Totum locum sic 
interpreter : sola autcm puclla formosa in medio assidens certarrUni prce- 
crat : i. e.y nullius fSpapevTov jussu, sed puells duntaxat amore incitati, in 
arenam descendebant . ' ' — Mu sgrave. 
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the bull mingled; then were there the locked mtertwinings 
ladder- wise, ^ and deadly blows of the forehead, and groans^ 
from both. And the soft and beauteous nymph sat on a con- 
spicuous mound, awaiting him who should be her spouse 
[with all a mother's feelings I tell the tale^], and her eye that 
fired the contest, sorrowfully expected its issue; and away 
from her mother she straightway departed, like some young 
deserted heifer. 

Dei. While, my friends, the stranger in-doors is conversing 
with the captive virgins, as about to depart, I have, in the 
mean time, privily come without the gates to you, partly to 
bewail, along with you, the sufferings I endure; for I am 
of opinion that I have received this captive no longer a 
maiden, but a wife, as a mariner his freight, so I this mer- 
chandise to the ruin of my peace ; and now we two, beneath 
one coverlet, await his embrace. Such a reward has Hercules, 
that was called my faithful and good husband, sent me for my 
housekeeping for so long a time. But I indeed do not know* 
how to be angry with him, so oil afflicted with this disease ; 
and yet again to dwell in the house along with her, sharing 
the same marriage, what woman could endure 1* For I see 
her youth indeed advancing to ripeness, and mine decaying; 
from the former of which the eye is wont to cull flowers, but 
from the latter to turn away the steps. This therefore I dread, 
lest Hercules should be called indeed my spouse,^ but be the 
husband of the younger wife. But enough ; for it is not prop- 
er, as I said, for a woman possessed of prudence to give way 
to anger ; but in what way I gain a release from my traabka^ 

^ Hermann cleverly explains this species of wxestli::!g, in which one 
turned his adversary from him, and mounted on his back, referring to 
Ovid. Met. ix. 51 sqq. — B. 

* '^ ^Tovog. Cicero hanc vocem in Quaest. Tusc. II. 23, illustrat : pu- 
giles vero, ait, quum feriunt adversarium, in jactandis ciestibus irigemis^ 
cunt, non quod doleant animove succumbant, sed quod profundenda voce 
omne corpus intenditur venitque plaga vehementior. Idem faciont athle- 
tsB."— Billerbeck. 

' Or, " I tell the tale as her mother told it to me." — ^Tb. Wonder con- 
demns this and the following three lines. — B. 

^ O quam cruentus feminas stimulat dolor, 

Gum patuit una pellici et nupte domus. — Senec. Here. ^t. 2S3. 

^ ^ *' izoaig conjux est connubio jnnctiM, cb^p b quo uxor fruitor.'*— ; 
Herm.— B. 
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that I will explain to you. I had a gift once on a time of old 
bestowed by an ancient Centaur, concealed in a brazen urn, 
which, while yet a girl, I took from the death-wound of the 
shaggy-bosomed Nessus, who, for hire, bore mortals in his 
arms over the deep flow of the river Evenus, neither pljdng 
with the speeding oar, nor with the sails of a bark. He, bear- 
ing me also on his shoulders, when first at my father's bidding 
I followed Hercules as a bride, as he reached the middle of 
the stream, touched me with lewd hands ; but I screamed out ; 
and the son of Jove immediately turning, sent from his hands 
a winged arrow ; and through his chest, even into the lungs, 
it whizzed. And these were the words that the dying Centaur 
spoke : " Daughter of aged ffineus, such profit shall you de- 
rive, if you obey me, from this passage, because you are the 
last I bear across the river ; for if you take with your hands 
the curdled gore from my wound, where the monstrous Hydra 
of Lema has steeped the arrow with his black venom, this will 
prove to you a soothing charm over the mind of Hercules, so 
that lie shall not, looking on any woman, feci more affection 
for her than for you." Ivcvolving, my friends, this counsel in 
my mind (for in the house, after his death, it remained care- 
fully shut up), I have steeped this garment, applying whatever 
he, while alive, commanded ; and the task is completed. But 
may I neither know nor learn the deeds of evil daring — and 
those women who attempt them I hate ; yet if we can anyhow 
get the better of this damsel by philtres and soothing charms 
essayed on Hercules, this plan has been well contrived, unless 
I appear to you to make a vain attempt ; but if I do, it shall 
be desisted from. 

Cii. But if there be any faith in the trial, you seem to us not 
to have determined amiss. 

Dki. Thus at least my faith rests, so that it is accompanied, 
indeed, by my ophiion of success ; but I have never yet made 
acquaintance with the experiment. 

Cii. But it is necessary to obtain the knowledge by doing 
the action ; since, tliough you seem to have, you can not have 
the knowledge, without making the trial. 

Dei. But we shall soon know, for I sec the herald already 
without the gates, and he will quickly go. Only let our secret 
be faithfully preserved by you, for if you do even what is base 
in the dark, you shall never fall into shame. 
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Li. What is to be done ? tell me, O daughter of Gineus, 
since we are already tardy by long delay. 

Dei. But I have been preparing for this very thing, while 
you have been talking to these strangers within, that you bear 
for me this well-woven robe, a gift to that hero from my hand. 
And, presenting it, direct him that no one of mortals beibre 
him put it on his person, nor that ray of the sun i)€ho]d it, 
nor sacred shrine, nor flame from the hearth, before that, 
standing conspicuous, he display it bright to the gods, on some 
day marked by the sacrifice of bulls. For thus I vowed, if I 
ever should see him safe at home, or hear of his return, that 
with full ritual observance I would deck him in this vest, and 
exhibit him to the gods, a new sacrificer in a new garment. 
And of this you shall bear to him a token, which he will easily 
recognize, when he casts his eye on this seal. But go ; and 
first observe this rule, not to desire, being a messenger, to do 
more than you are required ; and in the next place, act so that 
his favor toward you, uniting with mine, instead of single, may 
become double. 

Li. But, if I faithfully exercise this art of Hermes, I will 
not be guilty of any failure in yoiu- trust, so as not bearing this 
vessel, to show it him in its present state, and to add faithfully 
the words which you have spoken. 

Dei. You may now, if you choose, depart ; for you also 
know of the affairs in the house, in what state they are. 

Li. I both know, and I will report, that they are well. 

Dei. And you know too, having seen my reception of the 
stranger, that I welcomed her in a friendly manner. 

Li. So that my heart was amazed with joy. 

Dei. What else indeed should you relate *? for I fear lest you 
first tell my longing desire for him, before you know if the af- 
fection be mutual. 

Chorus. O ye who dwell by the warm baths bordering on 
the station of the ships and the rocks ; and ye by the clifis of 
w£ta, and the middle of the Melian lake, and the shore of the 
virgin with golden shaft, where the Pylian assemblies of the 
Greeks convene, the flute, with its beauteous notes, ere long re- 
turns to you, breathing forth no unpleasing melody, but sacfa 
as may challenge the lyre of the divine muse. For the son of 
Jove and Alcmena, bearing the spoils of every virtue, hies him 
home ; whom, absent £rom his country and a&r over the sea, 
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we waited for all ignorant of his fate, through the fnll space 
of twelve long months. And his beloved spouse in misery, in 
saddest misery at heart, ever drenched with tears, kept pining 
away ; but now hath Mars, being maddened by desire, brought 
to a dose our day of sorrow. Let him come ! let him come ! 
let not the bark that bears him on with many an oar stop in 
its course, before that he effect his way to this city, having 
lefl the altar of the island where he is said to be sacrificing ; 
whence let him hasten through the whole day, being wrapped 
in the robe deeply anointed with persuasion, according as the 
Centaur directed. 

Dei. How I fear, O virgins, lest all that I have just done, 
be done by me beyond what is right. 

Ch, O Deianira, daughter of CEneus, what has happened ! 

Dei. I know not ; but I fear lest I shall quickly appear to 
have wrought a great evil from the persuasion of good hope. 

Ch. Surely it can not be any thing about your gifts to Her- 
cules? 

Dei, Yes, most particularly ; so that I would never advise 
any one to act with promptness in an uncertain event. 

Ch. Tell us, if it may be told, from what circumstance your 
fears arise. 

Dei. a circumstance has occurred, of such a nature that I 
shall describe an unexpected marvel, ye damsels, for you to 
hear.i For that, with which I was just anointing the sump- 
tuous garment,^ the white wool from the snowy fleece of the 
sheep, that has disappeared, consumed by none of those within, 
but corroded by itself, it wastes away and smoulders down the 
surface of the slab.^ But that you may know the whole way 
in which this was done, I shall extend my narration to greater 
length. For of those charges with which the wild Centaur, 
while suffering in his side by the bitter barb, had tutored me, 
I let slip not one, but preserved them like an indelible writing 
on a brazen tablet. And thus it was commanded me, and I 
obeyed it, that I should preserve this drug unexposed to the 

^ On the construction see Wunder^s clever note. — B. 

* " ''EvdvT^pa ireirTiOVf i. e. x^'''^'^^^ tunicam, vestem interiorem. Has 
enim kvedvovro^ superiores (j(%alvaL so. x^afivdegy et hujusmodi alis) 
nepie^aXyovToV — Musgrave. — Tr. But see Hermann. — B. 

^ Or " smooth stone," where she had laid out the wool to dry. — ^Tiu 
Hermann says " gravel/' but what becomes of uKpoQ 1 — B. \ 
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fire, and untouched by the warm sunbeam in those close 
recesses, until I should somehow apply it in firesh unctioiL 
And this I did : and now, when the operation was to be tried, 
I secretly, in-doors within the house, spread it on the garment 
with a lock of wool, having drawn it from the fleece of one <^ 
my own sheep; and folding up the gift, I placed it secure 
from the sun in a hollow chest, as you saw. But, going with- 
in, I see a sight that can not be described, and impossible 
for mortal to conceive. For I chance to throw the wo(d 
torn from the sheep, with which I was smearing the robe, 
into the blaze of mid-day, the rays of the sun ; and as it be- 
came warm, it all melts into nothing, and wastes to dust oo 
the ground, chiefly resembling, in appearance, the dust from 
the saw, should you chance to see it, in the cutting <^ wood. 
In this way it lay fallen^; and from the ground where it was 
spread out, there boil up clots of foam, like as when the rich 
juice of mellow autumn is poured on the earth from the Tine 
of Bacchus. So that I, wretched, do not know to whsft 
thoughts to turn : and I see that I have wrought a dreadfid 
deed. For whence at all, and in return for what, should the 
dying Centaiu- do an act of kindness to me, for whom he 
perished 1 It can not be so : but wishing to destroj him who 
shot him, he beguiled me; of which I too late acquire the 
knowledge, when it is no longer of avaiL For I alone, if I 
am not deceived in my mind, I, wretched woman, shall be the 
cause of his death. For I know that the arrow that gave the 
wound was &tal even to the divine Chiron,^ and de str oys ev- 
ery thing it touches ; and how shall not the Uack Tenom of 
the gore, issuing from the wound of the Centam', slaj also 
Hercules 1 In my opinion, too sure it wilL And jet I am 
determined, if he £dl, that at the same moment^ I too shall 
die along with him ; for to live in evil report is not to be 
dured by a woman who prefers to every thii^ else a 
abhorrent of baseness. 

Ch. It follows, of course, that there should be honor at 
dreadful deeds ; but it is not right to judge of our 
before the event. 

Dei. In dishonorable designs there is no hope whidi 
conciliate any confidence. 

^ This stoiy is to be foand in Oirid's Fasti, Book V. Sm 
* Wonder's conjecture cU/i^ for dpfty 
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Ch. But for those who fisdl into mvoluntaiy error, there is 
a softening of anger, which it is fitting you should meet. 

Dei. Such comfort may he suggest, who does not share in 
the evil, but to whom there is at home no grief. ^ 

Cn. It were as well for you to suppress in silence the rest 
of your words, except you are going to disclose something to 
your son ; for he is present who formerly went away in search 
of his father. 

Hyl.2 O mother! how of three things I would choose one, 
cither that you were dead, or that if you lived you were called 
the mother of some other son, or from some whence you might 
acquire better feelings than those you now possess. 

Dei. ^Vhat deed of mine, my son, excites this abhorrence ? 

Hyl. Know that you have this day slain your husband, I 
mean my father. 

Dei. Woe is me ! what tale, my son, do you bear? 

Htl. The tale of that which it is impossible can be 
undone ; for who is able to uncreate that which has once ap- 
peared? 

Del How say you, my son? From what mortal having 
gained this information, do you assert that I have done such 
a hateful deed ? 

Hyl. I myself watnessed, with my eyes, the grievous suffer- 
ings of my father, and I did not hear it by report. 

Dei. And where did you meet with him, and where present 
by his side ? 

Hyl. If it is requisite you should know, it behooves me- to 
tell you all. AVhen he departed,* after having destroyed the 
renowned city of Eurytus, bearing with him the trophies and 
first-fruits of victory ; there is a certain sea-washed shore of 
Euboea, [called] the Cenaean promontory, where he conse- 
crates to his father Jove altars and the foliage of a sacred 
grove : there I, with longing joy, first beheld him. And when 
he was about to offer up the sacrifice of many victims, there 

^ " Facile omnes, cum valemus, recta consilia sgrotis domus : 
Tu, si hie sis, alitor sentias." — Terent. Andr. II. i. 9. 

^ Hyllus has heen away at Cenffium, and back again, during an hour's 
conve:i^ation between his mother and the Chorus. This is a violation of 
the unity of time with a vengeance. 

^ Recte hie 69 pro brt^ non pro o^t, accipitur : quum. profectus est ex- 
jmgnata (Echalia, Cencmm esty ubi sacra fecit: pro his: quum prof ecta 
estf sacra fecit in Cenao. — Hermann. 
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came a herald from home, his servant Lichas, bearing jour 
gift, the deadly garment, which he putting on as you directed, 
slays twelve bulls, of perfect shape, the first-fiiiits of his spoils; 
but he brought in all to the altar a mingled herd of a hundred 
cattle. And at first indeed the wretched man, rejoicing in bis 
robe and ornaments, addressed his vows with a cheerful mind ; 
but when the bloody flame blazed forth from the sacred offer- 
ings and oily wood, sweat burst out on his skin, and the tunic 
clung to his body, closely glued, as if by some artificer's hand, 
to every limb ; and convulsive wrenching of the bones suc- 
ceeded. Then, as the envenomed gore of the accursed Hydra 
fed upon him, he called on the unfortunate TAchas, him who 
had no share in yoiu- guilt, by what treachery he had broi^ht 
the garment ; and he, ill-starred wretch, all-ignoranty said it 
was the gift of you alone, as it had been sent. And he, as he 
heard these words, and a piercing spasm assailed his lungi^ 
seizing him by the foot, where the ancle bends, dashes him on 
a rock, washed all around by the sea ; and the white linuos 
gush out from the middle of the head, the blood beii^ scatter- 
ed around, and the hair with it.^ And all the people shout- 
ed aloud with lamentation, the hero being afficted with this 
pest, and the herald being slain ; but no one dared to nppromth. 
Hercules. For he was writhing in the pain, both fyii^ on 
the ground and standing up, shouting and shriddi^ ; and tlie 
rocks around resounded, the mountain headlands of the Lo- 
crians, and the promontories of Euboea. But when he gnw 
fiiint, oft dashing himself, the wretched man, <m the ground, 
and howling with loud clamor reviling the evil ni^Ciab of 
your unhappy coiich, and the alliance of (Eneoi^ bofw he had 
contracted it to the ruin of his life, then laising his distorted 
eyes from the mist settling over them, he saw me •fc^'M^'y 
tears amid the numerous crowd, and lookii^ on me, be calla 
me : <' O my son come hither ; do not shon mj ndseriei^ not 
even though it be necessary £ar you to die aloi^ with me, joor 
dying &ther ; but bear me away, and by all means if poMiUe^ 
place me there, where no one ai mortals shall bdiold me; and 
if you feel pity, transport me, at least, fiom this land' witb 
all speed, nor let me die here." When be bad w^fid tiiia 

^ I have, with the translator, fi^lofred BmiidL** wmmikHtm, Mpmr^ ij 
Tievktv u, Bxp. fdam, 6uufk. aifiarof tSftiic 6^ 6^.>^^, 
' **Maxiiiie a uuiiiu n capidnt HoKokB, ot 

K2 
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re(iucst, we placed him in the middle of a ship, and brought 
him, bellowing in agony, with difficulty to these shores ; and 
you shall presently see him, either aUve or newly dead. In 
such devices and deeds against my father, O mother, have you 
been detected, for which may penal Justice and the avenging 
Fury repay you : this, if it be lawful at least, I imprecate : 
but it is lawful, since you toward me have cast away all law, 
having slain a hero the noblest of all on earth, such another 
as you shall never behold. 

Cii. AVTiy do you depart in silence? Do you not know 
that by preserving silence you confirm the charge of your 
accuser ? 

Hyl. Suffer her to go ; may there be a fair wind to her de- 
parting to a distance from my sight. For why is it necessary 
to cherish the empty sound of a mother's name, since she in 
nothing acts like a mother ? But let her go where she chooses; 
and the delight that she has afforded my father, that s^ne may 
she herself enjoy. 

Chorus. Behold, ye virgins, how quickly hath advanced to 
its completion the heaven-sent decree of ancient oracular 
prescience, which announced, that when the twelfth year 
should arrive at its close, in the fullness of months, there 
should ensue a respite from his toils to Jove's genuine son; 
and, without swerving, it is speeding on this doom in its 
course. For how can he who beholds not the light, endure 
any longer the servitude of toil, when dead?^ For if him, in 
the bloody death-cloud^ of the Centaur, fate, brought to pass 
by crafty means, envenom; in his side the poison rankling, 
which death and the spotted serpent gave birth to ; how shsdl 

prsesente, mortem obiret : proximum ab eo erat, ut ex Euboea saltern ante 
mortem aveheretur, ne ^chaliensibus gaudii materiem praeberet, ut bene 
judical Scholiastes. Hoc igitur impcnsius quam alterum rogat : At si 
misericordia tangerisj saltern tu me ex hoc regione dcportari cur a.""* — 
Musfjrave. 

^ But Wander's emendation <^€>g In ttot' Itl ttovcjv ^;^;o£ Xarpeiav, is 
vorj^ ingenious and plausible. — B. 

^ (;>oLVLa ve^tAa appears to mean the darkness that death would soon 
bring upon the eyes of Hercules (cf. 794, rof iK npooidpov Xiyvvog 
(hurrTpocjyov '0(l>Ba?./ibv upag), and if we take dvdyKa in its ordinary sense 
of " fate, necessity," and render do/MTzoihg " working by stealthy means," 
or in a similar way, I think the difficulty of this passage will be removed 
— B. 
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he behold another day than the present, being racked hj the 
horrible spectre^ of the Hydra f and, at the same time, the 
deadly pangs produced by the gulled words of the dark 
and shaggy Nessus, torture him with their baming throbfl. 
Wherefore she, wretched woman, seeing the great and sodden 
bane of new nuptials hastening to the house, did not peroeiye' 
that the counsel proceeded from a deceitful purpose, with a 
destructive issue.^ Sure, somewhere in misery, she is groan- 
ing; sure, somewhere she is shedding the frc»h dew offast^ 
falling tears. But his approaching death points the way to a 
secret and deep calamity.'^ The fount of tears hath burst ^nth. 
The disease envelops him : oh, ye gods, such a saSksnog, fiir 
one to pity, as never befell the illustrions Hercules^ from his 
enemies. Oh, woe for the black point of his chamjnon spestf 
which then didst bring his new-won bride fr^m l<^j.£cba]]al 
But Venus, executing her ministry in silence, hath dearly 
appeared the cause of all. 

Semi-oh. Whether am I deceived, or do I hear some lam- 
entation newly bursting forth in the house? What shall I 
say? 

Semi-oh. Some one utters within no doabtfiil waO, hot 
one of deep sorrow; and something new ha^wo8*to the 
house. 

Semi-ch. But do you perceive the old woman, how, in an 
imusual way, and with contracted brow, she comes to u^ about 
to signify some intelligence f 

Nurse. O virgins, how has that gift whidi was aent to Her* 
cules been the b^inning to us of no small evils I 

Ch. What new event, old woman, do yoa tdl? 

* I am very doubtful about Wander's coii|ectiim wofun ftr fihfmru 
— B. 

* Schol. ov awfiKev^ cf t. 580, irpoafiaXov^ 5aa ^ Kd»o( dwe, $mi 
Lobeck on Phrynich. p. 282. Wonder has altered the text to wpaaiXtfie^^ 
which he supports with some in^uuity. — ^B. 

^ See Liddell, s. v. awaX?jay^.—3. 

* Implying, that in case of the ideath of Herenlei^ DtimmnL m 
survive him. 

^ The translators read. 'Hpojc^^a, whidi ie la a km IfSflL la 
Lexicon, dycucXeirov is joined with vuBoff wlodk woald mtaBf 
too-memorable suffisring of Heicales, woitfaj te sma t# jpil^t 
^len," according to Bindorf ■ teirtw — B. 
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NuR. Deianira has gone the last way of all without movuig 
the foot. 

Ch. Surely not as dead ? 

NuR. You have heard all. 

Cii. Is the wretched woman dead? 

NuR. You hear it a second time. 

Cii. Wretched, ruined woman! in what way do you say 
that she died 1 

NuR. In a most miserable way, as r^ards at least the 
deed. 

Ch. Tell, oh woman, what death she met. 

NuR. She destroyed herself. 

Cii. What rage or what madness urged her to take up this 
point of a cruel weapon 1 How did she contrive alone to effect 
death in addition to death 'J^ 

Nuii. By the wound of the mournful steel. 

Ch. Did you look, oh wretched woman, on this outrage ? 

NuR. I looked on, as being in truth near her side. 

Ch. What was if? how — quick declare. 

NuR. She herself by her own hand does the deed. 

Ch. What do you say ? 

Ndr. That which is certain. 

Ch. This new bride has produced a mighty fury to this 
house. 

NuR. Too sure, indeed ; but still more, if, present and 
near, you had beheld what she did, would you have pitied 
her. 

Ch. And did any woman's hand dare to do these deeds t 

NuR. Yes — and terribly : but you shall learn the circum- 
stances, so as to agree with me. When she entered by her- 
self within the palace, and saw her son in the court, spreading 
garments over the hollow litter, in order that he might return 
to meet his father, concealing herself where none should see 
her, she shrieked out, as she fell before the altars, that she 
had become desolate, and wept when she touched any of the 
instruments which, wretched woman! she was wont to use: 
and roaming here and there through the palace, if she chanced 

* I have followed Dindorf according to the proposed plan, but the 
reader must look to Hermann and Wunder for other arrangements of th« 
text, I will not say satisfactory ones. — B. 
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to see the person of some loved docDessSf. il»€: Tn.'iacc^ ▼^imKL 
wept at the sight, herself airoignrng ber c'k-i. ijram*- mai i^jt 
sterile existence for the tbtnz^^. BcJ wrr:* a«t asasted fruc 
these complaints, I see her soi^icxih' raeiizc i: liit ^Mni:ttr u: 
Hercules ; and, concealed in iLe fL^de. I -m^iiK^i iter wtll se- 
cret eye ; and I behold her casdi^ tbe cczscr^ati rusisicr ii. 
the couch of Hercules. Bot when itst Lbf fusoei ii3«> ii^ax. 
leaping up, she sat down in the TriAfar <£ zjiti ztnL, lOir g. ' -ju g 
vent to the warm fountains oc tears. $;<c^ : * O 'rnsL loic ioait 
of my nuptial joys, for the future now are-wiiL an!^ j^is «£uilL 
never again receiTe me to repose €ci lii* -KakflL.* HKrmr 
spoken these words, with qui^ Laad Sie Tnrsi«ffT)f lasr nimt 
where the clasp, wrought in gold, wis* itaanei zl ^tbh uf 
the breast, and she laid bare all ber stot isitf btr jsL mausif 
der. And I, running as iatsi as I wa^ aius::. ^alI »i imt sul :3a: 
deeds she de\'ised ; and while we h^SucZi liiizj?. a^i in7.itg iBt 
see her wounded bv the doable-edjed swv^iri- 21. liit aat. U!?- 
neath the liver and the heart. Bat her i»:iL. wihsl bsr Mflii^fl 
her, shrieked ; for the -wretched jcoiL jusy^^rt-isc tbic OiS: line 
put her hand to this deed in passiofi. Uixn^ z^'jf* jslz*: TsdvcsufA 
of what had taken place at kooie — Lo^w ^nt warmrSSagz^ ixbt 
done this at the instigation ai the C^ffrrarr. Rsvsqtua^ 'usr 
unhappy son wailing fcM" ber. neitliia' «T-^t^ai amri^ ^ jamiinab^ 
tion, nor ceased to bestow kiscs od b^r ^^ ins ftreacioL^ 
himself out by her ade by ade. be lay ^y^wj ^ikiszhxs:^ liac Jut 
had rashly wounded her with a £kke *5!::2aacScc asui -^-wgnng. 
because that he should be at ooce det^^Tr^ji c^Tiw:. iaf icji>r 
and his mother. Such is the state cf fJTCz—'^^^fxst zi/fZK. w» 
that if any one count on two days or jiax^ zjt yt WJcmol ; i^jp 
there is no morrow, befiire he pase intiMGi Tz^^xveuk isut ^e*^ 
ent day. 

Chorus. Over which diaU I fim n^ ett ^ssxnoftackft ^ 
It is difficult for me, a wretched htin^ Uj 4mAt wiadL hm 
been consummated in most utter nnn.- Tbe <oe:. is^te^L w^ 
at present behold in the palace, and the oiber we an; oi tfe; 
eve of expectation of beholding :? and it is tbe mttjk tioBg fi» 



' Compare the exquisite deso^tkin of the death W.^1i'i'irii, ia Eac. 

Ale. 178, sqq. — ^B. 

» See Wonder.— B. 

' Hermann reads ^^^leir'yWludiBBidoff] 
der nevoiievj wbidi seems ynkxaiAt. — B. 
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have and to be about to have. Oh that some gale of wind, 
blowing in favorable direction from the heart of the house, 
would bear me away from this spot, that I may not die in 
dismay as soon as I once behold the yaliant son of Jove : 
since in incurable pain they say he is advancing^ before the 
palace — an unspeakable marvel. In near, therefore, and no 
distant anticipation, have I mourned like the nightingale of 
plaintive note; for here comes the attendant procession of 
strangers. Where are they bearing him ? As if taking care 
of a friend, each lifts his slow noiseless steps. Alas! he, 
speechless, is borne along. Whether must we deem him dead 
or asleep ? 

Hyl. Woe is me for thee, oh father ! woe is me unhappy for 
thee ! What shall I do *? What counsel shall I take ? Woe 
is me ! 

Old Man. Peace, my son ; do not awaken the fell pangs of 
your maddened father [for though thus sunk down, he lives] ; 
but compress with your teeth your lips. 

Hyl. How say you, old man ? does he live ? 

O. M. Beware, my son, lest you awake him, now enthralled 
by sleep, and rouse him up, and again kindle the fury of his 
dire disease. 

Hyl. But my mind has become phrensied to a degree intol- 
erable to me, a wretched mortal. 

Hercules. O Jove ! to what region have I come ? Among 
what mortals do I lie tortured by these never-ceasing pains ? 
Woe is me wretched ! The accursed pest again devours me ! 
.Aliis ! 

O. M. Do you not perceive how much better it would have 
been to bury your words in silence, and not dispel sleep from 
his temples and eyelids'? 

Hyl. But I am not able to be silent, beholding this calam- 
ity. 

Her. Cenaea, foundation of altars, what a return for what 
splendid sacrifices have ye made to wretched me ! O Jove, 
what a disgrace thou hast brought on me! a disgrace i 
such as I would that I, in my misery, had never beheld 
with my eyes — this inappeasable fury of madness they must 

^ npd dofjLuv. This is evident nonsense. The editors oscillate between 
icglbQ dofiuVf npbc dofjiov, npdc du/ia. Wunder reads 66fiov6e. — B. 



1001^1050] TRACHINLE. 231 

look on !^ What charmer is there, or what {Hractitioiier of the 
healing art, who, without the aid of Jove, shall lull to peace 
this pest P Oh that, though far off, I might behold this mira- 
cle ! Alas ! alas ! suffer me, suffer me miserable to sleep, suf- 
fer me to sleep my last sleep. Where do you touch me? Where 
do you lay me ? You \^dll kill me ! you vnJl kill me ! You have 
awakened the pangs that slumbered. It has touched me: it 
again comes on. Where are ye, oh ye most unjust men of all 
the Greeks ! for whom I oft, destroying monsters in the sea 
and in all the forests exposed my life ? and now against me is 
this malady, no one will turn either fire or a friendly sword ! 
alas ! alas ! nor hastening, is willing to cut off my head from. 
wretched life l^ alas ! alas ! 

O. M. O son of the hero ! this task has become too great 
for my strength ; but do you assist, for you have a dearer eye 
than me to discern what will aid him.* 

Htl. I indeed lend my hand ; but it is impossible fior me^ 
either fix)m my own or from foreign resources, to allay the tor- 
tures of this life. Jove alone possesses the remedy. 

Her. O my son! where ever art thou? Here, here, taking 
hold of me, raise me up. Alas ! alas ! oh my sad fortune ! It 
bursts on me again, it bursts on me, the wretched ruin of my 
life, the iipmedicable feU disease. O Pallas, again it tortures 
me. Take compassion, O my son, on your fistther, and, draw- 
ing an innocent sword, strike me beneath the throat. O heal 
the agonies with which your impious mother has maddened 
me : whom may I behold perishing thus, even thus as she has 
destroyed me. O brother of Jove, dear Pluto, lull me, O luH 
me to sleep, ending, by a speedy fate, my wretched existence. 

Ch. I have shuddered, my friends, hearing by what suffest^ 
ings our king, mighty as he is, is persecuted. 

Her. Oh, I that have toiled with my hands and with my 
shoulders in many a daring and imutterable deed ; and never 
yet has the spouse of Jove presented to me such an evil, nor 
Eiuystheus, my hated enemy, as this net, woven by the fiiriee, 
by which I die, which the treacherous daughter of (Eneus has 

* Wunder has entirely omitted vs. 998-1000, a comfortable way of 
gettin? rid of the difficulty. Perhaps we should read KaTO&qx'^at, — ^B. 

* Wunder again gets nd of x^P^^ Zrjvog. — ^B. 

* This seems corrupt. — ^B. 

* This is bad enough, but Wunder*8 emendation is wone fCilL 



232 TKACHINI.E (105l-^ll08. 

affixed to my shouLlers. For, glued to my sides, it has gnaw- 
ed away my outwanl Hc£>li, and clinging nv-ithin it drains the 
arteries of my lungs : an<l it has aln*ady drunk up my vig- 
orou.s bloo<l, and I am consumed through my whole frame, 
Ixiund in these inexplicable fetters. This neither the martial 
array on the plains^, nor the earth-bom hosts of the giants, nor 
tlie might of mon!*ters, nor Greek, nor barbarian, nor all the 
countries whicli, clearing from their pests, I penetrated, ever 
effected; but a woman, being a feminine, not a masculine 
nature, by herself, and without the aid of a sword, has de- 
stroyed me. O my son, prove that you have been bom my 
genuine son, and do not pay too much reverence to the name 
of a mother : taking your mother by force from the house, 
give her into my hands, that I may clearly know whether you 
will more pity her fate than mine, when you see her mangled 
body punished with justice. Come, my son, dare this deed, 
and pity me, the object of pity to many, who, like a girl, have 
howled and wept; and this no mortal can say that he ever 
saw me do before ; but without a groan I met my misfortunes. 
Now, in place of such a stern character, I am found to be a 
weak woman. Approaching now, stand near your father, and 
see by what a calamity I endure these sufferings ; for I will 
show them uncovered. Lo ! here behold ye all this wretched 
body ; look on me, ill-fated wretch, in what a pitiable condi- 
tion I am ! Ah ! ah ! woe is me ! alas ! alas ! The convul- 
sion of my agony is again burning; again it thrills through 
my sides, nor do the gnawings of the WTctched disease appear 
likely to leave me at rest. O king Pluto, receive me! O 
lightning of Jove, strike me ! Brandish, O monarch of the 
sky ; hurl, O father, the bolt of thy thunder ! For it revels 
on me again ; it has burst out, it has rushed forth upon me. 
O shoulders and breast! O my dear arms! are ye the same 
that once slew by your might the lion that dwelt in Nemea, 
scourge of the shepherds, an unapproachable and terrific mon- 
ster; and the Lernaian hydra; and the unconquerable host 
of Centaurs, of twin nature, insolent, lawless, and surpass- 
ing in might; and the Erjrmanthian boar; and below the 
earth, the triple-headed dog of Orcus, a monster unvanquished 
in fight, offsi)ring of the horrid Echidna ; and the dragon that 
guarded the golden apples in the world's remotest regions? 
And a thousand other toils I essayed, and no one ever erected 
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a trophy in triumph over my might. But now, thus disjointed 
and torn to pieces, I, wretched, am the prey of this blind pesti- 
lence ; I, who was said to have sprang from a mother the no- 
blest of all ; I, who was pronounced the son <^ Jove who dwells 
amid the stars. But be well assured of this at least, that eren 
though I am nothing, and unable to move, I shall even fixmi 
such feeble strength punish her who did this deed. Would 
that she might only come, that by what she experienced, she 
might be able to announce to all, that both in my life and death, 
I took vengeance on the wicked.^ 

Ch. O wretched Greece ! what a sorrow I finesee wifl be 
yours, if at least you be deprived of this hero. 

Hyl. Since, father, you give me leave to repfy to jon, al- 
though in pain, listen to me in silence ; for I shsJl wA of joa 
what is right to obtain. Give yourself up to me, but not with 
feelings smarting under the vehemence of ai^er ; for joa cam 
not thus be able to* perceive how in some thii^ yoa Tsinljr 
desire to feel pleasure, and how in others yoa are as ▼amlj' 
pained. 

Her. Speak what you wish, and have done ; sinee I, in nif 
malady, understand none of those things which joa already 
have been refining on. 

HtIm I come to tell of my mother, in what dr c umsUm ceB 
she now is placed, and in what she sinned againrt tier wilL 

Heb. O basest wretch! have yoa made mention of tlie 
mother that slew your fistther, in ibd ezpectalioii thai I shooidi 
listen? 

HtIm For the case is such that it is not proper for me to be 
silent. 

Her. No, in truth, not that the goih was Sat mmm ilt w l 
by her. 

Hru But you will not say so of the things she hastlna daj 
done. 

Her. Speak; but beware, lest yoa af^iear to hsve been bom 
of a base spirit. 

Hyl. I speak; she has just died by recent riani^itar. 

Her. By whose handt thou hast annoanoed an evil por- 
tent. 

^ With this sublime speech oofmpaie CiceiD** tiniMJitiwi, Tbse.^ Q— irtL 
II. 8, and to compare a yery different tieatmeiit of the mhm m^tjt^&m 
a blustering scend in the fourth act of Seoaea's HcvBuha^ CBtmm. — 1L 
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Hyl. By her own, no 8tranger*s hand. 
IIeu. Alas! before, as was fitting, she perished by my 
hand. 

IIyu Even your wrath would be turned away if you knew 

the whole. 

IIkii. You have begun a dreadful tale; but declare why 

you thus think. 

ll\'u She erred in the whole bu>i'.!e.ss, desiring what is 
good. 

Ukii. Did she do what is good, O wretch, in murdering your 
father ^ 

II YL. For, thinking to apply a love charm to you, when she 
Riiw tlie new marriage within, she failed in her purpose. 

Hkk. Who, of the Trachinians, is so skilled in charms? 

IIyl. Nessus, the Centaur of old, persuaded her to inflame 
your (lesiro by this philtre. 

Hkk. Woe, woo is me unliappy ! I, wretched, am gone. I 
am ilestroytMl, 1 am destroyed ; there exists no longer to me the 
li^ht of <hiy. Woe is mo! 1 perceive to what point of calam- 
ity I am reduced. Go, my son ; for to you there is no longer 
a fatlier ; summon to me all the offspring of your brothers, and 
summon the wretched Alcmena, in vain the spouse of Jove, 
that ye may hear, from my lips, the final prediction of oracles, 
its far as I know. 

JIyl. But your mother is not here; for she is gone to 
Tiryns, by the sea-shore, to fix her dwelling there; and of 
your children, taking some with her, she herself rears them, 
and others of them, you are to be informed, are dwelling in the 
city of Tlu^bo. But we, O father, as many as are present, if 
it. I)(^ ncH'twsary to do any thing, when we hear it, will render 
tlie service. 

IIkh. Do you then hear what is to be done ; and you have 
ai-rived at that point where you shall show, being what sort of 
man, you are called my son. For it was predicted to me of 
old, by my father, that I should not die by any living enemy, 
but by one who, departed from life, should be a dweller in 
Hades. This savage Centaur, therefore, according to the di- 
viiu^ annunciation, though in death, destroys my life. And 
I will show you new oracles, harmonizing with those of ancient 
date, and having a corresponding issue ; which, entering the 
grove of the Selli, whose home is the mountain, and whose 
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couch the ground, I wrote down as they were delivered from 
the vocal oak, inspired by my father. Its voice announced to 
me, that at this time now actually present, there should be 
consummated to me a release from the toils imposed on me ; 
and I deemed that I should -live in prosperity ; but this sig- 
nified nothing else but that I should die. For to the dead no 
toil arises. Since then, my son, the issue of these prophecies 
is clear, it behooves you again to prove an ally to me, and not 
to wait for my mouth to urge you, but yielding, of your own 
accord, to assist me, having discovered the best of laws, obedi- 
ence to a father. 

Hyl. I am alarmed, O my father, at hearing an address of 
such a nature ; but I will obey you in what seems good to 
you. 

Her. First give me your right hand. 

Hyl. For what pledge do you make this eager request? 

Her. Will you not quickly extend your hand, and not prove 
disobedient to me 1 

Hyl. Lo, I extend it, and no objection shall be made by me. 

Her. Swear now by the head of Jove, my &ther« 

Hyl. That I will do what? — ^and this oath shall be pro- 
noimced. 

Her. That you will perform the deed enjoined by me. 

Hyl. I swear ; calling Jove to witness. 

Her. J£ you transgress your oath, pray that you may reodve 
punishment. 

Hyl. I shall not receive it ; for I will do what you ocnn- 
mand ; yet still I imprecate the curse. 

Her. Knowest thou, then, the highest cliff of (Eta, sacred 
to Jove 1 

Hyl. I know it, having often, as a sacrificer, at least, stood 
on its summit. 

Her. Thither it is now fitting that you bear my body, with 
your own hands, and with the aid of such friends as you 
choose; and having cut down many a bough of the deep- 
rooted oak, and many a trunk of the male^ wild oliye, cast my 

1 " Oleastri mares, non feminae intelliguntur, defendandnmqiie potiut 
est Ovidii ure mares deeis. Fast. iv. 741, quam probandum quod ab emeu. 
datoribus profectum codices multi habent, maris rorem." — ^Herm. Wm^ 
tier has bracketed vss. 1195-3, which is his usual method with whatatec 
be can not understand. — B^ 
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body on the pile ; and having taken the blazing pitchy torch, 
set it on fire.^ But let neither groan nor tear have vent ; but 
without lamentation or weeping, if you are the son of this 
man, fulfill your task. But if you do not, I await you, and 
even though I be below the earth, you shall ever be loaded 
with my curses. 

, Hyl. Oh me ! my father, what words hast thou uttered ? to 
what deeds dost thou compel me ? 

Her. What must be done : if not, be the son of some other, 
nor be called my son any longer. 

Hyl. Woe is me ! still more again. To what a deed, oh &r 
ther, do you excite me, to become your murderer and execu- 
tioner ! 

Her. No, in truth, I do not ; but to be the healer and only 
physician of the evils I suffer. 

Hyl. But how shall I heal your body by consuming it in 
the flames ? 

Her. If you shrink from this, perform at least the rest. 

Hyl. There shall be no unwillingness at least to bear you. 

Her. Will there also be a sufficient heaping-up of the pyre 
I have described 1 

Hyl. In so far at least as I am able, so that I do not touch 
[the fire] with my own hands. But I will do the other things, 
and my part shall not be behind. 

Her. Well, this will do. But, in addition to these great 
requests, grant me a small favor. 

Hyl. Even though it be very great, it shall be rendered. 

Her. Knowest thou, in sooth, the daughter of Eurytus t 

Hyl. You mean lole, if I conjecture aright. 

Her. You are right. This charge, my son, I lay on yon ; if 
you wish, in remembrance of the oaths pledged to your father, 
to act the part of a pious son after my death, take lole to your 
wife, nor be disobedient to my commands. Let no other man 
but you obtain possession of her who once lay by my side ; but 
do you yourself, my son, make the alliance of these nuptials. 
Obey me ; for having been obedient to me in great matters, to 
disobey me m small does away with the former favor. 

Hyl. Ah me ! it is wrong to give way to anger against one 
in this distress; but yet who could endure to see him have 
sentiments like these ? 

* " Nemo me lacrjmis decoret, aut funera faxit Flendo.'" — Ennius.-^B. 
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Her. Do you murmur, sa about to refuse to do any of the 
things I request ? 

Hyl. But who would ever, since she alone was the cause of 
my mother's death, and to you also of the state to which you 
are reduced ; who, 1 say, that is not persecuted to madness by 
the furies, would choose her for a wife? It is better for me, 
oh father, to die than to dwell with those who are most hate- 
ful to my soul. 

Her. It seems that this man is not going to pay duty to me 
in death ; but the curses of heaven await you if you prove dis- 
obedient to my commands. 

Hyl. Alas ! you will soon, methinks, perceive how you are 
affected by disease. 

Her. For you again rouse me from the evils which slum- 
bered. 

Hyl. Wretched man that I am ! how I am, in many points, 
at a loss ! 

Her. For you disdain to obey a father. 

Hyl. But shall I teach myself, O father, to act an impious 
part? 

PIer. There is no impiety, if you give pleasure to my heart. 

Hyl. Do you command me, then, justly to perform these 
things ? 

Her. I do ; I call the gods to witness. 

Hyl. I will therefore obey, and no longer refuse, having 
made it manifest to the gods that this is your deed. For I 
shall never appear base, O father, acting at least in obedience 
to your commands. 

Her. You conclude well ; and, in addition to this, make, 
O my son, your favor speedy, so that, before any torture or 
pang assail you, you may place me on the pyre. Come, exert 
yourselves, raise me up : my respite from evils is the final close 
of ray life. 

Hyl. But there is no obstacle for these things to be ac- 
complished for you, since, father, you command and compel 
me. 

Her. Come now, my stem spirit, before this disease be 
awakened, showing a stone set bit of steel, ^ and restrain 1am- 

^ See Heniiaiiii^« xtote in his last ed. and Liddeil's Lex. 8. t. Xtfio- 
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entation, as accomplishing^ this deed, though inyoluntaiy, as a 
deed of joy. 

Hyl. Raise him up, ye attendants, greatly forgiving me for 
these deeds, and being sensible of the great injustice of the 
gods, who, though they gave him being, and are called his fa- 
thers, can endure to look on these sufferings. The future, in- 
deed, no one foresees ; but the events now present are lament- 
able to us, and disgraceful to them, and most bitter to him, of 
all men, who endures this visitation. Nor do thou, O damsel, 
remain at home, having seen these recent deaths of the mighty, 
and these many sufferings of unwonted affliction ; and nought 
is there of these which the hand of Jove hath not wrought. 

* See Hermann. — B. 
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Ajii, having been deprived of the arms of Achillea, which wen mnoA- 

ed to Ulyssee bj the Grecian AtefiiiWy, in a fit of maiinesH alaughlered 
the herds of the Greeks, mislakiiiglliein for the persona of the Alriiis. 
On discovering his niialako. he in despair detcnninca to sla; biniself, 
and the play concludes with his burial, which Ulysses adtociitea, con- 
traij to tbi! wishes of Agamemnon, — B, 



DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 

HlNBRVA. MebbRNQSK. 

Ulisbes. Tkcckr, 

Aju. MENKL.OS. 

CnOBUa OF SlLiM[NI*N3. AoiMBHNON- 

Tecmesba, 
MJHTiRVA. Ever, aon of Laertes, have I observed thee hunt- 
ing after some attempt on thy foes to snatch at it,' and now I 
see thee at the murine puviUon of Ajas, where he holds his 
post the last," long since tracking him us thy prey, and mea*- 
uring his freshly graven foot-prints, that thou mayest discover ■ 
whether he be within, or not within. Well does thy track, of 1 
scent sagacious as the Spartan brach's,^ lead thee forth, for llie 

' 'kpTtiinat. This eipression is considered by Musgmve on ajnony- 
mous with the vifapnuaai and ^vapnuuai of Aristophanee, Nub. V. v. 490, 
773. Lobeck, bofcever, quotea Plutarch in support of his opinion, that 
it bears here the same meaning with the " auras captare" of the Latins. 

' E'en Ajai and Achilles beard the sound, 

Whose ships, remote, the guarded navy bound. 

Pope's Iliad, B. XL». 11. 
See also Eurip. iph. Aul. 392. The loncljr situation ofAjai on the beach, 
chosen by him when be was ipiophj ■nimtvo^ xal xapTei jffipui', is benuli- 
fullj alluded to here, where it forms so appropriate a stage far the Gihi- I 
bition of his unTriended eohtudc and desolation of heart. I 

' The dogs of Sparta are noticed by Virgil for their swiftness. G. iii. ' 
405 : which quality SbakcEpearc has remarlisd in his Midsummer Night'i 
Dream, and elsewhere speajts of Ihcm in a ]ia6Ba(^ ]ierhaps yet more »p 
plicabln^oITIysscB. 
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man clianccs just now to be within, his head and murderoiis 
liands dripping vriih sweat. And there is no need for thee 
any longer to peer Ti-ithin this his gate, but to declare for what 
cause thou hast bestowed this anxious toil, that thou maje^ 
learn of me that know.^ * 

Ulysses. O voice of Minerva, my best-beloved of deities, 
how well known do I hear, and grasp with my mind, even 
though thou be unseen, thy voice, like that of the brazen- 
throated Tuscan trump l'^ And now thou art rightly advised, 
tliat I walk about, looking after mine enemy, Ajax the shield- 
bearer, for him, and none other, I all this while am tracking. 
For on this very night hath he worked' us a wrong unlook^ 
for,'^ if indeed 'tis he hath done this;^ for we know nothing 
certain, but are at fault ; and I have yoked me voluntarily to 
this trouble. We found but now our captive herds all de- 
stroyed, and butchered out of hand, they, and the guardians 
of the flocks themselves ; so each one lays the charge at Ajax* 
door. And to me a watchman, that espied him bounding 
over the plains alone, with freshly-reeking sword, tells it, and 
hath made it known ; so forthwith I hurry close on his steps, 
and of part I have proof, but in part I am thrown out, and 
can not learn whose they are.^ But in season art thou come ; 
for in all things, both past (thou knowest) and to come, am I 
piloted by thy hand. 

MiN. I know it, Ulysses ; and long since came I forth upon 
thy path, a zealous guardian to thee in thy hunt. 

Ul. And do I, dear mistress, toil to purpose % 

MiN, Yes, since these deeds are his, be sure. 

O Spartan dog, 

More fell than hunger, anguish, or the sea ! 
Look on the tragic loading of this bed : 
This is thy work. — Othello, act 5, scene the last. 
^ This nviy be rendered, " that what I know, and thou wouldst learn, 
thou mayest." 

^ K66civ, strictly speaking, is the bell or broad part of the trumpet. 
That called the Tuscan (by Athenseuis, Ace/c^ao/zfvov), from its many wind- 
ings, produced a louder tone. 

' As in the monstrous grasp of their conception 

Defy all codes to image or to name them. — Doge of Venice. 

* X!llpya<7Tai, in Sophocles, is always used actively. CEd. Tyr. 279 ; 
Ant. 747. 

* "OrcVf €lci subaud. See Antigone, v. 318 ; Ajax, 103. 
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Ul. And to what inconceiyable purpose hath he thus in 
fury set his hand 1^ 

Mm. Overcharged with indignation aboat Achilks^ anns. 
^ Ul. Why then hurries he this inroad on the floc^f 

Mm. Fancying that in you he stains his hand with murder. 

Ul. What ! was this plot of his devised as against the Ar- 
gives *? 

Mm. Ay, and he had accomplished it had I been careleflB. 

Ul. With what such bold attempts, and rashness of soul? - 

Mix. At night; alone, he traitorously sallies lorth agaityii 
you. 

Ul. How ? was he close upon us, and reached be the goal? 

Mm. Yes, he was even at the gates of the two generate. 

Ul. And how checked he his hand, ravenous of morder? 

Mm. I bar him of his cureless joy,- having cast befiHe bis 
eyes intolerable fancies,^ and turn him aade <m the flodE% 
and mingled multitude of prey, the herdsmen's yet nnparted 
care. There, ^ling on, he mowed down many a homed 
slaughter, hewing down all around him, and deoned at 
time he held and slew with his own hand the two 
and then, one here, another there, of the chi^taina^ 
them: while I was urging on, and entrammelii^ in evil 
snares, the man, phrensied with mad distemperatore. And 
afterward again, when he rested from this butdieijy' lumiig 
bound together with chains those of the oxen that narmedf 
and all the flocks, he conveys them to his dwdfing^ as hftviog 
men and not a homed spoil, and is now soomi^i^ tliem fytf 
tered at home. Nay, I will also show thee this his admen 
most manifest, that having witnessed thoo mayest noise it 
abroad to all the Greeks. But tany with finnnesB^ nor look 
for harm from the man;^ for I will obstruct the aYerled 



^ This use of the verb aiaau is objected to bj Rnhnkm, 
altered it in two places of Earipides, where it ocean in an active 
Lobeck, however, defends it by a similar idiom in the woida wuXXetP^ 
diveiv, dou^eiVy etc. 

^ Vv(j}fiai sunt hoc loco ludibria ocolorom, spede tenfliilia, ad dfiSeC' 
tendum ab proposito itinere Ajacem. — LobedL Who alao^ oo the ao- 
thority of Suidas^ objects to Musgrave*s proposed rea^pg, yXJ^iaf. 

^ Lobeck reads irovovy and observes that the ezpieamm, aa it sta: 
Bninck, is never used but as applied to those '^qoi a cede et 
diutumo quietem habent." 

* Literally, *^nor receive the man as a ealamfty." Hefiuann vwjr 
positively asserts that fUfive can not be taken with rbp &pdptL^ 

Li 
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glances of his eyes from looking on thy presence.^ Ho! 
thou. Thee, that art fitting in chastisement thy captives' 
hands with bonds, I bid come to me. Ajax, I say, come out 
before thine abode. 

Ul. What didst thou, Minerva? by no means call him ouf 

MiN. Wilt thou not keep silence, nor cherish cowardice? 

Ul. Nay, by heaven, content thee that he stay within. 

MiN. Lest what should happen? Was he not a man £<c£r 
merly ?2 

Ul. Mine enemy, I grant, and even now. 

MiN. And is not that the most grateful laugh which we in* 
dolge on our foes? 

Ul. For my part, I am satisfied that he stay within 
doors. 

Mm. Dreadest thou to look on a man most evidently 
ftantic V 

Ul. I ne'er had avoided him, through dread, while in his 
senses.* 

MiN. Nor fear that he shall now behold thee, though close 
by him. 

Ul* How not, if, at least, he looks with the same eyes ? 

Mm. I will darken his eyes, although they see. 

Ul. Any thing may be, when a god is the framer. 

MiN. Stand, now, in silence, and continue as thou art. 

Ul. I will continue, but I had rather have been elsewhere. 

IVIm. Ho! ho! Ajax! A second time I call thee to me. 
Why hast thou so little respect for thine ally ? 

^ This is supposed by Lobeck to have been all copied by Sophocles 
from the Iliad of Lesches, a Lesbian poet, whose work is mentioned by 
Pausanias. 

2 Musgrave considers uvijpj as used in this passage, kct' k^ox^v. Lo- 
beck, with more reason, understands it, " Was he more than man before 
now!" 

' Ulysses is here somewhat lowered in the eyes of the audience ; but 
this is in accordance with the spirit which made the sons in the group of 
Laocoon disproportionately small, to increase the effect of the principal 
figure. What are we to imagine that madness, which could render the 
assured protection of a mighty goddess insufficient to encourage a wan 
rior to look on it \ 

* Ulysses speaks the sense of Aristotle here, who in his seventh book 
observes, that though a bad man be far worse than a wild beast, the lat 
ter is more terrible, being irrational. 



91—115] AJAX. 243 

Ajax. Minerva, liail, O hail, thou child of Jove. How for« 
tunate thy presence here ! I will crown thee, too, with trophieB 
all-golden, in requital of this my spoil. 

MiN. Well hast thou said ; but tell me this, hast thoa well 
bathed thy sword in the Argives' host ? 

Aj. 'Tis mine to boast, and I will not deny [and say] I did 
not the deed.^ 

Mm. And hast thou armed thine hand against the Atri- 
dae. 

Aj. Ay, so as that they shall never more dishonor Ajax. 

MiN. The men are dead, as I understand thy speech. 

Aj. Being dead, now let them rob me of my arms. 

Mm. Well, and what then of Laertes' son? How stands 
he to thee in fortune ? has he escaped thee ? 

Aj. Question you me of that rascal fox, where he isf 

Mm. I do : Ulysses, thy rival, I mean. 

Aj. O queen, he sits my most welcome prisoner wiUiin, 
For I would in no wise have him die yet. 

Mm. Ere thou shalt do what, or reap what further 
gain? 

At. Ere, bound to the column of my hall's dom^^— ^ 

Mm. What ill, I pray, wilt thou work the miserable 
man? 

Aj. His back first purpled with the scourge,^ he shall 
die. 

Mm. Nay, do not thus, at least, torture the wretch. 

Aj. Minerva, in the rest I concede that thou be pleased, 
but he shall pay this my penalty and no other. 

Mm. Do thou then, since this it is thy pleasure to do^ usn 
thine hand, spare to do nought of that thou purposest. 

^ This form is constantly used by Thucydide»; see L. I. c. 73. 

^ Although Minerva was hostile to Ajax, yet to have revenged herself 
by these means would have been undignified, she thetefore tells os that 
it was to save the Greek army she deluded his eyes with these phantoms. 
Thus, by her natural interference, the two great enemies are broagfat on 
the stage together, Ajax not recognizing his foe, and our pity for Ajax 
raised to its highest pitch by the contrast. — Hermann. 

^ This was a common custom ; and is described by Homer in the Odys- 
sey, B. 22, as the punishment of Melanthius, who fares much the same 
with Sir Topaz, in Pamell's Fairy Tale. 

For a description of the chieftains' tents at Troy, see the last book ol 
the Iliad. 

* Hence ihe title of this tragedy. 
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Aj. I go to my work ; but this I charge thee with, thiU 
thou be ever on my side an assistant such as now. 

MiN. Thou seest, Ulysses, the might of gods, how great it is, 
Whom found you ever, either more provident to counsel, or 
more brave to act in time of need than this man ? 

Ul. I know of none ; and though he be mine enemy, I yet 
compassionate him, thus wretched, for that he hath been yoked 
to grapple with a dreadful calamity,^ considering no more his 
fortune tliim mine own ; for I see that all we who are alive, 
arc nothing else but phantoms or unreal shadows. 

JVIiN. Since then thou seest it is so, look that thyself never 
utter a prideful word against the gods, nor assume aught of 
vanity, if thou outweighest any one, either in valor or depth 
of plenteous wealth ; since a day sinks and restores again [to 
light] all human things. But the modest the gods love, and 
abhor the wicked.^ 

Chorus. Son of Telamon, that swayest the eminence of 
6oa-girt Salamis, that neighbors the main land, over thee 
when faring well I joy ; but when a stroke from Jupiter, or 
malignant evil rumor from the Greeks assails thee, I have 
great alarm, and shudder, like the glance of a fluttering dove. 
Even as on the night that now hath waned, great clamors, 
tending to infamy, beset us; that thou, having rushed forth 
to the meadow, the courser's joy,^ hast destroyed the herds 
and booty of the Greeks, all that yet was left their lances' 
prize, slaughtering them ^vith flashing steel. Such whispered 
words as these Ulysses forging^ carries to the ear of all, and 
firmly convinces them ; since now he tells a tale of thee, most 
plausible, and every one that hears is yet more delighted than 
the teller, at insolently triumphing in thy sorrows. For 
whoso launches his bolt at noble persons,^ could not miss: 

* This is precisely Aristotle's idea : " For it evidently is necessary that 
a person likely to feel pity should be actually such as to deem that either 
iu his own person, or of some one connected with him, he may suffer 
some evil." — Rhet. B. II. c. 8. 

^ For similar sentiments compare the second strophe of the fourth 
Chorus in CEdipus Tyrannus. 

^ Hermann translates iTnTOfiavTi, equis luxurians^ i. e. dbundana. 

* Virgil has not forgotten this characteristic of Ulysses. See the 
Eneid, B- II. v. 97, 164. 

* Omne animi vitium tanto conspcctius in sc 
Crimen hubet, quanto major, qui pcccat, habetur. 
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but were any one to bring this charge against me, he would 
not be believed; since envj crawls on toward the master. 
And jet the mean, without the great, are but a sHppery de- 
fense to a tower; for the low united to the great, and the 
great by means of his inferiors, might best be supported. 
But 'tis impossible to foreteach the senseless opinions on this. 
By such men art thou clamored against, and we have not 
strength to make head against all this, O prince, without thy 
aid. No, for when now they have escaped thine ^e, they 
clatter like flocks of birds ; but shrinking in terror from the 
mighty vulture, voiceless, perhaps they would all on a sudden 
cower in silence, wert thou to appear. Full surely did the 
bull-hunting Diana, ^ daughter of Jove [oh wide report! oh 
mother of my shame !], incite thee against the public droves 
of oxen ; either haply as a requital of some victory to her 
fruitless, or cheated of her present of illustrious spoils, for 
some stricken deer for which she received no gift. Or it 
might be the brazen breast-plated Enyalius, having some 
complaint in behalf of his aiding spear,^ that by ni^tly de* 
vices avenged for himself the wron^. For, surely, thoa 
couldst never, son of Telamon, intentionallT have assayed a 
purpose so sinister, assaulting the flocks; yet a disease from 
heaven might visit thee : but may Jove and Anollo avert the 
evil slander of the Greeks. If, however, the mighlj prineef* 
are by stealth suborning these fables,^ or any oi bk^h^u/f 

See also Aristotle's Rhet. B. II. c. 10. 

If I am traduced by tongues, which neither know 

My faculties nor person, yet VfUl be 

The chronicles of my doing — ^let me aaj 

'Tis but the fate of place.— Henry VIII. Act 1, M. 8. 

^ Thus Lobeck gives it. Brunck tn ns ates it **Umns vecUu** Mam 
grave's idea would make Sophocles guilty of an anachroiusiB. ** Conenr 
susque matronarum in templum Diane, quam Taniopoloii voemt, ad iptv 
exposcendum fieret." — Liv. xliv. c. 44. 

^ Musgrave translates this, " uUus eH eoniumdmm huim muSmind 
sua illatam." Hermann, reading el rh^f obterTM thst as Mam waa a 
friend to the opposite party, this ezpeaaioii ia waD adaptaJ to a panaa 
very much in doubt if the spear of Mara eould ever ham c o Ba wtad wiA 
that of Ajax. 

"^ The Scholia mention that Antielea, mother ofUlyaaw!, 
by Sisyphus, on her way to her hetrotbed hnaband Laartaa; 
it was with the connivance of her fitfher Aotoijcai^ who kai ] 
in stealing some property firom Siayphna. 
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abandoned^ race, do not, do not my king, any longer thus, keep- 
ing thine eye fixed within thy tent on the shore, receive the 
ill report. But rise from the seat, where long since thou art 
rooted in long rest from warlike action, inflaming thine heav- 
en-sent plague: while the insolence of thine enemies thus 
fearless in speeding amid the breezy glens ; and all are griev- 
ously scoffing with their tongues, but on me sorrow hath set- 
tled. 

Tecmessa. Defenders of the ship of Ajax, of lineage from 
the earth-bom ErectheidaB,^ we have cause to mourn with 
groans, who from afar are well-wishers to the house of Tela- 
mon ; for now the terrible, the mighty, stout-shouldered Ajax 
is lying diseased with tempestuous fury. 

Ch. How has this night changed the burden of the day-time? 
Child of Teleutas the Phrygian, speak, since the ardent Ajax, 
dearly loving thee, honors thy captive bed,^ and thus thou 
wouldst not ignorantly hint at aught. 

Tec. How, then, shall I speak a tale unspeakable ? for thou 
wilt hear a calamity terrible as death, since our illustrious Ajax, 
seized with phrensy, hath this night been degraded. Such 
butchery, weltering in gore, the slaughter of his hand, mayest 
thou now see within, the victims* of that man. 

Ch. What tidings hast thou disclosed, insupportable, yet 
unavoidable, of the fiery warrior — tidings spread abroad 

* For the use and abuse of the word uacjrogf see Aristotle's Eth. B. 4. 
^ A political stroke to please the Athenians, derived probably from the 

tradition of the ^acids passing over to Salamis from JSgina, which be- 
longed to Attica. Aristotle, Rhet. 1, 15, alludes to a dispute between 
Athens and Megara respecting their title to Salamis, which the Atheni- 
ans proved by citing these verses from Homer's Catalogue : 

Alag d* kK "ZaXafiivog uyev &voKaideKa v^af, 
^Tyae & aywv, Iv' 'AdTjvaiov laravro ^dXayyec. 

Which second line Quintilian asserts not to have been found in every 
edition, and Laertius (in Solone) mentions a report of Solon's haring in- 
terpolated Homer in this place. It is certain, however, that when Ciis- 
thenes the Alcmseonid changed the names of the Athenian tribes into ap- 
pellations derived from indigenous heroes, Ajax alone of foreign extract 
tion was admitted to this honor, and the tribe Aiantis was called after 
him. Herod. 5, 67. 

* Movit Ajacem Telamone natum 

Forma captive dominum Tecmessie. — Hor. Lib. II. Od. iv. 1, 6. 

* xpn^'^pf'f^i "rd 6ie<j>dap/jieva iroi/ivia' irapfl rd diaxpioaadm abrtt 
^Schol.— B. 
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among the Greek chieftains already, which wide report exag- 
gerates! Ah me, I fear the approaching ilL^ Too plainly 
will the hero fall by his phrensy-stricken hand, having dai^- 
tered with dark sword at once the cattle and the herd»- 
men.2 

Tec. Ah me ! 'twas thence, then, thenoe he came bringiiig 
us the fettered flock ; of which some he was hatchering on the 
ground within, and others he was rending asonder, hewing 
open their sides. But having chosen out two ndiite-footed 
rams, he lops off and throws away the head and tip of the 
tongue of one,^ and having tied the other upri^t to j^lar, and 
taken a large horse-binding halter, he lashes it with a whirtJing 
double scourge, reviling it in shameful terms, which some god,* 
and none of men, had taught him. 

Ch. Time is it now for one, having shrouded one's head in 
a veil, to adopt a stealthy flight on foot, or seating him on the 
speeding bench of rowing to conmiit himself to the ocean- 
bounding bark.^ Such threats do the Atridas of twin swi^in 
concert ply against us. I fear lest, stricken, I riiaie the pain 
of a violent death by stoning with Ajax,^ whom an onapproaeb- 
able calamity possesses. 

Teg. No longer. For as without the Idarang lightning the 
impetuous south wind rushes forth, he is calm.'' And noir, 

^ " Quern Deus vult perdere, prius dementat.** Mm^iTSTe dunks thi 
word nepii^avTo^ shoald be translated " uniie%n^[U£ num^ettnUf mu\li§ n^ 
diciis convictus." 

^ According to Musgraye, the Greek here aOndet to fooie ipot ia ths 
plain of Troy called Hippus. Hermann reads Imravuftovf. 

3 The conduct of Fulvia, wife of Antony, exhibits a nmilar instenes 
Df revenge, when with a bodkin she pierced the toogne of ths BnndifKl 
Cicero. 

^ Lobeck rightly remarks that no guardian ceiiins is meant, but woam 
inimical deity. The latest translator, Mr. U. Barges, well lendRs: 
*' spoke bitter words and abosiye. That a fiuy, not nunrtal, bad taog^ 
him."— B. 

* " Dicere volebat elpeaiav vat fuOeivai^ tohere, L a. UkerumfkUre fv- 
morum usum. Sed quoniam addere Tolebat i^ofUPOPf eonjimzit hme UtLf 
ut diceret dobv eipeaiac Cvy^ k^ofuvov. Tantuoideiii est eigo, ae si d&u 
isset kv Tift do(p ^vy^ iiofievov, elpeaiav fieOeivm ry vifi. — ISLnm, 

^ The Greek has XidoXevarcv apvi. Profaabhr death in war, being the 
most noble (Ar. Eth. 3), is put for its whole oass, just as the Hopfitas 
of a Greek army stood for the whole in&ntry. 

7 « In summer, when there are thunders and iif^btiiingi^ 



tfcizc fezsQftii. b* H«^ A fxA. sarrofw. For to lo<^ cm sof- 
j:riz:3 1^ ccfz'i -z'VT. acoe ocber £uxiig atike, suggests deep 

Ch. Tiz if bf :«r « ««s«. I deem mx^elf mogt fartunatey f(nr 

Ti.:. WlKihKr =^:-ir. -iii anj ooe sssign joa the chcnce, 
v:<^i t;c rbxisf. A;zi-:czr--r joor friends. Toorself to be pos- 

^isfw cr & ^cdTcr anud skarers^ to sympathize in 



.L » 



Ce. Tb» rzisery orcrfffti. b«&ve me, ladr. is the greater. 
Tic. Ti:s ir-r, ;L:-c>zi -%^ -iiseaffed, are now afflicted. 
Ch. Hov bA5« iLcc sai^i tLis ? I know not how thoa mean- 



Tsi:. Tbas =112. wLIie be was diseased, was himself de- 
ii£t.:ed wlih ibe wc*es in wbioh he was involTcd. bat by his 
pr>5€£X!« :orK:r«c *S5 wto wei>f in oar senses. Bat now that 
be bis c«i£?^ ani r«pir«d rom his maladr. both he is all 
racked Triih irsairil aiuriifb. aa-i we ^milarlr no less than 
l«£v'r>e. Azd :&r^ noi ibese, then, doable ills from sin- 

Ch. I Sttiree with joa. and am in tear least some plagae 
fcxxiL beaTc3 w ujvzi him. How should it not, if when at 
ress be is no: a whit more gladdened than when distem- 

T¥:k:. 1: needs thou N? a&sored that these thii^ are 

Ch. For wbai might N? the beginning of this evil that flew 
u;vr. bini ? IH^ckxie 10 as. who sympathize in his miafor- 

Tyc. Thou shalt know the whole matter, as being a sharer 
in ir. For he, in the dead of night, when the evening lamps 
wcrv no longer burning,* having taken his two-edged sword, 
>v:is o;igv?rly seeking to pn>wl thiough the deserted passes. 

arise Ti.^Iect winds ; and if ibe ligbniii^rs be firequent and vivid, they blow 
\v::h i-rvaier lury ; but if it be slight and seldom, then they are gentler ; 
the c.^iiinry of which is the case in autumn and winter." — ^Theophrast. 
ile Siv^n. Vent. p. 4^1. The same £ict is said to take place in the West 

!:i.::os 

• This has bv sv>me been understood to mean the stars ; but from the 
oo:n:iion nuv.e v^f desisrnaiing the appnxich and close of tl;e ni^ht by sim- 
ilar expressions ^tv- A: pv:- oouV. Dionvs. Hal. li. ; fXcX-H axxvuv inptiVt 
Athcn. lii ; *' ad exiremas lucemas," Propeit. L. 3, E!. 8), the translation 
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So I chide him, and say, "Wlat doEt thoo, AjaxT Why 
unbidden, nor sommoned bj messengers, huiriest thou to 
this attempt, nor hearing anj trumpet T Now at least the 
'whole anny is asleep." He answered me with wixds hiiet, 
but of trite nsage. "Woman, to women silence tnii^ hon- 
or."' And I, thug schooled, desisted, while he mshed fiwth 
alone. And of his sutlerings without I can not epeak ; but 
he came in, bringing with him bulls tied together ; herdeman^a 
Ao^ and noble homed booty. And of gome he began to 
break the neckg ; others, turning them on ifaeir backs, to 
Btab and cut through their spine; n'hile others enchained, 
would he scourge, lolling on the flocks as on men. But at 
last, bursting an-ay through the doors, he began to rant out 
words to Bonie shadow," part against the Atridffi, and part 
about Ulysses ; blending with them abundance of lau^ter, 
with how much of insult he had avenged himself on them in 
this sally. And then, having hurried back to his abode 
again, hardly is he at length restored to his senses, I know 
not how. And when he looks throughout the house, fuQ of 
destruction, he smote his head and shrieked aloud ; and amid 
the wrecks of the carcasses of slaughtered sheep, he sat stietch- 
ed on the ground, rending with clenched grasp of hand and 
n^l hie hair. This time had he sat the longest without speak- 
ing ; then in dreadful terms he threatened me, unless I showed 
him the whole calamity that had befallen ; and asked me in 
what case be could possibly be. So I, mj ftiends, being 
afraid, told him all that had been perpetrated, exactly as much 
as I knew. Eut he forthwith broke out into doleful shrieks, 
which never before had I heard from him ; for such laments 
ae it stands appears moRt probable. It maj be questianed, howerer, 
whether uKpa^ vi'itrbf means the dead of night, 01 its close. Pindar 
(Jslhra. 4) asserls that it was in the night that Ajai fell on bis sword. 

their fleeces to sbecp, thcLi' manes to borses, the beard to men. so silence 
n women.' '■—Potter (from Ibe Sctiolia). A similar sen- 
tiie month of Hector, II. vi.490. See also Euii^des: 
TwoiKi yip aiyn ™ "oi to aafpoveiv 
Kimunav. 
' Thus ArUtopbanes : 

yrjytuu ^a^/iaTi. — Ran^, T 
AndVirpl: 



— imoque tnihen« a pectore 



, 375. H 
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lie nil along was wont to pronounce were suited to a man of 
cowardly and little-minded spirit. But he, noiseless of shrill 
outcries, would groan inwardly, moaning as a bulL And 
now lying in such miserable plight, the man, without food or 
drink, has fallen, and sits quietly amid the cattle, victims of 
his steel ; and he evidently is about to work some ill, such are, 
I know not how, his words and lamentations. But, oh my 
friends, for to this intent was I sent, come ye in and aid him, 
if at all ye can. For such as he are vanquished by the advice ' 
of friends. 

Cu. Tecmessa, daughter of Teleutas, dire is thy tale to us, 
that the hero has by his woes been driven to utter madness.^ 

Aj. Ah me, me ! 

Tec. Soon, it seems, will he be more so. Hush ! heard ye 
not, Ajax, what a cry this is that he utters aloud t 

Aj. Alas! alas! 

Cii. He is, it seems, either still distempered, or at present 
pained with the sickness that erst possessed him. 

Aj. Oh son ! son ! 

Tec. Unhappy me! Eurysaces,^ for thee he clamors. 
"NMiat can he be thus eager for ? Where art thou ? Woe is 
me! 

Aj. Teucer I call: where's Teucer? will he everlastingly 
be following the foray,^ while I am perishing t 

Cii. The man, it seems, is sensible ; but ope&. Haply he 
may feel somewhat of respect at looking even on me. 

Tec. Behold, I open ;* and thou mayest see his deeds, and 
how he himself is conditioned. 

Aj. O marinertf beloved, my only friends, who only are 
abiding in upright faith, see what a tide from a bloody and 
tempestuous ocetui, just now careering round, encircles me. 

Cu. Alas! how you seem to report but too truly! The 
deed declares how insane he is. 

^ A metaphor from the inspiration supposed to be derived from the sun. 

* Kurysaces was son of Ajax by Tecmessa, so named firom the cele- 
brated shield which in this play his sire bequeaths him. 

^ This confirms the remark of Thucydides respecting the nature of the 
Greek expedition against Troy, and the cause of its so long duration. — 
Thuc. I. 

♦ Here takes place the hKKVKXfjfia, as it was called in the Greek thea- 
tres ; the centre of the scene opens, and discovers Ajax sitting among 
^e slaughtered cattle. 



k 
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Aj. O race, that helped me m the seaman's art, thou that 
didst embark to ply the briny oar — thee only, thee I say of all 
my guardians, have I seen bent to relieve me. No more ; but 
do thou slay me. 

Cii. Speak words of good import : do not by ministering to 
ills a remedy as ill, augment the pain of thy calamity. 

Aj. Seest thou me, the bold, the stout-hearted, the fearless 
in conflict with the foe — now terrible of might amid harmless 
brutes 1 Woe is me for the derision with which I have been 
insulted ! 

Tec. Do not, lord Ajax, I implore thee, speak thus. 

Aj. Wilt thou not away t wilt not move hence thy foot in 
quick retire f Alas ! alas ! 

Cii. Oh, by the gods I pray thee, 3rield, and be of thy right 
mind. 

Aj. O luckless wretch, I that let slip from my hands the 
villains ; and falling on beeves with crankled horns, and on 
bleating^ flocks, shed their black blood ! 

Cii. Why, in sooth, shouldst thou grieve over the part and 
done ? for it is impossible that these things shonld not be so* 

Aj. O thou that piyest into every thing ;^ continnally tbe 
tool of all mischief — son of Laertes — ^thon filthiest vagabond 
of our host, full surely thou exultest vnth many a lai^ tor 

joy. 

Ch. By Grod's will every one both lan^ia and numma. 

Aj. Could I now but see him, though afflicted as I ami 
Alas! alas! 

Ch. Speak nothing haughty: seest thou not in wbni mii* 
ery thou art t m 

Aj. O Jove, nre of my dore&ihan, how wa^A If haiiiig de» 
stroyed that most crafly hated ontcaat, and the tiro iorctdgn 
princes, at last myself too &1L 

' icAvrdc seems applied to the sheep on aeeooot ofHb^ aokt 0f iMr 
bleating, 6uj, ru^ iv uvrolr rapax^ '^ ^*^^t *• the gfjwj ts t mq^§, Hm 
Liddell, a, ▼. No. 2- — B. 

' The descrtptioQ of Uljases bene cii^en imidi nwmMmlknriUtf ^/k^ 
ture of himself in Tioilos and Croasida ; ** No, t»«« I Mi a tmetlf a mnufj 
railing knaye, a very fihlij rotvun,^ And ihe meref whkk %0 tkmmtfm 
obtains from Hector may weu bear PluJoctH^i m$i im Inb imitimtmkf Ml 
the good and bad zaum% man)dad, Htm VftA. 444. h§fmim,tf it$ tfplMh 
sitioH to Musgrave. eomiders this a iwpriMeli fev«M \/f Aim ii iW &r 
guise assumed by VUitmf to finntftwie Tuoy t w$m O^ 4^ Mi 



252 AJAX. [392—425. 

Tec. When such is thy prayer, at the same time beg death 
for me also ; since what need have I to live, when thou art no 
moret 

Aj. O darkness, that art my light, O Erebus, to me most 
radiant, take me, oh take me, as your inmate, take me ; for no 
longer am I worthy to look on the race of gods or mortals for 
any profit to mankind. ^ No, the warrior goddess, daughter of 
Jove, disgracefully persecutes me to destruction. Whither, 
then, can one fly '? Whither shall I go, and there abide ? since 
one part is gone,^ my friends, e'en with the work before you ; 
and I have set myself upon a silly chace : but for the army; — 
they all would slay me with hand doubly armed. ^ 

Tec. Ah hapless me ! that a man of worth should utter 
words like these, which he ne'er before could have had the 
heart [to speak] ! 

Aj. O ! paths of dashing sea-surge, and caverns that skirt 
the main — and thou, cliiF-crowning grove, much, much and 
long time have ye detained me around Troy ; but no more, no 
more shall ye [keep] me drawing the breath of life ; know 
this, whoever is possessed of reason. Oh neighboring streams 
of Scamander, kindly of spirit to the Greeks,* think not ye 
shall any longer look on me, a man (I will speak out the 
haughty boast) such as Troy hath not seen in all the host 

- There's nothing in this world can make me joy : 

Life is as tedious as a twice-told tale 
Vexing the dull ear of a drowsy man ; 
And bitter shame hath spoil'd the world's sweet taste, 
That it yields nought but shame and bitterness. 

m l^ing John, Act 3, sc. ^ . 

' Perhaps meaning " my hope of vengeance is lost by the slaughter 
just committed." Wunder gives up the passage as hopeless. — B. 

^ dtKoXrog here, as dopina^Tog in the Agamemnon of utEschylus, is 
used transitively. Eustathius on this passage says the TraArov was a 
particular weapon. — Tr. Rather render " the well-armed army would 
slay me." — B. 

^ Lobeck understands this passage as a mark of Ajax' deep resentment 
and passion, in thinking the very streams of Troy had conspired against 
him with his present enemies, the Greeks. There does not, however, 
seem any reason why we should adopt this certainly far-fetched idea, un- 
less it be the rise of the Scamander to overwhelm Achilles, as told in the 
Iliad. Musgrave, on this account, proposes to read dva^povE^. Hermann 
removes the comma after 'ApyeioiCf and renders the passage " never again 
will ye in your favor to the Argive host look upon this man," Jiestro fa* 
vore victorem. 
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who came from the land of Greece. And now, thus dishon- 
ored, am I lying prostrate. 

Ch. Believe me, I know not how either to prevent thee or 
suffer thee to speak, all fallen as thou art into miseries such as 
these. 

Aj. Ah! ah! Who could have ever thought that my 
name,i thus accordant, would harmonize with my misfortunes ! 
For now twice, nay, thrice, have I cause to utter Ah ! in such 
evils am I involved ; I, whose father from this land of Ida, 
having best deserved of all the army the choicest prize of 
honor, returned home possessed of all renown ; while I, his 
son, having come to this very realm of Troy, with not inferior 
might, nor having by my hand helped with deeds less glo- 
rious, perish thus unhonored by the Greeks. And yet of 
thus much at least methinks I am assured, that were Achilles 
yet alive, purposing to award the prize of excellence to some 
one in the matter of his own arm, none else but I had 
grasped them. But now, on the contrary, the Atridae have 
worked his will for a crafty villain, having rejected the might 
of Ajax. And had not this mine eye and distorted mind 
wildly strayed from my purpose, never again should they by 
vote have given judgment against man.^ But now the sternr 
eyed, dauntless goddess, daughter of Jove, baffled me, already 
putting forth my hand upon them, having cast on me a dis- 
tempered phrensy, that I stained my hands with blood on brutes 
like these, while they are deriding me, having escaped, not 
by my will indeed. But if a god foil him, even the coward 
may elude the braver man. And now what can I do^ I 

^ The ancients attributed much importance to the signification of names; 
and their idea was probably founded on tradition, derived from the patri- 
archal ages, as they also held the inspiration of a death-bed, taken from 
the same source. *' God shall enlarge Japhet," and Japhet signifies en- 
largement. Abram and Sarai changed their names by divine command, 
for such as better suited the ancestors of nations and of the Prince of na- 
tions. The Romans carried their superstition so far as to change the 
name of Epidamnus to Dyrrachium. In fact, of such serious consequence 
were names considered in Greece, that Aristotle in his Rhetoric classes 
them among his heads of argument. — Tr. " Ai ! Ai ! who would have 
thought my name of Aias would suit so well, as namesake to my woesT' 
— Surges' translation. — B. 

^ " Eustathius has noted the anachzonism in the word hjni^iaav in this 
passage." — Herm. 
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th.it am manifestly abhorred of gods, and the Greek host 
detests me ; while all Troy, and these here plains, are my 
foes? Whether shall I, having abandoned our naval station, 
and the sons of Atreus, to themselves, cross the .^Igean sea 
for home ? And what face shall I show my father Telamon, 
appearing before him ? How will he ever bear to look on me 
forlorn before him, destitute of the meed of valor, ^ whereof 
himself acquired the illustrious crown of glory ? The deed is 
not to be borne ; but shall I then, advancing to the Trojan 
ramparts, alone with them alone engaging, and achieving 
some honorable deed, so fall at last? Nay, thus I must at 
all events pleasure the Atridae.^ This may not be; some 
attempt must be sought of such a nature, as that by it I may 
prove to my aged father, that being his son, I am not natural- 
ly at least a spiritless coward. For it is base for a man 
who meets no change in evils, to wish a length of life.^ 
Since what pleasure hath one day by another, adding to, 
or taking from the necessity of dying?* I would not 
buy, at any price, that man who warms himself with 
empty hopes. No ; or nobly to live, or to die nobly, 
becomes the generous man.^ Thou hast heard all I have 
to say. 

Ch. None will ever say, Ajax, that thou hast spoken senti- 
ments of supposititious growth, but of thy own spirit. Yet 
desist, and grant thy friends to prevail o'er thy purpose, dis- 
missing these anxious thoughts. 

Tec. Ajax, my lord, there is not a greater evil to man- 

* " KalXioreta proprie est prcBmium pulchritudinis, ut apud Lucia- 
tium in Dearum judicio. Hie simpliciter prcemium valet, quod docent 
Lexica. KaTiTiLareveLv esse for lis sime se gererCj ex male intellecto Her- 
odoti loco 7, 180, natum est." — ^Musgrave. 

^ That is, by his noble action ; since on death he was at all events ro- 
solved. 

3 Such is the wish of ParoUes, in All's Well that Ends Well. 

* If Hermann's reading dvadelaa be adopted, we must take i^fiipa ircipf 
fifiap by itself. Hennann gives the passage thus : " What pleasure can i 
day alternating with day present, when it does nothing but either add or ' 
take away from the necessity of dying V — Tr. I have adopted this view: 
see Wunder, who quotes Trach. 943, sqq. — B. 

* Guard. What work is here? Charmian, is this- well done? 
Char. It is well done, and fitting for a princess, 
Descended of so many royal kings. 

Ant. and Cleo. Act 6, so. 1. 



^.9B-518.] AJAX. 255 

kind, than slaveiy's forced lot.^ But I was l>ogotton of a 
free father, a man powerful by his weidth among Phrygians, 
if any were. Yet now I am a slave ; for so, I ween, it soomed 
fit to the gods, and above all to thy hand. Wherefon*, since 
that I have shared thy bed, I am a well-wisher to thee and 
thine, and conjure thee by Jove (guardian of the Hearth,- and 
thy couch whereby thou wert united to me, do not think me 
deserving to get offensive language from thine enemies, leav- 
ing me a spoil for the hand of any. Since, shouldst thou die, 
and, being deceased, abandon me, bethink thee that on that 
very day I too, violently seized on by the Greeks, shall eat the 
bread of slavery with thy son. And some one among my 
tyrants shall say with bitter taunt, harrowing me by his 
words, " Behold the consort of Ajax, who was of might pre- 
eminent amid our host — what servitude, in exchange for how 
envied a lot, does she support !" Thus some one will say. 
And me fortune will drive to this ; 'tis to thee imd thy fiimily 
words like these are a disgrace. But respect thy father, 
whom thou abandonest in forlorn old age : respect thy mother, 
allotted to the heritage of many years, who often implores the 
gods that thou mayest return home alive. And, O prince ! 
compassionate thy son, in that, bereft of childhood's nurture, 
abandoned by thee, he will be thrust about by no friendly 
guardians : how much of ill this is, that thou at thy death 
wilt bequeath to him and me.^ For to me there remains no 
longer any one to whom I can look, save thee, for thou hast 
annihilated my country with thy spear ; and my mother and 
my father another fate took off to be in their deaths inhabit- 
ants of Hades.^ What then could be to me a country in thy 

^ Lobeck would exclude the idea of slavery from the Greek expression 
here, as unsuitable to Tecinessa's purpose. — Tr. But cf ^sch. Choeph. 
75: dvuyKav dfi(f>L7TToXLv. Soph. El. U93. See also Eustath. p. 1089, 
38 : Trapu "LocpoKTiel uvayKaia tvxV ^ iftvXiKTj. — B. 

^ A most solemn adjuration, and used by Tbemistocles to Admetus, in 
his greatest need. — Thuc. I. 

^ These sentiments find a parallel in those of the Sabine women in 
Livy ; and the lamentation of Andromache throughout is very similar : 
An only child, once comfort of my pains, 
Sad product now of hopeless love, remains ! 
No more to smile upon his sire, no friend 
To help him now, no father to defend ! 

Pope's II. B. XXII. 1. 620. 
* Hermann remarks on the gratuitous barbarity of making Ajax kill 
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stead? what prosperity could I have*? in thee is centred all 
my hope of safety. Nay, preserve the remembrance of me 
too. Believe me, it is fitting that memory should abide by a 
man, if any where he have received aught pleasurable ;^ for 
it is kindness that aye engenders kindness, but from whom- 
soever the recollection of a benefit received melts away, that 
man could never be of generous birth.^ 

Ch. Ajax, I could wish that thou didst feel pity in thy 
heart, even as I do, for then wouldst thou assent to her 
words. 

Aj. Nay, largely shall she meet with approbation from me 
at least, if she but dare aright to execute the task enjoined. 

Tec. Nay, my dear Ajax, for my part I will obey thee in 
every thing. 

Aj. Go fetch me now my son, that I may see him. 

Tec. Nay, but in alarm I rescued him from thee. 

Aj. In these my woes *? or what meanest thou 1 

Tec. Lest he, ill fated, having haply fallen in thy way, 
should die. 

Aj. This were, indeed, well suited to my fate. 

Tec. Nay, therefore I guarded him, to prevent this. 

Aj. I approve of the action and the forethought you pracs 
ticed. 

Tec. By doing what then, in this case, can I profit you I 

Aj. Give me to speak to him, and see him before me. 

Tec. Well, but he is at hand, in keeping of the attendants. 

Aj. Why then delays he to vouchsafe his presence 1 

Tec. My boy, thy father calls thee. Bring him hither, 
whoever of the servants have him in charge, in thy hands. 

the mother of Tecmessa, and adopts Porson's reading, supposing, how. 
ever, that there is a Hne omitted. According to him, the lines stand thust 

. . . . oi} yap fioL TzaTpid* ycToxjog dopi, 

******** 

Koi fjLTjTep* uXkrj fiolpa rhv (pvaavrd re 
KadelTiev 'Acdov davaaifiovg OLKrJTopag. 
Si bene quid de merui, fuit aut tibi quicquam 
Dulce meum, miserere domus labantis, et istam, 
Oro, si quis adhuc precibus locus, exue mentem. 

^n. IV. V. 317. 
^ Brunck has paid no attention to Porson^s remarks on the metre iq 
this passage ; but Lobeck has adopted the professor's emendation of Sui^ 
das. For just reasons against the other readings proposed by PorsoDi 
yid. Seale's Metres, p. 11. 
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Aj. Dost thou speak to one drawing near, or one who heeds 
not thy words? 

Tec. Even now this attendant is conveying him from no 
great distance. 

Aj. Bring, bring him hither, for he will not shudder at he- 
holding this fresh-slaughtered butchery, if he be truly in his 
father's ways, my son. Nay, forthwith it is needful to iR'eak 
him in, as a colt to the stem lore of his sire, and that be be 
rendered like him in nature. My child, be thou more fortu- 
nate than thy father, but in all else his counterpart, and thou 
canst not be a coward. Yet even now thus much I have to 
envy thee, for that thou art sensible of none of these present 
evils; for in feeling nought^ is centred the sweetest life,* 
until thou learn to know what it is to rejoice, what to feel 
pain. But when thou art arrived at this, it is thy duty to 
prove on thy father's foes, thyself how great, from how great 
a father thou art sprung. Till then be fostered by light gaks^ 
cherishing thy early life, the joy of this thy mother. There 
is no fear, I know, that any of the Greeks should insult thee 
with hateful contumely; no, though thou art frur frmn me, 
such a watchful protector in Teucer shall I leave for thee, an 
unwearied guardian of thy nurture,^ althou^ at present he is 
gone far out of sight, busied in the chase of foemen. But, 
O ye shielded warriors, sea^uing people, to you also I enjdn 
this common favor, and announce ye to hun my mandate, 
that he bring this my son to my home, and present him to 
Telamon and my mother, I mean Eriboea,^ that he maj ever 

^ Ah ! how regardless of their doom 

The little victims play ! 
No sense have they of ills to coow^ 
No care beyond to-day. — Gbat. 

' Hermann here inserts a line which Bmnck, on the anthorilj of Sfa^ 

bffius, had omitted : it is this : 

rd fii^ (^povetv yhp, jcopr* dv6dw€V kokSv. 

Ajax admits ignorance to be an evil, bat still aaserts that ''where igno- 
rance is bliss 'tis folly to be wise." 

^ Lobeck praises, in his note on this passage, Reiake*s emendation, who 
reads ^yUTra, Kel ravvv ; and the scholiast on v. 1S2 si^s the T""*«"f nae 
t/iTTTjg, the Attics ^/iirac and ifiTrar 

* Eribcea, sometimes called Peribcea, was daughter of Aleatboae, Idng- 
of Megara, and son of Pelops, and is said to have been aold by her ftllier 
on suspicion, of an intrigue vnth Telamon, and eanied to Cjpfa% wUtiber 
Telamon followed and married her. 
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• * t 

be the support of their old age, until thejr shall readi the 
dark chambers of the nether god. And mine arms let no 
masters of the games, nor he my bane, set as a prize to the 
Greeks; but do thou, my son Eurysaces, take and keep thy 
namesake, my shield of seven bulls' hides, that none can break ; 
wielding it through the thickly-twisted handle:^ my other 
arms in common shall anon be buried with me.^ But take 
now with all speed this my son, and make fast the house, nor 
raise lamentations within my tent. A very piteous object, 
truly, is a woman. Close the door speedily : 'tis not the skill- 
ful leech's part to howl an incantation over a sore that asks 
the knife. 

Cii. I tremble at hearing this eagerness, for thy sharpened 
tongue likes me not. 

Tec. Ajax, my lord, what canst thou purpose in thy mind 
to do? 

Aj. Ask not, question not ; best be resigned. 

Tec. Ah me, how I despair! I conjure thee by thy child, 
and by the gods, abandon us not. 

Aj. Too much thou vexest me ; knowest thou not that I no 
longer am the god's debtor^ to be of service to any? 

Tec. Gropd words. 

Aj. Speak to those that hear. 

Tec. And wilt thou not be persuaded? 

Aj. Thou pratest overmuch already. 

Tec. Ay, for I fear me, prince. 

A J. Will ye not stay her quickly f 

Tec. In heaven's name, be softened. 

' For a description of such a shield, see Wunder's extracts from Wcs- 
seling and Lobeck. — B. 

^ This was a common custom in ancient times, as may be gathered from 
Thucydides, L. I. c. viii. — Tr. Such was also the custom of the Danes. 
See Glaus Magnus, quoted by Stevens on Hamlet, Act I. : " That thou, 
dead corse, again in complete steel." Seward, Earl of Northumberland, 
was, by his own desire, buried armed cap a pie. — B. 

^ A similar expression is found in Virgil : 

Nos juvenem exanimum et nil jam ccelestibus ullis 
Debentem vano mcesti comitamur honore. 

Yet it would perhaps be going too far to say that Ajax meant notching 
contemptuous to the gods. Since writing the above note, Kermann^s 
edition has appeared, and the translation is altered to suit that edition in 
thi.s ])a8sage. 
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Aj. Methinks thou bast but a fool's wisdom, if thou pur- 
posest but now to school my temper. 

Cn. Illuatrioua Sulamis, thou somewhere, rocked hj ocean,' 
art Mtuate in happiness,^ ever conspicuous to all ; while I, un- 
happy from time of old, tarry for the Idccan meadowy pastures 
as a reward, through countlesa months,^ continually worn away 
by regular and unvaried time; having a sorry hope that still 
I shall one day reach the abhorred destructive,* Pluto. And 
now the cmvdcfl.^ Ajax ia upon nie, a fresh assailant,^ aliia! 
alas ! co-mate of a heaven-sent pbrensy ; whom once, in foi"- 
mer time, thou sentcst forth as a conqueror in furious war; 
but now, on the coivti'ary, his senses aU astray,^ he has proved 
a deep affliction to his friends. But the former deeds of his 
hands, deeds of the noblest valor, fell, ay, fell, thankless to the 
thankless, the unwise. Atrida;. Surely, somewhere a mother,' 
nursed in the lap of ancient days iuid hoar old age, when she 
shall have heard that lie is diseased as with the aickiiesa of 
the soul, haplesfl shall utter not ail 1 Linus, ah ! Ltnus,^ nor 
plaint of the nightingale, that piteous bird, but shrill-toned 
shrieks vrill she wail forth ; while blows, struck by her own 
hand, shall fall on her brciaflts, and rendings of her hoary hair. 

' Thia epithet, though perfertly BUitablo to Delos, appeors rather mis- 
placed here ; aiid Lobeck BugK^ts, that aa Jischjiua had applied Iho 
term OoAa(T(ro;ri,i;KTo; to SaUmw>, it ifl probable thot Sophoclea wrote ilU- 
tXeucToc- Thi» reading is adopted by Hermann. 

» Cf Horoer II. /J. 636, v^auv, aj vaioaai wia/v (Uo'f.— B. 

^ Hermann propoBciH Co read tbi passago thus: 'Idala liifLvu Atf/JUfi' 
diroivo, li^vuv av^piBpo;, Jdaa yra/eiaia pramia cxpccto, muaium inmt- 
merabilia. Thuse pramia prataitia are the overthrow and Back of Troi. 
— Tr. I have felloweJ Hermann, with Dindorf, although I am doubtful 
of any attempt to restont this difficult passage auccesBfiilt;.— B. 

* See Butlm. Leiil. s. v. The word may be also taken for "dark," 
" (jlooniy." — B 

> 'E^fJjjof is, in the Frogs of AriatopbaneB, applied to Sophoclea Mm- 
iself, and the OiforJ tranalatar has this polo ; " The f^Eilpof (tertianua) 
was a combatant, wlio waited the decUioc of some trial of piDwesB in 
the games, with intent to offer himself as opponent to the coni{UOrOT," 

' Literally "feeding apart from hie BenseB." 

' There la great beau^ in the BUppression of 'be name thrnagh]at this 

?M9ago; it may in Bomo measure bo thought lu [ysncible the v^l of 
tmanthes. 

■ Cf jEsch. Ag. 131. 13!!, and fur the origin of the Jilty. I'luaau ix, 
89, with Kuhn's note.— 11. 
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For bettor were lie Inding in the grave, than hopelessly dis- 
tenipori'd ; who coming of his father's race the bravest of the 
hard-toiling Greeks, is no longer constant to his natural tem- 
per, but is wandering without it. Ah, wretched sire, what an 
insupiwrtable cidaniity of thy child awaits thee to learn ! such 
ixi no age of tlie JEacidse hath ever yet fostered, at least save 
. this man ! 

A J. Time, the long, the countless, brings to light all that 
is unseen, and when disclosed, conceals, nor is aught hope- 
loss ; no, both the terrible oath and the hardened spirit are 
his prize. For I, too, that lately was so firm in my dread 
purposi>, like steel, when dipped,^ by this my wife here, have 
l)eon wonumod in my speech ; and I feel pity at leaving her 
a widow, luid my child fiitherless, amid foes. But I will go to 
the Iwiths and meadows along the shore, that having cleansed 
oif my pollutions I may escape the weighty anger of the 
goildoss. And as I go, wherever I shall light upon an un- 
trodden spot, there will I hide this my sword, of weapons the 
most hateful, bur}nlng it in earth, there where none shall ever 
800 it ; but O may night and Hades guard it below. For 
from the hour wherein I took to my hand this, a present from 
1 lector my doiidliost foe, never to this day have I got aught 
acceptable from the Greeks. No, true is the popular adage. 
" The gifts of enemies are no gifts,^ nor profitable." Hence 
forth, therefore, will we know how to submit to the gods, and 
lourn to respect the sons of Atreus. They are our rulers, 
therefore we must give way. Why not? for all that is ter- 
rible and all that is mightiest gives way to office.^ First 

• f^(i<}>^ aidrjpog wf. " Tenuiora ferramenta oleo restingui mos est, ne 
nqufi in fra^ilitateiu durentur." The scholiast has a note to the same 
purpose. \Vc sec then that the allusion will apply to what follows as 
well as to what precedes it in the text. 

^ " By what argument it may from this verse be gathered that the Me- 
dea of Euripides is older than the Ajax of Sophocles, Elmsley has stated 
at the six hundred and fifth line of the former." — Hermann. 

^ There is a passage very similar to this, which it may not be useless 
to quote, whether as an argument to support Shakespeare's claim to the 
play whence it comes, by the evident marks of his style which it bears, 
or to prove an old assertion, that in him is contained the finest study of 
the English language : 

The heavens themselves, the planets, and this centre^ 
Observe degree, priority, and place, 
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snow-paced 'winters give place to fruitful summer, and tlie 
orb of murky night retires for the day ivith his white steeds 
to kindle his liglit,' and the blast of the dreadful winds hath 
lulled the roaring main, nay, all-o'erpowering sleep loosea 
where he hu,th bound, nor always holds us captive. And now 
shall we not know moderation? Since, for my part, I am 
even now aware that our enemy is so far to be hated by us, 
as though he may yet again be our fiiend ; and to my friend 
1 will be wilhag thus far by aiding to he of service, as if he 
were not always to remain so.^ For to the many among 
men the haven of fellowsliip is faithless; but in all this it 
will he well. Do tliou, woman, ha^-ing retired within, pray 
to the «rods coiitinuully to accomplish what my heart desires; 
and do ye, my elansmeo, do me this honor alike with her. 
And signify to Teucer, should be return, to look well to me, 
and at the same time bo a friend to you. For I go thither, 
whither go I must ; but do ye what I tell you, and soon, per- 
haps, you may leam that 1, though now unibrtunatc, have 
found deliverance. 

Ch. With love I thrill, and overjoyed I soar aloft. O Pan, 
Pan, P»n, Pan, thou ocean- wanderer, show thyself from 
the craggy ridge of snow-beaten Cyllene,^ thou princely 
Ibuiidur of heaven's choir, that companying with me thou 
might essay the sclf-tuught Gnoasian and NysaJan dances i 
for now it is my care to lead the chorus. And maycst thou, 
Apollo, DelJan king, coming over the leariao sea,' accord me 

OffiuG, and uuslom, in all line of order. 

Troilus and Creisida, 
> Sec Milton, Uook VII., and Tbomsan's Odo to the SEaeuna. 
• This is the sentiiuBcit to which Cicero allndes, lie Amicitia, c. 16 : 
" Nesabat ullaio vocem inimiciorem amicitia poCuisse reperiri, quun fjiM, 
qui Jixiaset, ita amaro opotleie. ut si aliquaado eeact oaurus : nee 'veHl 
Be addiici pOBEe, ut hoc, qUGmadmoduni pntsrelur, a Biuile ease dictumj 
crederet, qui aapiena habitus easet unuB e septem; aedimpuri cujui ' ~ 
" imbitioai, avit omnia ad BUam pote "' "' 



Crese, c 

India, eaid to be the place nherc BorchuB was educated, 
derived hia name Dionysiug. 

* Ths nanie " Icariaii" was given to that part of the jEgeiui Soa whiah 
encircle* Mycouc and UyoruB, the suppubcd Bcoiic of Icanis's EiU. 



I 
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thy distinguished presence, forever kind. For Mars hath di&- 
j>elled the heav}' aQliction from his eyes. lo ! lo I now, now 
tiguin, O Jove, is the white propitious light of day with us, 
that we may approach the swifl vessels that speed on the 
brine ; since Ajax is again forgetful of his troubles, and has 
t\gtiin performed the most sacred ordinances of the gods, with 
strictest observance worshiping. Time, the mighty, withers 
all away. Nor would I pronounce aught impossible, at least 
when unexpectedly Ajax has repented of his wrath and dire 
feuds with the Atridae. 

JVIessengek. My friends, I would first tell you ;^ Teucer is 
just arrived from the Mysian rocks ;^ but as he advances into 
the middle of the camp, he is reviled by all the Greeks at 
once; for, having discovered him coming slowly from a dis- 
tance, they encircled him all round ; and then began to assail 
him with reproaches from this side and that; and there was 
not one who did not, calling him the brother of the madman 
and traitor to the army ; that he should not save himself from 
death by being thorougUy mangled with stones. So that 
they came to such a pitch, that their swords, seized by their 
hands, were draAvn from out the scabbards. But their strife, 
having run to its greatest length, ceases by words of recon- 
cilement from the elders. But where' s Aja3^ that I may tell 
him all this 1 for to our lords it is our duty to disclose all our 
tale. 

Cii. He is not within, but has just disappeared, having 
coupled new plans with new deportment. 

Mes. Woe ! woe ! woe ! Then he who sent me on this er- 
rand, sent me too tardily, or I was slow in coming. 

Cii. But what is there too tardily managed in this matter? 

Mess. Teucer forbade to let the man go forth from within 
his abode, before he himself should be present. 

Cii. Nay, but look you, he is gone, having betaken himself 
to the best of purposes, that he may by reconcilement with the 
gods be freed from their wrath. 

^ Musgrave conjectures, that in allusion to the well-known custom of 
heralds among the ancients, we should read <l>iXov rd nporov: Lobeck 
removes the period at the end of the line, and joins the two last of the 
above three words, retaining ^fXoi. Hermann follows Musgrave. 

^ For mention of Mysia, see Herodotus, L. I. Of this country, which 
was in alliance with Troy, Telephus was monarch at the time of theTru- 
jiiu war. 
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Mess. These thy words are fraught with abundant folly, if 

indeed Calchas prophesy aught with right judgment.' 

Cii. What is its nature I and what iinowing of this matter 
[proi:hesies he?] 

Mess. Thus* much I know, and chanced to be present. For 
from the council and the kingly drcle Calchas having retired 
by himself, apart from the Atridie, and jilaced his right hand 
in Teucer's in friendly guise, bade and enjoined him by all 
manner of itieons to conflne Ajax throughout the day now 
sliining, to-day, this very day, within his tent ; nor let him. 
go and suffer him to pass, if ever be would see him again 
alive ; for on this day only the wrath of celcBtial Minerva 
persecutes him : so spake be and s^d. For the seer declared 
that overgrown and unwieldy^ bodies are wont to fall under 
severe misfortunes by divine agency, when one that springs 
from a mortal stock is not of consequence minded as a mortal 
should. But he, at the vciy moment that he sallied forlli 
from home, was found of his &ther, advising him well, loo 
inconsiderate ;' for he strictly charges him, " Son, be thy wish 
to conquer with the spear, but be it ever to conquer through 
the gods." But he, with haught and senseless vaunt repli^ 
" Father, in concert with the gods even one that was nothing I 
might obtain tlia victory ; but I, even without them, am i 
assured I shall suatch to me this glory." So proud a boaet I 
did he utter. Then, a second time, to immortal I'allaa, when t 
ui^ng him she bade him turn his gory Imnd against the foe: 
then answered he a speed) dire and unutterable, " Queen, bwM 
thou at the side of the other Greeks ; where I am, the battls 1 



' This dislinguiahsd seer poeaeased his uiBpiration by birthright, being I 
the grandson of Idmon, the EoothBajrec that attended the Argonautic es- 

■ I prefer reading xdvorira with Wunder, and rendering " irain and iin- ] 
pious." See his note. — 0. 

' The reason which is here giTsn for the miBfortune of Ajai ia _ 
cisely that of wliich Aristotle approTes, who, after having rejected tho 
two eitremea of virtue and vice, proceeds to state his idea of a character 
adapted lo tragedy : " And such a man is he, who neither in lirlue and 
uprightness is transcendent, nor yet changes his lot lo misfortune through 
vice and depravity, but one that does it through some error, end that a 
man of highreridwn and prosperity, Buch as were (Edipus and ThyestcB." 
—Poetics, sect. as. 
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never shall break through."^ By words such as these he 
earned the ruthless anger of the goddess, being of a spirit un- 
suitable to man. But if indeed he live to-day, we haply may 
be, with Heaven's aid, his preservers. Thus much the prophet 
said, but Teucer instantly sends me from the conclave, bear- 
ing these his mandates to thee to observe; but if we are 
foiled of our purpose, then is the hero no more, if Calchas be 
wise. 

Cii. O wretched Tecmessa, of hapless race, come forth and 
look on this man, what manner of words he utters. For this 
cuts to the quick, that none may joy therein. 

Tec. Why rouse ye me, miserable that I am, from my seat, 
when but now respited from exliaustless ills? 

Cii. Listen to this man, since he comes bringing us matter 
concerning Ajax, whereat I grieve. 

Tec. Ah me ! what sayest thou, man ? Are we then un- 
done ? 

Mess. I know not thy circumstances, but I have no hopes 
of Ajax, if he be from home. 

Tec. Well then, he is from home, and therefore I am in 
agonies at what thou hast to say.^ 

Mess. Teucer sends charge to confine him under close cov- 
er of his tent, nor let him go out alone. 

Tec. But where is Teucer, and wherefore says he this*! 

Mess. He is just arrived ; and apprehends^ that this depart- 
ure of Ajax, that he tells, is fatal. 

^ Homer represents Ajax of a temper in some degree resembliag this, 
thout^h not so haughty, in a prayer which Longinus has quoted and com- 
mended : 

Zed TTurep, u?i?,il ai) pvaai vn* yepOQ vlag 'AxaiuVy 
Uolijaov d' aldrjv dbg 6' d^duXfioLGiv IdEadatj 
'Ev dh <}>ueL KoX oTiEoaov. 

^ Lobcck places a note of interrogation after uSiveiv. 

^ " Both;) has ingeniously conjectured klTci^etv (f>ipei. But no correction 
is needed, if the passage be but rishtly taken, and one resort not to such 
siiliiicss (iiiepta) as to make k/^irH^ELv mean even metuere; for not in all 
ca.ses, but where it suits the sense, is this verb introduced in such a manner 
as to be seemingly used to denote fear, though in reality it is to be taken 
as expressing hope. In the present instance, when the messenger says, 
Spcrat Teucer se hunc Ajacis exitum funestum nunciaturum esse^ he 
means that Teucer has a hope that, by reporting the fatal issue about to 
follow Ajax on going abroad, he shall eirect his detention at home for that 



Tec. TlDhappy me ! having learned it from what poeedble 

Me3S. From Tliestor's prophet-Bon, on this present day, that 
it brings tiim life or death. 

Tkc. Ah me ! friends, assist me ag^nst this emei^ncy of 
fortune,' and hasten — some that Teacer may come quickly, and 
some to the western bends of the mountains, some to the east- 
ern go and search out Iliu hero'w ill-omenfid siillr. Fori know- 
that I was deceived by tlie niiin, and iniido outcast from my 
former favor with him. Ah me! my child, what shall I dot 
not sit here — no ; I will he gone thither whithersoever I sliall 
have Strength to. Let us away, let us hasten henee ; 'tis not 
tlie moment for sitting still, for those at Ic-ost who wish to save 
a man that hurries to death. 

Cii. I am ready to he gone, nor will I show it merely in 
words, for speed of a:jtion and of feet at once shall follow 

Aj. The slayer is act upright, where it best may pierce ^f 
one have leisure (-vun for consideration), the gift of Hector, a 
man of foreigners, most detested by me, and most hateful to 
behold. But it has fixed itself in the hostile soil of Troy, 
fresh sharpened on the steel-consuming whetstone. And I 
myself, having well prepared, have fixed it, the kindest friend 
to Ajax in furtherance of his speedy death. Thos well am I 

oaiin) mean that airiCeif can not 
. 7 To Baj nothiDg of PotjbiuB,. 

itiWic Tov t^ifim. See also Ariat. Avea, v. 95fl, ed. Brunct. Heraiann*! 
own interpretation it Burely far-fetchecl. — Tu. But tho construction ii 
hinllj satisfaelory. I should prefer following BottiE, as Wunder hsa 
done — B, 

' Ttiis passage supporta an opinion of Lobeck already stated, since hem 
we find no allusion to slavery, although the sanio expression is need at 
V. 48!>. See the not& on that line. 

' The departure of the Chorus here in order to give room for tho eihi- 
hiUon of Ajax' death is censured by Brunck, but defended by Lobi^ck on 
the eiample of .Sechylus in liie Eumenides, and Euripides in Helen and 
Aiccstis. And he also remarkfi, that the ililliculty which induced .Xnhy- 
lua to relate the death of Ajai, namely, the open nature of the slagn, 
was evaded by Sophocles, who carries his hero as far as possible back 
from the eyes of the spectators lo the inner scene. Aa Potter justly ob- 
serves, this single speech of Ajai is worth all the unities, an attempt to 
niaintam which has been so Inldy made, and ably refuted. 
M 
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furnished. But after all this, do thou first, O Jupiter, assist 
me, for it is but reason. Nor will I ask of thee to obtain an 
ample boon. Send for me some messenger, carrying the evil 
tidings to Teucer, that he may be the first to take me up 
when fallen on this fresh-sprinkled sword; and that I may 
not, having been ere that discovered by any of my foes, be 
hurled a cast-away to dogs and birds a prey. This much I 
beg of thee, O Jove ; and with thee I call on the nether Mer- 
cury, conductor of ghosts, to lull me softly to repose, when I 
have burst through my side with this my sword, by a bound 
quick and without a struggle. I call too, the evcr-virgins to 
my aid ; them, ever beholding all the sulFcrings of mortality, 
the awful Furies, with gigantic stride, to learn of me how I, 
unhappy, perish thoroughly by Atreus' sons; and may they 
grasp them all together, villains as they are, by a death most 
vile, and doomed to utter destruction ; even as they look on 
me falling self-nmrdered, so self-murdered may they perish by 
their dearest offspring.^ Go, ye swift and avenging Furies, 
banquet on them, spare not the whole armed host. And thou, 
that makest the high heaven thy chariot course, O sun I^ when 
thou shalt look on the land of my fathers, checking thy 
golden-backed rein, announce my woes and my fate to my 
aged sire, and the wretched mother that nursed me. Full 
surely she, unhappy, when she shall hear this report, will send 

* Musgrave considers this passage to refer to the death of Ulysses by 
his son Telcgonus. Certainly Agamemnon did not fall by the contrivance 
of any of his children ; and as for Menclaus, he, if wc may credit Homer, 
was carried to the islands of the blessed without having tasted death ; how 
deservedly, we may gather from Herodotus' account of his conduct in 
Egypt. The curse of Ajax is remarkably grand and awful, but will hardly 
bear comparison with the celebrated imprecation in Lord Byron's Giaour. 
— Tr. Wunder has amused himself by casting out vss. 839—42 ! — B. 

* This most sublime idea has been well imitated by Seneca : 

O decus mundi, radiate Titan, 

Die sub Aurora positis Sabseis, 

Die sub Occasu positis Iberis, 

Die ad ceternos properare manes 

Herculem et regnum canis inquicti. 

Here. ./Et. v. 1616.— Tr. 
Cf Eurip. Phoen. 1, cj rr/v Iv darpoLc ovpavov rifiVDV 5(hv Kai XP^ 
aoKO?.?ir/TOLaii' ^///if/^wf Ai<ppoig, 'H/ue, i)oalg linToiaiv £L?u(j(JiJV <}>X6ya, 
Claudian. de Prob. et Olyb. 1 " Sol, qui flammigciis mundum complex- 
us habenis, volvis inexhausto redeuntia sscula motu, Sparge diem meli- 
ore coma, crincmquo rcpexi Blandius clato surgant temone jugales " — B. 
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forth a dreadful wall .nroughout the whole city. But it avails 
not to lament thlis vainly; no, the deed must be done, and 
with all speed. death, death, come now and look upon me ; 
ulthough thee, indeed, there also shall I meet and accost. 
But thee, O present brilliance of the lustrous day, and the car- 
borne sun, I salute now for the last time, and never again 
hereafter. O light! sucred soil of mine own eountiy, 
Salamis! O f.oot of my father's hearth, and thou, illustrious 
A-thens! and race that sliarcd mj nurture! and ye fountajns, 
and rivers here, and the Trojan plains I address; farewell, my 
fosterers; this his last word does Ajax speak to you: all else 
will I tell to the dead in Hades.' 

Semi-Ch. Double double toil and trouble!^ for whither, 
whither, ay, whither went I not ? and yet no place kno"ft« to 
learn [of thee]. Hie! ! hist ! again I hear soma noise. 

Semi-Ch. 'Tis but onrf, the ship's company, partners in 
your voyage, 

Semi-Ch, Well, and what then ' 

Semi-Ch, All the western wdc of ihc fleet has been trav- 



t more to be 

Semi-Ch. Nay, nor to mc then, on the mcnBureJ track o 
the eaat, does the hero any where present himself to view. 

Ch. Who, I pray, who of the industrious fiBhemion, plyi^ ' 
his sleepless quest for prey, or who of the Olympian god- j 
desses,^ or of the torrent rivers of the BosphoiTis, if haply ai^ 
where he descries the chief of savage spirit roaming, will telt 
me ; for grievous it is that I, a wanderer, should approach i.o 

' It may be thouglit thai the pla; ehould have endol with a speech sO' ' 
sublime as the preceding; but HermanTi obscrvca that tlio spirit of tho ' 
ancirnt tragedy woulil bv no means permit tho omisBion of the ftmenl ' 
lamentations, and that in' the cruelty of the Spaitan Menelaiu tbcTe miut 
have been soiuetbing vary Dcceptahle to Athenian ears, 

" Literally, ■' trouble brings trouble to Iroublo." 

' The feminine adjective ia used vvilh flfiit hero by a ainiilar form to 
'EX?.ii( uF^p, and others of the same sort, oi which see PorHon on Greet. 
2G1, Phceniss. 103B, and Lobeck on Ai. 323.— Hemi.— Tr. We must 
observe that Hpic has been cast out by Erfurdt, Dlndorf, and Wunder, ai 
that the Oreades and Dryades of Mount Olympus are mBanl. — fi. 
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course of my lengthened toils ; naj, nor discover where an en- 
feebled^ man like him is. 

Tec. Alas ! ah me ! 

Ch. Whose cry issued from the neighboring grove ? 

Tec. Alas, unhappy me ! 

Cn. I see the hapless captive bride Tecmessa overwhelmed 
amid this grief. 

Tec. I am lost, undone ; I am utterly ruined, my friends. 

Cn. AMiat is it ? 

Tec. Here is our Ajax lying just now newly slain, folded 
over his hidden^ sword. 

Cii. Alas, and woe is me ! for my return ! Ah me ! prince, 
thou hast killed thy fellow-seaman here. Unhappy me ! O 
lixdy. sad at heart ! 

Tec. 'Tis time to say, Ai ! Ai ! since such is his fate, 

Cii. By whose hand then could he, ill-fated, have ever ef- 
fected this? 

Tec. Himself, by his OA\'n hand ; 'tis plain, for this his 
sword stuck in the ground, whereon he fell, convicts him. 

Cii. All me ! for this my misery ! 'twas then alone, by 
friends unfenced, thou didst shed thy blood ; while I, the all- 
senseless, the all-ignorant, neglected thee. Where, where lies 
the intractable Ajax^ of ill-ouicned name ? 

Tec. JVIark me, he is not to be gazed on. No, I will shroud 
him entirely in this enfolding robe, since none that was his 
friend could bear to look on him exhaling upward at the 
nostrils, * and out of the red gash, the gore now blackened from 

^ So Hermann, observing " tanto magis indignari Chorum, quod Aja^ 
com vix morbo liberatum ipse valens asscqui non potuerit." — B. 

^ For Kpvi^altf) Musgravc proposes here to read KaOaifKf), and adds, " de- 
sideratur certc epithetum, quod prajsentem ensis conditionem declaret." 
— Tk. But see Wundcr on v. 809. Ajax had buried his sword deep in 
tlio ground, lest the weight of his body, when falling, might turn the 
bhidc aside. — B. 

^ Tliese alhisions would be better conveyed by using '* Aias" through- 
out the play, as Mr. Burges has done. " Where, where lies Aias the 
stubbonj and lucklessly named]" — B. 

* Wakefield (Sylv. Crit. p. 104) proposes to read rrpor fitvog, and quotes 
Statins . 

Corruit, extrcmisque anima} singultibus errans 
Alterutris, nunc ore venit, nunc vulnerc sanguis. 

Theb. III. 90. 
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his self-inflicted death-wound. Ah me, what shall I do! 
What friend will bear thee off? Where is Teucer? I trust 
that lie may come, if come he should, in time to help lay out 
for burial this his fallen brother ! Ah luckless Ajax ! what 
thou wcrt 1 what thou art I deserving to meet with mourning, 
ay, even from thy foes.^ 

Ch. Wretched man ! thou wert then obstinately bent, at 
some time, to accomplish thine evil lot of endless woes : such 
words wouldst thou sigh out all night and day. stem heart, of 
evil sound to the Atridie, with deadly passion. Surely that 
time was a chief source of troubles,''^ when the contest of supe- 
rior valor was proposed about Achilles' arms. 

Tkc. Ah me, me I 

Ch. The pang of genuine griyf pierces to thine heart, I 

Tec. Ahme.mc! 

Ch. I douht not thou sighest thus doubly, lady, but now de- 
spoiled of sucli a friend as this. 

Tec. 'Tis tliino to fancy all this, but mine too truly to fed. 

Cu. I confeas it. 

Tec. Ah me, my child, to what a yoke of alavery pass we! 
what taskmasters are over us! 

Cii. Alas I ill this thy sorrow thou bast made mention of 
the unutterable'' deed of the two unfeeling Atridie : but may 
heaven avert it. 

Tec. Nay, all this had never stood as it does, but with I 
heaven's will, ^ 

Cii, But far too heavy b this burden they have brought J 
upon us. 

Tec. And yet such affliction as this does the dread goddcsB 1 
Pallas, child of Jove, gender, to gratify Ulysses. 

Cii, Ay, veriiy, the chief of many toils in his darkling soul \ 
mocks us with scorn, and laughs with abundant laughter at the i 

' And if iboa lell'st the heavy sloty righl, 

Upon my aoul. the hcarera will shEil tears ; 
i«a. e'en mj foog will shed fiisl- falling teats. 
And say, Alaa ! it was a piteoua deed. 

ad Part of Hen. VI. Act I. 
' " lUe dies primus leli, primuBque malorum 

Cauaa fuit." — ^n. II— B. 
' Muaerave propoBes dvaidui', rejecting the interprelstion of ovai'^ 
bj infandum. 
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madman^s sorrows, alas I alas ! and with him Atreus' two royal 
sons hearing them. 

Tec. Then let them laugh and joy over the woes of Ajax. 
Perhaps, mark me ! though when alive they desired him not, 
they will mourn him dead, in the needful time of battle ;^ for 
the weak-minded, while they hold in their hands aught good, 
knew it not, ere some one have cast it from him. More bitter 
has his death been to me than sweet to them,^ but delightful to 
himself; for all that he longed to possess he gained for himself, 
the very death he wished. How then could they laugh out 
against him ? By the gods he died, not by them^ — ^no. Then 
let Ulysses be vainly insolent : for they have Ajax no longer ; 
no, but having bequeathed to me sorrows and lamentations, he 
is departed. 

Teucer. Ah me ! me ! 

Ch. Be silent, for methinks I hear the voice of Teucer, cry- 
ing out in a tone that intently dwells on this calamity. 

Teu. O dearest Ajax ! O person of my brother ! hast thou 
then dealt with thyself even as report prevails 1 

Ch. Teucer, the man is no more ! of this be assured. 

Teu. Then woe is me, for my heavy affliction I 
- Ch. Since it is so— 

Teu. Unhappy me ! unhappy ! 

Ch. 'Tis time to groan. 

Teu. O too dire calamity! 

* See Brunck's note. 

For it so falls out, 

That what we have we prize not to the worth, 
"Whiles we enjoy it ; but being lacked and lost, 
Why then we rack the value, then we find 
The virtue that possession would not show us 
Whiles it was ours. 

Much Ado about Nothing, Act 4, sc. 1. 

' MdAXov is understood. Thus Homer : 

BovXofi' iyd Xabv aSov ifi/ievcuy if dno^eadcu. 

B. I. V. 117. 
' To fall by the hands of an enemy worthy of them, was often a con- 
solation to the dying heroes of antiquity, and is so used by Philoctetea 
to Neoptolemus, on his hearing of Achilles' death. Thus Tumus in 
Virgil ; 

Non me tua fervida terrent 

Dicta, feroz : Di me terrent, et Jupiter hostis. 

^n. Xn. 894. 
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Cii. Too much so, Teucer. 

Tec. All, hapless! Butwhat of lua child t Where in thii 
Trojan land is he ? 

Cii. Alone at the tents. 

Teu. Wilt not thou with all speed bring bim hither, lest 
tuij of his foes lay hold of him, as the whelp of a widowed li- 
ooessf Go, bestir thyself, bear ^d. All, mark me I are wont 
to deride the fallen dead.' 

Ch. Nay, moreover, while yet alive, O Teucer, the hero 
left a chai^ that tliou ahouldst care for Eurysacos, even as 
now thou art caring, 

Teu. Oh thou, of all spectacles to me the moat painful that 
I have ever with mine eyes lielield ; thou too, a journey that 
of all Journeys has suruly moat anguished my licart, even that 
which I have now come, O dearest Ajax, wlien 1 heard thy 
fate, following up and tracing it Bt4!p by step ; for the report 
concerning thee, swift as if of some god, pervaded all the 
Greek host, ho<v thiit thou wert dead and gone. Which I 
miserable hearing, while I was absent from it, was inwardly 
groaning, but now that I see it, am utterly undone. Ah me I 
Come, uncover, that I may see the whole evil. sight dread- 
ful to look on, and of bitter daring, of how many pangs having^ 
deeply sown the seeds for me, dost thou wither 1 For whith- 
er can I betake myii«lf, to what manner of people, I that no- 
where aided thee in thy troublea'1 Doubtless will Telamoa, 
thy father as he is mine, receive me with kind aspect,- and, 
haply, with mild air, returning without thee. For how should 
he not, whose wont it is not, even when fortunate, to wear & 
smileof more than common pleasurcl What will he suppress? 
What reproach will lie not utter t That I, the spuriouB off- 
spring of his captive in war i^ that I have by cowardice and 
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= Ironically, 

' Teucer, as he hiniaelf aftemard states, was the bod of Tclamon bj 
Hesione, daughter of Laomedan. who had boeD selected by Hercules as a 
reward lo the Kinj; of Salamii for bia sHryiceB in that hero's eipadition io 
Troy. Tho event justiGed these apprehensiona of Teucer ; and to avoid 
his father's indignation, be Bed to Cyprus, where he founded Salanus.— - 
Ta. 66pv noXc/uoii signiScs a captive t^en ui War, aa Tecmetsa in ~ 
SSI ja styled ^exot dofndXiiTtm. — B. 
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unmanlincss betrayed thee, dearest Ajax, or in treason, that I 
might possess thy 80\ereignty and patrimony when dead. 
Such words will lie, a ouin of passionate temper, morose with 
iigc, who is angered to strife by a mere nothing,^ utter. And 
ill the end shsdl I, repulsed, be cast out from my country, by 
his words declared a slave, and no freeman. Thus much at 
home ; but here, at IVoy, many are my foes, and little is there 
to profit me. And all this have I incurred by thy death. Ah 
me ! what shall I do t how shall I tear thee off from this bit- 
ter shining'-^ sword, the destroyer whereby thou didst expire? 
Kncwest thou how in time Hector, even though dead, was 
doomed to be thy destruction? Observe ye, by the gods I 
ask, the fate of these two men. Hector, having been fast 
bound with the very girdle wherewith he was presented frt>m 
Ajax,'* by the steed-drawn car was ever racked and mangled 
until he breathed out his life ; while Ajax, possessing this, the 
gift of Hector, perished by its means through a fatal fall. 
And was it not a Fuiy that forged this cimeter, and Hades 
the other, that fierce artificer? I then would say, that the 
gods devised l)oth this and every thing else forever to mankind. 
But to whomsoever in opinion this is not pleasing, let him 
fondly cling to other, and me to this. 

Cii. Extend no length of speech, but bethink thee how 
thou wilt commit to the tomb thy brother, and what thou 
j)n'8ently wilt parley. For I descry a foeman, and haply he 
limy, as would a villain, come forth to laugh at our misfor- 
tunes. 

Tku. lUit what man of the army is it that thou seest? 

Cii. Menelaus, for whom, in fact, we undertook this voyage. 

1'ku. I see him, for, near as he is* he is not hard to recog- 
nize.^ 

' The translators failed to perceive that the words irpbc oiSkv elg iptv 

Ihfiovfievoq rcft'r to the general character of Telamon, and not to the pres- 

i (Mit inHtaiicc ; for surely anger for the death of Ajax would not be Trpdf 

imM-v ! Drunck rightly rendered it '^ levissimanx quam^ue ob causam ad 

jurgia irritabilis." — B. • 

^ alo'kog probably refers to the flashing streaks of 'ijrhi and shade seen 
on a well- polished blade. See Wunder on v. 147.— B^ 

^ This is not found in Homer's account. 

* Probably by his haughty air and step. 

'Tis he, I ken the manner ol his gaiti 
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Mbnelaus. Ho thou ! to thee I sp«ak. See thou aid not 
in burying with thine hands this corpse, but leave it as it is. 

T£U. For what purpose. hast thou spent thus much ia 
words 1 

Men. As my pleasure, and his who sways the host. 

Teu. Wilt thou not then say what cause alleging 1 

Men. Because that,' having hoped we should bring him 
from home both friejid and ally to Greets, we have, on inquiry, 
found him out to he more hostile than the Phrygians; who, 
having plotted desirui-tion to the whole army at once, went 
forth armed by night against it lo subdue it with his spear. 
And had not some god Iwiffled this iiis attempt, we had lain^ 
victims to the very fate liinisclf hath obtained, murdered by a 
death most ignominious, while he would have lived. But god 
now hath wrought the change, that his violence should fall on 
the sheep and flocks. Wherefore there lives not the man of 
so much power as to entomb his body in the gravs ; but cast 
out on the pale sand, he shall become food for the birds that 
coast along the brine. And therefore assume thou no fierce 
indignation ; for although we could not master him alive, at 
all events we will rule lum dead, although thou be unwilling, 
perforce chastening liim with our hands. For there is no I 
instance in which, while he lived, he was ever willing lo attend I 
to my words ; and yet it ia the proof of a bad man, that he, a. J 
private citizen, should in nothing deign to listen to those who T 
are set over him. For never, '^ neither in a stal« could lawB*^ 
be rightly carried on, where fear has not been established, noi 
surely could an army endure a commander with submiasioii 

He risoB on the toe ; that spirit of his 
In aspiration liAa him from the earth. 

Troilua and Cressida, Act 4, ac. B. 
* Thi; is in accordance viUh Aristotle's rule, who. in his enumeration i| 
of thoac tonard whoiQ angei is felt, mcntiona friends befoTe enemisa, m 
the injury, being unexpected, ia the greater — Rhet. fi, IL c. ii 

' In Troilua and Creesida the speech of UlysBesin councii enlarges thip J 
Rentiment beautifully ; the whole U too long for insertion, but parts of It '1 
eeeoi ahnost paraphrased : • 

Take but degree away, untune that string, 
And, hart, what discord follows ! * • 

Force should bo right, or, rather, right and wrong 
(Between whose endless jar justice resides) 
Should loac their nnuieB. and bo should justice loo. 
M 2 
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any longer, having no barrier of respect and shame. But an 
individual, though he be large of person, it behooves to think 
that he may hereafter fall, though by a puny ill.^ For to 
whom both fear and the sense of honor attach, that man, be 
sure, carries with him his safety ; but where it is allowed liim 
to be insolent and do whatever he pleases, think that at some 
future time this state, though it sped before a favoring gale, 
will sink to the bottom. But let me ever be fixed in a whole- 
some awe,2 and let me not think that after doing what I please, • 
I shall not pay back in turn what pains me. Alternately this 
comes upon us. Before now, this man was a fiery insolent ; 
now I in turn am high-minded, and command thee not to 
bury him, lest that by burying him thyself sink into the 
tomb. 

Ch. Menelaus, do not, having set forth wise sentiments, be- 
come in consequence thyself an insulter of the dead. 

Teu. Never again, my friends, could I wonder at a man, 
who, being nothing by birth, consequently errs, when they 
who fancy they are born of a noble family, err in their speech 
with words such as these. Come, tell me again from the 
beginning, canst thou say thou didst take and bring this man 
hither as an ally to the Greeks ? Did not he himself sail out 
as his own master ? Wherein art thou his commander 1 and 
wherein is it allowed thee to sway the people that he led forth 
from home. Thou earnest as prince of Sparta, and not as 
commanding us ; nor is there where the law of rule was laid 
down for thee to order him, any more than he thee. Thou 
camest hither under the command of others, not general 
of the whole army, that thou shouldst ever lord it over Ajax. 
No, rule those whom thou dost rule, and in haughty terms 
chastise them ; but my brother here, whether thou forbid, or 

^ " Nihil est tarn firmum, cui non periculum sit etiam ab inyalido." 
This is somewhat proverbial, Theocritus, iv. 65, daaixov hari rb TVfifLa 
Kol aXiKOV dvdpd, Sa/JuaSei. — B. 

^ " This is said by Menelaus in perfect conformity with the Spartan in- 
stitutions ; which nation built a small tftmplc to Fear close by the throne 
of the Ephori " — Lobeck. Yet Pericles, in his funeral oration, has 
claimed it pre-eminently for his countrymen. V. Thuc. II. 37. — Tr. 
Compare Lucan's character of Cassar, Phars. III. 80. " Non ilium Istis 
videntem csetibus urbes, Sed tacitae videre metu, non constitit usquam 
Obvia turba duci : gaudet tamen esse timori Tarn magno populis, et se 
non mallet amari." — B. 
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the other chieflaio, will I duly commit to the tomb, fearless of 
tliy mouthing. Sioce in no wise for thy wife's sake did he 
campaign, like adventurers ever busy, but for hia oath's,' where- 
by he was bound, and not for thee, since he valued not the 
worthless, Wlierefore come and bring with thee hither more 
heralds, and the general : but for thy rant I would not turn 
me, so long as thou shalt be such as ^ou art. 

Cii, Nay, on the other band, I like not such speeches in mis- 
fortune ; for harsh rei)roois;, mark me, though llicy be but too 
just, are biting. 

Me34. Methinks our archer thinks not httle of himanlf . ^ 

Teu, !No, for 'twMS no sordid art I acquired. 

Men. Thou wouldst be likely to boast somewhat lai^Iy 
couldst thou bear a shield, 

Teu. Even unarmed I were a match for thee at any rate, 
though mailed,^ 

Men, How bold a spirit this that thy tongue nurtures 1 

Tec. Yes, in a just cause it is allowable to be high-spir- 
ited. 

Men, What, is it just that he should prosper, having slain, 
me? * 

Teu. Having slaiu thee I Thou bast spoken a wonder in- 
deed, if thou though dead livesL 

' The story is that Tyndania, father of Helen, boond aU her Buitora by 
strict oaths to iD^iitain the cause of idm whom she should chooBO as her 
huBband, and resist or revenge any attempt to cany her off. Thucydi- 
Aet, however, givds a differrnt opinion in his first book, and considers 
Agamemnon to have eierciaed a feudal authority ovnr the other chiefs 
that composed the (jrednn force — Tr. The Schol, inlerprala of v. tt. 
irAt^, ol ^iX.iKivdvvoi, oi n^ijpfif Ttif KOi^vuv ?Lejei St ToOf /uaBaijio- 
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tr's shield for protection nfier the discharge of hia a 
imple of the contempt in i^hich bowmen were held, Musgrave refeis to a 
lispute of Lycus in Eunpidra, Here. Fur. 158. The Lysislrata and 
\.chamianB of AiiBtnphanea hkewisH show their law eetinialian of arch- 
ers and archery at Athens. • 
' Thrico is be uta'S that hath hia quarrel just ; . 

And be but nikcfl, though Inck'd up ;n flteel, 
Whose conscience with injustice i» rorrupted. 

Second Pan of Henry VI. Ao 3, ao- 8. 
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Mt«">". I <!t\ ti'r heavon resout?# me, but as far as he is con- 
••♦•••Mol I luii no mon.'. 

L'h'i'. H;ivuj:j: bv the .:oiL& b^en :?aveti« do not now dishonor 

ti't.» ;^i.hLs 

Mkn. What, shoulii I impugn the divine laws! 

Tvi. \\<s« it' thou art hen* to forbid the burial of the 
■i»."i«L 

Mb'.N. Mine own ciieuiiet^ at U.*u;5t tor mvself I do ; for it is 
HOC tittiu^. 

l'v.L". What, iiit.1 Ajax ever confront thee as a foe? 

Mi!:N. I hated him who hated mc; thou knewest this thy- 
^elt'. 

IVi . Av, tor th«;!.i w-osit found of him a fraudulent voter. 

Mkn. "l"!;as sip wlls iiiaA.le bv the judges, not nie, 

ri!:i . Many a eriiiio luightest thou wickedly and fraadfuUy 
cv»mmit in :feerv.*t. 

Mb-N. These wonU are corning on to annoyance for some 
one. 

IV r. No mop; >*.^ mc chinks than we :>hall annoy. 

Mkn. I Vie thing I will tell the*.*. This fellow must not be 
entoiulvd. 

Tfi*. And do thou in return hear ;^ this man shall present^' 
Iv buri*.\l. 

Mkn. Onvv ere now <;iw 1 a num daring in tongue, urging 
on his crew to siiil in stormy weather, in whom thou mightest 
nv^t have found the [vwor ofsj»eei'h when by the peril of the 
-itoiin lie was eiuxMnjuisseil : no, hidden under his cloak he gave 
himself up tor any one of the seamen that would to trample 
on. And so als<.i tl;ee :uid thy unbridleil tongue a mighty 
<torm. burstizig fortli from a little cloud, might haply put down 
in thv tcilious clamor. 

m 

'Vy.i\ And I too have beheld a mim tilled with folly, who 
w:ui insultin<; the c;d:miities of his neit;hbors. And then one 
like to me in ]x^rson, and in temper similar,* ha\'ing looked 
iilH>n him, spike words such as these : ^* Man, treat not the 

' Hon' Brunck dofends the future middle as used in an active sense; 
but lA)lHTk has produced instances from Sophocles himself (CEd. Tyr. 
r>tn. and other approved Attic writers (Xen. Anab. II. 5). which seems 
to t\\oT the substitution of crO uiTaKOViTov ev roty. — Tr. The future per- 
fvvt is oHcn used to imply great determination or earnestness on the part 
of the speaker. — B. 



dead with ii^uiy, for if thou wilt do so, know thou shalt be 
punished." Thu», being t^, did he adniooish that luckless 
wiglit. But mark, I sec him ; and tie can be, to my thinking, 
none else than thou. Have I spoken riddles ? 

Men. I will be gone. For base were it, if any one were 
to bear such a thing, for one who can use force to punish by 
words. 

Teu. Crawl hence now, for in me too is it most base to 
listen to a vein fellow prating paltry words. 

Ch. The conflict ol' a mighty quarrel will ensue. But 
speeding, Teucer, as beat thou cansi, be quick tc look out a 
hoUow grave for Ajax,' where he shall possesa his mouldering 
sepulchre by luorttils ne'er forgotten. 

Tec, And in truth, at the very nick of time, here at hsud 
come the wife and child of this my brother, to deck out the 
tomb of the unfortunate dead. Come hither, my hoy, and 
standing near, as a suppliant, touch thy father that begot 
thee. And sit thou his petitioner, holding in thy hands my 
hair,^ and hei-s here, and thine o^vn the third, a Bupplittnt'B 
store. But if any one from the army would pluck thee forci- 
bly from this corpse, be the villain, as a villain should, e 
buried outcast from hia country, mowed down root and branch 
with all his riice, even thus as I cut this lock of hair. Take 
it, my cliild, and keep it, and see that none move thee, but 
having fallen on the body, cling fast. And do not ye stand 
close by him as women instead of men, but protect him until 
I come, having provided for the burial of this man thougb 
none permit, 

Ch. What number of much-wandering years heing the last 
will ever cease, [a numher] ever bringing upon me a ceaseleaft 
distress of spear-ravening toils through wide^ Troyi Ihe dire i 

' Sophocles has B^d nothing of the body of Aiax being burned, that. 
being a, privilege donird lo him on Iba nulhonly of Catchas, whu dccloTBd 
the holy element of fire to be polluteii by conBumina tlierein the remaina' i 
ofsuicidca. Philoslratusin Hcroicis. ' 

^ The custom of consecrating their hair was very common ami 
ancienta ; and in Euripides, wo find Electis condemning Helen ft 
ing her locks. OreBles, I. 128. So alao Achillea, at the funeral of'Pa- ' 
troclus, cuts olTchc Iihit he had vowed to his native river Spercheius ; and i 
his eiaiuple was followed, out of rcapcct to the dead, liy the ottier C '~~ 
II. XXiri- 135. 

' There is some doubt about ev/iuiiir Some take it an equivalent tl 
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reproach of Greeks ? Would that that man had first entered 
tlic boundless sether, or Hades, the dwelling of all, who show- 
ed the Greeks the common use in war of hateful arms. Ali^ 
toils, of toils the parent ! For he was man's ruin.^ He hath 
appointed to company with me neither the joy of chaplets, 
nor of deep goblets, nor the dulcet harmony of flutes, the 
wretch, nor to linger o'er nightly delights ; no, from love, from 
love, alas ! he has debarred me. And thus uncared-for I am 
lying, my hair continually drenched with fast-falling dews,* 
memorials of doleful Troy. And truly up to this time the 
valiant Ajax was my bulwark from nightly terror, and from 
the arrow ; but now he is undone by a hateful doom ; what 
delight, then, what pleasure will ever again attend met O 
could I be where the woody foreland, washed by the wave, 
beetles o'er the main, 'neath Sunium's lofty plain, that I mi^t 
accost the sacred Athens.^ 

Teu. Truly I hurried back, having seen the commander 
Agamemnon hastening hither to us ; and he evidently is about 
to let loose his evil tongue on me. 

Agamemnon. They tell me thou darest vaunt against us 
thy fierce invectives thus with impunity ; thee, to thee, son of 
the captured slave, I speak. Truly hadst thou been bom of 
a noble mother, thou wouldst have boasted loftily, and walked 
on tiptoe, when, thyself a nothing,* for one that is nothing 
thou hast stood up against us. On oath too hast thou affirmed 

€vpi:>eLc, "dank" (cf. Horn. Od. X., 512 ; Hesiod. Theog. 731), but oth- 
crH like evfwg^ as Homer's Tpotijv evpelav or evpvu-yviav. As I can not 
8(>c how the former sense could well be applied to Troy, I have adopted 
the other. — B. 

^ Still fmcr are the reflections of Henry the Sixth upon the evils of 
war, as tlie causes which produce them are more dreadful, and truly wai^ 
rant Iiis cxcliiiming, "Woe upon woe, grief more than common grief!" 

^ Similar to this is the complaint of the herald in the Agamemno]> of 
JEschyluB. 

^ It was probably from these lines that Lord Byron took the hint for 
the last stanza of his ode to the Greek isles : 

Place me on Sunium's marbled steep. 
Where nothing, save the waves and I, 

May hear our mutual murmurs weep-^ 
There, swan-like, let me sing and die. 

* Sham est thou not, knowing whence thou art extraaght, 
To let thy tongue detect thy base-bom heart 1 

Third Part of Henry VI. Act 2, sc. 8. 
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that we have come neither generals nor admirals of the Greeks 
or of thee ; no, as thou sayest, Ajax sailed bis own com' 
niander. Are not these great insults to hear from slaveal 
In behalf of what manner of man hast thou clamored thus 
haughtily! whither having marched, where made his etand, 
where I did not I Have then the Greeks no men save him I 
Of bitter consequence mctliinks was the contest we proclmmed 
of late to the Greeks for Acliitles' arms, if every where we are 
to be declared Tillains by Teucer ; and if it will never content 
you, not even when worsted, to acquiesce in what seemed fit 
to the majority of your judges, but ye will constantly either 
assail us somehow ivith reproaches, or harass us with covert 
treason, you the vanquished party. Yet out of ways like 
these there never could arise the establishment of any law, if 
we are to thrust out those who prevail justly, and bring the 
hindmost to the foremost rank ; no, all this must we check. 
For 'tis not the stout, nor the broad-backed men tliat are 
most safe ;' no, the men of good counsel evciy where prevail. 
And the lai^-sided ox goes straight along the road guided by 
a whip, though small. And on thee I behold this medicine 
quickly stealing, uidesa thou get theo some nnderatanding, 
tiiou who for fl. [iiiin no^v no more, but already a shadow, art 
confident in insok'nco and in tongue unbridled. Wilt thou 
never be humble'^ wilt thou not, having learned wliat by birth 
thou art,^ bring hither some one else of gentie blood, who in 
thy stead shall speak to us thy words f for I can no longer un- 
derstand while thou speakcst, since I am not acquainted with. 
the barbarians' tongue,^ 

' Ulyeaes, in Shakespeare, thue remsrki> on the false pride of Ajoi and 
Achillea : 

So that tbe ram, that liattera dawn the wall, 
For the great swltig and ludetieas of hiK poise, 
The; place befure the hand that made the engine. 
Or those that wjtli the fineness of theb Boula, 
By reason guide bis execution. 

Troilue and Creaeida, Act i, eg. 3. 
* Satis contumeliose hffic ab AganiEninonH profeiuntui. Servi enim, 
qualem Teucrum traduett, iion poterant Atbems in conciono causam di- 
cere. Conf. Ter. Phorm. 2, I, 62.— WesBeiiug. 

' Agamemnon sneera at Teucer for hia descent from E foreign mother ; 
•Therein Sophoctea appea.ra rather to have consulted the manners and prej- 
udices of his own age than that which he is describing. Nnt unlike this 
lount ia Hotspur'u observation (o Glondowerr 
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Cii. Oh that ye had both of you the sense to be temperate, 
for than this I liave nothing better to advise you. 

Teu. Alas ! how speedily does all grateful memory of the 
dead fade away among mankind, and is found to have de- 
serted him ; if at least this man no longer, not even in tri- 
fling matters, Ajax, remembers thee, for whom thou many a 
time didst toil with the spear, exposing thy life ! But all this 
is now past and gone, thrown by in scorn. O thou that hast 
just uttered words many and profitless, rememberest thou no 
longer aught, when Ajax here once came and alone delivered 
you, pent up within your barriers,^ ali*eady as nothing in the 
rout of battle ; when fire was blazing around the ships, even 
then on the topmost benches of the seamen ; and Hector, past 
the trenches, was leaping high upon the naval hulks! Who 
repelled all this? Was it not he that did it? he who, thou 
sayest, nowhere even set foot to foot ? What ! were not these 
justly his deeds in your behalf? And when again he singly, 
against Hector single-handed, by lot and not by command 
selected, went forth to cope with him ; having deposited in 
the midst no clod of clammy earth,^ his skulking lot, but one 
that was sure the first to bound with light spring from the 
crested helmet ! He it was performed these deeds ; and with 
him at his side, I, the slave, the offspring of a barbarous moth- 
er. Wretch ! whither looking, canst thou prate of this ? 
Knowest thou not that the father that begot thy father, Pelops 
of old, was a Phrygian barbarian ; and Atreus, who in turn 
begat thee, was the most impious of men, who set before his 
brother a repast of his own children ? And thou thyself wert 
born of a Cretan mother,^ with whom the father that begot 

Who shall say me nay ^ 
Glen. Why, that will I. 
Hot. Let me not understand you then : 

Speeik it in Welsh. 

First Part of Henry IV. Act 3, bc. 1. 

^ Sec Homer, II. 12, for the account of Ajax' repulse of Hector; and 
in the 14th book we find a disgraceful flight by night proposed by Aga- 
memnon, but objected to by Ulysses. 

' This is an anachronism, and alludes to the deceit practiced by Cres- 
phontes in furtherance of his gaining Messenia to his share in the divis- 
ion of Peloponnesus by the Heraclidse. Apollod. Q. 8, Pausan. IV. 3. 

^ The term *' Cretan," from the days of Plato (vid. Schol. ad Aristoph. 
Aw. Tov ^laivofievoVf rbv Kp^ra, rbv fioyig 'Attikov) to those of St 
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Ler having taken a strange seducer, cast lier away a prey to 
dumb fishes. And dost thou, being such, reproach with their 
family such as 1 am ? I that am by birth the sod of Telamon, 
who liaving gained the first prize of valor in the host, takes 
as the partner of his bed my mother, a princess by birth, 
child of Laomedon. Her, a selected present, the son of AIc- 
mena gave him. And can I, thus the nK«t excellent oiF- 
Bjiriag of two of the mof-t excelling, disgrace my kindred by 
blood, whom, prostrate in woes like these, thou spumest forth 
unburied, nor blushed for thy words 1 Be well assured then 
of thiB, that if ye shall cast forth any where this body, ye 
shall with it cast out ua three' lying at his side ; since it is ibr 
my honor, laboring in Ajax' behalf, to die gloriously, rather 
than for thy wife's sake, or, I tell thee, thy brother's. Then 
look not to my situation only, but to thine own ; since if thou 
shalt do me aught of harm, thou wilt one day wish thou hadst 
been a coward rather than bold against me. 

Cii. Prince Ulysses, know thou hast come in season, if 
thou art here not to embroil, hut to join in loosing^ [the quaI^- 
rel]. 

Ul, What is it, friends? for from afar I heard the clamor 
of the Atridac over this valiant corpse. 

Ag. Yes ; for are we not hearing the most opprobrious 
words, king TTlyssea, from this fellow here, even now I' 

Ul. Of what sort! for I can grant indulgence to the man 
who h^ars bad words, with ill words to match them, 

Ao. He hath heard his shame, for shamefuUy he treated mo. 

Ul. Why, what hath he done to thee that thou hast in- 
jury? 

Pnul, appears to have been a term ofniDre thin common reproach. Lj. 
cophron calls Mecelaua a half-Cretan, from hie mother Aerope, wham hot. 
Ciliier having detected in an Lalngue with a domestic, gave to Naupliaa, 1 
with injunctionB to throw her overboard out at aea ; hut be disobeyed lb»M 
maudalo, and twlrotheii her to Plislhenes, son of Atreua. For Agamamt 
Hon and Menelaus are eaid to have been the grandchildren of Atreua, ~ ' 
not, as common^ BUpposed. his sone, altliough considered and Cieatci 
Euch bj him. — Tr. On Ihis contempt ofthe Cielatis, eee the Conim. 
Calliraach, in Jov. 8.~B. 

' Himself, Tecmcsita, and FuryeacPS ; for what the Ecboliast esya oCm 
the worda beiDg a threat, and having reference to the Alridc, is iDi ' 
fetched ; nor were Iha latter fallen down by Ajajt' side, which he in 
Etructed EurysaceB h> do. 

' ^') belongs tu ^vatjiuv only. See Wander. — B. 
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\-, Vic rinnifs ihu: )ir wHl Ictre this dead body destitute 

;i. iia-!u. Uu\ wil. fiiKc- :; in j^io of me. 

1 .. '!> M LiitiT. jjj:-«i'(>^ j. fhcoid. hsTing spoken the truth, to 

Su li. t:^»" .1 < ^VPStfii UUil; "hfifcWY•^ 
A:. rM.t ;\i: . i\kM -M-i^r^i 1 Doi in mj right mind ; since I ao- 
:?.ii*:.'» uv.K 4jjj rr^u*iis: rSiffi^i i>f ibe Greeks. 

I .. l^tsj^'.:. Ti: « . 1^ \i}i iri>ifc I implore, have not the 
i}:\ij:\ \.:.^ .i.T^ii'ssii U' ck>i oui unburied this Ajax, and let 
j.'.u i^:i!i\:irz :-i j^vi Ti")njt:i> pTfx:aal on thee so far to hate him 
ii> .. ;rj^-;u;- .•».'. js;.:.^-. >\ir Jo mo also he once was of all 

m 

\.:j: jwtv. * :-V ':i,iur;s; :.v;. :ri\ni ihc time I became master of 
A: :.,.,;> Jir::^>. i.-?.^ >'i:. i>i*v.iirh >uoh he w-as to me, I would 
1^. 1 ?€.' 'at d.>:i,Y.^.%r r-.rr- ,'k> rjoi lo s.hv tliat he, and no other, 
w-.i.> ::..^ :\::i\i^ o:" a1. i:.< iiiwk< I have looked on, as many 
s.^;* .i> :t> ^'arui^ 3> l>s\v, c.\*.vpi Aohillos; and therefore he 
1U.IV 11, \:, iu jusii^v as io^i>:. Iv di:CTaoi\l by thee. For thou 
w.*,:ll>; iK^5 i:v\irt* H:u ax jill, bui iho hiws of the gods: nor is 
i: j-.i>: :v> wtvmij: iho l>r:i\o m:uu if ho Ik> dead, although thou 
ohaiivv iv* h^io him. 

Au, IXxit thou, l'lvsB*o:s ihu< in Ivhalf of this man contend 

m 

wiih me ? 

I'u I do. I hateil him, while to hate was honorable. 

Air. What, iuid oughtcs^t thou not also to insult him 
dead ? 

LFu Joy not, son of Atreus, over vantages not honor^ 
able. 

A(j. lxK)k thou, for a despot to bo religious is no easy mat- 
ter.- 

Ul. But it is to pay respect to friends, who advise welL 

A(j. '^rhe virtuous man should obey those in oflBce. 

Ul. Have done.^ Thou conquerest, believe me, in yielding 
to thy friends. 



»» 



* liitorally, " to pull together with thee. 

- '* The? poet seems to have inserted this sentiment with a view rather to 
tho ^r.'itiiicalion of his audience than to the consistency of the character.** 
• -lirrni.'inn, who takes ev(Tej3tlv apparently as transitive, against the opin- 
Idm of N'alckenaer and others. There seems no reason to suppose that 
Sophocli's aUuded to Cleon here. With better reason, apparently. Her- 
mann thinks that demagogue glanced at in lines 1338 and 1340. for his 
>'(>n(Iu(*t towanl the Lesbians, etc. 

^ The woni rravaai lien^ offends some of the commentators as indicative 



Au. Ijetnember to what kind of man thou grantest thii 

fiivor. 

Ul. This mail was mine enemj, yet sometime noble. 

Ag. What canst thou po^bly mean to dot Dost tiiou 
thus respect the corpse of a foe ? 

Ul. Yes ; for his valor fer transcends my hatred. 

Ag, Yet men hke these are in tlie world's eye dotards. 

Ul. Nay, surely there are many now friends, but afterward 
enemies, 

Ag, Dost thou tiion ftpprove of milking such as these thy 
friends ? 

Ul, I am not wont to approve of an olxlural* spirit, 

Ag. This day wilt thou demonstrate us to be cowards. 

Ul. Nay, rather to all the Greeks aa men of justice, 

Ag. Dost tliou then desire me to Bufier them bury ths 
corpse? 

Ul. I do ; for I myself abo shall come to this. 

Ag. How every man labors all things suitably to him>- 
Bcff!' 

Ul. Yes ; for whom is it more reasonable I should labor 
than for myself? 

Ag, Shall not Ihis then be called thy act, not mineT 

Ul, As thou shalt do it, shalt thou every where be esteem*< 
ed meritorious. 

Ag. Nay then, be well assured of this at least, that I would 
bestow on thee a grea,Ier boon than this ; but thnt man, wheth- 
er here or tliere^ will stiU be by me most hated ; but it is al- 
lowed thee to act as is requisite. 

Ch. Whoever, Ulysses, denies that thou art naturally wise 
of counsel, being t^udi us thou art, is a fool. 

Ul. However to Teucer I declare that trom this time forth. 

of too little respect on the part of UIjbbeb to his commandeT. Henc9 
Markland would leail JTiiTaic, Omiiibiii siiffragni. and Musgrave TlKevaa 
KpuTianv, optime numgaiiiK ; bul theeB emeiidationa aia hy no means req« 
uisite. V. (Ed. Tyr. 63U ; Eur. And. 693. This eeiitiineiit is eiplain. 
cd by Thucydides, L. 4. c. SO. "For to tlioee who aro easily iuducal i 
to make concessioDS. men arc nuturolly inclined to yield iii their lunl. 
and that with plea»iire." 

' Lobeck considers tbia as ironical in Agamemnon, who would iasinu- 
ate that the present magnanimity of UlysBes was incuuBialeiit with lu» 
character. 
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I am as much Lis friend as ere now I was his foe ;- and I wish 
to help bury this dead body here, to share the labor, and omit 
nothing of all that is man's duty to care for in honor of the 
noblest of mankind. 

Teu. Most excellent Ulysses! 'tis mine to give thee all 
manner of commendation in words, and thou hast much belied 
.my expectation; for being of Greeks the man most hostile to 
this my brother, thou alone hast stood by him with thy exer- 
tions, nor hast had the heart here alive greatly to insult him 
dead, as that our mad-stricken general, coming himself and 
his brother also, were desirous to have cast him out insulted 
without sepulture. Wherefore may the sire that rules this 
Olympus, and mindful Erinnys, and Justice accomplishing 
her end, bring the wretches to a wretched doom, even as they 
were desirous unworthily and in contemptuous sort to cast out 
Ajax. But, O seed of Laertes, thine aged sire, I dread to 
allow of thy having a hand in this funeral, lest this I do dis- 
pleasing to the dead,2 but in all else act with me ; and if thou 
wilt that any one of the army attend him forth, I shall not 
feel hurt at it. But for all the rest myself will take order ; 
and be thou assured that in my esteem thou art a worthy 
man. 

Ul. Nay, I could indeed have wished it ; but if it be not 
pleasing to thee that I should do this, I will be gone, acquies- 
cing in thy views. 

Teu. Enough; for already has much time elapsed; but 
do some of you speed with your hands the hollow grave, and 
others set on the fire the high-standing tripod, of use for the 
holy ablutions ; and let one troop of men bring forth from the 

' Thus Aufidius over the dead body of Coriolanus, whom he had slain : 

My rage is gone, 
And I am struck with sorrow. Take him up : 
Help, three o' the chiefest soldiers : I'll be one. 

Coriol. Act 5, sc. 5. 
• ^ The ancients were very scrupulous in their respect to the manes of 
the dead. Hence Philostratus, speaking of these very events, has the fol- 
lowing passage : " He (Ulysses) having brought the armor of Achilles to 
Ajax when laid out for interment, and having burst into tears, ' There, be 
thou buried,' said he, ' in the arms thou didst love so well ; and be thine 
the victory in them, nor let thy spirit feel aught of resentment.' Where- 
upon, the Greeks applauding Ulysses, Teucer joined in their praises of 
him, but declined the gift of the armor on the plea that what caused his 
death was unfit to grace his burial. Heroicc. C. II. 3. 
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tent his mailed garniture. But do thou, child, with aficction 
grasping thy father as well as thou hast strength to, ease this 
his side with me ; for yet do the warm gashes exhale a hiack 
gore. But come every one that says he is here a friend, let 
him hurry, let him go, toiling for this hero, in all things good, 
and for none among mankind more excellent than Ajax.' 

Ch. How many tilings is it man's by seeing to know! but 
ere he have seen, there is no prophet of iJie future as to what 
it will bring (o pass. 

' The wDida 'Aiai'Tof, 'Ir' if, tuts ■puvu, are thrown out by Dindorf 
and WundsT. — B, 



ri—u 



PHILOCTETES. 



The sufieiings of Philoctetes on the island of Lemnos, whither he had 
been brought by Ulysses, in obedience to the oracular advice of Hele- 
nus, and his beins led away from thence by Ulysses in company with 
Neoptolemus.^ — S. 



DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 



Ulysses. 

Neoptolemus. 

Chorus. 



Philoctetes. 

Spy as a Merchant. 

Hercules. 



Ulysses. This is the shore of the wave-encircled land of 
Lemnos, untrodden by man, and uninhabited, where, O thou 
reared from a sire the mightiest of Greeks, Neoptolemus, thou 
son of Achilles, I once set on shore, having been appointed 
to do this by the princes, the son of Poias the Melian,^ run- 
ning at the foot with a corroding disease, when it was not 
possible for us to set our hand either to libation^ or sacrifice 
unmolested, but continually did he fill the whole camp with 
wild and ill-omened cries, shrieking and groaning. Yet what 
need is there to 8peak of this*? For 'tis no season for length 
of words to us, lest he learn that I am come, and I wastcj 
our whole artifice, by which I expect I presently shall ensnare 

^ I must observe that this play, from the evidently disturbed arrange^ 
nicnt of the dialogue, and the many verbal corruptions with which it ir 
replete, is one of the most difficult to deal with. This will perhaps serve 
as an apology for the greater attention to critical details, than in the pr&> 
vious plays, — B. 

* Philoctetes is said by some to have accompanied the Argonautic ex- 
pedition, and was certainly the armor-bearer and particular friend of Her- 
cules ; which must either bring the dates of the Argonautic voyage and 
Trojan war nearer each other than they are generally placed, or present 
him a very aged candidate for the hand of Helen. 

^ Distinctly mentioned, because libations were made on all the petty 
jifTairs of life, at the reception of a stranger, or on going to bed ; sacri' 
fices, on account of their expense, only on great occasions. 
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liim. Itut now it is thy business t>, serve me in the rest, and 
to S|)y out where hereabouts is the cavern of double mouth, of 
such a nature as that there in cold weatlicr is at hand a double 
place to sit in the sun, and in the summer the breeze waf^ 
slumber through the vault hollowed throughout.' But a little 
way below, on the left, thou mightest haply see a pure fount- 
ain, if it yet be preserved. Wl]i<:h approaching silently, sig- 
nify to me whether yet he keeps to this very same spot, or 
whether he happens to be elsewhere, that thou mayest hear, 
and 1 instruct thee in, the rei^idue of my counsels, and the bu- 
siness in common may proceed by means of both. 

NEon^LKJUTs, O king Ulysses, thou apeakeat of no distant 
labor, since 1 fancy 1 perceive a cavern, such as thou hast 
mentioned. 

Uf_ Above or below? for I do not discern it. 

Ne. Here above us, and there is at least no noiae^ of a 
footstep. 

Ul. Sea whether he chanco to l>c Imd down to sleep. 

Ne. I see a dwelling-place empty and void of men. 

Ui- la there not some home-made^ sustenance within! 

Ne. At any rate there are trodden leaves, as if for some 
one who sleeps there, 

Ul. But is all else deserted, and nothing beneath the 
roof? 

Ne, There is a drinking-vcssel all of wood, the workman- 
ship of some sorry craftsman,' and ti^ther with it these ma- 
terials for lighting a iirc.^ 

' Thedifficultyhereliesin the laosenesBortheeipreBsion.wliich would 
more aunply have been, Iva dwritj nilpeaTiv Mam/ait, [EJf] /iiu f/XloB 
tv ijiix^t, [elf di ^] n-fo^ tte^ttci, it, t. A., i. e., " ubi duplex sil sesaia, una 
quidcm, hyemiH tempore, eolem verEua, ana vera, ubi satate aopoiBiu in- 
ducat aura ;" iiSov ia the genitive of place or reference. — B. 

' i, e., Neoptolemua heara no one atlrring within. — B. 

' OUoTniot must here bo taken poSBively, cibU3 domi paratiu, as ioX^ 
noiof diidfic^ in the TrachiniE, dolor fraadt comparalu). — Tk. Wunder 
lakes it passivelj, but prefers the conjecture of Welcker (and Burges), 
,„),j.-B, 

* U appears, (ben, that UljsEes had at least one point of superiority ovgi 
the unfortunate man over whom bo had ciBraiacd aucb rigor, that of be- 
ing a better carpenter. Sob Odj-ss. XXIIL 

' "The materiala in question were two flints (see "i. S96), and some 
tindor. made of burned ragH, as appears from tba worda foUdwing: xai 
TQiJrd j" (UAo — (Jtw^i." — Burgca. — 1]. 
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Ui^ This store that thou tellest me of is hig. 

Ne. Alas, alas ! Here are besides these rags drying, fbll of 
some offensive matter from a sore. 

IJu The man evidently is an inhabitant of these parts, and 
is somewhere not far off. For how should a lame man, dis- 
eased with a fatal malady, of old standing, go out to any dis- 
tance ? No, but either for food hath he gone forth on his 
way,^ or if he knows of some pain-assuaging plant any where. 
Send, therefore, the man who is here to spy out,^ that he may 
not light on me unobserved, since he had rather lay hands on 
me than all the other Greeks. 

Ne. Nay, he is both on his way thither, and the path shall 
be watched ; but do thou, if thou desirest aught, instruct me 
by thy next words. 

Ul. Son of Achilles, it becomes thee to act a brave part in 
tlie work for which thou hast come, not merely in thy person, 
but if thou shouldst hear aught new, whereof thou hast not 
heard before, to lend aid therein, since thou art here an as- 
sistant. 

Ne. What then dost thou bid me do 1 

Ul. It needs thou [consider] how speaking thou shalt by 
thy words cajole the mind of Philoctetes. When he asks thee 
who and whence thou art, say, " the son of Achilles" (this 
must not be concealed), "and that thou art sailing home- 
ward, having abandoned the naval armament of the Greeks, 
hating them with great hatred, for that having Avith suppli- 
cations fetched thee to come from thy home, possessing these 
only means of tjiking Troy, they thought thee not worthy of 
Achilles' arms, to give them thee when arrived and of right 
demanding them ; but on the contrary transferred them to 
Ulysses"^ — venting whatever abuse, the lowest of the low,* 

' Suidas, quoted by Wunder, voarog .... KaTaxpv<^TLKCig ^ u<}>L^ig 
(Itto tuttov dg totzov. See Hermann. — B. 

^ A mute i)ersonage, who had accompanied them — B. 

^ The contest concerning the arms of Achilles was solely between Ajax 
and Ulysses ; we have no account that Neoptolemus laid claim to them. 
As JMiiloctctes, however, had been absent during the whole affair, Ulysses 
was at liberty to substitute Neoptolemus in the room of Ajax, especially 
as liis being the son of Achilles naturally justified his pretensions to the 
arms of liis fatlicr. The fiction was therefore probable. — Franklin. 

^ (ilosier, in his instructions to Buckingham to pave the way for his 
assumption of the crown, goes even farther than this, and comminiions 
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thou wilt against me. For in nothing of all this wilt thou 
pain me ; but if thou wilt not do this, thou wilt strike sorrow 
into all the Greeks, For if the bow and arrows of Uiis mao 
he not procured, it is not for thee to sack the Dardan' plain. 
But that I have not, and thou hast sure and safe communion 
with this man, learn of me. Tliou hast sailed, bound by 
oath to none, nor on compulsion,^ nor on the first expedition ; . 
but none of these can be denied by me. So that if, while 
master of his weapons, lie shall discover me, I am undone, 
and shall involve Ihec ia my ruin by being with thee. But 
this very point must be cunningly devised, that ihou mayest 
be by stealth the possessor of the resistless arms. I am aware, 
O youth, that thou art not naturally inclined to utter such 
words, nor to contrive evil. But, for in sooth it is dehghtful 
to gain the poasesaion of victory, dare it,^ but afterward 
again will we show ouraelvcs upright. Kow, however, for the 
brief portion of a day resign thyself to me unto Bhamelessneas, 
and then for after time he called the most rehgious of all 

Ne. Son of Laertes, the words which I grieve to bear, 
them also I abhor to practice. For my nature is to do noth- 
ing with evil treachery, neither mine own, nor, as thi^ say, 
my father's that bpgot me. But I am ready to carry o£f the 
man by violence, and not by craft ; for he will not with hut 
one foot overpower no many as we are by force. Yet still, , 
having been sent as thy coadjutor, I dread being called thy he- '1 
trayer ; hut, O priute, I had rather fail acting nobly, than' 1 
basely prevail. 

Ui~ Son of a uoble lather, I too formerly in youth possessed ' 

him to charge his (Glofiter'a) own mother with adultery. — Rich. III. Act | 

' Danlanus was son to Jupitar by Electra, ooil the Ibmidei of tha Tm- , 
jan race. 

■ Such was EchepoloB. Horn, U. XXIII. 393 ; 
Then Menelaus his PodarguB brings. 
And the tntapil courser of the king of bingB, 
Whom rich Echopolus (more rich than biave), 
To 'scape the war, to Agamemnon gaic. — Pope. 
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a slow tongae and active band ;^ but now baying gone forth to 
the test, I see among mankind the tongue and not the deeds, 
bearing rule in every thing. 

Ne. What else then hast thou bid me but to utter false- 
hood! 

Ul. I bid thee seize Philoctetes by stratagem. 

Ne. But what needs there take him by stratagem rather 
than persuasion I 

.Ul. Think not he will be persuaded: but by force thou 
couldst not take him. 

Ne. Hath he then confidence in his strength so formida- 
ble? 

Ul. He hath unerring arrows that send death. 

Ne. What then, dare not one even approach him* 

Ui^ No, at least if he entrap him not by craft, as I advise. 

Ne. And dost thou not then hold it base to utter false* 
hood? 

Ul. No, at least if the lie brings safety. 

Ne. With what face then shall one dare to say all this? 

Ul. When thou doest aught for advantage, it suits not to 
recoil. 

Ne. But what advantage to me is his going to Troy ? 

Ul. These weapons alone wilJ take Troy. 

Ne. What, am not I then the destined destroyer, as ye de- 
clared? 

Uu Neither couldst thou be without them, nor they with- 
out thee. 

Ne. Then must they be our pri^e. if indeed it be so. 

Ul. Truly, if thou do this, thou wilt get thyself two re- 
wards. 

Ne. Of what sort ? for, having learned, I would not refuse 
the doing it. 

Ul. Thou wouldst be called at once wise and good. 

Ne. Be it so, I will do it, having laid aside all shame. 

Ul. Dost thou then remember all that I have advised thee ? 

* Such is Shakespeare's description of Troilus : 

The youngest son of Priam, a true knight, 
Not yet mature, yet matchless : firm of word : 
Speaking in deeds, but deedless in his tongue 

Troilus and Cressida, Ac* 4. «c- f> 
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Ne. Be assured I do, now that I have once consented.' 

Ul. Do thou then abiding here receive him; but I will be 
gone, lest being present I be discovered, and I will send the 
spy^ bitck again to the ship. And hither again, if ye seem to 
me to loiter at all in time, I will Ecnd out this same uian, hav- 
ing rigged him out in appearance after the manner of a ship's 
master, that he may not be recognized, from whom, my son, 
speaking cunningly,^ gather thou of liis words from time to 
time whate'er may profit us. But I will go to the vessel, com- 
mitting aU this to thee ; and may attendant Mercury, patron 
of deceit,^ be our guide, and Victory Minerva,^' patroness of 
cities, who ever protects me. 

Chorus. What, what, my prince, must I, in a. strange land 
a stranger, bids, or what say to the suspicious man f tell me. 
For contrivance surpasses other contrivance,'^ as does judgment, 
in him by whomsoever the divine sceptre of Jove is swayed. 
And to thee, my son, this full power from oldon time bath 
come : wherefore declare to mo' in what it is needful for me 
to do thee service, 

Ne. Now, for haply thou desircst to look on the spot in a 
region so remote, wherein ho lies, look boldly; but when the 
dread wayfarer shall come, emerging from these his haunts,^ 

' Hermann pmiaea here the ait of the poet in making Neoplolemua 
shrink in indignation with himself from again hearing adnce of the ba 
neaa af which he ie conacioua, 

' Not the person tneotianed v. 15, but a servant wham IJIvEaes had I 
wilhhim— Herni— Te Why not the same ? See Wundpr— B. ' 

' noin'iTiUi, varif, vcrsati. Thus Livy haa " variS agera ;" and ii 
lust the minil of Catiline ia called "variuB."— Cat. c. 5. 

* Mercury hati many appellntipna of this kind, which are humorously | 
mentioned tawarJ the clone of the FlutuB of Aiiataphanea. , 

' Minerva ia said to have been woiahiped in her temple on the AcRjp'. I 
olis under this name. Her second title waa derived from her being tha \ 
foundress of Athens, and appears therefore in the moulh of the speaker i 
somewhat misplaced. Her protection of Ulysses is well kuown^ v. Ainx, 
L. I. U. X. 279. ' 

' co^l^ &' uv ffoiplav 

irapa/ieljlieicv dnji^. — CEd. Tyr. v. 509. 

' T6 /lOL IwtJrt, pro diH toBto elliptioS. Vid. Hom. 0. III. v, 
Vl[. V, 239; XVII. V, 40*— Bsrhy. 

" To the translation as now given, Hermann cansidet-s it no objeclioe "1 
that the Chorus subaequently asks whether Philucteles be in or out > ' 
doors, inasmuch nn it was natural for Iheu, in lucli a pi.nic, to suspect hi 
of lurking Bomewhcru near. 
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do thou, ever at my beck,^ endeavor to bo of present serv- 
ice. 

Ch. Thou speakest, O prince, of a care by me long since- 
cared for, to watch thine eye especially for thy occasion. But 
now tell me in what kind of dwelling he is the settled inhab- 
itant, and what place he tenants ; for this it were not inoppor- 
tune for mc to learn, lest he having approached from any quar- 
ter escape my notice. What spot, or what abode is his? What 
path takes he? within his dwelling, or without ?2 

Ne. This habitation with double entrance of the rocky lair 
that thou seest, is his. 

Cn. And where is the wretched man himself away from it I 

Ne. It is clear to me at least that in want of food he is fur- 
rowing his tread^ hither, somewhere near ; for report says that 
he exercises tliis mode of sustenance, sad sadly* shooting beasts 
witli winged arrows, nor does he procure him any healer of 
his woes. 

Ch. I truly pity him, that, no mortal caring for him, nor 
having any companion eye, lie wretched, ever solitary, sickens 
with a fierce disease, and helplessly languishes'" in every want 
that arises to him. How, how docs the hapless man ever sup- 
port it? O toiling hands of mcrtaLs ! O luckless race of men, 
to whom destiny is untoward! He perchance being inferior 
to none, though of tlie noblest houses, destitute of all in life, 
lies alone apart from others, with the dappled or the sha^y 
beasts, pitiable both in pain and hunger, possessed of an incur- 
able toil : while Echo with her babbling tongue heard afar is 
borne along by his bitter shrieks.^ 

*■ Hermann tliinks rrpof x^h'*^ ^'^ ^^ ^-hc same with the Latin phrase ad 
manumy i. e., ut statim uti ic possim; and renders ipaLdpuirhv ttotI ;^eZpa" 
from the Agamemnon, qui prasto est hilari vultu ad omnia officia,, a ver- 
sion few admirers of ^^schylus will be inclined to adopt. 

' These reiterated questions well denote the dread of the Chorus, after 
they have been already informed by their lord himself (v. 21) that Philoc* 
teles is not within. 

' oyfiecELv arif3ov est viam deinceps prosequi, similitudinc a metenti- 
bus repetita. — Herm. — Tr. Cf. Xenoph. Cyr. II 4, 40. — B. 

♦ GTvyef^bv aTvyepcJc- — Herm. — Tr. Wunder adopts Brunck's c/Ltvye- 
(jov cTLLvyepug, a word nowhere used in Tragedy. — B. 

* 'A/vei, dSTj/xovel, Schol., which latter word is used in the New Testa- 
ment to express the vehemence of our Savior's agony. 

• The mockery of Echo is finely imagined here, and may almost bear a 
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Ne. None of these things is to me eurprising, for they are 
heaven-sent, if at least I liave aught of judgment. And those 
sufferings have descended on him from cruel-minded Chryse ;' 
and all that he now labors under deprived of tending friends 
can not hut be by the province of the gods, that he should not 
aim the deities' invincible weapons^ against Troy ere the time 
should elapsfc at which 'lis said by tliese she must be over- 
come, 

Ch, Be silyiit, my son. 

Ne. What's this? 

Cii. A noise arose natural to man, as of some one in pain, 
somewhere hereahouta, or there. The voice strikes, aye, strikes 
upon me distinctly, of aome one crawling on his path vrith 
much ado, nor does the deep ntteranee of a wom-flut spirit 
from a&r escape me, for over-loudly it resounds. 

Ch. Take, my son — 

Ne. TeU me what. 

Ch. — thought anew. The man is not out of his abode, I 
but in the place, not troHing the music of the reed-pipe, i 
rural shepherd, but either somewhere stumbling, for violent I 
pain^ he shrieks hia far-echoing cry, or destroying our veSBeTs I 
inhospitable station ; for dreadful b his outcry. 

comparison with Ihe sublimo p^ieeagc Irain an EaEtorn tale which Lon) I 
Byron has quolpd in hie notes to the Briclo of AbjdoB, n. 43. The oldajp J 
of the words according to Honnann, is, i ^ uftupoaro/ior axil i"ri iriKf ~ 
ol/iuyaC i^tirai rr/>.c^aviji, i. e., rxAoae, iKtl ^aieopivii. — Tr. I hme l_, 
lowed Dindorf, who chnnges E.^ui' jSapel — aff d 8. to fj;tjw ^upj. liff i$,m 
and iiroKciTai to in-' i;[e;rai, Wunder 19 uncertain.— B. 1 

' There are two acoounla of the manner in which Philttctetps bccaaiB m 
thus diseased. Tho one whicli Saphocleti appcarG to have Ibtlawed atates 4 
thai he landed on an island near Lemnos, called Chrjse, wbercon ho had 4 
been directed to Bocrilice to Minerva in behalf of the Greeks, aiid waB I 
bitten by a serpent that guarded the spot. The other attributeE hia mis- 
fortune to the vengeance of heaven, for his having dieclosed, by etatoping 
with hia foot, the place where Hercules' remaiiiB had been interred, which 
was soon folloneJ by the fall of one of his patron's arrons on the guilty 
member. j 

They who have made mention of Minerva Chryaa in tWa matter have J 
not eiplained why a goddpfls who waa desirous of the taking of Troy I 
should throw an obatacTe in the way of that cataatrophc by the mischancB ■ 
of Philoctetea.— Herm. 1 

' Hercules received his how and arrows from Apollo. 

' 13(4 viz' uvdyKai, " pr» dolote." Cf y. 806. unr' dvayxai- */mo*" 



Vimo. iTii >. i» MraniTPTs. who can ve he that with mar- 
:iw- -- «k:i ii:ni pill iiiic thi> ioiid. neiiher go<>i of harborage 
]..: iii1i;iIiiIih: ' Vtv wluii p()«sibk- C'oimcy or race shoold 
. n. n-'h. ir sjivini: voii vo.n .* For ihe arraT of tout dress 
1 i;»;». ii; linTci. m\ Iksi-1^1ov«1: bui I would hear toot 
^ . .-. :ini! lit' noi nToiliiip with horror be astounded at me 
(...;> !iVM{:Lii/.rii. I Hit iii pir\ to an unhappy man. lonelv. thus 
.. :!. iniMiiIii^iK. :ini] iii iviiii. siwuik to nie. if indeed tc come 
;.!. i»,is till. :uisAvo: ii) your turn.- for it is not just that 
:. i:.:> :i. loa^i iMiiu^vyoi: sliouUl lie diftappodnted in me, or I 

\i. lui. >ir:iiiin-:. know 1lli^ first, that we are Greeks, f<Hr 

: 'i. K ' :u\\Mii> nii^. ()i\'LV ! Al: ! TO think that I should hear 
i:-. » .^>.*. «> Mi.'i ji m:n: Mt'ior so loiur a time! What need, 
I: -.»!. Mil ill;'. II.. V li:i: hron|:'lii r.li(H* hither? What im- 
1-..:^, \Mii.i ii iiu wiihJs. incist triondly^ Tell me all this^ 

....4 . iii:.» Kn.»v V lu tiKM. :ir{. 

\: . :in 1" hi". I r-iMi. liii \v«vo-£rirt ScTToa.^ and I am 

^~t,i:.i^. iu\ii!;v :r\ :iiiu :iii. rulltnl ilic son of Achilles, Xeop- 

:*:. .'>.u .1 • >:% in.^si linnr. (if A land bclovcd, thou nuTS- 
:..-^ .». .:•; 'li-.'.. . ^ .Min:*.h*N. V Iii: vlifti armament hast thou 

N :. : .u- .ii.i:. .:u':. ;«. \\ ,'.i ii^'isu mark mo^ I steer my 
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. ^» s.. *.'s. .:'.»i. VxC surt>ly thou wert not our fel- 

.■.'.:•. ? . .I.1.1*.;*.. :■•.!;. .:i:*s(- .vi«i siniiiar expressions through- 
. -. .. . .•? \» ..> : .i;.': * <.i.i::!i:tM:od. since the descend- 

Vi .•-.... .: . i» .• . .:i: ■•; — ;.;i,; I'-l.^r.iiT v^Kl. VIII. 383) calls tho 
. . . -•. ..■.---;'.; .»•.:!■* ili.isr p.irLs of it which Philoo- 
..>.. ti :i.\n: i:^..^i j.-j,>: iH^cfs&an:} . from his lameness, have 



.■■ \r.-.«:.*lr:L..:> -.v. T!::* place i* caused by his pity, and 
r-i;'. .-w.. i' :.uu>f.:. i:: ^^rior lo play his part in the stnt- 






' » ■■. . ^ •-..• . *•: '.^r _J.\"ran, 3\.>ui thirty miles north of Euboea, 

■ -•■ ,\' .^ '. i. .) !,.» i;:i" lVlASj;ians and Carians ; it was thither 
. .. ... ^^,•• : .\. ■:•-:.. i-». iv« j'TfXi'i:: !iis j«.»iiiin£r the anuament to Troy, 

■ : .-. '■.«:?'.• iN.v.i:u«' I Al her of Noopiolemus by Deidamia, daughter 
■■ ' > *-.ii liu' i^iiij; of ihf island. Nooptolemus consequently was 

i lui III J. u> vM!i->iJcr Ssryt\>* n* hi>» home, although Phthiotis was his fa* 
lliri !» luhtratauice. 
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Nk. How, didst tliou also take part in that l&bor T 

Pii. My Hon, knowesC thou not me, on whom thou lookest? 

Ne. Why how should I know thee, whom I have never 
Been before ? 

1*H. What? hast thou never heard my name even, nor any 
rumor of my miseriea, whereby I was ruined? 

Ne. Be assured I know nothing of the things of which thou 
quc3tionest me. 

Ph. greatly wrettljed that I am, and l)ateful to the gods, 
of whom thus situated not even a report baa reached my 
home, nor any where else in the land of Greece; but th^ 
that cast me impiously away, laugh in silence, while my 
disease is ever virulent, and increases more and more. O 
child, thou SOB of Acliillcs thy father, I am bo whom thou 
perhaps heareat of as loni of the arms of Hercules, I'hiloc- 
tetcs the son of Poias ; whom the two generals and the Ce- 
phalenians' kiug have thus basely cast out destitute,' wasting 
away by a cruel disease, having been stricken by the savage i 
impreesure of the deadly serpent, wherewith they, my bod, J 
having put me on shore here abandoned, went off, at the time 1 
when from Ocean Chryse they touched here with their naval J 
expedition. Then eagerly, when they saw me after much -i 
tossing on the main sleeping upon the shore within an o'ei*' 
arched rock, they left me and departed, having departed ■ 
few rags as for a WTetch like me, and also some scanty pit- 1 
tance of food,^ such as O that they might have ! Thinkeat | 
thou then, my sou, with what an awakement 1 rose from sleep .i 
ut that time, when they were gone, what tears I wept, what 1 
dreadful shrieks I uttered, beholding all the ships gone, coi 

' UljBBcs followed Ibrough the wat'ry road, 

A chief ill wiBilom equal Id a god, 
With thoee nhom Cephalcnia'a iale inclosed, 
Oi till their fields along the coast oppoBcil. 

Popo's 11. D. II. 766. 
' ThiB was also the cane when an; one among (he ancients waa o 
demned to be buried alive, [cat pollution should come upon the land, 
we find in Antigone. The Homana preserred tho cuslom in their trc 
meiit ofthe vestaia coiiiicled ofunehaatity. Hermann Iranaialea it, " si 
iia they might kiiipcn to have." — Tr. On these rags of Philoctetea, 
which became alriioBt proverbial. Matthiie ap]iOBitely leters to AristopIL 
Aeharn. 423, jrotaf jroS' liitjp XaKidof nZreirol rrhrXut ; oAi' q ttianTf- 
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nianding which I was sailing, and not a human being on the 
spot, nor one to assist me, nor to unite in easing my disease 
while I suffered with it.* But, r^arding all things, I found 
nought present but affliction, but of this, my son, krge store. 
So in time my days passed on, and I was compelled alone to 
minister every thing for myself under this humble roof. What 
was needful for my stomach this bow procured, striking down 
the fluttering doves ; and then to whatsoever my nerve-strung 
arrow would pierce, I hapless would roll myself,^ dragging 
after me my foot toward it. And if I wanted to procure me 
aught to drink, and when the frost was scattered, as in winter, 
any where to break up some wood, this would I wretched 
creeping forth contrive. Then would there be at hand no fire, 
but rubbing stone on stone hardly did I elicit the hidden light, 
which ever preserves me. For this covered cave inhabited with 
fire supplies me all but fi:'eedom from disiease. Come, my son, 
now shalt thou learn the state of the island. To this no mar- 
iner willingly draws near, for there is no harbor, nor whither 
voyaging he may traffic for gain, or be hospitably received. 
Nor hither are the voyages of the prudent among men. Now 
haply some one hath against his will touched here, for many 
such cases might occur in the protracted time of man. These 
when they come, my son, compassionate me indeed, in words, 
and sometimes in pity they have bestowed on me in addition 
some portion of food, or some raiment : but that one thing, 
wlien I shall mention it, wills none, to take me safe home, but 
wretched I am perishing now this the tenth year, in hunger 
and in miser}^ feeding my ravenous malady. Thus Jiave the 
Atridie and Ulysses' might, my son, treated me, to whom may 
the gods of heaven one day give themselves to suffer a requitaJ 
of my wrongs.^ 

' For the construction cf Eurip. Med. 947, ^XX^ofiai 6k rovSi aoi 
Kuyo) 'Tovov. Aristoph. Vesp. 733, aol . . . . ^XXafifSdvei tov irpdyjLia- 

2 " ElXvo/nTjVf ab elXvo) vel elXvfiit volvOy verto : hinc elXvojuaiy verto mCy 
I. c, prqfiascor. Imprimis vero de difficulter et aegre incedentibus dicitur, 
quare Hesychius interpretatur per rerpaiTodi^eiv, cf. v. 702, quem locum 
Hcsychius forsitan respexit." — Barby. 

^ Sophocles does not mention whether or no Philoctetes became recon- 
ciled to the AtridaB and Ulysses ; but this his curse was amply fulfilled on 
Agamemnon, who was murdered by his wife ; on Menelaus, who was car- 
ried by a storm to Egypt, and was eight years in returning to Sparta ; and 
on Ulysses, whose wanderings and distresses are well known. 
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Ch. Methinka I too, son of Poias, compassionate thee equal- 
ly with the strangers that have arrived hither. 

Ne. Nay, I too myself, a witness to thee in these thy words, 
know they are true, having met with the Atridte and the 
mighty Ulysses to be bad men. 

Vii. What, hast thou also any chai^ against the all-ac- 
cursed Atridee, so as being wronged to feel rage at them f 

Ne. Be it mine ivith my Land to glut tliiit rage one day, 
that both Mycena' and Spartii may know that Scyros too ia 
the mother of puissant men. 

Ph. Well done, my son ; and for what cause hast thoa 
come laying to their charge this thy fierce anger ? 

Ne. Son of Poias, I will declare, yet hardly can I speak, the 
wrongs wherewith I was insulted by them on my arrival. For 
when Fate prevailed that Achilles should die — 

Ph. Ah me I tell me no farther ere I shall have learned this 
first, if the son of Peleus be dead. 

Ne, He is, conquered by no man, but stricken down by the 
arrows of a god, as they report, Apollo.' 

Ph. Nay then, noble was both the slayer and the slain." 
But I am at a ]oas,.my son, whether I shall first inquire into 
thy sufferings, or mourn him. 

Ne. I indeed think thine own grievances suffice thee at J 
least, unhappy miin, so that thou shouldet not bewail thy ( 
neigh hoi's'. J 

Ph. Thou hast said rightly. Wherefore tell me again and I 
afresh thy matter wlierein they have insulted thee. | 

Ne. There came after me in a richly-decked^ vessel both I 
the noble Ulysses and my father's guardian,* asserting, whether " 

' Thia is from Homur, who makes the lijing Hector utter tha folio 
propbecj : 

Yet think a da; will come, when Fate's decree 
And angry gods shall wreak this wrong- en thee : 
PhcEbus and Paris shall avenge my (ale, 
An3 stretch tliec here, before this Sctcan gate. 

' See note on Ajux, v. 970. 

* Ab aroloc is ollcti used for the head of a ship [^sch. Pers. 406, 
XalnvpT/^ OToXof, cf dAiiorrroJiiov, Pindar Pylh. II. 114], I should take 
jroKiimTToXof vaw: in the sense ahovc assigned, with Eustathius flnd 
Wunder. One traiiulalnr Ihinka it equivalent to jroittinAxir, which seeina 
forced— B, 

* PhcenU, ana nf Aro'mtor, ting of Argos, having by his mother's pep- 

N2 
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:-i:: n\ii:n'(. iv luKt.. tiui: i: cnuid ncn come to pass>. ance my 
::i:ii:** K:iL liiluM.. tiuii ui*;^ DUicr )iin 1 ahoold take Troy. 
i'lAi' . SL:r;uu?t^:. iiio^ statiii£ liius. I deibiT'ed me no long 
:iut: M :tr iin: n Aiii! siHM*di!^. mom TULrbcalflriT indeed out 
ti :itl:\':iiU. tir iiit at';M^jt?ii*ci. liiu: I mi^hi «iee him nnbuiied, 
i.r . uai. noMV iviaitMi. iiim. Ncxi. bowever. Fair Renown pre- 
!.:'iu;i. ii:»":>t^l. I J" 117 ffniiir 1 miirhi take the caale of Troy. 
..-iiu. lu'v I. viL- ;h: A't'oiicl dii^ iif niT Tovaee, and I with 
:;.».ruii lur vis- r:iiiinic Wy- iiuTcfu! Sur«^nm, w^hen instantly 
.11 u * luiiiiiiu: :iit viuMt utii.^ ;:: ii drde lit^ran to embrace 
111*. <v :':r'iiu: .iiui ^.ii'.'^ iKiiuiiL lilivc airaiii Achilles, then no 
iii.r: 'J'ii:'.>. ..ii:'i. vi»> lit r^-iiuT. Bui L the miderable, not 
j.iiii i«.Ti*.^' .11:1; * li.'u'. Vfjii (H'tsr Lim. Lanng come to my 
i"i:>iijr .11: A .'Ml. lit.. jLo v']L«> 7*(*iis:i7i};»il<v. demanded of them 
". :i: i»"iiir .«: 11./ i.'i.iu'T. Kiii 1*:. f.i!*( thia was his. But they 
s:ii*L:.. 1.:. ni: iii.b« siij.incii'r^ v\»rcl? : •• Scm of Achilles, all 
t'ij*-. ".lii^i V -i- ;.!T i: .1.1 »:■.:*> ij i> li^K-wvd iboe To take; but of 
\Lx.^. :.n-:* i^iKiiji-.!: vi.m.ir tpv«w ii- iu^isict, ihe son of Laertes." 
A: I- Z --. :-.;-r- i.ir;:/u .:.:. T'if*i ir. ::• src^ in dtX'p res^entment, 
i»n- _:'-:.i".;..: i :.::-Aitr. ""NV^..;;*:.; r^rii Ii.^tc ye dared to give 
1: "^ i.r:.!.'! '.. ;^i -L ii-T s: :•.•«;.. t-.rt t\iu liatmed mv pleasure t" 
1--/; V:;-;«7'> ?L^!.i, :.»r :»; :.;.:•: ii::K\* lo Ik"* clof^e "by: ^'Yes, boy, 
i:_ , .:^:-.•- L..^t ::•;>- r:>;- vj; ru^, fvc 1 was present to save 
ij'.iL ;^1 ::.■•- -r r-iiSi-ir."* Aiji 1 i:ii:*gvvi instantly began to 

> ..^- . :_ ^i.:: >■-. .: :.• i:_ Ir.iririif "w .'i £ im .'7::^ mifitrww of his father, was 
.. -. -.v :■.■:. i.' ... i.? j.. " i s;iv. : _nJt*i :t ltiU iai>ii2irch. He then quitted 
."• ? . . .:.'\ '. : ;: € c-.ur: A Ft .t -s^ -b b.^^ prrsuaifd Chiivn to restore him 
•.-•_■: :-• ; :-.• •-r.-rfi ;•:; L. =:'.!:<* s.^^frriii-.i^T of :be Pi^lopians. Ingrati- 
*. . ■ ■ ' •.-.•.-•^ :-^vr» ie Lijiin.K'k. ".r-f ^-;:imi of Achilles, and accompa- 
.' ■ •■•.:. ::;e ~ :^- -:i w-r. i: ::jo i:;.---s.e of irhich he letuzned with 

; .'•• ". ■_• . ' I- ::i i:;r-LC — ^^ ] IX. 44^. 

;'. : '.kZk^ r**\- ,-■::: ::.«.'ri J- # u* iv^^ -^o:li a strici inquiir into dates, 

»•'"..: '.1 ■ . r •» \ f: ihc" ct-'Vin *. f I.vconifJes for Troy, Neoptolemus could 
• . ■<• y *. •: Nr.ir* oiJ. 

* j %y .*. .> ;. ^:::ii;:ir passaije. B. XXI. c. 4 ; "Missus Annihal in His- 
\,\-\: .:'\ ji'T.'j > ft'.:ili::i atlvciiiu oinncm excrcitum in se convertit. Amil- 
I- .-< iji \;\»ri:i:.M rfiMiiu.'ii siJfi veteros milites credere, eundem vigorem in 
v!:'l:i. vi;jnj'i»' i.'i •><•:; lis. habiiuiii oris, lineament aque tueri." — Tr. Com- 
y.xv llifniiiri. ! 10 — U. 

* In uiii.<>oii wiili l!ii.<4. Ovid makes riysscs thus express himself: 

Mc niiscrurn I quanto cogor mcminisse dolore 
Teiijpijris iiiitis, quo Graium iiiurus Achilles 
Procubuit ! iiec uie lachryms luctusve timorve 
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assail tliem with every word of reproitch, framing no ban im- 
]>erfect, if he wei-e to bereave me of my arms. But he thus 
situated, even though he is not choleric, wounded at what he 
heard from me, thus replied : " Thou wert not where we were, 
but absent where thou oughtest not to have been. And these 
also, since thou speakest also thus bold in tongue, think not 
thou shalt ever sail hence to Scyroa possessing." Having heard 
and been reviled with sucli taunts as tliese, I am sailing home- 
ward, spoiled of mine own, by that vilest of a vile race, Ulys- 
ses. And J biume not him so much as those in power. For 
a city is all its leaders', and so is a whole combined host ; but 
they among mankind that are dishonorable, become iniquitous 
by the precepts of their teachers. My tale has all been toldj 
and may he Ihiit abhors the Atridte he as much beloved by the 
gods as he ia by me, 

Ch. mountain Earth, nurse of all, mother of Jove him- 
self, who hauiitost the ample Pactolua rich in gold, even there, 
venerable paroiit, I prayed to thee, when on Neoptolemus 
the consummate insolence of Atreua' sons was venting itadf, 
when they gave from bim his father's arms, thou blessed god- 
dess,' on bull-reniling lions seated, as a mark of supreme re- 
spect to the son of Laertts. 

1*11. Ye have sailed hither, strangers, possessed, it seems, 
of a tokerf* plaid enough to me, and ye agree with me pn 
your complaints] so as for me to recognize these for the 
doings of the Atridii; and UlysseH. For I am quite sure that 

TardHrunt, quin rorpus humo BUblims rcfecTeDi -, 

Hia Lumeris, his, inquam, humerie ego corpufl Acfailiis 

Metam. L, XIII- v. 280. 

' The Cboiua appealed to Rhea on that occBsion aa chief deity of the 
country in which they then were, for (hat goddess was ganeralJy by the 
ancientE conBJdcrcti the same with Cybele. and worshiped chiefly in Lyd- 
ia (of which Pactolus is Iho priDcipal Btream) and Pbrjgia. She Is ua- 
ually represented as riding on a car drawn by the lions into which she 
had changed Hippomenes and Alalanta ; but Barby suggests that (he 
preaent BubstLtuIian of bulln may deeignate the change from savags to I 
civilized life. ■ 

' On the inJ^/JoSov, or signet of introduction given by persona to thab^'J 
friends on aetiiTig out OD a journey, see Muagravc, who refers to Aristid. ^ 
t. i. p. 418, Ucvim frrri jrpilf oltSv, umtep iHXo n m'/i^oiev, alrTft rj axl^- ' 
lia Tr/; uTVxia^- Mutual misfortune was the cv/iiioXoti between Philocte- 
tes and Neoptolemus. — II. 
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he would attempt with his tongue every evil word and villainy, 
by wliich he purposes in the end to work nothing honest, 
liut this to me at least is not at all a wonder, but it were 
so if Ajax the greater were there to witness all this, and en- 
dured it. 

Ne. He was no longer alive, my fiiend ; for never while he 
lived at least had I thus been plimdered. 

Fii. How sayest thou t And is he too dead and gone f 
• Ne. Be aware that he is no longer in life. 

Ph. Ah me unhappy! But not the son of Tydeus,^ nor the 
bargain of Sisyphus^ to Laertes, they surely can not be dead? 
For they should not live. 

Ne. No indeed. Be sure of that at least. No, they are 
flourishing finely at present in the Greek host. 

Ph. But what of him who is aged and yet stout, the Mend 
of Philoctetes, Nestor the Pylian, is he yet alive? For he 
surely had checked their crimes, taking wise counseL 

Ne. He indeed is now faring badly, since Antilochus, the 
only child he had,^ is dead and lost to him. 

Pii. Ah me ! tidings equally dire hast thou brought me of 
those two whose death I had least been willing to hear. 
Alas ! alas ! to what then must one look, when they are dead, 
and Ulysses yet remains even there, where in their room he 
ought to be spoken of as dead ? 

Ne. Ah artful combatant is he ; but even artful designs, O 
Philoctetes, are often thwarted. 

Ph. Come, by the gods I ask, tell me where in that season 
was thy friend Patroclus, who was thy father's best-be- 
loved ? 

Ne. He too had fallen. But in a few words I will instruct 
thee in this. War purposely carries off no wicked man, but 
ever the virtuous. 

^ We do not find hitherto any mention of Diomed as having incurred 
the wrath of Philoctetes, but his known intimacy with Ulysses, and in- 
famous conduct to Dolon, afford strong suspicions of his having joined 
in the wrong done to the son of Poias. 

^ Anticlea, wife of Sisyphus, was pregnant when she married Laertes. 
See Ovid. Met. xiii. 31, sqq. and Hermann. — B. 

^ Nestor had seven sons, two of whom accompanied him to the Trojan 
war. The epithet [lovogj here applied to Antilochus, is usually supposed 
to mean the survivor of these two. Antilochus was slain by Memnon 
the iEthiopian. 
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Ph. I bear thee witness; and by this very same rule I will 
now question thee of a worthless being, yet shrewd of tongue 
and cunning, what is his condition now. 

Ne. Of what man dost thou ask this, save Ulysses I 
F». I spate not of him ; but there waa one ITieraitea,' who 
never would choose but once to speak what none could bear 
to hear ; knowest thou if he chance to hve? 
Nbu I saw him not, but heard he was yet in being,^ 
Ph. lie was likely ; since nerer yet did aught of evil 
perish, but of such things^ the gods take especial care ; and 
somehow the treacherous and the wily they delight in res- 
piting from Hades,' but the just and the upright they are 
ever dismissing. Where must we place this to account, where- 
in approve, when, lauding the acts of the gods, I find the gods 
unjust ^ 

Kb, I, O eon of an CEtataii'^ father, now henceforth front 

ThersileB only clamor'd in Ihe throng, 
LoijusciouB, louil, ani! turbulent of tongue : 
Awed by no ahuoe, by do respect contloU'd, 
In scandal busy, in reproachaa bold. 
Wilh witty mEJice Btudiaue to d^bme ; 
Scom all his joy, and laughtar all bis aim. 

Pope's II. n. 255.— Te. 
There is some awknardnees in the expression Sc ois Sv eIXet' elnd _ 
lineiv 6nov M;^Jric i^i;, which the achoHast interprets d ouk (flcAo' TIfM 
uTraf axovaai, ravra jroXXwit( fieyn. We mual render clariita^ fiirefiij 
" lo Bay, and have done witb it," tike the Latin use at " aemet" =" ono^l 
for all." So <Each. Prora. 750, Kpilaaov yip eioaTro^ Bavelir. See Heira> J 
on (Ed, Col. 1420, After li^ii understand elwciv.—B. 

' All other authors »ay that ha fell by the hand of Aohilles, The «_, 
liast aCtributea hia death to hia having stnicb out Penthcailea'a eye allsffl 
that princess h^iil fallen by the hand of Achilles, " Prndenler Sophooil ~ 
ea dicentem tecit Ncoptolemum, que Et a patre ejoa ignobilo faeinuB d 
olinarent. ct Bgregie decloriceot obacuritatem Tborsitai."— Henn. 

' Observe the enallage, airi after oinlh' itanoi'. See Jelf. Gk. Gr, v 
ii. i 380, I.— E, 

* Not unreasonably then in Philocteles' opinioa might Nestor, ai 
Shakespeare he does, aay of Hector. 

" Lo ! Jupiter is ynnder, dealing life." 
Since to this TerjThBrsites. after be haa given an acconnt of MmsBlf pom J 
feclly accordant with what is eajd of him here, the Trojan warrior rcpliet,, T 
'■ I clo believe thee ; live." There is. however, an alluiion to Siayphua. ■ 
' <Eta. whereen Hercules burned himself. Is a mountainous lange on ' 
the confines of Thesaaly and Macedonia, extending trom Pindos to Theiy 
mopyie and the Malion territory, over which Poiaa reigned. 



302 PHILOGTETES. [464— 494 

nfar looking on both Ilium and the Atridae will beware of 
ihom, and where the worse is of greater power than the good, 
and all that is good is on the wane\ and the coward prevails^ 
thi'se men never will I hold dear. No, the rocky Scjros' 
hore;iiter shiill content me to pleasure myself at home. And 
now will I go to my vessel, and do thou, son of Poias, fare- 
>\'ell, most well, and may the gods emancipate thee from thy 
dL4oaso, as thyself wishest. But let us be gone, that when- 
soever the god shall grant us sailing, even then we may weigh 
anchor. 

1*11. Are ye now bound to sail, my son ? 

Ne. Yes, for occasion invites us to watch a time not to sail 
out of sight of the ship rather than near it. 

Ph. Now by thy father and thy mother, my son, and by 
aught that is dear to thee, if aught there be, at home, I a 
suppliiuit implore thee, leave me not thus forlorn and lonely 
in these iitHictions, such as thou seest, and as many as thou 
hiist heard I live in ; but take me into the bargain.^ The 
annoyance, I well know, of this freighUige will be great, yet 
still put up with it. To the generous, mark me, both bsise- 
ncss is hateful, and virtue glorious. But to thee, having 
left this undone, the reproach is not creditable, and hav- 
ing performed it, my son, the noblest meed of fair renown, 
should 1 live to reach the CEtaean land. Come. The trouble, 
look you, is not that of one whole day. Determine on it ; 
take and cast me in whither thou wilt, into the hold, the 
prow, the stern, wherever I am least likely to offend thy 
mates. Assent, by Jove of suppliants himself, my son be 
persuaded. I fall at thy knees before thee, though I wretched 
am infirm and lame. Nay, leave me not thus deserted, fisur 
from any trace of man ; but either take and carry me safe to 
thine home, or to the abodes of Chalcodon in Euboea ;^ and 
thence my voyage will not be a long one to CBta, and the 
rocky ridge of Trachis, and the fair-flowing Spercheius, that 
thou may est present me to my dear father, of whom it is long 
that I have feared lest he be gone from me ; since often did 

^ 'ApxT) I>Kvpia became a Greek proverb, furnishing much the same 
idea as a German duchy or principality does to us. 

^ See Brunck's note. — Tr. i. e., ** do your best for me, without trouble 
to yourself." Cf Liddell, s. v.— B. 

^ Ta ardd/ia are properly the anchorage for ships. Chalcodon was an 
ancient king of Euboea, father of Elephenor. V. II. IV. v. 464. 
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I send for him by those who came hither, conveying to him 
suppliant entreaties that he would himself embarking rescue 
nie and carry me hence to my home. Hut either he is dead, 
or, I suppose, my emissaries, as is likely, making my case of 
slight account, liurried their voyage homeward. Now, how- 
ever, since I am come to thee as ut once my convoy and my 
messenger, do thou save mc, do thou pity me, heholding how 
every thing is doomed to man in trouble and in hazard, to re- 
ceive blessings, or tiic contrary.' But it becomes one, while 
exempt from woes, to look to the dangers, and when any one 
shall live prosperously, at that time most narrowly to watch 
his hfe, lest he be unwarily brought to destruction. 

Cii. Pity him, king:^ he hath recounted the struggles of 
many a trouble hard to bear, so many as may no friend of 
mine ever happen on. But if, O king, thou Latest the bitter 
Atridte, I for my part, transposing their evil to advantage for 
this man, would convey him thither whither tie has mentioned, 
to his home, on board my well-equipped, swift bark, avoiding 
the vengeful wrath from heaven. 

Ne. Beware thou, lest now thou be here a sort of easy per- 
son, but when thou h.nst been sated with the comjiaiiy of bia 
disease, then thou show thyself no longer the same aa in theae 1 

Cu. By no means. This reproach it can not be that thott J 
wilt ever have in justice to rebuke me withaL 

Ne. Nay, but it were base that I should show myself lea 
ready than thou art in taking seasonabLe trouble for the stran-v 
ger. But if it seems St, let us saU, let him hasten with speed}.! 
for the ship sliall ciury jii m, and he shall not be refused. Only 1 

■ Thus Horace, L. II Od. !0; 

Sperat iiifestia. inetuit secundls 
Allerani eortcni bene prieuaiiituii 
Pectus. 

' The commentatarB qUDstion here whether the Chorus aro acquainted: fl 
with the plana of riyeaes and iiiBsimuiation of Pjrthus at not. Barbya 
considers them ignorant of it sll, and that the pity 11 ' ' ' ' 

deeds is unfeigned : which, though it accords well v 
the management of the tragic Chorus, is not so recoocilable with (ho it 
'ions previously given on the stage to Neoptolemus by UlyBscs, nt 
vc suppose tbo aiicientB to, have had lecouTse lo that disgrace o 
modem plays, tha " aside." 

r., 6 abri^ Tiy rofro fjjmri. Cf, (Ed. R, 557, tal vxv Iff <iuT«c 1 
y jJavXev^Tt. — B. 
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may the gods take us safe from this land at least, and to what- 
soever place we -wish to sail from hence. 

Ph. O day most beloved, O man most pleasing, and ye, 
dear sailors, how might I become manifest to you by deeds, 
how much attached to you ye have made me I Let us be 
gone, my son, having bidden farewell with a kiss to my house- 
less abode ^vithin, that ye may learn of me on what I con- 
tinued to live, and how stout of heart I was by nature, for I 
think that none else save me, having taken but a mere sight 
of them with his eyes, had endured all this ; but I of necessity 
was foretaught to be resigned to miseries.^ 

Cii. Hold, let us learn the matter ; for two men, the one 
a mariner in thy vessel, the other a foreigner, are coming, 
of whom having learned [their purpose] go ye afterward 
within. 

Merchant. Son of Achilles, this, the comrade of thy 
voyage, who was with two others the guardian of thy ship, I 
desired to tell me where thou mightest chance to be, since I 
have fallen upon thee, not indeed supposing I should, but in 
a manner by chance having put into this land. For being 
bound, as master of a vessel, with no large equipment, frY)m. 
Troy homeward to Peparethus^ rich in the clustering grape, 
when I heard from the sailors that they were all the crews of 
thy vessels,^ it seemed fit to me not silently to perform my 
voyage, until I had made a disclosure to thee, having met with 
a fair requital.^ Perhaps thou knowest nought of what con- 

^ 'Aya-n^v is used in the same sense. — Tr. Cf. Blomf. on^sch. Pronir 
II. and note on (Ed. Tyr. 11.— B. 

^ Pcparethus is a small island in the -^gean Sea, off the coast of Mace- 
donia, once celebrated for its vines and olives. — Tr. There is much diffi- 
culty and disturbance in the state of the following lines, which at present 
are far from satisfactory. In the edition by Mr. G. Burges, a most in- 
genious and probable transposition of them is proposed, involving but lit- 
tle verbal alteration. See his notes on vss. 549-556, page 45 of Valpy's 
edition. — B. 

^ Dobree reads avvvevavcToXTjKOTEc, which Wunder (who has since 
changed his mind) and Burges (who has not) adopted. The article is 
ridiculously out of place, as it can only mean, " they formed the whole of 
your crew," which is not the information wanted. The stress ought to 
be on TTcivTeg, and retaining Dobree's residing, the sense will be, " that 
they all belonged to your crew," or, " that they all were fellow-sailors 
with you." — B. 

* Commentators are much divided on this passage. Brunck condeiiiDS 
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cems thyself, what are the new resolvea of the Greeks touch- 
ing thy concerns,' nor merely resolvea, but deeds now doing, 
and no longer loitered in. 

Ne, Nay, a kindly gratitude^ for thy friendly care, stran- 
ger, unless I have been born a villain, shall remain ; but do 
thou expound all that thou hast mentioned, that I may learn 
what new plot of the Greeks against me thou beareat. 

Mer. Both the aged Phcenix and Theseus' sons-' are gone 
in pursuit of thee with a naval squadron, 

Ne. With intent to carry me back by force or by persua. 
aion'* 

Mer. I know not, but having heard am here to tell thee. 

Ne, What, do then Phcenis and Ihc partners of his voyage 
do this thus hastily to pleasure the Atrida; ? 

Mer. Be sure that all this is now doing, and no longer to 

Ne. How then was not Ulysses voluntarily ready to sail for 
this purpose 1 was it any fear that withheld him'? 

Mer. He and Tydeus' son were setting out after another 
warrior, when I weighed anchor. 

Ne. Who might this bo, for whom Ulysses himself was sail- 



the scholiast for Tofarring w/HKmjiDvri to /lui, and altera it to irporjTvxiJf 
7-1. Heath would read irf^nrUxov n, tui/ lotj[ , . , . that is, jM^rfam 
qius mihi nola ease contigeruni, quorum tu forsan niAiJ nond, M usgrave 
corrects it, Jtpoari'XovTi, luv latif . . . oiVitm ut mihi, g\mta semcl in- 
ctdisseja, lum tilenlio proit ainre, qaam tibi diccrem, de (aiJm tn nihil for- 
lasse Tuiiti. There docs not, however, seem to be any good reason wlij 
■jrpoarvxovTi should not be rctbrrcd to /iot, though not in the eensc in 
which the Bcholingt understands it. — -Th. : "pr»mio affectus propter ea 
qos nunttassem. " — Wunder. 

' u/i^f Botveiia is defended by Hennann aa a sjioilar phiaise to rivof J^ 
Xap'v hfKa in Pl.ito, or ditS jSoiji; IviKen, dtiipi aoir being construed ae a 
noun, which the peculiar construction of u/i^i certainly countenances. 

' Buttmann remarks that jfupir irpao^iA^c is a pleonasm, as ji;u/Nr itself 
denotes friendly gratitude. Cf. Horn. II. iv. 95 ; ivii. 147 ; below, 1370. 
— B. 

' These were Acatnas and Demophoon, worthy of their father, sines 
the last is celebrated for hie desertion of PhylUs, and the former going 
with Diomeil to demand Helen of the Trojans, seduced Laodice, the 
daughter of Priam. This prince is said to have founded the city of Aca- 
mantium in Pht^gia, and on his return to Athens gave his name U> oao 
of its tribes. 
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of Priam, and Lc was called by name Helenus,' whom he, the 
crafty Ulyssea, that hears of himself every base and insulting 
term, having gone out alone by night, took prisoner, and 
bringing him bound into the midst of the Greeks, displayed 
him, a noble booty ; who thereupon foretold to them both 
every other point, and that it could not be that they should 
ever take the citadel of Tixjy, unless they brought, having per- 
suaded him by their words, this warriftr here from this island 
whereon he is at present dwelling. And when the olftpring 
of Laertes heard Ibe prophet uttering these words, he instant- 
ly undertook to bring and present to the Greeks this man; he 
roust suppose, having taken him in preference with his con- 
sent ; but if he would not, against it ; and not succetjding in 
this, he bid any one that would to cut off his head. My son, 
thou hast heai^ all ; but to be quick I exhort both thee thy- 
self, and if thou hast a care for any other. 

Ph. Ah me unhappy ! Has he then, that Titter peat, sworn 
that he will persuade and convey me to the Gi-eeks? For as . 
well shall I be persuaded when dead to rise even from Hades 
to light, as did his father. ^ 

Mek. Of this r know nothing ; but I will go to my vessel, 
and may heaven aid you both as best it may. 

Ph. And is not this shameful, my son, that Laertes' son. 
should ever hope liy soothing words to carry me on board ship , 
and show me in tlifi midst of the Greeks! No; sooner wc '" [ 
I listen to the viper, my deadliest bane, that made me thiu 
lame of foot,^ But by him can every thing be said and every 
thing be attempted ; and now I know that he will come. But ^ 

' Other authors diffir in (heir chronology at thia period, for they si . 
Ihat HelenuB, on the msirlaeo of DciphobuB with Helen, retired in dis- M 
guet to Mount Ida, whence UlyBBeB carried him to Iho Greek camp. But 1 
Paria, as is foretold in this play to Philoclctea, was elun by the an" — ' 

' Thie alludee to a well-known triek of Sisyphus, who, being or 
death-bed, charged Mh wife Merope to leave him unburled. She eomplied, 
and on Sisyphus' arrival in Hades he complained to Pluto of ber impiety, 
which be requeBled leave to punish. This was granled, and he returned 
to earth under promise of revisiting hell as soon ue be ebouldhave aveneeil 
himself No sooner bad he regained life, however, than he violated bis 
oath, for which be was afterward punished. 

' "'AiToiv: irauf in casu quarto Dunquam quidem hahet irt>v>', at in 
coroposltiB blbet, ut irtiKtmoiv et iroAvtrOM." — Barby. 
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O my :H>iu K't us tro, that n \vidc sea may part us^ from Ul3r8- 
jst's' M*s«*i'l. lA't us bo gone ; timely exertion, look you, when 
the liilK)r is at an end, is wont to bring sleep and repose. 

Nk. AVell, then, when the wind in our bow shall subfiidey 
tlion will wo siiil, for now it sets against us. 

Tii. The si'ason to sail is ever &dr when thou art fljing 
ironi calami tv. 

Nk. Nav, but those siime winds are averse to them. 

1*11. Thoi-o is no wind contrary to pirates, when it is poem- 
blo to thiovo juul ri»b by force. 

Nk. Nay, if thou think fit, let us be gone, when thou hast 
takon from withhi whatsoever thou most feelest need of or de- 
sin* for. 

1*11. Yes, there is whereof I have need,^ though from no 
lunplo store. 

Ni-:. What is it, which at least is not on board my ship? 

1*11. I have by me a certain plant, wherewith chiefly I am 
continually deadening my sore, so as thoroughly to assuage it. 

Nk. liut bring it out. And what else art thou desirous to 
take 1 

1*11. If any one of these my arrows hath fallen beside me 
unhoodotl, that 1 may not leave it for any one to take. 

Nk. AVhat, aiv those the celebrated bow and arrows, that 
thou art now holding? 

1*11. I'hoy are, for there are at least none else that I carry 
in my hands. 

Ne. Is it possible for me to take a close view of them also? 
and to hold them, and salute them with a kiss*^ as divine? 

* We must read o/u/C// with Wunder and Burgcs, from Brunck's emen- 
dation. — 13. 

a " Af z — uTTO. Tmesis est pro uTroAei. Suntj quibus egeamy nee tnuUia 
tamen."' — Barby. — Tr. See Hermann. — B. 

^ lipuaKvoai has not always the same sig^nificition : vid. v. 776, where 
it means to mitigate by worship the anger of the gods, and to which there 
is a parallel expression in the last verse of the second Psalm. A kiss has 
in all ages, however, been considered as a mark of respect. Hence Cicero : 
Ihi est ex wrc simulacrum ipsius Hcrculis^ qu^ non facile quidqiiam dixe- 
rim me vidisse jnilchrius — usque co, judiceSy ut rictum eju^ ac mentum 
pauld sit attritiuSy quod in preeibu^ et gratulaJionilms non solum id vene 
rari, vr.rum ctiam osculari soleiit. Cic. in Ver. L. IV. 33. Such is the 
account given by travelers of the Kaaba or sacred stone at Mecca alio. 
Vid. Virg. Mu. II. 490. Tibull. El. I. 44. Ovid. Trist. L. I. 44. 
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Ph. To thee at least, my son, both this and aught else of 
mine, that may advantage thee, shall he done. 

Ne. Indeed I long to do it, and thus I feel my longing: if 
it be allowable for me, I should wish it, but if not, let it 

Fh. My son, thou both Epealtest piously, aud it is allowabls 
for thee at least, wbo alone hast given mc to bahold thifl light 
of the sun, to luok on tlic laud of OCtsi, on luy aged father, on 
my friends, who hast raised me far above mine enemies when 
sunk below them. Courage ; it is given thee both to touch 
these arrows, and to returu them to die giver; and that thou 
ghouldest hereafter mokn it thy boast that thou alone of man- 
kind in guerdon of thy virtue hast handled them, seeing that 
it was by a kind action I myself acquired them,' displeased me 
not, not that I have seen and gauied thee for my friend : for 
whoever knows how to return a kindness he lias received must 
be a friend above all price. 

Nb. Thou shouldst go within. 

Ph. Ay, and I will bring thee in too, for my disease lon^. I 
to possess thee as my supporting aid. 

Cu. I have heard i'ully in story, yet truly I nevt 
how that the all-powerful son of Katurn caught Ixion,^ 
the invader of the couch of Jove, and thereupon chained h 
to a whirling wheel ; ' but of no other do I know by heara^,4 
nor have I seen among mankind, doomed to a lot more hate-J 
ful than this mail's, who having injured no one by force orll 
fraud,' but among the just a just man, liath been ruined thuS--^ 
undeservedly. Tbia wonder possesses me, how ever, how e' 
lie lonely listening to the breakers dashing around, how in 

' PhilocteleB had received the bttowh in lewani for liis Borvicee to Her- 
cules, and partieularly llic kiniiling of hia funeral pile on Qila. Hennann. 
■upposes a tine to jjc omitteil in the Gref^k teit here, and reads IdHii xal 
ilo.iiur, construing crfwitb uxSn/iai. If a colon ba placed after doiii'ai, Che 
pa3«ii>e seems eapable of the version given afaoye without a hiatus. — Ttt. 
See Burgea' note, wharB he has ingeniouEly elicited a. line from the Scho- 
liast, which, coulii we Lie niure certain, would restore good " 

' liion's sCoiy is too nell known to need repetition. H 
liia'/.Fv, construing Apo/iiiia with 'Ifiowa. 

' The word li/jinff, which is supported by the authority of Eualalhi 
(»id. Brunck's note), meant originally the fiilet u«eJ by wo " "' 

their hair, vid, Horn II. XXII. v. 4611. and after ihnt caTne ! 
form to signity a vvlifcil Muagravc, however, auggeals ui't 

' lpi<K, ac. «.— Herm- 
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truth he could have supported an existence so thoroughly 
pitiable : where he^ was liis only neighbor, having no power 
to walk, nor any neighbor of his ills, dweUing in the place, 

to whom he might wail forth his echoed groan,^ his 

painfully gnawing, blood-stained; nor any who might with 
gentle herbs assuage his most fevered blood bubbhng from 
the wounds of his^ empoisoned foot, should any come to hand,* 
and might gather it from the fostering earth. For then when 
liis soul-gnawing torture miglit relax, would he crawl like a 
babe without his kind nurse, now to this store now to some 
other, whence he could have easy relief, not gathering the 
sowed nutriment of holy earth, nor of other food wherewith we 
enterprising'' men support ourselves: except if ever by the 
winged arrows of his bow striking from afar he might procure 
food for his stomach. Ah wretched soul ! that^ for ten long 
years he was not gladdened with the beverage of the flowing 
wine-cup, but gazing on the stagnant waters* wherever he 

^ This appears better suited to comedy than tragedy, and to company 
with the proximus sum cgomct mihi, or the often quoted verse, ** None but 
himself can be his parallel. " Hermann says irpoaovpog in Herodotus sig- 
nifies neighboring ; but that Ionic form is, unless I am totally mistaken, 
inadmissible in the tragedians. With them npooovpogj like tnavpogj is 
derived from ovpog, vcntus secundus ; Iv' avro^ yv irpoaovpog then will 
mean, i?i qucm locum ipse quasi sccundo venio vencrat. — Tr. But since 
uTTovpog ((Ld. Tyr. 189) and ^vvovpog (^^sch. Ag. 495) are used, why not 
irpoaovpog also! Dindorf now reads with Bothe, izpoaovpov ovk tx(^i' 

fSuGlV. — B. 

^ Lindcmann would read ttovov iiZLTTOvov for arovov uvtItvitov. I 
fancy, with Hermann, that something has been lost, perhaps a participle, 
or substantive agreeing with" aip.aT7]pCv. Nothing can be made of the 
text as it now stands. — B. 

^ The scholiast interprets kvdijpov Orfpodr/Krcv. Hermann translates it 
with Buttmann cffcraium, as hvOrjpov rpixa, Ag. 571, alluding to the foul 
appearance of the foot clotted with gore. 

* Herm. el rig (jlltt^uoLj sc. aifiug. The passage that follows is altered 
to suit Hermann's text. — Tii. We must understand SvvaLT' av, or some 
such phrase, with ^/Mv. — B. 

^ This epithet is particularly applied to seamen and traders. Cf. Ho- 
mer Od. Xl-I. 2G1 ; Hymn, in Apoll. 458.— B. 

« i}jvxa, og. See Buttm. and Jclf, Gk. Gr. T. II. ^ 379, Obs. 6. This 
exactly corresponds to Homer's t}JVxo.g .... avrovg. II. I. 3, 4. — B. 

' From these words of the Chorus Hermann infers that the running 
stream mentioned in the beginning of the play was not represented on the 
scene, and that Ulysses from that very circumstance there subjoins eliztQ 

ICTI GIJV, 
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chanced to know it was, ever and anon would he add it to his 
food. Now, however, he shall end his life in happiness, and 
rise to greataesa from those miseries, having met with the son 
of brave heroes, who in bark that walks the main, in fulliitsa 
of many months, brings him to his paternal abode of the Me- 
lian njmphs, and hesido tho banks of Spercheius, where the 
brnzen-shielded hero enters the assembly of all the gods,' oil 
radiant in heavenly fire, above the mounda of CEta. 

Ne, Crawl out, an thou wilt. What can be the matter, 
that thus &om no aat^ignahlo reason thou art silent, and thus 
struck dumb are kept so 1 

Ph. Oh! alas! alas! 

Ne. What is if? 

Fii. No harm. But proceed, my son. 

Ke. Is it that thou feelest pain from thy ejoBting Mlmcnt? 

Pu. Not I indeed ; uo, I think I am just now lightened of 
it, O ye goda ! 

Ne. Why thus with groans doat thou invoke the gods? 

Pn. That they may come as our deliverers, and placaUe. 
Oh I Oh!^ 

Nk.' What can be the matterwith theet wilt thou not tell, 
but contiuuo tlius silent? Tiiou art dearly involved in some 
nfliiction. 

Pii. I um undone, my son, and »ha!l not be able to conceal 
iny miBcry from you.'' Ahia! it pierces, pierces me through. 



' There is a scene not unliko Ibia in the Frogs of Arisfophanefl, where 
Bacchus and Xanthias contending which ia the god, vchlcb the slave, and 
JEiMaa proving them hy stripes, thej invent aome curious escusBs foi 

' " PhiloctetcB, feeling the symptoms uf hie distemper approaching, 
endenvoia sa much as possitila to conceal bis anguish, being apprebenaive 
that his cries and groans might induce Neoptolenius, in spite of hisprom- 
ise, In leave faim hehtnd ; he mnkeB slight of it, therefore, Ull, quite over- 
^lowered by continual torture, be acknowledges himself at last unable to 
stir. Tbis circumstance, ne may observe, la artfully thrown in by the 
poet, to stop the efTect o/ Ulysses' atiatagem, which was just on the point 
ofeipculion, ojidwhich.ifil succeeded, must of course have put an end to 
the drama: this accident intervening gives a new turn to the whole. eervM 
tn introduce the remorse and repentance of Neoplolemiis. gives lIlyKSca 
an upportuntly of appearing, and brings about tbu cUasliupbe." Ttus Ikr 
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Unhappy, wretched me ! I am undone, my son, I am gnaw- 
ed,^ my son. Oh ! alas! alas ! alas ! by the gods, if thou hast 
ready by thee to thine hand any sword, my son, strike me on 
the top of my foot, mow it off as quickly as possible, spare not 
my life. Come, O my child ! 

Ne. But what is this fresh thing thus suddenly risen, for 
which thou utterest so much of wailing and of groans for thy- 
selff 

Pii. Knowest thou, son 1 

Ne. What is it I 

Pu. Knowest thou, son ? What is this of thine *?2 

Ne. I know not. 

Ph. How knowest thou not ? Woe, woe, woe !^ 

Franklin^ who does not appear to have remarked the sublime moral con- 
tained in this part of the play, which shows us how often our estimate of 
good or evil fortune is utterly false ; and is the more striking, since it at 
once baffles those very plans which Ulysses had endeavored to recom- 
mend by the Jesuitical doctrine of doing evil that good might follow, and 
asserts tho right of Providence to produce good from the evil it has per' 
mitted. 

* BpvKEiv and (Spvxstv, originally the 8£ime word, seem by custom to 
have taken different senses, the first mandere^ the second frendere.-^ 
Herm. 

^ 1 have arranged the dreimatis persons according to Dindorf, but the 
following is Wunder's, and the correct order, *1A. olad' u Tral ; NEOII. 
TL aoL \ OvK ol6a. $1A. Trwf .... nal. — B. 

' Unless all the commentators be mistaken, these expressions and the 
iXeXeAe?i£?iEV of iEschylus are positive nonsense, and such as our bar^ 
barian Shakespeare, with all his false taste and treason against the uni- 
ties, would have thought unworthy of kings and heroes, and fit to rank 
only with the " Do-de-do-de-do-de" of poor Tom. Indeed, it is not im- 
probable that the comedian's satire was directed against them, since in his 
Clouds, V. 390, he uses a word nearly the same for a most ludicrous pur- 
pose. Let the critic, however, be heard : " Aptissime ilia crebra repe- 
titio litersB tt palpitationem oris et maxillarum, qu» hujusmodi dolorum 
propria est exprimit." — Hermann. "Though the spirit of the Greek 
drama," says Schlegel, "required a general repose, favorable to the pre- 
sentation of grand masses, to the embodying of those isolated moments 
sculpture loves to seize, yet the Greeks were so far from neglecting the 
impassioned movements of the soul, that they have dedicated whole lines 
in their tragedies to the inarticulate expression of pain." — Tr. See 
Blomfield's preface to the PersjB of ^Eschylus, in which play this unin- 
telligible style of grief is carried to a great extent. Aristophanes has 
burlesqued it in Ran. 1314. But one question never appears to have 
suggested itself to commentators : Are these expressions mere stage 
directions to the actor 1 I think that in the choruses, where strictness 
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Ne. Grievous at least is the burden of thj distemper. 

Ph. Ay, grievous indeed, and unspeakable ; but pity me. 

Ne. What then shall I do ? 

Ph. Abandon me not out of fear, for it comes on me but at 
long and imcertain intervals, even as it rages its fill. 

Ne. Alas! alas! Miserable that thou art! Too plainly 
miserable indeed from all manner of woes. Dost thou then 
vvrish I should hold and touch thee at all? 

Ph. Nay, not this at least ; but having taken these my 
w^eapons, even as just now thou askedst of me, until this pang 
of the disease that is now upon me shall subside, do thou save 
and guard them. For so sleep seizes me when this attack is 
spent ; and before I can not rest ; but je must let me slumbw 
quietly. And if during this time they shall come, I charge 
thee by the gods neither voluntarily, nor involuntarily, nor by 
any means whatever to give up these arms to them, lest thoa 
slay at once both thyself and me, that am thy suppliant. 

Ne. Be assured at least of my forethought : they shall not 
be given to any but to thee and me ; and with good (Mnea 
reach them to me. 

Ph. There, take them, son, and with a kiss propitiate enTy, 
that they be not the source of many troubles to thee, nor as to 
me, and him that before me had them.^ 

Ne. Ye gods, be this my fortune, and be mine a &v<»raible 
and well-spent voyage, whithersoever heaven deems fit, and th# 
feet is bound. 

Ph. Nay, then, I fear lest thy prayer for me be ineffectual,^ 
my son; for again fi*6m the bottom trickles this my purple 
bubbling blood, and I look for some £resh ill. Woe! alas! 

of metre required condstency, these expressions were chanted in a half- 
articulate wail, but that single actors, in the Iambic systems, used nat- 
ural and spontaneous exclamations of erielf — at least, for the credit of 
Athenian acting, it is to be hoped so. — S. 

' There seems no reason to suppose that Philoctetes alludes to any 
thing more here than the ill fortune generally of Hercules and himself. 
Hercules slew his children with his arrows certainly; bat Sophocles 
ascribes the disease of Philoctetes to the bite of a serpent. Hermann 
seems to be mistaken, however, with regard to the necessity for Philoc- 
tetes' having exchanged his arrows : the Indians use poisoned weapons 
to procure food for themselves. 

^ There is great difficulty in this line, first from the metre, and secondly 
from the elision of Uie diphthong in fwi. See Markland on Eur. Sapu. 
1 58 ; Porson on Phcen. MSBO. Wiinder*s emendatum appean too bold^-^-B. 

6 
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aicvm ! O tboi, what evil wilt thoa mnk me ! this steals 
upun XD»^ «iraw» aear tu me. Ah. me ! ah m« ! je see the case ; 
by 'io !netui:» riy trom me. Oh ! oh ! stranger of Cephalenia, 
I wouiil ihb torture might iausten on thj breast, through and 
thn*uun it. O Iieaven2»! Agamemnon. Menelaus, would ye 
*ni^iu ill my ^uad tur on equal length of time harbor this my 
'iiiuauy '. Vii me ! O death, death.' why, when thus ever day 
ukivr uiy itivukud. oaui^t thou never at any time comet My 
^11, ^ny 'tubie sou. having taken me up, bum me in this oft- 
;n%oked l.ouiiiiaxr tire, thou ^leneruui^ youth! I too^mark me, 
v^iKtf :huugtii proper to pertbrm this tor the son of Jove, in 
rt^tum I'or thi'tw ^urm^ which now thou preservest. What 
s^ivusa 'ihou. my son ' what S£iyei«t thouf Why art thou si- 
Ivui ' W-iore oaubt thou be, mv child"? 

>iK. long :«iitL*e indeed L mourn, sighing over thy woes. 

l;*^i. Nav, luy son. but take courage, lance this pain sud- 
ioniy :kvaiib me« ;uid iE^ :«oon gone, but, I cotynre thee, leave 
-no -tot uoiie. 

N't. CJicer up ; we will :«tay. 

l>«. Vjd will :hou stav - 

m 

>» X. Ih» weil aiftiun.'d ot* it. 

l>». I will HOC. however, think I have a ri^t to bind thee 
Vy \:\ .\ii;>, my Si»«. 

N ". >iMce indeeii ic i;5 uot lawful for me to go withoat 

r*T U'.vc r.v the pleiige ot thy hand. 

». I ;::\vv It :hc^' cbu: I will 5tav.^ 

Tu. rhi;h^T now, : hither with me — 

». \Mu:hi:r ;?;ii^>:!>: thou • 

v"i' .r^-hv- r^-.Vxrc ,ipuJ Siob cxx. IS, « ^vart Ilaidv, fi4 ft 

- »-.'^-; ..'*■* •- -.■&•••; *:.!,' f,' rv rwv cr7«errirfv kokijv larpib^, ctAyof 

* r^o -.s-ino ot l.cinno* was said to be sacied to Vokan, probably from 
T"i.*-n:v' :'r»»s. wh'.ch wou'd Np an additional reason for the desolate state 
ot' \'■^\\ ^M.^rter of the inland which Philocteies inhabited. Hennann 
ro^:ore.s w-.tiAcVtw;;^'. "this often-invoked tire." [Brunck read ova- 
K\ \'' -I ...»:.: — B ] •* Montem Mosychlum. qui Galeni svo jam diu ex- 
i^'.ir.otiis erat. ctitM Alexandri tempera flammas ejicere desiisse, non im- 
pftSahlliiMis ariTunientis demonstrare studuit Buttmannus in Mus. Stad. 
A!»:i<j <Irrmaniri». vol. i. p. 2." — Hermann. See Homers account of 
Vulcan's fall. li. 2. ard of the I^ioves of Mars and Venus, Od. 8. — ^T*. 
The common rea<iinL' need not be changed, cf vs. 986. — B. 

^ Head with iieiskc and Burgcs, fdv ovv. — B. 
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Ph. Upward — 

Ne. "VVliat ravest thou again, why gazest thou on the vault 
of air above *?^ 

Ph. Let me go, let me go! 

Ne. Whither shall I let thee go I 

Ph. Let me go at last. 

Ne. I can not let thee go. 

Ph. Thou wilt ruin me, if thou touch me.^ 

Ne. Now then I do leave thee to thyself if thou art indeed 
any more thyself. 

Ph. O earth, take me to thee, dying as I am, for this evil 
suffers me no longer to stand upright. 

Ne. Sleep wiU, it seems, in no long time possess the man. 
For this his head is sunk down, see, sweat is trickling over all 
his body, and one black vein burst with blood,^ hath forced 
itself open by the extremity of his foot. But leave we him, 
my friends, quiet, that he may fall asleep.^ 

Ch. O sleep, in pain — ^in grief, O sleep, untaught, mayest 
thou come upon us gently-breathing, thou life-cheering life* 
cheering king ; and retain before his eyes even such a band as 
now is spread around.^ Come, come to me a physician.^ My 
son, look where thou art about to pause, whither to move, and 

• 

* Kv/cAof here is by some commentators understood to mean the eye, 
as at verse 1354. Struve understands icara, and translates it thus : emud 
oculus (vel cdterutro oculd) sursum suspicis 7 Hermann supposes Pfd- 
loctetes to indicate a wish to return to his cave that he may sle^ there, 
which permission Neoptoiemus grants when it is too late. — Tb. '* CobIi 
convexa tueri." — B. 

^ Neoptoiemus, holding Philoctetes by the hand by which he has 
pledged his faith, extends his other to prevent Philoctetes from withdraw- 
ing his hand, whereupon Philoctetes shrinks from the apprehension of 
the bow, which Neoptoiemus holds, touching his foot. — Herm. 

^ klfiof)(idy7igy from the second aorist passive of the Ionic pffyu instead 
of l!>i^yvv[iL. 

* Cf. Trach. 978 ; Seneca, Here. Ml. Act 4, sc. 3, 9.— B. 

^ Musgrave understands aly'kri here to mean levamen or wlaHum, a 
forced interpretation arising from his reception of dvr^oA^, which Bnmck 
has changed to avriaxoiCy and thua^ improved both the metre and the 
sense. The light of Philoctetes is now darkness. — Tr. Welcker, as 
Burges informs us, rightly interprets aXyXaw from Hesychius, f&y^^i 
u/i(ln^Eag. Burges appositely quotes Ovid*s ** lumina vincta sopore," and 
Moschus IT. vTTvog — Tredua fiaXav^ Kard, ^ea deofu^. — B. 

* Cf. Ovid, de Ponto L 2, 33. **At puto, cum requies meOamiaqfim 
jpublica CUTS : Somnus adest, solitis nox venit orba mali8.**-r-B. 
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bow my farther purpose may be cared for.^ Thou seest now; 
for wliat work tiury we? Opportunity, be sure, possessing 
urbitnition of ever}' thing, acquires much power in it» course.* 

Nf« Nay, but he hears nothing; I, however, perceive that 
in vain wo possotss this plunder of his weapons, if without him 
wo stul ; for his is the ci'own, him heaven commanded us to 
tVtoh. And to vuuut unfulHlled promises with falsehood is a 
\ilo n'piimch.' 

C'li. Hut this, my son, God will look to, but with whatever 
thou shalt in turn reply to me, convey to me the accents of 
thy wonls *:ently, my son, gently; since the restless slumber 
ot* all men u< in disi'iu>e sharp-eyed to discern. But as &r as 
thou eanst, in secret search out for me that, even that, 
whii'h thou meanest to do. Thou knowest whom I mean;^ 
ni>w if tliou lu)ld the stime opinion with him, 'tis eminently in 
truth the privile«n» of the shrewd to see into perplexing 
matt ITS. See, my son, the wind is fair, the wind is fair, and 
tlie man si«;l»tless, possi'ssed of no defense, is lying in darkness 
(but his wiu*m sleep is pix>pitious), master of neither hand, nor 

* So DuttiiKinn ; but see A\'uiuler. — B. 

^ Or, *' h.iviiijj resptvt to every thi»«T.' Such is the sentiment which 
tl)e Corinthians, and after them the Mityleniaiis, wish to impress on the 
niinilH ot* the Laeeila'nionians. Vid. Thuc. I. c. 69; III. c. 13. 

^ Struve seems to unilerst:uul this as referring to the disgrace which 
wouKl aeerue to NeoptoU'mus if, after all his falsehood, he should vaunt Of 
an uneompleteil vietory : his words are quce manca et imperfecta reliquC' 
ris, (le his tncfulariis timm (nlhibitis„ ^Ivriari velle, turpe est opprobrium; 
ami this Harhy eommends ; but the translator is rather inclined to con- 
sider the words as betokening remorse in Neoptolemus. As translated it 
may mean either. The reader should observo the oracular and stately 
flow of the original in this passage, which seems to stand in the middle of 
the play as the pivot on whieh turns the whole catastrophe. 

' Hermann proposes to read here, 

olnOa }(//) ui> ari^ufiai^ 

ei ravrav Tovrif) yvcj/iai> laxst^j [luTia roiy k. t. X., 

which may be thus rendered : " For to them (thou knowest of whom I 
speak) wise men can discover irremediable mischiefs in thy purpose, if 
this be thy purpose toward him who lies before us ;" alluding to the mis- 
ery Neoptolemus would occasion to the Atridaj and the whole Greek 
army. The instance Barby adduces from Catullus **nihili est," there 
beinir an evident hiatus and loss of several verses in both that and the 
following strophe. — Tk. But bv simply refers to Ulysses, and the sense 
is, el Ti/v avri/v ru 'Oi^ivaael yvufiriv e^eif. But Wunder and Dindorf 
would omit hidelv. — B. 
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foot, nor any thing. No, but thou seest his look is as of one 
lying in Hades. See whether you are saying seasonable 
words ; for the labor, my son, which does not alarm the game 
to be caught, is, in my opinion, the most effectual.^ 

Ne. I bid thee be silent, nor be wanting to thy thoughts, 
for the man moves his eye, and raises his head. 

Pii. O light that takest the place of sleep, and guardian- 
ship of these strangers incredible to my hopes ! Never, my 
son, could I have felt confident that thou wouldst have the 
heart thus compassionately to abide my sufferings, present and 
assisting me. Truly the Atridse, those noble generals, did not 
endure thus patiently to bear them. But, for thy nature, my 
son, is noble, and of noble origin, thou hast accounted all this 
easy, though oppressed with my cries, and the noisome stench. 
And now, since at length there seems to be an oblivion and 
rest from this woe, my son, do thou thyself take me up, do 
thou set me, my son, upright, that when at last my weariness 
shall quit me, we may hasten to the ship, nor delay our 
voyage. 

Ne. Nay, I am pleased to see thee beyond my hope yet 
enjoying breath and sight without pain. For in thy condi- 
tion of misery just now thy symptoms appeared as those of 
one no more. But now raise thyself, or, if it please thee rath- 
er, these men shall carry thee, for there is no unwillingness 
to the trouble in them, if indeed it seems fit to thee and me so 
to do. 

Ph. I approve of this,^ son, and take me up, as thou pur- 
poses t, but leave them alone, lest they be annoyed with the 

* " He looks on thee as does one," etc. " See now if thy words be 
seasonable, when thou proposest to stay, having the best of opporttmitiefl 
for departure." — Hermann, who reads rd d* dh*H7ifiov, and places only a 
comma after Tral. This will be, ** b\it what my judgment apprehends, my 
son, is this ; that labor without fear is the most eligible." — ^Tb. The in- 
terpretation given to the latter part of this passage is due to Bulges. 
"W under can make nothing of it. — B. 

^ Alvoj rdde, i. e., nc^aiTovfiaL Gratia est. Idem enun valet ah^v 
sspius in colloquendo, quod alias Gnece dicitur Koku^ Ix^i. Lat. hemgne, 
ut Hor. Epist. I. vii. 62. Utuntur nimirum hae formula, si quis ben^ 
ciuin sibi oblatum recusal. Frequentatum hoc sensu Grecis hraivu^ cf. 
Schol. ad Aristoph. Ran. v. 611, et Yalken. ad Euripid. Phcsiiiss. p. 160. 
— Barby. The reader may choose between this and the translation aa 
it stands, but he must observe that nai fidlows immediately. — ^Tb- See 
Wunder.— a 
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bad smell ere there be need, for the trouble on board ship in 
sailing in company with me is enough for them. 

Ne. It shall be so ; but do thou both stand up and thyself 
hold by me. 

Pu. Courage, my wonted custom, look you, will set me up- 
right. 

Ne. Heavens ! and what next am I to dot 

Pu. What is it, my son t To what condumon, I wonder, 
hast thou come in thy thought? 

Ne. I know not whither I ought to turn my perplexed 
words. 

Ph. But for what art thou at a loss t say not thus, my son. 

Ne. Nay, even now I am involved in this difficulty. 

Ph. Surely inconvenience arising from my disease has not 
dissuaded thee from any longer taking me on board ship f 

Ne. Every thing is inconvenient, when one having aban- 
doned his own nature, does what befits him not.^ 

Ph. Nay, but thou at least are neither doing nor saying 
aught unworthy of thy sire, in aiding a brave man. 

Ne. I shall show myself a villain ; 'tis at this I am all along 
aggrieved. 

Ph. Nay, surely not, at least in what thou doest; but at 
what thou sayest, I shudder. 

Ne. O Jove, what shall I do? shall I twice be detected a 
villain, both in concealing what I ought not, and uttering 
words the most scandalous ? 

Ph. This man, unless I am wrong in judgment, methinks 
will make hence his voyage, having betrayed and abandoned 
me. 

Ne. Abandoned thee? not I indeed; but lest I rather 
convey thee to thy grief, 'tis that all the while is torturing 
me. 

Pii. What canst thou mean, my son? for I comprehend 
not. 

Ne. I will hide nothing from thee. Thou must sail to 
Troy, to the Greeks and the Atridse's host. 

Pu. Alas ! what hast thou said 1 

^ This obiervation of Neoptolemus is in unison with Achilles' celebrated 
declaration : 

Who dare think one thing, and another tell, 

Mj heart detests him as the gates of hell. — Pope's 11. IX. 142. 
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!Ni:. GroriH not, ere thou have learned all. 

I'll. Whut must that lesson be? what canst thou pnrpoee 
to do to me* 

Ne. First to rescue thee from this xnisery, taid then to go 
uid with thee sack the Trojan plains. 

Ph. And dost thou really think tp do this ? 

Ne. Overwhelming necessity in this commands, and bo not 
thou angered to hefir it. 

Ph. All, wretched, I am undone, betrayed! What hast' 
tliou done to me, stranger? Give me quickly back my bow 
and arrows. 

Nb. Nay, it can not be, for both justice and interest induce 
me to obey those in power. 

Ph. Thou lire!' thou utter horrorl thou most detestable 
masterpiece of fearful villainy, bow bast tbou used me, how 
deceived me ! and dost tbou not, wretch, blush to look on 
me, thy suppliant, thy beggar? Thou hast bereft me of liie, 
having gotten my weapons. Give Ibem back, I implore thee, 
I conjure thee, give them back, my Bon ; by the gods of thy 
forefathers rob roe not of my livelihood. Ah miserable me I 
Nay, no longer does he even speak to mo,* but thus looks 
behind him, asf though his restoring them were hopeless. Te 
harbors,^ ye promontories, ye haunts of the mountain beasts, 
ye precipitous crugs, to you 1 speak this, for I know none else 
to whom I might : I bewml to you, my wonted audience, the 
deeds, how cruel, thut the son of Achilles hath done to me; 
having sworn to cany me home from hence, he is taking me 

I The BcholiaEt tokea tbU for a vilo pun on the name Pyrrhnfl ; and 
Bnimoy, following him, has pnrajihraHcJ it. " O rage digac dc ton nom," 
But independenEly oftho abBaidity attemlaat on this, it ia Oot the name 
which Neoptolemus himself giiea to Philoctetea in his account of hi* 

' Num fletu ingemiiil naetrol nuio lumina SeiitT 

Num lachryniaa vidua ilctlit, aut inieuralus amantem estt 

iEn. IV. 369. 



is imitated from the sublima address of Promethsua in .^schy- 

ofoi%,— Lord " ■--- ■-■--- '-'-- '--'-- "^ ■---- 

h of these, in his Doge ■ 



, 'D dio^ aWm' — I'Ord Bjron has token bis idea &om one, peihapi 
■--'■■—-'- --^ "^'jge of Venice; ^^ 



B, and to ctemitj, 
Whereof I grow a poition, not to man : 
Ye eiementB, in which to be reaotved 
I hasten, let m; voice bo as a spirit 
Upon jou 
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:. Tr.T : Liii Li-rac prafia^ bis right hand,^ he has taken 
ill i-u-^t -J "iKw aad siTM'Wa. arms sacred to JoFe-born 
ilzTrj^sti^ iifi -wii K> dis^^T iLem lo the Greeks. Aa if he 
Ijfci :ajc=v-i & j^^wz icaE, be carries me off fay force, and 
It "«-? : :■: iLli hi iiix€ih a oorpae. aod the sbsAsfw of a va- 
:....•. Lz. -.-y.j jiiiiiM'Z:- ^ For Devcr coold he have taken me 
-I .T-ji-: v'LLtz li.isJ-iSff^i cffsrasiih. ance he had not even thus 
- l-^.--.-i. tii-t:: ':t ire-i^lex. Bm now I wretched haye 
-r- iv>.:-.t»i V\ijj c^ I do? Bm give them back, and 
:• : TT. zTiz. J i :. *:»e :Lii-r : ^rs Sc2£- THiat saves! thoa ? Thou 
-r: s^--:. r:L.^:j- il; : I am no more. O form of the 
r>:-i --.i i --ilz r-.-:::.,Ec:sin I :>Einm back into thee unarm- 
vL >.r-.r: .: ilr r^-izi? ^f siLfCc-nanoe : thus foriom in this 
-■:kT-r=. >:.rZ I -^iilriT i"»:sT. jcrlking down ncM" winged bird 
r»;c — v-^i..— Jz-:ir:"w.iisr "t^j?; 'Riih these mine arrows; but I 
^j^t^ ~".*^cj "".w". i^fnj «ic^^ ^LaIl fnniish a banquet to 
;i:e^ -"^rr^ic I J£C-- iZfi wL^t I made mv prey before will 
ZLAi* ZL-f :i-ir? n-:"^, iz-i I nuj«able shall make atonemeni 
"■^:j. 5^-::^ ^ r-i^^.n :':r ipriiih, ax the hand of one that seem- 
eii :: iz.:T -•: ^iiJ-f- Majes* ihc»a riot yet be accursed, ere 
I "UkT-* >.ir^-«I i:";.-: :.j:aizi iloa wilx transfer thy (^Hni<m; but 
ii z*:z. iz. -sTil i»:i.;i. ;t imn-c. 

Ch- ''^Tiii: ?ijll ^f i: ? On ifcee now rests both our sail- 
ir^. O s-T^. iz.i . IT io-.viir^ :o these his wonk^ 

N i. C*:: =_T iz.i'f't'i i r^r^erfbl pin- £ct this man hath fidlen, 

r"^:. Mj fcc. ;;•- il-e ^>i?w pin- me, snd permit not mortals' 
r::r:ii.l .,riiT^ :h;.?cirl Lavirs deoeived me. 

>':. AI-t! tt!:^ ?cill I *>.^ ! Ob^ I never left Scyros! 
>,- rr.; -. :'i izi I jj :ii> rrestn: ciitier. 

}^-.. Ti:--- at: =:c ^"iokei, be; thcu s«emest to come with 
:a,i :r.fcr-:::.rs r'-cii tie wi^ied. But now. having given 
:: in :: .-vi^rs. :c whw'ci it b fiur, sail hence, havii^ given 

■ ^.-ir/ Li3r Trx"*;:: ;t=: fjr. ;i i^<lkIuj enact, ut atanm ait, pc^ro 

_ * ■ - » ""»^. ■■ _ ^^ 
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Ne. What are we to do, my mates? 

Ul. O most vile of men,' what doest thout Vilt thou not 
return, having left these weapons to me T 

Fii. Ah me I what man is this f Do T indeed then hear 
Uljsaes? 

Ui~ Ulysses, be assured, in me at leoflt m whom thou 
lookest. 

I'll. AlfLsl I am bought and sold, I am undone. It waa 
then of course he that ensnared me, and despoiled me of my 
arms. 

Ul. 'Twas I,^ he well assured, and none other; I confesB 
all this. 

Ph. Eeatore, let go, my son, mine archer-arms, 

Ul. This indeed he siiall never do, even though he would ; 
but thou too must go with them, or these will convey thee by 

Ph. Me, thou vile«t of the vile, and most audacioua, shall i 
these take by force '. 

Ul. Unless thou crawl hence voluntarily. 

Ph. Lemnian land, and thou blaze of all-swaying £ 
Vulcan-framed, is this then to be home, that he fi-om thy 1 
realms shall carry me off by force* I 

Ul, Jovo it is,-' that thou mayest know it, Jove, the ruler J 
of this land, Jove who hath determined this; but I am hia <j 
minister, 

' As Neoplolemus in in tlio act of giving back ihe arms to PhiloclHtei, \ 
Ulysses rushci^ nn tlic EL.igc. 

' lIljBaeB, Itnowing the enmity whioh Philoctelca bora lo him, and n 
turning it wiih eqnni reeentment, thinba his triumph incomplete unlesa I 
he iclU him tbal he tlici it. See Arist. Rhet. B. II. c. 3, and the Oifoid | 
translator-a NotD, p, 119. 

' ■' Joiem ill insula Lemno natum, ibi denm patrium fuieae satie notui 
est," — Batby. Man baa ncvar allereJ ; and when Ibc heathen crew c 
OlympuB could no longer protect craft or vice, the EUperstition of s eui 
ccetling age made itself gods of all tbo boat ofhesiTen. On this there ai 
some rotciblo reDiarks in Lear: "This is the eicollaot foppery of tha 
world ! that, when we are aick in fortune {often the Burfeit of on ' 
havior), wemnke siiiity of ourdisasterethe sun. the moon, and the i 
as if we were villaina by noceasity ; fools by heavenly compulsion ; knaves^ J 
Ihievea, and trt-'achers by spherical predomtnanee ; drunkards, hare, and I 
adulterers by an enforced obedience of planetary influence ; and all tb>i 1 
we are evil m iiy a divioc thrusting on,'' — Act 1, sc. 3. 
02 



?'r 71if»L utiiinm!D(!L. vine Ls dac ^ioa coin to otter! 
'Jt'H a!i**piir rrjKu. jj pTBuaLHL. iiifa£.iA siiK jods iiarSh. 

I I- -Nti: wj. tiu: irut. Tut i:ixE3ifr, haweTery miKt be 
t:J«'ii. 

)'n. I HU^ il HbiJ] lien. 

I I.. I *-ii'» ji HiuJL TiidB mna ictpr i. tr-?a 

I'll. I'r iiujt}'^^ zijt ! njv iuiiitir liiec oearir begat me as a 

I I, N«»l Ki, liui ciij !i jjiir iriLL iLe nizidea, with whom 
(I Mill TM-^M^ iiju*si cii]»iurt: TrtiT, and i-t vicMosxe raze it to the 
i:i«MiiMi. 

I'm. N<». never, not e^en were I doc»m«3 lo saSsr every eviL 
wliiU* I hu\«' thih Kteep fouDdadciD of the islaxid. 

I I . What then dor^t tbou purpose to do* 

Tm. Thin mine head forthn^'itL will I bathe m blood, having 
l«*f)|H««| In Mil fi nx'k al>ove un one below. 

I I . I /Civ liold on him, whiiteTer je do, nor be this in his 

Til O h;ituK what HufTerings are yours in the lack of your 
l.>^>i K^uNh'in^r, «'ntraninieled by this man! O thoa that 
«^tnko«1 uiMhin^ }4<)und or liberal, how hast thou stolen upon 
1 o ]-.o>^ h;tvf thou liiintcd me down! having used as thy 
ti V ^\. !>,M-^^ this Ih\v unknown to me, unworthy of thee, 
o n ,' nl«^^^ uiM'(hy, wiio knew nothing but to execute 
*^ • '••'. Inn r. % rjoiiunl him. Nay, even now he shows that 

s^ • N'>^ u\\\\ I ho thHHls wliereby he erred and whereby 

>«\v. o,.» iwj^.v thino evil spirit ever looking forth 
,\^, xxvll lonMAught liim, however by nature 

, N • 'xl;;^rttion, to bc shrewd in wickedness. 

■ ,^',^ ihinkost to bind and carry me &om 

^^ , " ■ ' >s\ »iixlst oxjHx<«e me, friendless, forlorn, 

' !• > ^ -/x J* ^v^vs^\ Ah! mayest thou perish ; 

I..N. ,N*,.' ;v,;v,\vrtU>l this, but in vain, for the 

.,..«■ .. As\*x;-v, rhou livest in exultation; 

'.*^v ;*;*,s fo jrriovo me, that I mis- 

■t x ^\x\>!N ja^vtHnl at by thee and 

' V v/N i^t^xliom thou trucklest 

^N. .v: \; S s^tnitiurem and com- 
>* -- *^ V v,u\ «*uUun happy me, that 

' . * ,* . >-v«t.-<« ;vt; t\uvUni« had imposed 
* « »^' •* •.- «• 'iv , i^jii.v.''*. vv< he lumsclf was so 
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with my seven' shipa under my command was a willing yoy- 
ager, they cast away unhimored, as thou assertest, while they 
chai-ge tbee.^ And now why take ye me? \Vliy carry me 
away 1 For whut cause I Me, that am as nothing, and long 
since have been dead to you? How, O moat hated of the 
gods, am I not now lame and noisome to thee^ How ie it 
possible, with me on board, to burn sacrifices to the godsf 
How any longer to make libations'? for this was thy pre- 
tense to caiit me out. Destruction on ye ! And destruction 
shall, for that ye have injured me, if tbe gods care for just' 
ice. And I am sure at least that they do care ; since ye had 
nevor sailed on this expedition for such a wretch as I am, 
had not a heaven-sent poignancy of need for me urged you 
forward. Itut O my father-land, and ye gods that look upon 
us, avenge, at least one day after B time, avenge me on all of 
them, if ye have any pity for me ; since piteously do I live, 
yet could I but ace them destroyed, I should think I had es- 
caped my disease. 

Ch. Stern ia the stranger, and stom ia this bis speech liiat 
he hath uttered, UlyBses not at all yielding to his Borrows.^ 

Ul. Much could I say in answer to this man's words, would 
time permit; but now I am strong in this one argument. 
Where there is need of plans such as these, such am I j and 
where the decision is of just and upright characters, you could 
not meet with any one more pious than myself.' I am nata- 

Unwilling to abide by that oath, thai he pretended to bo iijBane, and plow- 
ed the Bea-shuro, sowing it with salt. This artifice was discovered by 
Faluaedoa, who placed the infant Telemachus before the plow, and Ulys- 
ses turneii it immediately from the fiinow. What requital the unfortu- 
nate son ufBelua gut for this ia told in the fiecond boak of Virgil. It is 
to Uljaace' feigned madncBa, however, that Philucteles here alhideB. 

' Btunck and Erfurdt have improperly inaerted a slop before hrrd, ai. 
if Philoctetes boasted in the number of hu vessels, which would have been 
an absurdity in him on this occaeioa, his rival Ulysses having sailed with 
twelse.^Heno. This is not quite conrincing : PhilocteteB might n ' " 
rally look for more consideration as commander ofa squadron than ai 
adventurer who went single-handed, without meaning to inatitote 

Sarisun between himself and UlyBsea ; and the former might be in 
by Brunck's punctuation as well ai the latter. 

* Burgea would read av, i. e,, (If Si I'fanaii stiVM, ai IffaXet. — B. 
' Cf. Antig. 471, iijXoi rfl yievi^ u/tbv ii Ci/iOi iraTpdf TSi TTOiddf, cl- 

tta S-oiic MoraTai naKolc—B 

• See note on y SI 
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nill\ «li'sinnis to prevail :it \ci\:^U in vvcr}* (>oint, except agaiiust 
i\\KV ; lull 1 ow to thoe iit least I will willingly concede. Yes, 
Ui him go. iior hold him any longer; leave him to stay. We 
Iki\o no Oilditioiuil need of thee, at least while we possess these 
arms, sin^v wo have IVuoer with us, acquainted with this sci- 
oii^v, and mo, who think that I could master these, and aim 
liiom iunght with mine hand in no wise worse than thou.' 
^V hat want wo thon ut* thee i Adieu, and pace Lemnos ;^ bat 
lot us W gone ; and haply thy prize may win thee that honor 
wliioh thou shouKist have had. 

1*11. Ah mo, what shall I do, ill-fated? Shalt thou, adom- 
od with my arms, pn^Si'nt thyself to the Greeks? 

I'l.. Miiko mo no reply, not a word, since I am now 
gvnng. 

iSu Sx\l of Aohillos, and shall I no longer be addressed by 
thy \oi^^\»' oithor, but wilt thou thus he gonet 

I'l.. i.«o thou, nor look on him, though thou art generous, 
that thvui ruin not our tortuno. 

V\\. Viul shall 1 now, my guests, be thus forlorn abandoned 
bv vou, and will vo not pitv mot 

I'll. This vouth is our vossol's commander; whatsoever he 
sliall Siiy to thtv, that do we also speak to thee. 

Nk. I shall iiukwl hoar myself reproached by this man 
with Wing by nature* ovor-pitiful ;"'^ yet tjiny, if he wish it, 
thus uiuoh timo, until tho marinors shall have got ready that 
w U'wh wjis brviughl ashore, luid wo shall have prayed to the 
k;vKU. ' And ho moan while may haply adopt sentiments more 

' v\>ii4truoiKluiu p^ttiut», ^i^i'v vtKg,v xPV'^f^f ^^^^ ^8^ vincere^ ubi voio, 
Horiu 

' [\\ iho i.Klv»8ev. however, Ulysses confesses his inferiority, though he 
oUuud priu«»e lor tliis soieiKt* : 

Alone suuerior in the field of Troy 
l.iit\it Thiloctetes taught the shaft to fly. 

B. Vin. ▼. 261. 

Honudnn ivints out the modesty with which Ulysses here speaks of hin^ 
soli' at\or Toucer. The change of the negative he considers to mark a 
iUuil»l. ami yet un atVinnalive : neque hercle us collineaturus. 

' Or this may bo rendorixl. *• Stalk in Lemnos and welcome." 

' ^\ r s^^'t ',V hore is ijovornod by tiro understood. 

* II. 'cu-^' T'.fu;:-, whence rr/.tiuv, Attic for TrAfOf TrAetof : in the same 
duiUrt shortly atU»r auu for /.uova a ?.uiui\ and lu for v<Jt. 

* Such was uniforiiily the Greek custom : 'ETreidf) di ai vyeg n?jjpeif 
ffcai-. Kill ImKeiro fji^rfoaa //zf?./ov Qvd^eoBat, ry fihf odkniyyi aiurni 
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which prowling o'er the hills this place nouriEdieB ; no longer 
do ye by your flight draw me towfud you from my abode, for 
I have not in my hands the former defense of my arrows any 
longer, wi-etthed tbat 1 am 1 no, this spot freely tenanted t^ 
you, no longer a source of fear. Approach, now is it fitting 
that ye glut your mouths in mutual slaughter, with my livid 
flesh to your pleasure, for lite I instantly shall quit : rince fi-om 
what source will conio my livelihood f who is there thus fed 
on air, no longer, no longer master of aught that the life-be* 
stowing' earth supplies. 

Cii. In the goda' name, if aught thou respect a guest that 
is coDie tt) tbee in all good will, come thou to him. But be 
sure, most sure that it is for thine own sake,^ to evade this evil 
fate; for lamentable is it to support, and unschooled to heac 
the countless pain wherewith it consorts. 

Vn. Again, again hast thou hinted ' at my old affliction, the 
best of all that have hitJierlo set foot on thiu spot, why hast 
thou destroyed me ? What hast thou done to me 1 

Ch. Why sayeat thou thiat 

Ph. In case thou exjieotest to carry me to the land of Trof 
I detest. 

Ch. I do, for this I conceive the best. 

Ph. Now tliis moment quit me. 

Ch, Friendly, ay friendly in tliis thy bidding to me 
am well inclined to perform it. Let us go, let us go 
ship whereunto wc have been hidden. 

Ph. Go not, by Jove of curses, I implore. 

Ch. Be moderate. 

Ph. Strangers, tarry, in the gods' name, 

Ch. What clamorest thou? 

Ph. Alas! alas! fate, (ate! I miserable «m undoi 
foot, foot, what shall I do with thee any longer in life 
forth, wretched that I am ? Strangers, come ye back my vis- ' 
iters ag^ii. 

* iGachyl. apud Schol. AiitUipii. Ran. 1367. as restored bj c 
'Imxoti 'Ap-jciov norafiou naialv jitoiupoi^. Seo Dindorf, fragm. -Ereh, ' 
159. ieiouiio^ ia a niDie common word, eepeciallj in Heeioil, but L' " " 
u against a cognate etymologj from Cii''. — B. 

' riuB ii mora than <jd} implies. An adjectiie or finite verb U 

ing— B. 

' C£ Antig. 867— B 
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Cii. To do what with purpose differing firom those before, 
of which thou didst before show thyself. 

1^11. It is not, look you, fair cause for indignation that a 
mun lun<;ui8liing under tempestuous pain should prate even of 
his mind. 

Cii. Go now, ^vretched man, as we desire thee. 

Ph. Never, never, know this for certain ; not even if the 
fiery lord of liglitning come to blast me with the flashes of his 
thunderbolts.^ Perish Troy, and all they beneath it, as many 
as had the heai't to spurn this my foot's limb. But, strangers, 
one prayer, at least one, accord me. 

Cii. What is this thou wilt utter? 

Pii. Convey to me a sword, if from any place ye can, or an 
axe, or some one weapon. 

Cii. To do what possible work? 

Ph. To lop off with my hand mine whole head and my 
limbs.2 On slaughter,*^ slaughter, is now my mind. 

Cii. Wliy should it be 1 

Pi I. To go search for my father. 

Ch. Whither on earth *? 

Pii. Into Hades, for in the light at least he is no longer.* 
O city, native city, how might I look on thee, wretched man 
as I am, I, that having quitted thy sacred waters,^ went to as- 
sist the hated Greeks, and now am nought ! 

Ch. I indeed even now long since had been walking near 

* Musgrave admits into his text the old reading, ppovrcuc aitrcUCt and 
in his note rejects the emendation of Valckenaer (which Brunck has fol- 
lowed), i3povTug avpaig, which he defends on the authority of Euripides, 
as quoted by Plutarch : Bpovr^g nvevf^' uvaifiov wXcffe, of Virgil, ^n. II. 
649 : Fulminis affl^vit ventis, and Statius Theb. V. 686 : MoH tamen 
aura cucurrit Fulminis. But he adds, " Sed videndum ne aura fulminis 
sit innoxium fulminis genus, minimeque adeo huic loco conveniens; 
deindc ne jSpovralg avralg sit vero fulminej ipsissimo fulmine." — ^Vol. ii. 
p. 179. 

^ This reminds us of Virgil's Moriamur, et in media arma ruamus : it 
is a fifrure well suited to express the eagerness of desperation. The fate 
designed for himself by Philoctetes was actually that of Cleomenes, to 
whom, as in his latter days a bitter enemy to Athens and her liberties, the 
poet might possibly allude. 

^ 4>ov^, Schol. davarta, Oavurov kizLOvfiel. 

* For the reasons of this opinion, see v. 493. 

* Spercheius. 
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my veascl, for thee, had we not perceived Ulysses walking 
close by, Mid the son of Achilles coming toward us. 

TJi.. Wilt thou not say [io A'eoptofemui] wherefore again 
thou st«alest on this way, turning backward thus quickly and 
with earnestness? 

Ne, To atone' for all the errors I have heretofore com- 
mitted. 

Ul. Thou spcakest wonders at least. But what was the 
error ^ 

' Ne, That wherein having been persuaded by thee and the 
whole united host — 

Uu What manner of deed hast thou done, of those that be- 
came tbec not ? 

Ne. IlLtving by base deceits and treachery entrapped & 

Ul. What man? All me! thou surely doat not purpose 

aught anew 1 

Ne, Nothing new; but to the BOn of Poias — 
Ul. What wilt thou do 1 How does a fear creep upon me 1 
Ne, From whom in fact I took these weapons, back f^ain — 
Ul- O Jove! what wilt thou say* TLou surely hast no 

thought to give them Lim ^ 

Nl!. Yes, for I got and have Ihem basely and not 

Ul. liy the gods, whether now sayest thou all this 

mockery ! 

Ne. If it be mockery to speak the truth. 

Ul. What sayest thou, sou of Achillea 1^ What word 
thou uttered ? 

Ne. Wouldst tiiou that twice and thrice I reiterate 



Ul. Nay, not once even could I have wished to hear 

Ne. He now well assured of it ; tliou hast hoard all I have 
to say. 

Ul. There is one, there is, that shall prevent thy execut 



' Cf Antig, ma.— B, 

' This jinturBllv i^ipreBaeatheunwillingneaBof UiynsM to betieTewt 
woulJ so ciimplctcly Iruatratc his plans. A aimilar scene occuib in 0[' 
Io, where lEmilia receivoB the first account of her buaband's villainy. 
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Ne. What sajest thou ? Who is there shall hinder me in 
this? 

Ul. The combined people of the Greeks, and among them L 

Ne. a wise man bom, thou utterest no wisdom. 

Ul. And thou neither now speakest nor are about to act 
wisely. 

Ne. Nay, but if this be just, 'tis better than wisdom. 

Ul. And how just, to restore again these arms which by my 
counsels thou gottest ? 

Ne. Having failed with a disgraceful &ult, I will endeaYor 
to retrieve it. 

Ul. And acting thus, fearest thou not the Greek army? 

Ne. With justice on my side I fear not thy terrors. 

Ul. Nor am I persuaded by thine hand to act, mark me.^ 

Ne. Then not with the Trojans, but with thee will we 
battle. 

Ul. Be what must be. 

Ne. Seest thou my right hand grasping my sword's hiltt 

Ul. Nay, thou shalt see me too doing the same, and no 
longer about to do it,^ however, I will leave thee alone, but 
will go and tell this to the assembled host, which will chastise 
thee. 

Ne. Thou hast acted temperately,^ and if thus thou think- 
est on all the rest, haply thou mayest keep thy foot out of 

^ Hermann gives the latter of these lines to Ulysses, and thenceforward 
makes an exchange of persons to the passage, " Nay, thou shalt/* etc., 
which he joins with that beginning " However," etc. The line dXX* oMi, 
K. T. 7{,.fhe translates quod ad affectionem attinet, tiuB manui non cedam ; 
and observes that ov fieido/LLat for oiK id admits an infinitive after it to 
express the action not of the person forbidding, but of the person forbid- 
den. — Tr. I have followed Hermann, with Dindorf — B. 

' Hermann, giving the preceding line and half also to Ulysses, says 
'' Quod recte factum esse vel particula kcutoi^ qus est sese a consilio cap- 
to revocantis, ostendere poterat." He adds that the propriety of the two 
characters favors this arrangement. 

^ Something similar is the reproach of Brutus to An^ny in Julias 
Gssar: 

For you have stolen their buzzing, Antony, 
And very wisely threat before you sting. 

And the observation of Antony just preceding it will bear comparison with 

v. 1264 : 

In your bad strokes, Brutus, you give good words : 
Witness the hole you made in Gssar's heart, 
Crying, Long live ! Hail, Cssar ! 
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troubles. But do thou, son of Foias, I mean Philoctetes> como 
forth, having quitted this thy rocky dwelling. 

Ph. What clamorous disturbance is again raised by my cav- 
ern 1 Why call ye me forth 1 desirous of what matter, stran» 
gers? Ah me,^ the matter ye desire is evil. Ye surely are 
here to heap a heavier woe upon my woest 

Ne. Courage. But hear the words I come bringing with me. 

Ph. I am alarmed ; for before also I £Eu:«d but badly from 
fair words, persuaded by thy advice. 

Ne. Is there then no place left for repentance 1 

Ph. Such wert thou in words, even when thou didst steal 
mine arrows, trusty, yet in private banefuL 

Ne. But fear not that I am at all such now : I would, how- 
ever, hear from thee whether thy purpose be to persist in tar- 
rying here, or to sail with us. 

Ph. Have done, speak no farther, for in vain will all that 
thou shalt say be uttered. 

Ne. Art thou thus resolved! 

Ph. Ay, and be sure yet more so than I express. 

Ne. Nay, I indeed could have wished thou hadst been in- 
duced by my words ; but if I chance to say nought to puipOBe, 
I have done. 

Ph. Good, for thou wilt say all in vain, since never wilt 
thou gain my friendly thought ;^ thou at least that hast takeq , 
by craft and reft me of my support, and then comest and ex- 
hortest me, thou most infamous son of a &ther most &moiUL 
Destruction be upon ye ; the Atridse especially, then Laertes' 
son and thee. 

Ne. Curse no farther, but accept from my hand these mis- 
siles. 

The whole scene is well accordant with Ulysses* spirit, and his fliiaxdian*f 
sentiments ; for Minerva appears to have alloweo the utmost BoniMl of 
tongue, but to have been very adverse to bloody consequenoes. Vid. H. I. 
^ This is said by Philoctetes on first seeing Neoptolemiu ; the preeed- 
ing words are spoken within his cave. 

* Game he right now to sing a raven*8 note, 

Whose dismal tone bereft my vital powers, 
And thinks he that the chirping of a wren, 
By crying comfort from a hollow breast, 
Can chase away the first conceived sound 1 
Hide not thy poison with such sugarM words. 

Second Part of Henry Yl., Act 3, sc. 8.- 
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1*11. How saycat thou? And am I not a second time de- 
ceived ? 

Nk. No. I swear by the highest reverence of holy Jupiter. 

I'll. O thou that hast spoken words most dear, if with truth 
thou speakest! 

Ne. The fact shall be here manifest. But put forth thy 
.ri^ht hand, and possess thee of thine arms. 

LTl. But I for my part protest against this, as^ the gods 
witness for mc, in behalf of both the Atridae and the army in 
common. 

1*11. My son, whose voice? I surely heard not Ulysses? 

Ul. lie sure thou didst ; and at all events thou seest him at 
hand, who will convey thee hence by force to the Trojan plains, 
whether the son of Achilles Avill it, or will it not. 

1*11. But by no means with impunity, if this arrow be sent 
straight.'-^ 

Np:. Ah ! ah I by no means. Do not, by the gods, let go 
thy dart. 

Pii. Let go, by the gods, my hand, my dearest son. 

Ne. I can not let it go. 

1*11. Ahis, why hast thou debarred me from slaying with 
mine arrows a foeman and detested wretch? 

Ne. This were honorable neither for me nor thee. 

1*11. Well, but be assured of this much at least, that those 
chieftains of the host, those mouth-pieces of lying to the Ar- 
give army, are very cowards for the battle, but bold enough in 
words. 

Ne. Be it so. Thou art master of thy weapons, and thou 
hast no cause for resentment or complaint against me. 

1*11. 1 allow it; thou hast, my son, displayed the nature 

^ The (JQ could not here have been omitted, since then the appeal 
would have respected the mere prohibition ; now it has respect to that 
proliihition's being in behalf of the common cause. — Herm. 

^ Fcnelon, in his Telemachus (as Franklin remarks), has made a vari- 
ation from this account, for an obvious reason, and indeed the same which 
has made him elsewhere suppress some particulars of Ulysses' conduct, 
and ^ive a new coloring to others ; the wish to make that chief worthy 
of Minerva's protection. He supposes that Ulysses made signs to Pyr- 
rhus to restore the weapons, and that Philoctetes, in his first impulse of 
r(;v('n<re and unwillingness to owe any thing to so detested an enemy, 
uiiirratefully prepared to turn his gift to his destruction. This however 
is, from the character of the parties, most unnatural. 
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whence thou didat spring ; not from Sisyphus' as fUther, but 
from Achilles, who both among the living bad the Dobleet 
character, and now of the dead.^ 

Ne. I was gratijied to hear thee lauding both my father 
and myself; but wbat I wish to obtain from thee listen. ITie 
misfortunes that are sent by the gods it is necessary for men 
to endure ; but as many aa arc involved in voluntary evils,' 
as thou in fact art, on these it is not just for any one to bestow 
either pardon or pity. But thou ait become savage, and both 
refusest to take a partner in thy councils, and if any one 
speaking out of good will advise thee, thou detestest him, ac- 
counting him un enemy, and that a bitter one. Yet still will 
I speak, and I invoke ,Iovb the lord of oaths; know thoD this 
also, and gi-ave it on thy mind within. For thou art distem- 
pered with this pain by divine ordinance, having drawn near 
unto the guardian of Chryse, that hidden serpent, that there 
protecting watches o'er the uncovered iane;' and know that 
a release from this thy grievous malady may never come 
about while yonder sun shall in this quarter rise, and in that 
in turn set ^ain, until thou thyself come willingly to the 
Trojan plains, and happening on Ihy cure from the sons of 
jEjcuIapius that are with us,^ mayest be alleviated in this thy 
disease ; and show thyself the destroyer of Pergamua with 
these weapons, and in union with me. But how I know that . 

' A Bneer at Ulysaca.— B. 

' UtysBtu liiiiiac^ir aaiulcs Achilles as such in bie intervion with hia 
in Hades.— Oa, 1 1. 481, it ia curious to observe, however, bow dilTerent 1 
an effect these two coinplimenls have on the joung heir and bis deceased J 
father, which latter, in his anewer, perfectly agrees with Ibe olJ proverb, M 
'• A living ilag is better than a Jeait Uan." J 

^ See Diodotus' oration in the third book of Thucjdidea ; and Aristotle 4 
an voluntary siid involuntary octioas. J 

' From the mildness of the climate in Greece, many of tho puhlio J 
buildings ivetB left uncovered ; and it is iiol yet fully agreed a • ■ 

learned that tho Parthanon was not hypElhral. Serpents we._ , __ 
conatantly by the ancients lo gunrd treasures, as was most probably thotl 
which bad a public maintenance in the building liehind the Partlienon, f 
which was the public traasury. Hence perhaps Aristophanes' idea oftha 
aidinjf Plutus by JEsculapius 

' Toup priiposes to read 'AUKXipriuv, medieontm, which Brunck re- 
jects, withoiil enlficienl regard lo what is afterward said by Herculea, r. 
U33. Quintua Cabbar Htates (hat Philoctctes was healed by Podaliriaa, 
Machaon having fallen ; which Propertius contradicts, I,, H, E, i. 
Tarda Phlloctcla. sanavit crura MMhson. 
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this must bo 80, 1 will tell thee. For we have a man a pris- 
oner from I'roj, llolcnus, the iir8t of seers, who says plaiiilj 
that all this ia doomed to take place ; and jet more in addi- 
tion to this, that Troy must of necessity be utterly taken in 
the present summer; or ho voluntarily surrenders himself to 
us to slay, if in sayin>; tliis ho shall have fidsified. Since then 
thou knowcst this, yield to us willingly. For noble is the 
aiMiuisition, th:it alone having been judged the bravest of 
(« rooks, thou in the first place &M under healing hands; and 
then havin>^ taken Troy, fertile in groans, thou gain the most 
tninsoondont renown. 

Til. O Iiatoful existence, why then detainest thon me any 
lonp^i^r possessed of sight above, and hast not suffered me to 
dos<*oiid to Pluto*s homo ? Ah me ! what shall I do t How 
shall I disobey the advice of this man, who being my well^ 
wislior has admonished mo I But must I then yield ? Then 
how sliall I come forth into light, wretched I, having so 
acted 1 By whom accosted t How, O ye orbs^ that witness 
all these injuries bcfjilling me, how wiU ye endure through 
this, that I join the sons of Atreus, who have destroyed me t 
How, with the all-accursed son of Laertes? For it is not 
the sorrow of things p:ist that gnaws me, but I fancy I fore- 
soi^ what I am doomed yet to suffer from them. For to 
whomsoever the judgment shall have become mother of 
ovil, it trains up every thing else to become evil. And I 
for my part am astonished at thee in this ! for thou 
ouglitest neither thyself ever again to return to Troy, and 
to koop me too from it ; men at least that have insulted thee, 
spoiling tlieo of thy father's prize.^ And^ then thou must go 

* Here a/irain, as at v. 815, Bninck differs from several of the commen- 
tators, (roilikc and Camerarius understand it of his eyes, as at ▼. 1270, 
of Cb^dipus Tyrannus : 

iTrataev dpOpa tcjv abruv kvkTmv. 
Hermann removes the comma and places it after ravra, understandingr 
the word kvkXoc as Camerarius does. — Tr. So Dindorf and Wunder. — ^B. 

^ The passion of Philoctetes authorizes this abrupt anticipation of what 
ho meant to have said last. 

^ Musgravc, who admits two lines here which Brunck (see his note) 
rejects as spurious, is obliged to attribute them to an oversight of Sopho% 
clos, a thoughtlessness with which, as Brunck observes, it is unreasona- 
ble to charge the most perfect of the ancient tragedians in this his most 
finished play. As Hermann inserts them, excusing rather than defand- 
iiig Sophocles, it may be proper to give them : 



1366— 1381. J PLILOCTETES. 385 

to join them in battle, and forcest me to this*? Nay, now, my 
son ; but, as thou hast sworn to me, convey me home, and do 
thou thyself tarrying in Seyros leave them, villains as they are, 
to perish by a death as vile. And thus wilt mou reap doubk 
gratitude from me, and from thy father double ; nor by abet^ 
ting the wicked, wilt thou appear by nature to resemble the 
wicked. 

Ne. Thou speakest reasonable indeed: yet still I woul^ 
have thee, putting faith in the gods and my words, to sail froiq 
this land with me thy friend. 

Ph. What, to the Trojan plains, and Atreus' most hated 
son, with this wretched foot *? 

Ne. To those, however, that will cure thee and thy cor* 
rupte4 foot of its pain, and deliver thee fr^m thy malady. 

Ph. O thou that urgest fearful advice,^ what canst thou 
mean*? 

Ne. Things^ which I see accomplishing best for me and 
thee. 

ol rdv &d2.iov 
AlavB' SttTmv aov irarpdc iorepov dixy 
'EKpivav, 
Philoctetes had heard of the death of Ajax, and knowing that the arms 
were given to Ulysses, might be indignant that they were not bestowed 
on Ajax. — Tr. Wunder, who has in this instance changed his mind for 
the better, has rightly followed Bninck, -and gives ample reasons for do- 
ing 60. As to Hermann^s defense, we say, with Burges, " Habeat secum, 
servetquo sepulcro." — B. 

* Aecvdv alvov alvEoag, dirum consilium dans; alvelv utique nonnun- 
quam valet suadere, hortari. iEschyl. Ghoeph. v. 533, alvij 6l Kpvneiv 
Tilade avvdr/Kag. Idem, Supp. 187, vdv npofiijdeiav Xajieiv A/v(3, et Id 
eadem fabula, v. 1003, ifid^ & inaivC fi^ Karcuaxvvetv kfU. Adde Henod. 
Op. et Di. V. 202. — Musgrave. 

^ Brunck's assertion on thitf passage respecting the quantity of the 
penultima in KaT^g, as used by the Attic writers, is ably supported in his 
note on the Ecclesiazuss of Anstophanes, v. 70, to which he refen : the 
following passages are there enumerated. Iph. AuL 21 (am^fMrti) : 

TovTo di Y ianv rd KaXdv o^akep6v. 
Eurip. Archelaus. v. incert. : 

aihf ftvpioiai rd xoAd yiyvtnu v&inH/Q. 
Philoc. V. 1304 : 

dXV oi^ ifiol K<xX^ Toif ioTiv, o&n ocL 
See also his remarks on the constant omission of prepositkiui by the tnm- 
scribers, Not. ad L^sistrat. v. 408. — Tr. I have translated aocording to 
Dindorf s emendation, Av<t^ 6pCi TeXovueva^ which, from Burges* note, 
I iind is partly confinned by two MSS. reading KoXiH^. This appears 
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I'll. And at 8a}nng this, hast thou no ohame before the 
gods? 

Ne. No, for how should one feci shame at domg service! 

1*11. Meanest thou this as to the Atridse service, or to met 

Ne. To thee surely as thy friend at least, and such mj 
hmjruage proves me. 

Pii. How so, who at least art desirous of giving me up to 
mine enemies? 

Ne. ^ly friend, learn not to be fierce in misfortune. 

l*n. Thou wilt destroy me ; I know thee, by these words. 

Ne, Nay, not I indeed ; but I say thou understandest not. 

I'll. 1 for my part know that the Atridse have expelled 
me. 

Ne. But look, whether they will not, having cast thee out, 
again rescue thee. 

I'll. Never, with my will at least, to look on Troy. 

Ne. "What then am I to do, if I shall be able to persuade 
tJice on tliy part by my words to do nothing that I say t For 
most easy were it for me to desist from my advice, and thee 
to Hve, as now thou art living, -without health. 

I'll. I^»ave me to suffer all this which I needs must suffer; 
but wliat thou hast accorded me holding my right hand, to 
convoy nie homeward, this do for me, my son, and delay not, 
nor think any more of Troy ; for enough with loud outcries 
hath she lH.'en wailed by mc.^ 

Nk. If thou thhik proper, let us be gone. 

I'll. () thou that hast uttered a generous speech I 

Nk. Sot firmly now thy step. 

I'll. Yes, at leiu^t as fiu* as I have strength. 

Nk. r>iit how shall I escape blame from the Greeks t 

1*11. (iive it not a thought. 

Nk. And what if they should desolate my country 1 

1*11. I being by — 

Nk. AVilt do what to aid me? 

1*11. With the arrows of Hercules — 

Nk. How sayest thou? 

l)()th injriMiioua and probable. Cf. ^sch. Prom. 204, hraW tyd rd. "V^*- 
nnr jDvAtriJi' 'jTiOtiv. The defense of kuXlL will not hold good. — B. 

' Honnann reads ?.6yoic for yooid which he refers to Philoctetes* im- 
pat'uuice of a:iy farther talk on so odious a subject as Troy, and thinks it 
better suited to the present indignation of that warrior. 
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Pii. Will prevent tliom from approaching thy countryJ 
Ne. Having bidden this hind fai*cwcll, proceed. 
Hkkci;les. Not yet at least,- ere, son of Poias, thou shalt 
hear our words, and say that with thy hearing thou hearest 
the voice of Hercules, and beholdest his aspect. ]^ut for thy 
sake I coaie, having quitted my throne in heaven, both to 
announce to thee the will of Jove, and to forbid thee the way 
wli^reon thou art setting out. But listen thou to my words. 
And first will I speak to thee of my fortunes,^ how many toils 
havin^^ labored and gone through with I gained undying hon- 
or, as is before thee to see. To thee, too, be well assured, is 
owing to sulfur this, and from troubles like these to render thy 
life fi^loiioas. But havinj* come with this warrior to the town 
of Troy, thou first shalt be cured of thy painful disease ; and 
having been chosen out of the army as the first in valor, thou 
shalt with my arrows bereave of life Paris,* the guilty cause 
of all these evils from his birth ; and shalt sack Troy, and send 
its spoils to thy halls, having taken out the noblest prize of 
merit from the host for thy father Poias by the vales of thy 
country (Eta. But whatever spoils thou shalt have gotten 

^ Between rrelui^eLV and OTetxe the following words are inserted : aye 
TTurpag. NE. dXA' el Spag raW, Cjaizep avd^c^ which Dindorf and Wun- 
der omit. I can not see the point of omitting whatever we can not un- 
derstand, and refer the reader to a very learned, and somewhat satisfac 
tory note of B urges, which will clearly show that these verses are cor- 
rupt, but not spurious Meanwhile, the following was the translator's 
version : " Nay, my friend, if thou doest this at least as thou sayest it, 
come away, having bidden," etc. — B. 

^ Nee deus intersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus — 

Incideret. Hor. dc Art. Po. v. 191. — ^Tr. 

" The student should here remember that the person who performs the 
part of Hercules is the same TpiTayovioTij^ who acts the part of Ulysses 
and the ^vvt/xnopoc" — Burges. — B. 

^ Such is the address of Hercules to Ulysses in Hades : Od. H. 6 1 7. 

* Hermann has a learned note here to show why fiev disjunctive is 
twice answered by re conjunctive. The two chief points of the prediction 
are, he says, the cure of Pbiloctetes and the sack of Troy ; these should 
have been divided by fiev and de. Thus the words connected with the 
first re would be only interposed before the true apodosis. But because 
aftert he participle there follows something in which Paris and Troy 
^ agree, the original apodosis must be changed for one between Paris and 
Troy ; and hence a second fiev after Paris would require a 6e after Troy. 
This 6i is changed to re, because one and the same instrument, the bow 
of Hercules, performs, and thus conjoins, the two actions. 

P 
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tn«ri? tliis pn?»^»nt arTn:iment. memorials of my bow and arrowa^ 
I'liM'v u) niv tum'nil i»yn?. And this is what I advise thee, 
S4M1 it' Ai.'liiiks; il»r iK-ithor without him art thou strong 
i'n'Mii:]i to t:iki. iliL* [l.iin «>t'Troy, nor he without thee. But 
'. : !x . ■ t w . > 1 1 n n s, « 'I >- rii a : es ■ ;:uanl ye, he thee, thou him ; and I 
will <x\u{ .Vx'iilapiu^- to Tn.»y, to cure thee of thy disease. 
K r liji- -siToml tiiijo must it Ik? otiptured by my arrows.^ But 
1 «• v.- aw:in» ot" tl-is, whon ye shrill desolate the land, to be. 
[ i.i ^ in yoiir ri'iidu«'t towiinl the gods,' since Jove our are 
:i' minis i'\» ry :!:iij^ -^vmid to that, for piety never dies with 
!::.iM ; livr tiny, . r liio tlu'y, it jK'rishes not. 

Til. O iliiui il;at luL<t w:it\oil to me thy long-desired ao- 
om::s anil at lciii:tli luu^t appoiuxH.!, I will not disobey thine 

Nk. I toi> -iido with this resolve.'' 

11 m:. Now .i..lay not a lonn time to act, for opportunity and 
V'i'S siili?iL: ^iv«.'zo astvrii ini^vl you. 

V'-. ^. onw* now, as I pro«.'ood will I call upon this land. 
I* ri u- II, i.> I'.'.on al»oilo that divlst help to shelter me, and ye 
u:iMy M\";['ii-i oi'ilio nioadows, and thou manly roar of Ocean 
il i^; ir:j: I :n\Ln-tl, wlure ollon within mv cavern have I been 
\\.:i.'il o:i \v\ I'.oad in the stroke of the south wind, while 
I" iv^ .1 ..'vau ill v.vho to mv voice hath the Hermsean hill'' 

» ■i"-, '< i'*.' tVi"M Horner, 11. V. 

- \" --i ,vvs :: 'C yiiko Heknus a false prophet, because Neoptolemus 
|. . : .. ,, .. ^...^-,1 i«n. t\iu:ro hoalors of Philoctetes on Helenas* authority, 
1 ■.: «■■.-■ I III- .■•:;:•« 1: -.d jTtvuiv'd the cure, had of himself ascribed it to 

; ■. -■ '■•»v.»i;< p'\<iii.ir.s ill tho anny. Buttmann. however, does not 

.•.••h.\ .- ■ I.-. ■> r- ;-.-[y ri iviTv iMrticuIar ; for the aid of .£sculapius could 
•- . _^.,.....j.| J, ixj^'l il:o j>oisoii ot' the L€ma?an hydra from a foot 
\^ . ■■'. ^.■: ''.»•' I' s ^i\«'s i:< no riMsiiii to suppose the hydra had ever touch- 
I-.'. .■,■■.: \\'-i!i i-c-i.i::^'y t!io arrows sj poisoned had not. 

' \ ■..:■■.; lo iho o\or:liro\v of I.aomodon. 

* V"-.' s.'^M».\st siys that this has retVn?nce to the conduct of Neop- 
t V. ■'•■.>. \\';^> slow rriam at the fool of the altar. In confirmation of 
\\c:r -..I s' .\ssrr:ij;i that the p vis respect piety toward them, see the de- 
\'\\o m' .';■.,".: I" r wi:h ilie other deities as to whether he should control 
I'.e »■!■•'; ■.-..•.is a'ul reseue Heetor. — 11. XXII. The retributive vengeance 
\ '■.»•'.'.. .u'lVTviiiiL: to rindar, slew Neoptolemus at the altar, is worOiy of 
rev.j .rk 

' \\ uiiiier e.\sts out this lino as spurious, pro more. Hermann has 
m.To judiciously supposed that there is a lacuna. — B. 

* r. •;...:.•. i:it. \ ',oo:\ by a common anachronism. 

"* The llerma^an hill is mentioned by ^schylus, Agam. 291. 
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sent onward to me tempest-tost. But now, ye fountains, and 
thou, pure Lycian^ stream, I quit you, even now I quit you, 
liaving never before reached this hope. Farewell, thou sea- 
girt plain of Lemnos, and waft me safely with fair voyage 
thither, whither mighty Fate conveys me, and the advice of 
fiiends, and the all-subduing deity,^ that hath brought this to 
pass. 

Ch. Go we now all in a body, having offered our vows to 
the ocean nymphs, that they come the protectors of our re- 
tum.3 

^ Brunck, in his supplementary notes, reads, on the authority of the 
scholiast, Avklov. 'Eari 6^ rj ovto KaTiovfievij Kpjjvij tv A'qfivtf), Avkiov 
'ATTo^^wvof, 7/, olov tv kpT^fjLLg.^ vTTo TiVKQV invofisvov. Musgrave prefers 

y^VKLflOV. 

^ Aaificjv hie dictum, ut ssepissime, de necessitate fati, que dei cujus- 
piam voluntate constituta est, eaque re differt a csca necessitate fatorum, 
cujus prseses est Molpa. — Herm. 

^ Brunck's note on the use of aurr/pag with 'Svfuftatg is worthy of re- 
mark. — Tr. For some entertaining matter referring to the fable of Phi- 
loctetes, as handled by Grecian dramatists, see Burges* Preface, p. xiL- 
XV. ed. Valpy. — B. 



THB END* 
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